APPROVED FOR RELEASE
DATE: JUN 2006

Viestocols of laty hi qracs
\VML”Z’,L “cb NS f‘/’l?wm “ an C(LL Y,




© 2L June 1J0j

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Thé Israeli Statement on the Attack on the USS‘Libefty

1. The preliminary report of the special Court of Inquiry convened. .
B by the Govermment of Israel has concluded that the "attack on the USS
b Liberty was not in malice; there was no criminal negligence and the
L attack was made by innocent mistake.” The report, however, has been turned
e - over to the military judge advocate who has ordered a pre;iminary Judicial -
: : inquiry by an officer empowered to convene courts matrial. S

2. According to the Israeli findings a chain of three regréttable
mistakes led to the attack by Isracli jets and torpedo boats upon the
USS Liberty on 8 June 1967. : o

First'Mistake

3. The first mistake was decisive and set the scenario for the.
subsequent errors. On the basis of erroneous reports, the Israel
Defense Force (IDF) was convinced that Israeli positions near El Arish
were being shelled by an unidentified vessel off the coast. However,
"even the officers who knew of the identification of Liberty early the
same morning did not connect Liberty with the unidentified ships said
to be shelling El Arish." ' : ‘

‘ 4, (CIA has no evidence of these erroneous reports, but the

t : information is plausible in light of the very speedy Israeli advance
‘ and the heat of battle in the El Arish area. The UAR Navy is not '
known to have shelled Israeli shore positions on 8 June. The above o
admlssion that Israelis had identified the Liberty-~presumably follow- ..,,2
ing the overflight by Jjets at 9:50 AM (2:50 M EDT)-wis the first -

. indication that the Israelis knew the Liberty was in the area prior
to the attack.) o

~ Second Miétake

; 5. The three Israeli torpedo boats patroling near the Liberty
reported that the unidentified vessel was steaming at 28-30 knots.

A check of Liberty's maximum speed in Jane's led IDF headquarters

t0 believe that the unidentified (radar5 target was a high speed
combatant and not the Liberty. Considering the erronecus informatlon.
on the shelling of Israeli coastal positions, the IDF asked the
torpedo boats to verify the unidentified vessel's speed and then
ordered an alr attack.
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‘bwice com‘oute Libert,z‘ ' speed to be 30 knots o*' that the IDF Would ;
~ authorize an attack solely on the basls of an unidentified high speed
-~ contact. There is not a ship of Liberty's general appearance capa.ble
% of such a speed and few have deck guns capable of shelling coastal -

“installations. - If the authorization to attack was made solely on :r.'a.da.r
Jtracking, ‘the attacking aircraft would normally ...a.ke a prellminary ’
;-‘idenoifica.tion pass over 'bhe shi;g.)

; Third Mi s’oal:e :

g T 'I'he Israel:. 'bo:medo boats then Joined the fra,y. They clalmed'
. they mistook the Liberty for the Egyptain transport EL Queseir and

- attacked with torpedoes after the jets had brokea off. This att ack

> :1s leld to the overeagerness of the torpedo boat skippers as the ,3‘e1;‘E
- pllots were already heving their doubts as to the ship's :Ldenﬁi‘by.' cH
- The Israells further state that the Liberty refused to answer a - .
‘chellenge sent by flashing light prior to the attack by the torpedo
~'boats and, the ship was firing toward the Isra.ell ’corpedo 'boats.

- 8. (CIA concurs ‘bhe.t the torpedo at'back was made by overeager :
»"Israell commanders. There have been no US Navy reports of 'bhe visual
" challenge-~probably issued in the heat of battle--but it such a chs.llenge
g 'we'f'e received ::.’c. would have been answered. o . B T

o 9 A pa,rtlal e:@lanatlon for some of thls upnrofess1onal mlltary
'perfozmance is found in a report from Tel Aviv that at least one of ‘bhe_
-officers aboard the torpedo boats was a reservist recalled to semce’ g
during the mobilizetion. In light of the demonstrated Israell mlitamr i
capaoili‘bies , however, it is difficult attribuue all of the contributing
’errov's to 1nep'b personnel. _ T ,

- (Sources: USDAO Tel Aviy 0028/1 Jun 67, 18 Jun, Conf:.dential
C - USDAO Tel Aviv 0933, Jun 67, Secret No Foreign Dissem
CIA Intelligence Memorandum, "The Israeli Attack on =
 the Uss leerby, 'j sc No. 01h15/67, TOP SECRET TREEE)

T"Genera,l Comments '

10, The findlngs of the Israell Court of Inqulry generally are -
Y/ consonent with the conclusions made in the CIA Intelligence Memorandum.
© -7 'It is now known, however, that the IDF Headquarters had identified the
... Idberty, probably more than four hours before the attack. The Israelis .

v presumebly thought the vessel they were attacking not to be the leertx,
Lofc for 1t 1s also elear that when the initlal attack took place the ground
% controllers and the pilots believed the ship to be a belligerent, . In = .=
: ‘eddition,, the_‘ Israelis have admitted that, the.jeis.were ordered to =
attack the unldéntiT1sd Vessel “and, therefore, the Libertx was not .
W“ﬁnﬁer”?im by"'overzealous 'Dilots , acting on thelr oWl We do,




e;enot know it they had been advised of the presence of the Libertx in _;‘:
fvfthese wabers. - o . S -

2711, Do raﬁher 1ncongruous statements in the findlngs of the R

- Court of Inquiry only detract from their explanatlon.. The Israelis '

+ . offer as a reason for the air attack a standing IDF order authorizing

f_:'an attack upon any ship steaming at a speed above 20 knots if Israeli

.. ships or shore positions in the area are being shelled. To gay the . -
© least, it is questioneble military policy to authorize an ttack upon -

In light f th findi gs of the. Israell Court of Ing&;ry
us statement ‘that. "the. Israelis did not 1&ent1fy
until some hh minutes after the second attae

' 12.’

F-Aan unidentifiEd “ship based solely upon & redar track of dvef 20 knotszgf‘ A




