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2. www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/index.html

3. Military Balance, The International Institute For Strategic Studies, Oxford
Central University Press.

4. Microsoft Encarta Interactive World Atlas 2001.
5. http://www.infoplease.com

6. http://en.wikipedia.org
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https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-
factbook/geos/fr.html

Introduction ::France )page last updated on January 20, 2011

Background:

Although ultimately a victor in World Wars | and
ll, France suffered extensive losses in its empire,
wealth, manpower, and rank as a dominant
nation-state. Nevertheless, France today is one
of the most modern countries in the world and is
a leader among European nations. Since 1958, it
has constructed a hybrid presidential-
parliamentary governing system resistant to the
instabilities experienced in earlier more purely
parliamentary administrations. In recent years,
its reconciliation and cooperation with Germany
have proved central to the economic integration
of Europe, including the introduction of a
common exchange currency, the euro, in January
19909,

Geography ::France
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Location:
metropolitan France: Western Europe, bordering,; o| o=

the Bay of quray and Fnallqh Channel, between Jraso

Belgium and Spain, southeast of the UK;
bordering the Mediterranean Sea, between Italy
and Spain

French Guiana: Northern South America,
bordering the North Atlantic Ocean, between
Brazil and Suriname

Guadeloupe: Caribbean, islands between the
Caribbean Sea and the North Atlantic Ocean,
southeast of Puerto Rico

Martinique: Caribbean, island between the
Caribbean Sea and North Atlantic Ocean, north
of Trinidad and Tobago

Reunion: Southern Africa, island in the Indian
Ocean, east of Madagascar

Geographic coordinates:

metropolitan France: 46 O0 N, 2 00 E

French Guiana: 4 OO0 N, 53 00 W

Guadeloupe: 16 15N, 61 35 W

Martinique: 14 40 N, 61 00 W

Reunion: 21 06 S, 55 36 E

Map references:

metropolitan France: Europe

French Guiana: South America

Guadeloupe: Central America and the Caribbean
Martinique: Central America and the Caribbean
Reunion: World

Area:

total: 643,427 sq km; 551,500 sg km
(metropolitan France)

country comparison to the world: 42

land: 640,053 sq km; 549,970 sg km
(metropolitan France)

water: 3,374 sq km; 1,530 sq km (metropolitan
France)

People
.:France



https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2147rank.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu&rank=42#fr
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2147
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2145
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2011
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2144

Population:

64,768,389 | | L 8 po2
note: the above figure is for metropolitan France
and its four overseas regions; the metropolitan
France population is 62,814,233 (July 2010 est.)
Age structure:

0-14 vyears: 18.6% (male 6,129,729/female
5,838,925)

15-64 years: 65% (male 20,963,124/female
20,929,280)

Government
-:France

65 years and over:; 16.4% (male
4,403,248/female 6,155,767) (2010 est.)
Median age:

total: 39.7 years

male: 38.2 years

female: 41.2 years (2010 est.)

Population growth rate:

0.525% (2010 est.)

country comparison to the world; 152

Birth rate:

12.43 births/1,000 population (2010 est.)
country comparison to the world: 160

Death rate:

8.65 deaths/1,000 population (July 2010 est.)
country comparison to the world: 82

Net migration rate:

1.47 migrant(s)/1,000 population (2010 est.)
country comparison to the world: 47
Urbanization:

urban population: 77% of total population (2008)
rate of urbanization: 0.8% annual rate of change
(2005-10 est.)

Sex ratio: .

at birth: 1.051 male(s)/female

under 15 years: 1.05 male(s)/female
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https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2112
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2066rank.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu&rank=82#fr
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2066
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2054rank.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu&rank=160#fr
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2054
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2002rank.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu&rank=152#fr
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2002
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2177
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2010
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2119rank.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu&rank=21#fr
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2119
http://www.ismc.ic.gov/weather/locations.aspx?country=France
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2059
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2106
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2060
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2096
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2023

Country name:

conventional long form: French Republic Lo 8| 2o
conventional short form: France Jao

local long form: Republique francaise
local short form: France

Economy
Government type: France
Republic
Capital:

name: Paris

geographic coordinates: 48 52 N, 2 20 E

time difference: UTC+1 (6 hours ahead of
Washington, DC during Standard Time)

daylight saving time: +1hr, begins last Sunday in
March; ends last Sunday in October

note: applies to metropolitan France only, not to
its overseas departments, collectivities, or
territories

Administrative divisions:

26 regions (regions, singular - region); Alsace,
Aquitaine, Auvergne, Basse-Normandie (Lower
Normandy), Bourgogne (Burgundy), Bretagne
(Brittany), Centre, Champagne-Ardenne, Corse
(Corsica), Franche-Comte, Guadeloupe, Guyane
(French  Guiana), Haute-Normandie (Upper
Normandy), lle-de-France, Languedoc-Roussillon,
Limousin, Lorraine, Martinique, Midi-Pyrenees,
Nord-Pas-de-Calais, Pays de la Loire, Picardie,
Poitou-Charentes, Provence-Alpes-Cote d'Azur,
Reunion, Rhone-Alpes

note: France is divided into 22 metropolitan
regions (including the "territorial collectivity" of
Corse or Corsica) and 4 overseas regions
(including French Guiana, Guadeloupe,
Martinique, and Reunion) and is subdivided into
96 metropolitan departments and 4 overseas
departments (which are the same as the
overseas regions)
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https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2128
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2142
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2122
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2075
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2110
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2157rank.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu&rank=65#fr
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https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2155
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2127rank.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu&rank=131#fr
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2127
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2102rank.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu&rank=12#fr
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2102
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2091rank.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu&rank=215#fr
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2091
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2097
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2111
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2020
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html?countryName=France&countryCode=fr&regionCode=eu#2125

Economy - overview:

France is in the midst of transition from a weII-toL-Wu-)_;9

PP
Juofo

-do modern economy that has featured extensive

government ownership and intervention to one
that relies more on market mechanisms. The
government has partially or fully privatized many
large companies, banks, and insurers, and has
ceded stakes in such leading firms as Air France,
France Telecom, Renault, and Thales. It
maintains a strong presence in some sectors,
particularly power, public transport, and defense
industries. With at least 75 million foreign
tourists per year, France is the most visited
country in the world and maintains the third
largest income in the world from tourism.
France's leaders remain committed to a
capitalism in which they maintain social equity
by means of laws, tax policies, and social
spending that reduce income disparity and the
impact of free markets on public health and
welfare. France has weathered the global
economic crisis better than most other big EU
economies because of the relative resilience of
domestic consumer spending, a large public
sector, and less exposure to the downturn in
global demand than in some other countries.
Nonetheless, France's real GDP contracted 2.5%
in 2009, but recovered somewhat in 2010, while
the unemployment rate increased from 7.4% in
2008 to 9.5% in 2010. The government pursuit of
aggressive stimulus and investment measures in
response to the economic crisis, however, are
contributing to a deterioration of France's public
finances. The government budget deficit rose
sharply from 3.4% of GDP in 2008 to 7.8% of
GDP in 2010, while France'swopublic debt rose
from 68% of GDP to 84% over the same period.
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Telephones - main lines in use:
36.431 million; 35.5 million (metropolitamn,; ¢f .=

France) (2009) —
country comparison to the world: 7

Telephones - mobile cellular:

60.95 million; 59.543 million (metropolitan
France) (2009)

country comparison to the world: 18

Telephone system:

general assessment: highly developed

domestic: extensive cable and microwave radio
relay; extensive wuse of fiber-optic cable;
domestic satellite system

international: country code - 33; numerous
submarine cables provide links throughout
Europe, Asia, Australia, the Middle East, and US;
satellite earth stations - more than 3 (2 Intelsat
(with total of 5 antennas - 2 for Indian Ocean and
3 for Atlantic Ocean), NA Eutelsat, 1 Inmarsat -
Atlantic Ocean region); HF radiotelephone
communications with more than 20 countries
overseas departments: country codes: French
Guiana - 594; Guadeloupe - 590; Martinique -
596; Reunion - 262

Broadcast media:

a mix of both publicly-operated and privately-
owned TV stations; state-owned France
Televisions operates 4 networks, one of which is
a network of regional stations, and has part-
interest in several thematic cable/satellite
channels and international channels; a large
number of privately-owned regional and local TV
stations; multi-channel satellite and cable
services provide a large number of channels;
public broadcaster Radio France operates 7
national networks, a series of regional networks,
and operates services for overseas territories
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Airports - with paved runways:

total: 297 Military

2,438 to 3,047 'Mili%gr branches:

1,524 to0 2,437 y (Armee de Terre; includes Marines, Foreign
914 to 1,523 m; gg; Army Light Aviation), Navy (Marine
under 914 m: 7 éi@ﬁg}e, includes  Naval Air, Maritime
Airports - with UDEaN8EMEAWANSSast Guard)), Air Force (Armee
total: 177 de I'Air (AdIA), includes Air Defense), National

914 to 1,523 mdhdarmerie (2010)
under 914 m: 1Q/}Efli(l:%)(P_g‘%érvice age and obligation:

Heliports: 17-40 years of age for male or female voluntary
1 (2010) military service (with parental consent); no
Pipelines: conscription; 12-month service obligation;

gas 14,688 kmwaihehF4Bv&rimn mefioechb@bohilkitary posts (2010)
5,080 km (2009anpower available for military service:
Railways: males age 16-49: 14,591,656

total: 29,213 knfemales age 16-49: 14,285,551 (2010 est.)
country compansendoviee fwdodnflitary service:

standard gauggiald9 &6 16:9:; 1.4 xR0 1PBUgE

(15,164 km eleghiifigids age 16-49: 11,763,951 (2010 est.)
narrow gauge: Mgtk PORar Arterdf@Bly significant age
Roadways: annually:

total: 1,027,18($a|ek|3i39,gsgtropolitan France;

includes 10,958fkmaPé& €XPPESINAYHN 0 est.)

country comparnis®is WOHkek s - ,
note: there are snRof éggm—cérsfgadways In
overseas deDar%@ﬁ‘ﬂ:ﬁ/(? arison to the world: 57_

Waterways:

metropolitan France: 8,501 km (1,621 km
accessible to craft of 3,000 metric tons)

country comparison to the worid: 16

French Guiana: 3,760 km (460 km navigable by
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Transnational Issues ::France

Disputes - international:

Madagascar claims the French territories of rala> Yo
Bassas da India, Europa Island, Glorioso Islands, . L ]

and Juan de Nova Island; Comoros claims®>=
Mayotte; Mauritius claims Tromelin Island; «a=9 dewii sall
territorial dispute between Suriname and the  loluwilesl
French overseas depa_rtm_ent of Frgnch Guial_wa; http://ambaf
France asserts a territorial claim in Antarctica
(Adelie Land); France and Vanuatu claim [@0<€-
Matthew and Hunter Islands, east of New af.org/franc

Caledonia e_afghanist
lllicit drugs: an/spip.php

metropolitan France: transshipment point for ?rubrigue?2
South American cocaine, Southwest Asian
heroin, and European synthetics
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France cuts 2011 growth forecast

Ministers met at President Sarkozy's official retreat, Fort de
Bregancon

France has cut its forecast for economic growth next year
following a meeting between the president and senior finance
ministers.

It now thinks the economy will grow by 2% next year, down
from the previous forecast of 2.5%.

This year it will "meet or exceed" 1.4%, the government said.

President Nicolas Sarkozy asked ministers to interrupt their
summer holidays to discuss how France is going to cut its
deficit.
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They met at his official retreat, Fort de Bregancon.

Deficit measures

Afterwards, the president asserted that the reduction of the
government deficit in 2011 from a record 8% to 6%, whatever
the level of growth, was "a major objective" for the country.

Mr Sarkozy will need to find 100bn euros in savings if he is to
slash the deficit from 8% of GDP to the EU limit of 3% by
2013.

Public expenditure would be reduced, the president said. He
also repeated his pledge not to increase VAT, income tax or
tax on companies.

But he said 10bn euros of tax breaks would be abolished in
the autumn.

France's 1.4% forecast for this year's growth is in line with
that of the International Monetary Fund (IMF). However, for
next year the IMF thinks expects the French economy to grow
by 1.6% - less than the government's forecast.

Some economists agree and consider the new 2011 figure
optimistic.

"I think it's still quite ambitious," said Deutsche Bank's Gilles
Moec, who is forecasting growth for France of nearer 1% next
year.

"The current environment is not consistent with such an
acceleration in growth," he said.
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"I think they were trying to strike a balance here. They
wanted to acknowledge that the previous forecast was too
optimistic without having to unveil new measures.

Global economic growth rates
(%)

Q2 Q1 Q4 Q3
2010 2010 2009 2009

Source: Eurostat

German 2.2 0.5 0.3 0.7
y

Fran (0.6 0.2 0.6 0.3
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UK 1.1 0.3 0.4 -0.3
United (0.6 0.9 1.2 0.4
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Japan 0.1
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France Economy 2011

http://www.theodora.com/wfbcurrent/france/france_economy.
htm| SOURCE: 2011 CIA WORLD FACTBOOK AND OTHER
SOURCES

Page last updated on January 12, 2011

Economy - overview:

France is in the midst of transition from a well-to-do modern
economy that has featured extensive government ownership
and intervention to one that relies more on market
mechanisms. The government has partially or fully privatized
many large companies, banks, and insurers, and has ceded
stakes in such leading firms as Air France, France Telecom,
Renault, and Thales. It maintains a strong presence in some
sectors, particularly power, public transport, and defense
industries. With at least 75 million foreign tourists per year,
France is the most visited country in the world and maintains
the third largest income in the world from tourism. France's
leaders remain committed to a capitalism in which they
maintain social equity by means of laws, tax policies, and
social spending that reduce income disparity and the impact
of free markets on public health and welfare. France has
weathered the global economic crisis better than most other
big EU economies because of the relative resilience of
domestic consumer spending, a large public sector, and less
exposure to the downturn in global demand than in some
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other countries. Nonetheless, France's real GDP contracted
2.5% in 2009, but recovered somewhat in 2010, while the
unemployment rate increased from 7.4% in 2008 to 9.5% in
2010. The government pursuit of aggressive stimulus and
investment measures in response to the economic crisis,
however, are contributing to a deterioration of France's public
finances. The government budget deficit rose sharply from
3.4% of GDP in 2008 to 7.8% of GDP in 2010, while France's
public debt rose from 68% of GDP to 84% over the same
period. Paris is terminating stimulus measures, eliminating
tax credits, and freezing most government spending to bring
the budget deficit under the 3% euro-zone ceiling by 2013,
and to highlight France's commitment to fiscal discipline at a
time of intense financial market scrutiny of euro zone debt
levels. President SARKOZY - who secured passage of pension
reform in 2010 - is expected to seek passage of some tax
reforms in 2011, but he may delay additional, more costly,
reforms until after the 2012 election.

GDP (purchasing power parity):

$2.16 trillion (2010 est.)
country comparison to the world: 10

$2.126 trillion (2009 est.)

$2.18 trillion (2008 est.)
note: data are in 2010 US dollars
[see also: GDP (purchasing power parity) country ranks ]
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GDP (official exchange rate):
$2.555 trillion (2009 est.)
[see also: GDP (official exchange rate) country ranks ]

GDP - real growth rate:
1.6% (2010 est.)
country comparison to the world: 165

-2.5% (2009 est.)

0.1% (2008 est.)
[see also: GDP - real growth rate country ranks ]

GDP - per capita:
$33,300 (2010 est.)
country comparison to the world: 40

$33,000 (2009 est.)

$34,000 (2008 est.)
note: data are in 2010 US dollars
[see also: GDP - per capita country ranks ]

GDP - composition by sector:
agriculture: 1.8%

[see also: GDP - composition by sector - agriculture country

ranks ]

industry: 19.2%

[see also: GDP - composition by sector - industry country
ranks ]

services: 79% (2009 est.)

[see also: GDP - composition by sector - services country
ranks ]
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Labor force:

28.21 million (2009 est.)

country comparison to the world: 20
[see also: Labor force country ranks ]

Labor force - by occupation:

agriculture: 3.8%

[see also: Labor force - by occupation - agriculture country
ranks ]

industry: 24.3%

[see also: Labor force - by occupation - industry country ranks
]

services: 71.8% (2005)

[see also: Labor force - by occupation - services country ranks

]

Unemployment rate:
9.5% (2010 est.)

country comparison to the world: 106

9.1% (2009 est.)
[see also: Unemployment rate country ranks ]

Population below poverty line:
6.2% (2004)
[see also: Population below poverty line country ranks ]

Household income or consumption by percentage
share:

lowest 10%: 3%

[see also: Household income or consumption by percentage
share - lowest 10% country ranks ]
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highest 10%: 24.8% (2004)
[see also: Household income or consumption by percentage

share - highest 10% country ranks ]

Distribution of family income - Gini index:
32.7 (2008)
country comparison to the world: 98

32.7 (1995)
[see also: Distribution of family income - Gini index country
ranks ]

Investment (gross fixed):

19.9% of GDP (2009 est.)

country comparison to the world: 87

[see also: Investment (gross fixed) country ranks ]

Budget:
revenues: $1.241 trillion

[see also: Budget - revenues country ranks ]
expenditures: $1.441 trillion (2009 est.)
[see also: Budget - expenditures country ranks ]

Public debt:
83.5% of GDP (2010 est.)
country comparison to the world: 14

77.6% of GDP (2009 est.)
[see also: Public debt country ranks ]
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Inflation rate (consumer prices):
1.5% (2010 est.)
country comparison to the world: 40

0.1% (2009 est.)
[see also: Inflation rate (consumer prices) country ranks ]

Central bank discount rate:
1.75% (31 December 2009)
country comparison to the world: 116

3% (31 December 2008)

note: this is the European Central Bank's rate on the marginal
lending facility, which offers overnight credit to banks in the
euro area

[see also: Central bank discount rate country ranks ]

Commercial bank prime lending rate:
7.46% (31 December 2009 est.)
country comparison to the world: 117

8.13% (31 December 2008 est.)
[see also: Commercial bank prime lending rate country
ranks ]

Stock of narrow money:
$858.6 billion (31 December 2010 est)

$862.3 billion (31 December 2009 est)
note: see entry for the European Union for money supply in
the euro area; the European Central Bank (ECB) controls
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monetary policy for the 16 members of the Economic and
Monetary Union (EMU); individual members of the EMU do not
control the quantity of money circulating within their own
borders

[see also: Stock of narrow money country ranks ]

Stock of broad money:
$2.292 trillion (31 December 2010 est.)

$2.306 trillion (31 December 2009 est.)
[see also: Stock of broad money country ranks ]

Stock of domestic credit:
$4.319 trillion (31 December 2009 est.)
country comparison to the world: 7

$4.121 trillion (31 December 2008 est.)
[see also: Stock of domestic credit country ranks ]

Market value of publicly traded shares:
$1.972 trillion (31 December 2009)
country comparison to the world: 6

$1.492 trillion (31 December 2008)

$2.771 trillion (31 December 2007)
[see also: Market value of publicly traded shares country
ranks ]

Agriculture - products:
wheat, cereals, sugar beets, potatoes, wine grapes; beef,
dairy products; fish
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Industries:
machinery, chemicals, automobiles, metallurgy, aircraft,
electronics; textiles, food processing; tourism

Industrial production growth rate:

3.5% (2009 est.)

country comparison to the world: 93

[see also: Industrial production growth rate country ranks ]

Electricity - production:

535.7 billion kWh (2007 est.)

country comparison to the world: 9

[see also: Electricity - production country ranks ]

Electricity - consumption:

447 .2 billion kWh (2007 est.)

country comparison to the world: 9

[see also: Electricity - consumption country ranks ]

Electricity - exports:
58.69 billion kWh (2008 est.)
[see also: Electricity - exports country ranks ]

Electricity - imports:
10.68 billion kWh (2008 est.)

[see also: Electricity - imports country ranks ]

Oil - production:

70,820 bbl/day (2009 est.)

country comparison to the world: 57

[see also: Oil - production country ranks ]
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Oil - consumption:

1.875 million bbl/day (2009 est.)

country comparison to the world: 13

[see also: Oil - consumption country ranks ]

Oil - exports:

597,800 bbl/day (2008 est.)

country comparison to the world: 24
[see also: Qil - exports country ranks ]

Oil - imports:

2.386 million bbl/day (2008 est.)
country comparison to the world: 9
[see also: Oil - imports country ranks ]

Oil - proved reserves:

101.2 million bbl (1 January 2010 est.)

country comparison to the world: 67

[see also: Qil - proved reserves country ranks ]

Natural gas - production:

877 million cu m (2009 est.)

country comparison to the world: 64

[see also: Natural gas - production country ranks ]

Natural gas - consumption:

44.84 Dbillion cu m (2009 est.)

country comparison to the world: 18

[see also: Natural gas - consumption country ranks ]

Natural gas - exports:
1.931 billion cu m (2009 est.)
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country comparison to the world: 33
[see also: Natural gas - exports country ranks ]

Natural gas - imports:

45.85 billion cu m (2009 est.)

country comparison to the world: 5

[see also: Natural gas - imports country ranks ]

Natural gas - proved reserves:

7.079 billion cu m (1 January 2010 est.)

country comparison to the world: 83

[see also: Natural gas - proved reserves country ranks ]

Current account balance:
-$53.29 billion (2010 est.)
country comparison to the world: 187

-$51.86 billion (2009 est.)
[see also: Current account balance country ranks ]

Exports:
$508.7 billion (2010 est.)

country comparison to the world: 6

$473.9 billion (2009 est.)
[see also: Exports country ranks ]

Exports - commodities:

machinery and transportation equipment, aircraft, plastics,
chemicals, pharmaceutical products, iron and steel,
beverages
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Exports - partners:
Germany 15.88%, Italy 8.16%, Spain 7.8%, Belgium 7.44%,
UK 7.04%, US 5.65%, Netherlands 3.99% (2009)

Imports:
$577.7 billion (2010 est.)

country comparison to the world: 6

$535.8 billion (2009 est.)
[see also: Imports country ranks ]

Imports - commodities:
machinery and equipment, vehicles, crude oil, aircraft,
plastics, chemicals

Imports - partners:
Germany 19.41%, Belgium 11.61%, Italy 7.97%, Netherlands
7.15%, Spain 6.68%, UK 4.9%, US 4.72%, China 4.44% (2009)

Reserves of foreign exchange and gold:
$NA (31 December 2010 est.)

$133.1 billion (31 December 2009 est.)
[see also: Reserves of foreign exchange and gold country
ranks ]

Debt - external:
$4.698 trillion (30 June 2010)
country comparison to the world: 5

$4.935 trillion (31 December 2008)
[see also: Debt - external country ranks ]
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Stock of direct foreign investment - at home:
$1.207 trillion (31 December 2010 est.)
country comparison to the world: 2

$1.151 trillion (31 December 2009 est.)
[see also: Stock of direct foreign investment - at home
country ranks ]

Stock of direct foreign investment - abroad:
$1.837 trillion (31 December 2010 est.)
country comparison to the world: 2

$1.711 trillion (31 December 2009 est.)
[see also: Stock of direct foreign investment - abroad country
ranks ]

Exchange rates:
euros (EUR) per US dollar - 0.7715 (2010), 0.7179 (2009),
0.6827 (2008), 0.7345 (2007), 0.7964 (2006)

NOTE: The information regarding France on this page
is re-published from the 2011 World Fact Book of the
United States Central Intelligence Agency. No claims
are made regarding the accuracy of France Economy
2011 information contained here. All suggestions for
corrections of any errors about France Economy 2011
should be addressed to the CIA.
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France may leave Afghanistan in 2011
Thu Oct 28, 2010 11:21AM




b o | 22

French Defense Minister Herve Morin (C) reviews troops on
July 12, 2010 in France, during an homage ceremony to a
French soldier killed in Afghanistan.

French and some allied NATO armies may begin to
withdraw some of their forces from Afghanistan as
early as 2011, French Defense Minister Herve Morin
says.

"There's a fixed date for NATO in the framework of its new
strategy, that's the start of 2011, because in 2011 we're
going to transfer a whole series of districts to the Afghans,"
Morin said on Thursday, AFP reported.

The French minister further added that allied forces would
begin withdrawing from Afghanistan according to the
scheduled time.

"At that moment, there could be the first movements, or first
withdrawals of Allied forces from Afghanistan. In any case,
that's the calendar set by Barack Obama, that in 2011 the
first American troops could quit Afghanistan," he went on to
say.

Morin insisted, however, that the decision to withdraw was "in
no way linked" to a taped warning message broadcast by the
Al-Jazeera television network Wednesday on abduction of
Westerners.
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In an audio recording, a voice claiming to be Bin Laden stated
that last month's kidnapping of seven foreigners, five of them
French, in the Sahara Desert in northern Niger was a warning.

"How could you take part in occupying our countries and
support the Americans in killing our children and women, and
then expect to live in peace and security?" the voice asked.

France has 3,750 troops in Afghanistan, according to NATQO's
International Security Assistance Force.

A new survey conducted by IFOP, a France-based research
institute, shows that majority of the French are against
military presence in Afghanistan.

The poll, released on October 26, found that 70 percent of
French citizens oppose the Afghan war and want an
immediate withdrawal of French troops from the war-torn

country.
(17U [= W INTERNATIONAL
24 NEWS
Pl -4/7

France’s military presence in Afghanistan
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Fighting alongside US troops since 2001, the French military
deployment in Afghanistan reached 3,750 soldiers in 2009.
FRANCE 24 takes a closer look at where French troops are and
what they are doing across this troubled country.

By FRANCE 24

France has been in Afghanistan from the very beginning of
combat operations, following the launch by the US of
operation “Enduring Freedom” on October 7, 2001, in
response to the September 11 terrorist attacks.

The International Security and Assistance Force (ISAF) was
officially created at the Bonn conference on December 5,
2001. The following day, a battalion of 220 French soldiers
arrived in the Afghan town of Mazar-e-Sharif, in the north of
the country.

In November 2009 the French contingent numbered some
3,750 men and women. In December, however, US President
Barack Obama called on his allies to increase their troop
commitments. This request was initially ignored by France,
which finally relented in February 2010 with the
announcement it would sent 80 “gendarmes” to work in
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support of the Afghan National Army, bringing the French
commitment to more than 3,800.

2 LTAJIKISTAN

| DUSHANBE

French military presence in AfghanistanFrance 24

Air support (Dushanbe, Tajikistan): Two Transall C-160,
military transport aircraft, ensure the delivery of supplies into
the conflict zone. One C-135 is used for in flight refuelling.

The Joint Tactical Group of Kapisa assists the Afghan
National Army in security operations in the region.

Drones in Baghram: Two Harfang drones carry out
monitoring and reconnaissance missions for ground troops.
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The Headquarter Battalion (BCS) based in Kabul
coordinates logistical operations for all French troops in the
war zone.

The Helicopter Battalion (Bathelico), also based in Kabul,
is used for ground support, surveillance, medical evacuation
missions and transporting troops.

The aerial combat unit in Kandahar comprises three
Mirage 2000 and three Mirage F1 jet fighters.

The Charles-de-Gaulle aircraft carrier is used for several
air support missions.

41 French soldiers have died in combat operations in
Afghanistan. The deadliest attack came in the summer of
2008, when a Taliban ambush in the eastern valley of Uzbin
killed 10 French soldiers and wounded 21 others.
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ANALYSIS: Leaked cables expose French establishment

support of US in Iraq and Afghanistan
Friday, 24 December 2010 16:14 Henry Adams and Fred

Moreau

So far WikiLeaks has released 110 cables from the U.S.
embassy in Paris. -- The Trotskyist website WSWS said Friday
that they show "how the French political establishment has
moved to support the illegal U.S. invasions of Iraq and
Afghanistan. Under the guise of the 'war on terrorism,' the
French ruling class supports Washington to secure its own
imperialist interests, acting with contempt for public
opinion."[1] -- Kumaran Ira noted that before the 2007
presidential elections, both the ultimate victor, Nicolas
Sarkozy, and the Parti Socialiste opposition were at pains to
make clear to U.S. officials that their future policies would not
be overtly anti-American, like the policy of President Jacques
Chirac with respect to the war in Irag. -- "Such cables expose
the basic hypocrisy of the P.S., which has issued tactical

criticisms of U.S. wars and occasionally opposed war-related
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measures in the National Assembly, when its position would
not affect the outcome of the vote. When speaking privately
to U.S. officials, however, the P.S. makes clear that its
‘principles' will not prevent it from 'flexibly' accommodating to
all the wars of the U.S." ...

1.WIKILEAKS CABLES EXPOSE FRANCE'S
COLLABORATION WITH U.S. IMPERIALISM

By Kumaran lra

WSWS

December 24, 2010
http://www.wsws.org/articles/2010/dec2010/fran-d24.shtml
Cables leaked to WikiLeaks expose how the French political

establishment has moved to support the illegal US invasions
of Irag and Afghanistan. Under the guise of the “war on
terrorism”, the French ruling class supports Washington to
secure its own imperialist interests, acting with contempt for

public opinion.

In particular, the U.S. occupations of Irag and Afghanistan are
extremely unpopular. Over 65 percent of the French
population opposes the war. Nonetheless, France’s major
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parties have committed to aggressive war, lining up with the
US to defend French imperialist interests abroad, while
destroying the living standards of the working class through a
series of austerity measures at home.

Cables published on WikiLeaks show that Sarkozy and his
political team were in frequent contact with the U.S.
diplomats long before assuming the French presidency in
2007. This was part of a broader attempt by Paris to mend
relations with Washington. Though Chirac kept French
airspace open to U.S. military flights to Iraq, Washington
never forgave Chirac’s opposition to the U.S. invasion of lraq
at the United Nations in 2003.

Sarkozy’s relations with the U.S. were so close that he
confirmed his candidacy for the 2007 presidential election to
the U.S. embassy some 16 months before he did so to the
French public in 2006.

According to one cable, “Sarkozy lamented the troubled state
of U.S.-France relations during recent years. He drew a sharp
distinction between disagreeing with friends and undercutting
them. He said, ‘we should always be able to disagree.’
Calling it something he ‘would never do’, he cited President
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Chirac’s, and then-Foreign Minister de Villepin’s, use of
France’s Security Council veto against the U.S. .. . as an
unjustifiable and excessive reaction to a difference of views.”
Shortly before Sarkozy announced his candidacy, the U.S.
embassy in Paris wrote, “He is a markedly different
presidential heavyweight, pro-American and committed to
free-market principles. Sarkozy is the French political leader
most supportive of the U.S. role in the world. Sarkozy has
told the Ambassador on several occasions that France needs
to help the U.S. ‘get out of Iraq.” Sarkozy's pro-American
orientation has earned him the sobriquet ‘Sarkozy the
American,” and his affinity for Americans and the U.S. is
genuine and heartfelt.”

In fact, Sarkozy’s “affinity” for the U.S. is mainly the
grovelling admiration of a little imperialist thug for a more
powerful imperialist thug, while dealing more ruthlessly with
the workers at home. This is quite clear from Sarkozy’s
policies. Once Sarkozy was in power, he carried out social
cuts, praising U.S.-style free-market economic policies, and
reinforced the French contingent in the NATO occupation of
Afghanistan.
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In his desire to ingratiate himself with Washington, Sarkozy
went so far as to tell U.S. officials that he might send French
troops to Iraq in support of the U.S. occupation if elected. In
2006, Sarkozy met Bush’s Justice Minister Alberto Gonzales
during the latter’s visit to Paris. The U.S. ambassador wrote,
“Sarkozy stated that France and the international community
would have to help the United States resolve the situation in
Iraqg, as the U.S. could not do so alone; perhaps with

international forces eventually replacing the U.S.”

Ultimately, Sarkozy did not send troops to Iraq in the
aftermath of his election in 2007, for fear of provoking mass
opposition. However, Sarkozy has continued his collaboration
with the criminal policies of U.S. imperialism, such as the war
in Afghanistan, in violation of public opinion. According to
one U.S. diplomatic cable, Sarkozy views this policy with
pride.

In September 2006, Sarkozy for the first time met briefly with
George W. Bush during a meeting with the latter's national
security adviser, Stephen Hadley. The secret cable says,
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“Sarkozy said he felt ‘proud and honored to meet with
President Bush.’ . .. Sarkozy went on to explain that he
considers it an opportunity to ‘affirm my loyal friendship for
the U.S., which, though it may be unpopular’ (in France), ‘I
nevertheless openly avow.””

Sarkozy was rewarded with his cut of the spoils. After his
election, French oil firm Total won bids for oilfields in U.S.-
occupied lraq, and France opened its first military base in the
Persian Gulf. In 2008, France sent more French troops to
Afghanistan to support the NATO-led occupation of
Afghanistan. In 2009 Sarkozy announced that France would
rejoin NATO’s command structure, in which France had not
formally participated since 1966.

While occasionally making tactical criticisms of Sarkozy’s
foreign policy, the main bourgeois “left” party, the Parti
Socialiste (PS) -- and its political satellites like the Parti
Communiste Francais (PCF) -- support Sarkozy’s alignment
with U.S. imperialism. These parties have themselves played
an important role in French imperialist policy, such as
France’s participation in the Afghan war. In 2001 the P.S.-led
“Plural Left” government (PS, PCF, and Greens) of then-Prime
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Minister Lionel Jospin sent troops to Afghanistan.

The P.S.’s commitment to U.S. wars of aggression exposes the
political bankruptcy of petty-bourgeois pseudo-“left”
organizations like France’s Nouveau Parti Anti-capitaliste
(NPA), who argue that the PS is part of the “left” and must be
pushed to the left.

One such indication of the P.S.’s commitment to war and
imperialism was the fact that several of its members defected
to serve in the conservative Sarkozy administration.

The U.S. embassy was delighted when Sarkozy nominated
Bernard Kouchner as foreign minister. Kouchner was a former
P.S. member, who openly supported the U.S. invasion of Iraqg
on the basis of lies that Irag had weapons of mass
destruction. According to the U.S. embassy, “Kouchner’s
nomination to lead the Quai d’'Orsay [the French foreign
ministry] represents the accomplishment of the dream of a
lifetime.” Kouchner’s 2007 visit to Baghdad, applauded by
the U.S., marked a sign of France’s official reconciliation with
the U.S. occupation of Iraq.

According to another cable, Kouchner also sought to convince
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U.S. officials that France would be a U.S. ally in Afghanistan
over the long-term. He met U.S. Secretary of Defense Robert
Gates in Paris in February this year, pledging that France
would stay in Afghanistan as long as there were U.S. forces in
the country.

However, leaked cables show that leading P.S. figures -- such
as former P.S. secretary Francois Hollande and 2007 P.S.
presidential candidate Segolene Royal -- had long discussions
with U.S. officials on foreign and domestic policies.

Having won the P.S. presidential nomination for the 2007
election, the U.S. embassy wrote, “Royal has made clear that
she opposed the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq in 2003, and what
she saw as the high-handed U.S. dismissal of multilateral,
U.N.-led efforts to defuse the crisis. However, in some of her
more recent statements on Iraqg, Royal has clearly broken with
the conventional wisdom in France, particularly that of the
French left.”

In its comment, the embassy said, “If elected, Royal appears
to be someone who would approach world affairs
pragmatically and would seek to maintain a close, if critical,
relationship with the U.S.”
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In 2006, Pierre Moscovici, the P.S.’s national secretary for
international relations, met with the visiting ambassador to
NATO, Victoria Nuland, to discuss the positions of a potential
P.S. administration on transatlantic relations.

A cable says, “Moscovici asserted that the P.S. leadership was
favorably disposed toward the U.S. and described the P.S. as
ultimately less anti-American than Chirac. While it was likely
to be tougher on questions of principle, he judged that the
P.S. would be more flexible in practice. He described Chirac
as a dogmatist who had pandered too much to domestic
opinion, and accused Chirac of actively working against the
U.S. in the run-up to the Iraq war and threatening a veto ‘too
early,” before the U.N. had had an opportunity to explore all
possible avenues.”

Such cables expose the basic hypocrisy of the P.S., which has
issued tactical criticisms of U.S. wars and occasionally
opposed war-related measures in the National Assembly,
when its position would not affect the outcome of the vote.
When speaking privately to U.S. officials, however, the P.S.
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makes clear that its “principles” will not prevent it from
“flexibly” accommodating to all the wars of the U.S.
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