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Al-Qaida No. 2 al-Zawahri says US options in Iraq all bad

Al-Qaida No. 2 al-Zawahri says US options in Iraq all bad
By PAKINAM AMER and KATARINA KRATOVAC
The Associated Press

Friday, April 18, 2008; 8:46 AM

CAIRO, Egypt -- Al-Qaida's No. 2 said in an audiotape released Friday that the United
States will lose whether it stays in Iraq or withdraws, and he sneered that President Bush
.just wants to pass the problem on to his successor

The message from Ayman al-Zawahri released early Friday on a militant Web site
appeared to be one of the most quickly prepared tapes produced by al-Qaida _ referring
to Congressional testimony only last week by the top U.S. commander in Iraq, Gen.
David Petraeus, in which he recommended a halt to further U.S. troop withdrawals until
.after July

Bush said last week he would give Petraeus all the time needed to reassess U.S. troop
.strength in Iraq after the current drawdown of U.S. troops ends in July

The truth is that if Bush keeps all his forces in Iraq until doomsday and until they enter"
hell, they will only see crisis and defeat by the will of God," said al-Zawahri, the deputy
.of al-Qaida chief Osama bin Laden



If the American forces leave, they will lose everything. And if they stay, they will bleed"
.to death," he said

The authenticity of the 16-minute recording, entitled "Five Years of the Invasion of Iraq
and Decades of Injustice by Tyrants," could not be independently verified. But it carried
the logo of al-Qaida's media wing. It was the second message this month attributed to the
.terror network's chief strategist

Bush's stance guarantees a heavy U.S. military presence in Iraq for the rest of his
presidency as the war grinds into its sixth year. The Bush administration plans to shrink
.the current force of 160,000 American troops in Iraq to about 140,000 by the end of July

Bush declared that he will grant Petraeus all the time he needs, a ridiculous show to"
cover up for the failure in Iraq and to allow Bush to evade the decision to withdraw the
forces, which is an admission of the failure of the crusader invasion of Iraq, by passing

.the problem on to the next president," al-Zawahri said

Al-Qaida leaders have sped up their reactions to events with such messages _ a sign of
the sophistication of the group's media network despite having to work underground.
Even so, usually messages refer to events that took place several weeks earlier, so the

.reference to Petraeus marked an unusually fast turnaround

Al-Zawabhri also called in his latest message for Muslim support of jihad in Iraq, and for
.backing al-Qaida's affiliate there, the Islamic State of Iraq

He taunted the so-called Awakening Councils in Iraq _ Sunni fighters who switched sides
.and joined the Americans in fighting predominantly Sunni al-Qaida militants

Weren't these Awakening (Councils) supposed to hasten the departure of the American"
forces, or are these Awakenings in need of someone to defend them and protect them," al-
.Zawahri asked

Al-Qaida in Iraq fighters have increasingly targeted Awakening Council members, killing
around a dozen in shootings and bombings in the past week. On Thursday, a suicide
bomber struck the funeral of two council members north of Baghdad, killing 50
.mourners

Al-Zawabhri criticized anti-U.S. cleric Mugtada al-Sadr, who has ordered his militia in
Iraq to halt attacks on American and Iraqi forces. He "has become the laughing stock of
.the world" and is a "toy" in Iran's hands, he said

The al-Qaida deputy _ whose group is made up of Sunni extremists _ also spoke out
.against mainly Shiite Iran and what he called its expansionist plans

He said Tehran "has clear goals, which are the annexation of southern Iraq and the east of
.the Arabian Peninsula" as well as strengthening ties to its followers in southern Lebanon



He said that if Iran achieves its goals, "this will add oil to the fire which is already ablaze.
".This will explode the situation in an already exploding region

‘ http://www.washingtonpost.com/wpdyn/content/article/2008/04/18/AR2008041800439.html ‘
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Qaeda's Zawahri says U.S. war on lIraq a failure
By Lin Noueihed

DUBAI, April 18 (Reuters) - Al Qaeda's second-in-command Ayman al-
Zawahri said in an audio message to mark five years since the U.S.-led



invasion of lraq that Washington's war had brought nothing but failure
and defeat.

Zawahri mocked George W. Bush's decision to suspend troop
withdrawals from Iraq this summer, saying the U.S. president was
scared of admitting defeat and was trying to pass the "problem" on to
his successor instead.

"What the American invasion of Iraq has reached, today, after five
years, is ... failure and defeat," Zawahri said in the tape posted on a
website used by Islamist groups.

“The American troops, if they leave will lose everything and if they stay
will bleed to death. This is what Bush has chosen for his army and his
people, who elected him twice."

Bush endorsed this month a recommendation by his commander in
Iraq to complete the withdrawal in July of about 20,000 extra combat
forces deployed last year, but then imposed a 45-day freeze on the
remaining 140,000 troops to assess the security situation before
considering more cuts.

"This is a stupid drama to cover up the failure in Iraq and for Bush to
escape from the decision of withdrawing his forces, which would be
considered an announcement of the defeat of the Crusader invasion of
Irag, and to pass the problem to the next president," Zawahri said.

The authenticity of the tape could not immediately be verified but the
voice sounded like Zawabhri.

AWAKENING COUNCILS

Zawahri also mocked U.S. hopes that the so-called Awakening Councils,
security units created by Sunni Arab tribal groups to fight al Qaeda in
Irag, would restore stability to the country.

The units are credited with reducing violence but have grown
increasingly impatient with politicians. Sunni insurgents have
regrouped in some areas.

“Should these Awakenings not have speeded up the withdrawal of
American forces or do they need someone to defend and protect
them?" he said.

Zawahri warned that Iran sought to spread its control over Shi'ite-
populated areas across the region to Lebanon, where it has an ally in



Hezbollah.

He warned the United States against considering any agreement with
Iran over the region.

“Iran's objectives are clear: the inclusion of southern Iraq and the east
of the (Arabian) peninsula and spreading to join its followers in
southern Lebanon," he said.

“If an understanding was reached with it on the basis of some or all of
its objectives...this understanding would pour oil on the blazing fire and
blow up the situation in a really explosive region."

Zawahri also mocked anti-U.S. Shi'ite Muslim cleric Mogtada al-Sadr,
saying he was being used by Iranian intelligence.

The top two U.S. officials in Iraq accused Iran this month of fuelling
recent fighting in Baghdad and the southern city of Basra, where
security forces have battled Mehdi Army militiamen loyal to Sadr.

"Sadr has become the world's laughing stock," he said. "In this way the
Iranian intelligence has played with this naive boy who claims
resistance against the occupation by handing in his weapons to them
once and protesting against them another time." (Editing by Giles
Elgood)

lhttp://www.reuters.com/article/middleeastCrisis/idUSL18620227
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Message de Zawahiri aux musulmans

Le numéro deux du réseau al-Qaida Ayman al-Zawabhiri a exhorté les musulmans a rallier
lI'insurrection en Irak, dans un enregistrement audio mis en ligne aujourd'hui sur internet.

Source : AFP

http://lwww.lefigaro.fr/flash-actu/2008/04/22/01011-20080422FILWWWO00276-message-de-
zawabhiri-aux-musulmans.php
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Pour Zawahiri, l'lrak va devenir «la forteresse de
I'islam»

Le numéro deux du réseau terroriste Al-Qaeda, Ayman Al-
Zawahiri, estime que l'lrak deviendra «tres bientoét la
forteresse de l'islam», dans un message audio diffusé a
I'occasion du 5e anniversaire de l'invasion américaine de I'lrak.

Dans cet enregistrement de 16 minutes, mis en ligne jeudi soir sur des
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sites islamistes, Zawabhiri, d'origine égyptienne, accuse en outre I'lran
chiite de chercher a annexer le sud de I'lrak et dénonce le pouvoir en
Egypte qui selon lui «affame» son peuple en application d'un «plan
ameéricano-sioniste».

Capté par SITE Intelligence Group, un centre spécialisé dans la
surveillance des sites islamistes, le message contient des références a
I'audition le 8 avril devant le Congres du général David Petraeus, plus
haut grade américain en Irak, et a des manifestations de contestation
contre la vie chere le 6 avril en Egypte. Des preuves, selon SITE, qu'il a
été enregistré récemment.

«Bush a déclaré gu'il donnera a Petraeus tout le temps qu'il voudra (...)
ce qui permet a Bush d'échapper a la décision de retirer les troupes. En
laissant le probleme au prochain président, Bush déclare la défaite de
I'invasion des croisés en Irak», affirme Zawabhiri.

Le 10 avril, le président George W. Bush a annoncé qu'il était favorable
a un gel dans le retrait des troupes américaines en Irak apres juillet,
conformément aux recommandations du général Petraeus. «Je lui ai dit
gu'il aurait tout le temps gu'il lui faut» pour évaluer la situation, a dit
M. Bush.

Ayman al-Zawabhiri a en outre tourné en ridicule les tribus locales
sunnites en Irak ralliées aux forces américaines pour combattre Al-
Qaeda. Réunis au sein de «Réveils», ces combattants sont en grande
majorité d'anciens membres de l'insurrection antiaméricaine.

«Alors ou sont ces «Conseils de Réveils» alors que Petraeus a annoncé
voila six mois qu'ils allaient remporter la victoire en Irak? Ces Conseils
ont-ils besoin de quelgqu'un pour les défendre et les protéger?» a-t-il
raillé.

Encore jeudi, des miliciens sunnites membres de ces Conseils ont été
pris pour cible dans des attaques qui ont fait au moins 53 tués en lIrak.

«Trés bientot, I'lrak va devenir la forteresse de I'islam, d'ou seront
lancées les brigades pour libérer la mosquée Al-Agsa» a Jérusalem, a
dit Zawahiri.

Selon lui, «I'lran a des objectifs clairs, qui sont I'annexion du sud de
I'lrak et de I'est de la péninsule arabique et I'expansion en vue de
pouvoir communiquer avec ses fideles dans le sud du Liban», a-t-il
encore dit en allusion au Hezbollah libanais chiite.

Selon lui, un éventuel «complot» fomenté contre I'lrak par les Etats-
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Unis et I'lran provoquerait une «explosion de la région». Washington et
Téhéran s'accusent mutuellement de faire du tort a I'lrak.

Zawabhiri a aussi appelé les musulmans a lutter pour la création d'un
grand Etat musulman: «Nous voulons seulement récupérer nos droits
avec nos propres mains et non a travers des élections dérisoires et
frauduleuses».

Il s'agit du deuxieme enregistrement de Zawahiri diffusé en avril. Le 2
avril, il avait accusé I'ONU d'étre «I'ennemi de l'islam et des
musulmans».

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/article/20080418/CPMONDE/80418033/1032/CPMONDE
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Bombings kill nearly 60 in Sunni areas of Iraq

BAGHDAD — Bombings blamed on al-Qaida in Iraq tore through market
areas in Baghdad and outside the capital on Tuesday, killing nearly 60
people and shattering weeks of relative calm in Sunni-dominated
areas.

The bloodshed _ in four cities as far north as Mosul and as far west as
Ramadi _ struck directly at U.S. claims that the Sunni insurgency is
waning and being replaced by Shiite militia violence as a major threat.
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The deadliest blasts took place in Bagouba and Ramadi, two cities
where the U.S. military has claimed varying degrees of success in
getting Sunnis to turn against al-Qaida.

In Bagouba, the Diyala provincial capital 35 miles northeast of the
capital, a parked car exploded about 11:30 a.m. in front of a restaurant
across the street from the central courthouse and other government
offices.

Many of the victims were on their way to the court, at the restaurant or
in cars passing through the area. A man identifying himself as Abu
Sarmad had just ordered lunch.

"I heard a big explosion and hot wind threw me from my chair to
outside the restaurant," he said from his hospital bed.

The force of the blast jolted the concrete barriers erected along the
road to protect the courthouse, witnesses said.

At least 40 people were killed and 70 wounded, according to hospital
officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity because they weren't
authorized to release the information.

The U.S. military in northern Iraq gave a slightly lower toll, saying 35
Iragi citizens were killed, including a policeman, and 66 wounded. It
said the blast destroyed three buses and damaged 10 shops.

AP Television News footage showed many of the bodies covered in
crisp white sheets and black plastic bags in a hospital courtyard while
the emergency room inside was overwhelmed with the wounded.

It was the deadliest bombing in Iraq since March 6, when a twin
bombing killed 68 people in a crowded shopping district in the central
Baghdad district of Karradah. The attack was also the deadliest in
Baqouba since The Associated Press began tracking lraqi casualties in
late April 2005.

The U.S. military said Tuesday that attacks in Bagouba have dropped
noticeably since last June. But a series of assassinations and other
high-profile attacks have occurred in and around the city this year, and
American commanders have consistently warned that al-Qaida-led
insurgents continue to pose a serious danger.

"Although attacks such as today's event are tragic, it is not indicative
of the overall security situation in Baqouba," Maj. Mike Garcia, a
spokesman for U.S. forces in Diyala province, said in a statement.

According to an AP count, at least 126 Iraqis have been killed in war-
related violence in Bagouba so far in 2008; the majority, 65, were killed
in 10 separate bombings. At least 818 Iraqis were killed in war-related
violence in the city last year, up slightly from 793 the year before.

Bagouba and Ramadi were strongholds of al-Qaida in Iraq and saw
some of the fiercest fighting of the U.S.-led war until local Sunni tribal
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leaders fed up with the terror network's brutal tactics joined forces with
the U.S. military against it last year.

The Sunni revolt, an influx of some 30,000 American troops and a
cease-fire by radical Shiite cleric Muqgtada al-Sadr led to a decline in
violence there as well as in Baghdad.

In particular, the U.S. military has touted Ramadi as a success story.
The former al-Qaida stronghold, 70 miles west of Baghdad, is the
capital of Anbar province and has largely been sealed off by
checkpoints.

Tuesday's bombing in Ramadi came about an hour after the Baqouba
attack.

A suicide attacker on a motorcycle drove up to a kebab restaurant,
went inside and detonated his explosives vest, killing at least 13
people, including three off-duty policemen and two children, and
wounding 20, according to police and hospital officials.

Ahmed al-Dulaimi, a 27-year-old mechanic, escaped injury because he
was sitting at a back table. But he said his cousin, who owned the
restaurant, was killed.

“"Suddenly a motorcycle parked near the restaurant and a man came
running in and then a huge explosion took place," al-Dulaimi said.
"Pieces of flesh flew into the air and the roof fell over us."

The blast in central Baghdad also took place shortly after midday. A
parked car bomb targeted a police patrol, killing four civilians who were
passing by and wounding 15 other people, police said.

The U.S. military condemned the bombings in Bagouba, Ramadi and
Baghdad and said they appeared to have been carried out by al-Qaida
in Iraq.

The fourth bombing took place in Mosul, a city 225 miles northwest of
Baghdad that the U.S. military has called the last urban stronghold for
al-Qaida in Iraq.

At 3:45 p.m., a double car bombing wounded three Iraqgi policemen and
15 civilians, the U.S. military said. Iraqi police Brig. Gen. Khalid Abdul-
Satter said the attack killed one civilian was killed and wounded 16
others.

U.S.-allied Sunni fighters have found themselves increasingly targeted
by violence and frustrated by a perceived lack of support by the Shiite-
dominated government.

The purported leader of the al-Qaida umbrella group, the Islamic State
of Iraq, called on those who switched sides to return to the insurgency.
He made his statement in an Internet audiotape posted Tuesday on a
militant Web site.
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Abu Omar al-Baghdadi, whom the U.S. has described as a fictitious
character used to give an Iraqi face to the organization, urged the
Sunnis to direct their arms against "the Crusaders and those who

support them," using typical militant rhetoric for the United States.

While the Sunni insurgency has recently appeared to wane, the U.S.
military has increasingly pointed to Shiite militia violence as one of the
greatest threats to Iraqg's stability.

On Tuesday, Shiite extremists clashed again with U.S.-Iraqi forces in
Baghdad and the oil-rich southern city of Basra.

U.S. soldiers backed by an airstrike killed six militants after a gunbattle
broke out in the Sudayrah area, near Baghdad's main Shiite militia
stronghold of Sadr City, the military said. Iraqi police in the area
claimed that two boys were among those killed in the airstrike, but the
military said no civilian casualties were reported.

In southern Iraq, three aides to Iraq's top Shiite cleric, Grand Ayatollah
Ali al-Sistani, escaped assassination in separate attacks Tuesday,
although two of them were seriously wounded, police said.

The attacks came four days after a top al-Sadr aide was assassinated
in Najaf.

‘ http://www.foxnews.com/wires/2008Apr15/0,4670,Iraq,00.html ‘
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New Al-Qaida in Iraq tape calls for monthlong
offensive

By OMAR SINAN - Apr 19, 2008

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — A man claiming to be the leader of al-Qaida in
Irag vowed in an audiotape released Saturday to launch a monthlong
offensive against U.S. troops.

There was no independent confirmation that the voice belonged to Abu
Hamza al-Muhajir, also known as Abu Ayyub al-Masri, but it sounded
exactly like the one heard on previous audiotapes.

Al-Muhajir has been the leader of al-Qaida in Iraq since his predecessor
Abu Musab al-Zargawi was killed in a U.S. airstrike northeast of
Baghdad in 2006.

“We call on our beloved ones ... that each unit should present the head
of an American as a gift to the charlatan Bush ... in addition to one of
the apostate servants and slaves of the awakening (councils) during a
one-month period," he said in the tape, posted on an Internet site
known for its militant contents.

He made clear that the 30-day period begins from the day of the
audiotape's release.

The release of the tape follows a series of deadly attacks that have
raised fears of a possible al-Qaida in Iraq resurgence. Militants have
targeted members of the awakening councils, Sunni Arab tribesmen
and former insurgents who changed sides and are now fighting al-
Qaida alongside U.S. forces.

18



On Thursday, a suicide bomber struck the funeral of two anti-al-Qaida

Sunnis north of Baghdad, killing 50 mourners. Two days earlier, suicide
bombings in four major cities in northern and central Iraq killed nearly
60 people and shattered weeks of calm in Sunni-dominated areas.

The bloodshed occurred despite U.S. insistence that the Sunni
insurgency is waning and that al-Qaida, a Sunni organization, had been
driven deep underground by enhanced security measures.

Saturday's tape quoted heavily from the Quran, Islam's holy book, and
the sayings of the Prophet Muhammad. It contained no announcements
on strategy or tactics, offering instead general advice on combat to al-
Qaida in Iraq fighters and urging them to diligently perform their
religious duties.

He called on his followers to united behind his leadership and heed his
counsel.

"As long as our hearts are together, obeying a leader that we trust ...
then, | swear to God, if America brought all its armies and its men and
women to fight us, we will win," he said.

‘ http://ap.google.com/article/ALegM5hH8t6nw74rPniXuvtkzFBo1B3sfgD9057S5200 ‘
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Two Bombs Kill Nearly 60 People, Injure Scores in Iraq

BAGHDAD, April 15 -- Two bombings killed nearly 60 people Tuesday in
parts of Irag where U.S. and Iraqi forces have claimed significant
success in combating Sunni insurgent groups.

A car bombing in central Baqubah, the capital of northeastern Diyala
province, killed at least 47 people, an Iragi military spokesman said. A
suicide bomber in Ramadi, west of Baghdad in Anbar province, killed at least
10 people at a restaurant frequented by police, according to local
officials. Bombs also exploded in Baghdad and the northern city of
Mosul, but the U.S. military said those blasts did not cause fatalities.

The U.S. military said the bombings in Bagubah and Ramadi appeared
to have been carried out by al-Qaeda in Irag, @ predominantly homegrown
Sunni insurgent group that has often targeted policemen and other
representatives of Iraq's Shiite-led government.

Al-Qaeda in Irag has conducted fewer attacks in recent months and
seemed to have lost influence as a result of U.S.-led military operations
and campaigns to turn the local population against the insurgency.
American officials have warned that the group remains a potent threat.
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U.S. and Iraqi commanders have focused lately on Shiite militias, after
an lraqi-led offensive in the southern city of Basra late last month that
sparked violent resistance from militia members there and in Baghdad.

Iraqi officials in Diyala said Tuesday evening that the bomb, which was
hidden in a Chevrolet sedan parked in a busy area known as Old
Baqubah, also wounded 82 people. Earlier in the day, the U.S. military
said the blast had killed 36 people and injured 67.

The victims included women and children, and many of the injured
were in critical condition Tuesday, said Col. Ali Jassem, a spokesman for
a local military center staffed by Iraqgi and U.S. military personnel.

Jassem called the bombing the "most devastating attack to have taken
place in Diyala since 2003," and noted that the assailants penetrated
an area that was considered relatively secure.

"Half of the dead people are still at the Bagubah morgue because it is
so hard to identify their bodies," Jassem said.

The bomb detonated at approximately 12:30 p.m. as people were
filling out government forms at a nearby courthouse. It destroyed 15
vehicles, set 13 shops on fire and killed people in buses driving past
the sedan at the time of the blast, Iraqgi officials said.

The bomb killed at least one policeman and damaged a restaurant
frequented by members of Iraq's security forces, Jassem said.
Courthouses have been targeted in the past by Sunni insurgents, who
reject the legitimacy of Irag's government.

Courthouses have become busy in recent weeks because scores of
Iraqis have filed applications to get loved ones released from
government custody under a recently approved amnesty law

Abdullah Jabar al-Qaisi, one of the people wounded in Baqubah, said he
had been heading to court to fill out paperwork to secure the release of
his brother.

“I heard a loud Wham! that lifted me to the air and threw me back on
the ground," he said. "l saw body pieces and human bodies flying and
slapping the ground."

Jassem Muhsin Alwan, a doctor at a Baqubah hospital, said more than
85 people were being treated there. "Many families are still coming
around looking for their sons," he said.

The attacks came shortly after the release of a recorded message
attributed to Abu Omar al-Baghdadi, the leader of the Islamic State of Iraq,
a Sunni umbrella organization believed to have been founded by al-
Qaeda in Irag. The message was uploaded on a Web site frequently
used by the Islamic State of Irag to communicate with its followers.

The message urged people to break ties with Iraqi security forces and
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Awakening councils, groups made up of Sunnis who oppose extremists.
It encouraged supporters to step up attacks against U.S. forces and
also Iraqgis working with them. The authenticity of the message could
not be confirmed.

U.S. military officials in Baqubah said violence in the area has dropped
by 80 percent since June. Capt. Stephen Bomar, a U.S. military
spokesman, called the bombing a "random act of violence from a
desperate enemy."

In Ramadi, at least 10 people were killed when a suicide bomber
detonated explosives inside a restaurant, according to Tariq Yousif al-
Asal al-Dulaimi, a police commander. "University students and
policemen usually attend this restaurant,” he said.

A patron who was injured in that attack said the bomber walked into
the restaurant wearing a dishdasha, a long tunic commonly worn by
Arab men. A waiter invited him to take a seat anywhere he wanted.

After screaming "God is great," the bomber "blew himself up,"” said the
diner, Fawzi Mohammed al-Swedawi, 43.

In Mosul, where U.S. officials said members of al-Qaeda in Iraq have
gathered after leaving other parts of the country, a roadside bomb
exploded near an Iragi police checkpoint at approximately 3:45 p.m. as a
U.S. military convoy was passing through, a U.S. military spokeswoman
said. As the first responders approached the scene, a car bomb
exploded. Three Iraqi policemen and 15 civilians were wounded.

"The enemy continues to maim innocent civilians and harm those
trying to come to their aid," Maj. Peggy Kageleiry, a U.S. military
spokeswoman, said by e-mail. "It's cruel and inhuman, and despite
this, new recruits are continuing to come into" Iraqi security forces.

In the central Baghdad district of Rusafa, a car bomb wounded 11
people, the U.S. military said.

Meanwhile, in Karbala, south of Baghdad, suspected Shiite militia
members kidnapped six Iraqi soldiers, said Rahman Imshawir, a police
spokesman in the city.

Five of the soldiers were killed and showed signs of torture, according
to Salim Kadhim, the director of Karbala's health department.

"We have received five dead bodies of the soldiers," he said. "Their
arms and legs were broken, and they were shot in the head and the
chest."

In the south, three aides to Iraq's top Shiite cleric, Grand Ayatollah Ali
Sistani, escaped assassination in separate attacks Tuesday, although
two of them were seriously wounded, the Associated Press reported

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/04/15/AR2008041500508_2.html?
sid=ST2008041500097
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Abou Omar Al-Baghdadi, I'homme invisible d'Al-Qaeda

Ceux qui le traquent ne l'ont jamais vu, et on ne connait pas de
photo de lui. L'lrakien Abou Omar Al-Baghdadi serait le chef de
la branche d'Al-Qaeda en Irak, selon lI'organisation extrémiste,
mais elle n'a jamais prouvé de facon irréfutable son existence.

Alors que le gouvernement de Bagdad annonce comme imminente la
«bataille finale» contre les affiliés d'Oussama ben Laden, le
commandement américain en Irak a encore des doutes sur la réalité de
cette figure de I'ombre.

En octobre 2006, Al-Qaeda proclame sur internet la naissance d'un
«Etat islamique en Irak», censé rassembler tous les groupes de
I'insurrection sunnite.

Sur le modele des talibans afghans avec Mollah Omar, ils nomment a
la téte de ce califat virtuel un «commandeur des croyants» (Amir Al-
Mominin): Abou Omar Al-Baghdadi, un personnage largement inconnu.

Il a dirigé le département de la charia d'une précédente alliance de
groupes insurgés dominée par Al-Qaeda. Chargé de promulguer des
fatwas, statuant par exemple sur le sort des otages, il disposait alors
d'un tribunal islamique dont les verdicts étaient sans appel.

En mai 2007, les autorités irakiennes affirment qu'Al-Baghdadi a été
tué lors d'un raid a Bagdad, mais les Américains révelent que la
victime est en fait le porte-parole d'Al-Qaeda, «ministre de
I'Information» de I'Etat islamique, Mouhareb Abdelatif Al-Joubouri.

Deux mois plus tard, coup de théatre: le commandement américain
clame qu'Abou Omar n'existe pas. C'est un «personnage fictif» créé
pour «donner un visage irakien» a Al-Qaeda, en fait contrélé par les
jihadistes étrangers, assure le général Kevin Bergner.

L'armée américaine affirme avoir découvert I'imposture apres
I'arrestation le 4 juillet d'un haut responsable d'Al-Qaeda en Irak,
Khaled Al-Mashadani, servant d'intermédiaire avec Oussama ben
Laden.

Mashadani a révélé que I'auto-proclamé Etat islamique n'est qu'une

«organisation de facade» et son guide une illusion pour «masquer
I'influence» des combattants étrangers sur Al-Qaeda.
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Son rble physique est joué par un Irakien, Abdoullah Al-Naima, proche
des milieux salafistes, affirme méme la coalition.

Pour Washington, le vrai chef d'Al-Qaeda en Irak est I'Egyptien Abou
Hamza al-Muhaijir, plus connu sous le nom d'Abou Ayyoub al-Masri,
«ministre de la Guerre» du califat.

Teint mat et profil d'aigle, cet homme d'une quarantaine d'années a
été désigné officiellement en juin 2006 par Al-Qaeda pour succéder au
Jordanien Abou Moussab Al-Zargaoui, tué quelques jours plus tot dans
une frappe américaine.

En novembre 2006, Al-Masri a prété allégeance dans un message
audio a Al-Baghdadi, déclarant «mettre a sa disposition 12.000
combattants».

Mais Al-Masri «n'a fait que préter allégeance a lui-méme, Al-Baghdadi
n'étant qu'une fiction», selon le général Bergner.

Depuis, tous les spécialistes du dossier reconnaissent le role de
premier plan de I'Egyptien au sein de la hiérarchie d'Al-Qaeda. Reste
I'énigme Al-Baghdadi.

En quinze mois de «califat», le xcommandeur des croyants» s'est
exprimé dans au moins sept messages audios.

ben Laden continue de s'adresser a Al-Baghadi comme au chef d'Al-
Qaeda en Irak, «ce qui est un artifice douteux mais persistant», releve
['universitaire francais Jean-Pierre Filiu.

«Abou Omar existe physiquement et il est incontestablement irakien,
analyse M. Filiu. Mais son identité importe peu, car I'anonymat conforte
sa sécurité et son ubiquité cybernétique» alors que «le pouvoir au sein
d'Al-Qaeda en Irak reste aux mains des non-lrakiens».

«Nous n'écartons pas qu'il puisse y avoir un homme nommé Al-
Baghdadi», ont reconnu fin janvier des officiers du renseignement
américain.

Mais «si cet homme existe, il est clair qu'il n'a que tres peu d'influence
et qu'il n'est pas responsable de toutes les choses commises en son
nom. C'est un homme de paille», ont-ils assuré.

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/article/20080205/CPMONDE/80205054/5910/CPACTUALITE
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Al Qaeda urges attacks on U.S. troops in Iraq

LONDON, April 19 (Reuters) - The leader of al Qaeda in Iraq has called
for renewed attacks on American troops over the next month, the U.S.
based terrorism monitoring service SITE Institute said on Saturday.

The call came in an hour-long audio tape issued by Abu Hamza al-
Muhajir, who urged militants from the Sunni Islamist group to
“celebrate" the recent announcement that the number of U.S. troops
killed in Iraq had passed 4,000.

"We must celebrate this event in our special way, and make the
defeated Bush join us in this celebration," he said, according to a
transcript released by SITE.

He called on al Qaeda fighters to provide "a head of an American as a
present to the trickster Bush" in a month-long campaign he called the
“Attack of Righteousness".

President George W. Bush expressed his sorrow last month when the
number of U.S. troops killed in Iraq since 2003 reached the milestone
of 4,000.

Bush said U.S. soldiers in Iraq were laying the foundation for peace for
generations to come.

The U.S. military said on Friday it believed a group of al Qaeda
bombers has slipped into Baghdad to carry out a wave of car bombs
and suicide attacks.

Suicide bombs and car bombs are hallmarks of al Qaeda in Iraq, the
Sunni Arab militant group that shares a name and ideology if not
organisational ties with Osama bin Laden's network, which was blamed
for the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks on the United States. (Reporting by Keith
Weir; Editing by Jon Boyle)

lhttp://www.reuters.com/article/latestCrisis/idUSL193752]
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Report: Leader of Al Qaeda in Iraq Vows Monthlong
Offensive Against U.S.

Saturday, April 19, 2008
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CAIRO, Egypt — A man claiming to be the leader of Al Qaeda in Iraq
vowed in an audiotape released Saturday to launch a monthlong
offensive against U.S. troops.

There was no independent confirmation that the voice belonged to Abu
Hamza al-Muhaijir, also known as Abu Ayyub al-Masri, but it sounded
exactly like the one heard on previous audiotapes.

Al-Muhajir has been the leader of Al Qaeda in Iraq since his
predecessor Abu Musab al-Zargawi was killed in a U.S. airstrike
northeast of Baghdad in 2006.

"We call on our beloved ones ... that each unit should present the head
of an American as a gift to the charlatan Bush ... in addition to one of
the apostate servants and slaves of the awakening (councils) during a
one-month period," he said in the tape, posted on an Internet site
known for its militant contents.

He made clear that the 30-day period begins from the day of the
audiotape's release.

The release of the tape follows a series of deadly attacks that have
raised fears of a possible Al Qaeda in Iraq resurgence. Militants have
targeted members of the awakening councils, Sunni Arab tribesmen
and former insurgents who changed sides and are now fighting Al
Qaeda alongside U.S. forces.

On Thursday, a suicide bomber struck the funeral of two anti-Al Qaeda
Sunnis north of Baghdad, killing 50 mourners. Two days earlier, suicide
bombings in four major cities in northern and central Iraq killed nearly
60 people and shattered weeks of calm in Sunni-dominated areas.

The bloodshed occurred despite U.S. insistence that the Sunni
insurgency is waning and that Al Qaeda, a Sunni organization, had
been driven deep underground by enhanced security measures.

Saturday's tape quoted heavily from the Quran, Islam's holy book, and
the sayings of the Prophet Muhammad. It contained no announcements
on strategy or tactics, offering instead general advice on combat to Al
Qaeda in Iraqg fighters and urging them to diligently perform their
religious duties.

He called on his followers to united behind his leadership and heed his
counsel.

"As long as our hearts are together, obeying a leader that we trust ...
then, | swear to God, if America brought all its armies and its men and
women to fight us, we will win," he said.

| http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,351845,00.html| |
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Bombing Kills 55 At Funeral in Iraq
Attacker Targets Sunni Allies of U.S.

BAGHDAD, April 17 -- A suicide bombing killed 55 people at a funeral
service Thursday in a village 90 miles north of Baghdad, police said,
the latest in a string of deadly attacks this week attributed to Sunni
insurgents.

Witnesses said an assailant wearing traditional Arab robes detonated
an explosives vest while mourners were gathering for lunch in the
village of Albu Mohammed in Diyala province. Col. Jasim Khalaf al-
Ubaidi, in the nearby town of al-Edhaim, said the funeral service was
for two members of the local Sunni Awakening council, one of several
groups of fighters who have joined with the Error! Hyperlink reference not
valid. and Iraqi security forces to battle al-Qaeda in Error! Hyperlink
reference not valid., @ mainly homegrown Sunni insurgent organization.

The campaign to mobilize Sunnis against al-Qaeda in Iraq is one reason
levels of violence have declined in recent months. But the latest
attacks appeared to be part of a stepped-up campaign of violence
against the Awakening fighters and Iraqg's Shiite-led government.

On Tuesday, at least 60 people died in bombings in Baqubah, the
capital of Diyala province, and in Ramadi, a city west of Baghdad in
Anbar province. The U.S. military said the bombings, which targeted
members of the security forces and killed many civilians, appeared to
have been carried out by al-Qaeda in Iraq.

Ubaidi said Albou Mohammed village is near where Abu Musab al-
Zargawi, the leader of al-Qaeda in Iraq, was shown shooting a rifle with
other fighters in video footage taken before he was killed in an
American airstrike in June 2006. Ubaidi called the area the "last escape
for Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.."

Sunni insurgent groups have urged people to break ties with lraqi
security forces and with the Awakening councils. In a recorded
message this week, Abu Omar al-Baghdadi, the leader of the Error!
Hyperlink reference not valid., an umbrella group believed to have been
founded by al-Qaeda in Iraqg, encouraged supporters to step-up attacks
against U.S. forces and Iragis working with them.

People in Albou Mohammed have faced threats from al-Qaeda in Iraq
and were forbidden to join the security forces, Ubaidi said. About 10
days ago, villagers decided to start an Awakening council to fight back.
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Abdullah Mahmood Khalaf al-Azzawi, a cousin of one of the two men
whose funeral was targeted, said he was in a side tent while other
cousins were receiving mourners in the main tent.

“I heard a loud explosion and screaming, so we ran toward the main
tent and saw the fire was eating the tent," Azzawi said. "My cousins
were on the ground either dead or wounded and blood stained the
dishdashas they were wearing."

Also Thursday, Iraq's largest Sunni political bloc said it was close to a
deal with Prime Minister Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. to end its pullout
from the government. Adnan al-Dulaimi, the head of the Iraqi
Accordance Front, said the group had reached a "primary agreement"
to return that involves naming new Sunni ministers. Six Sunnis left the
cabinet last summer, hindering attempts at political reconciliation
among Irag's religious and ethnic sects.

Dulaimi said the country's security situation is improving, even in light
of the new round of insurgent bombings. He said Sunni lawmakers are
supportive of the Maliki government's continued campaign to restore
order in the country. The March security crackdown in the southern oil
city of Basra, Dulaimi said, was a sign that Maliki's Shiite-led
government is confronting Shiite militias in a "very tough way."

Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. said Thursday that it would expand its
mission to train and equip the Iraqi army, the Error! Hyperlink reference not
valid. reported. The Iraqi army is struggling with problems that include
weak leadership, run-down infrastructure and low morale.

NATO Secretary General Error! Hyperlink reference not valid. announced the
plans after meeting with Maliki, who traveled to NATO headquarters in
Brussels to request the alliance's help.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/04/17/AR2008041700657.html
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Une nouvelle campagne anti-américaine annoncée
Agence France-Presse
Dubai

Les affiliés d'Al-Qaida en Irak vont lancer une nouvelle
campagne d'un mois contre les forces américaines et
promettent d'«offrir la téte d'un Américain» au président
George W. Bush, a rapporté samedi un centre spécialisé dans
la surveillance des sites islamistes.

L'Egyptien Abou Hamza Al-Muhajir, un dirigeant de «I'Etat islamique en
Irak», a averti que ses moudjahidine allaient lancer une nouvelle
campagne pour «offrir la téte d'un Américain a Bush le menteur, de la
maniere qu'ils estiment appropriée», selon le centre SITE Intelligence
Group.

Cet enregistrement d'une demi-heure, intitulé «Les sentiers de la
liberté», et a été mis en ligne samedi sur des forums internet utilisés
par les militants islamistes.

La campagne, appelée «Attague de la vertu», doit durer un mois. Elle
est présentée par le dirigeant d'Al-Qaida en Irak comme une
«célébration» de I'annonce par le président Bush que plus de 4.000
soldats américains avaient péri en Irak depuis le début de I'offensive
en 2003.

Al-Muhajir, plus connu sous le nom d'Abou Ayyoub al-Masri, est

considéré par I'armée américaine comme étant le véritable chef d'Al-
Qaida en Irak. Elle estime qu'Omar al-Baghdadi, présenté par les
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combattants islamistes comme leur dirigeant, n'est qu'une «invention
virtuelle».

Sous pression de I'armée américaine, Al-Qaida est aujourd'hui a
couteaux tirés avec une grande partie de l'insurrection irakienne, a
laquelle elle a essayé d'imposer par la force --mais sans succes-- son
hégémonie.

Cette guerre de I'ombre a été révélée a partir de 2006 par les
communiqués des deux camps publiés sur Internet.

http://www.cyberpresse.ca/article/20080419/CPMONDE/80419053/1014/CPMONDE
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Al Qaeda, cohorts remain worst terrorism

threat: U.S.

By Paul Eckert

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - Nearly seven years after the September 11
attacks, al Qaeda remains the biggest terrorist threat to the United
States and its allies, the U.S. State Department said in an annual report
on Wednesday.

The survey of terrorist trends and incidents in 2007 said al Qaeda had
used tribal areas of Pakistan to rebuild its leadership and replace killed
or captured fighters, and has forged regional alliances with militants in
Africa.

Al Qaeda "utilizes terrorism, as well as subversion, propaganda, and
open warfare; it seeks weapons of mass destruction in order to inflict
the maximum possible damage on anyone who stands in its way,
including other Muslims and/or elders, women and children," said the
report.

The number of terrorist attacks worldwide fell slightly in 2007 to
14,499, from 14,570 in 2006. But the number of people killed in the
attacks rose to 22,685, from 20,872 in the previous year, the U.S.
National Counterterrorism Center said.
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Attacks for which al Qaeda claimed responsibility killed or wounded
5,400 civilians, including 2,400 children, and Muslims accounted for
more than 50 percent of al Qaeda victims, the center's data showed.

In Iraq, terrorist incidents fell to 6,212 last year from 6,628 in 2006. But
Iraq still accounted for 45 percent of all terrorist attacks and 60
percent of all fatalities worldwide in 2007, the data showed.

Attacks in Afghanistan rose to 1,127 from 969 in the previous year, the
center said. Neighboring Pakistan saw a year-on-year 100 percent
increase in terrorist attacks in 2007, it said.

Dell Dailey, coordinator of the State Department Office for
Counterterrorism, said al Qaeda was "weaker now than it was" when it
carried out the September 11 attacks -- the result of United Nations
and other multilateral anti-terrorist efforts as well as rising awareness
among target countries.

SUPPORT FOR PAKISTAN

The report said Afghanistan had made progress fighting extremists, but
“the Taliban-led insurgency remained strong and resilient in the South
and East" with an undiminished ability to recruit foot soldiers from rural
ethnic Pashtuns.

The report said a cease-fire negotiated by Pakistan in early 2007 gave
al Qaeda leaders "greater mobility and ability to conduct training and
operational planning, particularly that targeting Western Europe and
the United States."

But Dailey voiced support for the new government of Pakistan Prime
Minister Yousaf Raza Gilani, who has vowed that rooting out terrorism
in tribal areas that have been extremist hotbeds would be Islamabad's
highest priority.

"We will combine the use of force against terrorists and civil dialogue
with those who, because of religious or ethnic considerations, were
misled into supporting extremists," Gilani wrote in an essay in the
Washington Post on Wednesday.

"This government has a chance to really move forward in its own
security internally," Dailey said.

The list of designated state sponsors of terrorism -- Cuba, Iran, North
Korea, Sudan and Syria -- remained unchanged, despite efforts to
remove North Korea from the blacklist through nuclear disarmament
negotiations with Pyongyang.

“Iran remained the most significant state sponsor of terrorism," Dailey
said, accusing Tehran of aiding Palestinian terrorists, Hezbollah in
Lebanon, militants in Iraq and Taliban fighters in Afghanistan.

The Venezuelan government of Hugo Chavez was designated as having
failed to cooperate with U.S. anti-terrorist efforts, Dailey said.
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Chavez had "deepened Venezuelan relationships with state sponsors of
terrorism Iran and Cuba" and his sympathy for the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia, or FARC, had hampered cooperation with
U.S. ally Bogota, said the 312-page report.

(Reporting by Paul Eckert, editing by Philip Barbara)

http://www.reuters.com/article/newsOne/idUSN30185947200804307
pageNumber=3&virtualBrandChannel=0
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Bin Laden's driver can contact jailed Qaeda leaders
By Jane Sutton

GUANTANAMO BAY U.S. NAVAL BASE, Cuba, April 30 (Reuters) - Osama
bin Laden's driver can send notes to top al Qaeda leaders imprisoned
at Guantanamo asking them to describe the job he performed for the
group in Afghanistan, a war crimes court judge ruled on Wednesday.

The driver, Salim Hamdan of Yemen, faces trial in the military court at
the U.S. naval base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, on charges of
conspiring with al Qaeda and providing material support for terrorism.

His lawyers argued that driving for terrorists doesn't make him a
terrorist. They said Hamdan was a poor laborer who joined bin Laden's
motor pool in Afghanistan because he needed the salary, but never
joined al Qaeda or knew in advance of its attacks.

They asked that he be allowed to send written questions to some of
the "high-value" al Qaeda detainees sent to Guantanamo from secret
CIA prisons in 2006, asking them to describe his work and what role, if
any, he played in the organization.
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The request for their testimony was granted despite strong objections
from a prosecutor. He said Hamdan should not be allowed any
communication with dangerous prisoners because they could send
back coded messages, reveal secrets or hatch a plot to disrupt the
trials.

The prosecutor, Assistant U.S. Attorney John Murphy, called them "the
brain trust to some of the worst terrorists the world has seen in our
lifetime."

"They shouldn't even know he's out there," he said.

The judge, Navy Capt. Keith Allred, suggested possible wording for
Hamdan's notes: "l think it would be nice if you would help me out by
answering the questions."

Hamdan's lawyers have already submitted questions about Hamdan to
alleged Sept. 11 mastermind Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, but security
review officers were analyzing his written reply and had not yet turned
it over to the defense attorneys.

The defense lawyers want to question the other "high-value" prisoners
as well to provide additional corroboration.

Hamdan was captured in Afghanistan in November 2001, shortly after
U.S.-led forces invaded to oust the Taliban and their al Qaeda cohorts
after the Sept. 11 attacks.

Prosecutors say he was a trusted al Qaeda insider who transported
weapons for the group and helped bin Laden escape U.S. forces in
Afghanistan.

Hamdan was absent from Wednesday's hearing on the remote naval
base in Cuba, where the United States holds about 280 foreign
captives it considers to be unlawful enemy combatants with no claim
to the rights granted formal prisoners of war.

He said during a session on Tuesday that he would boycott the
proceedings because he had no hope of receiving a fair trial.

Hamdan, who has been held at Guantanamo for more than six years, is
scheduled to be the first captive to go to trial on May 28 in the war
court, which has been widely condemned by human rights activists
and military defense lawyers. The trial could be held without him if he
maintains his boycott.

The judge said Hamdan told guards as he left Tuesday's hearing: "Don't
wake me in the morning. | don't want to be there. I'm sleeping in."
(Editing by Michael Christie)
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U.S. lacks anti-terrorism plan in Pakistan: report

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The United States has failed to eliminate the
terrorist threat in Pakistan's tribal areas and has no comprehensive
plan to do so, U.S. government investigators said on Thursday.

Instead, Washington has relied on Pakistan's military to address U.S.
national security goals since 2002, the nonpartisan Government
Accountability Office said, adding that al Qaeda has now regrouped in
the region called the Federally Administered Tribal Areas.

“The United States has not met its national security goals to destroy
terrorist threats and close the safe haven in Pakistan's FATA," the
congressional investigations agency said in a report.

“No comprehensive plan for meeting U.S. national security goals in the
FATA has been developed, as stipulated by the National Strategy for
Combating Terrorism, recommended by the independent 9/11
Commission, and mandated by congressional legislation."

U.S. officials rejected the findings. The Pentagon said that while it
supports development of a comprehensive plan, the U.S. government
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had a full strategy coordinated with the Pakistani government to target
areas used by al Qaeda.

"To suggest we don't have a strategy is a mischaracterization," said
Pentagon spokesman Bryan Whitman. "It's a very dynamic situation
and we have daily interactions."

But Democrats latched onto the report as evidence of a failed
counterterrorism policy and called on the White House to refocus on
the hunt for al Qaeda in Pakistan, where U.S. officials say Osama bin
Laden is likely hiding.

“It is appalling that there is still no comprehensive, interagency
strategy concerning this critical region, and this lack of foresight is
harming U.S. national security," said Rep. Howard Berman, a California
Democrat who chairs the House of Representatives Committee on
Foreign Affairs.

Since the September 11, 2001, attacks, the United States has given
Pakistan more than $10.5 billion for its counterterrorism efforts. Of
that, about $5.8 billion has been spent on Pakistan's operations in the
border area, according to GAO.

U.S. aircraft have also reportedly fired missiles at al Qaeda and Taliban
targets in the tribal area.

But the GAO said that beyond limited efforts, the U.S. government has
not developed a plan that incorporates military, intelligence,
diplomatic, development, economic and law enforcement activities in
Pakistan's tribal area.

"U.S. reliance on Pakistan's military stemmed from the lack of a
comprehensive plan to guide embassy efforts and the sense that the
Pakistani military was the most capable institution in Pakistan to
quickly undertake operations against al Qaeda immediately after the
attacks of 9/11," the GAO said.

"Senior embassy officials stated that this may have led to an 'over-
reliance' on the Pakistani military to achieve U.S. national security
objectives in Pakistan."

The report said the State Department, Pentagon and USAID had begun
to develop department-specific plans and hold interagency meetings,
but still did not have a full plan.

"As of April 2008, not all of these efforts have been approved in
Washington, funding shortfalls exist, and support from the recently
elected government of Pakistan is unknown," GAO said.

(Additional reporting by Susan Cornwell, Editing by Chris Wilson)

http://www.reuters.com/article/politicsNews/idUSN17485797200804177
pageNumber=2&virtualBrandChannel=0
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Ex-U.S. sailor convicted on terrorism charges

BOSTON (Reuters) - A former U.S. Navy sailor stationed in the Middle
East was convicted on Wednesday of spying and providing material
support to terrorists.

A federal jury in Connecticut convicted Hassan Abujihaad, 32, formerly
known as Paul Hall, of providing classified information to a London-
based publication called Azzam Publications while knowing that it
would be used in a conspiracy to kill U.S. citizens.

Abujihaad, arrested in Phoenix, Arizona, on March 7, 2007, is due to be
sentenced on May 23 and faces a maximum term of 25 years in prison,
said Thomas Carson, a spokesman for the U.S. Attorney's office in New
Haven, Connecticut.

Prosecutors accused Azzam of engaging in a conspiracy to provide
material support and communications links to people involved in
terrorism, including the disclosure of a U.S. Navy battle group's
movements in 2001.

“The evidence in this case showed that Hassan Abujihaad provided
classified information to terrorists which could have been used to kill
American sailors," Julie Myers, director of U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement, said in a statement.

Prosecutors said the spying occurred months after suicide bombers
attacked the U.S.S. Cole during a refueling stop in Yemen in October
2000, killing 17 sailors and injuring dozens.

Charges were brought in Connecticut because Azzam Web sites were
hosted for a time on servers in the state.

The government said Abujihaad sent e-mails to members of Azzam
while he was on active duty in the Middle East and stationed aboard
the U.S.S. Benfold, a ship in the battle group whose movements were
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disclosed

The e-mails were recovered in a December 2003 search by British
police of the London home of Babar Ahmad, a British national linked to
Azzam.

Aside from details of the warships' movements, a document Abujihaad
is accused of leaking went on to discuss the group's perceived
vulnerability to terrorist attack, prosecutors said.

The e-mails were said to include discussions of videos Abujihaad
ordered from Azzam that promoted violent holy war, or jihad, and a
small donation of money he made to the organization.

At the trial, prosecutors produced evidence showing Abujihaad's Navy
e-mail account saved in an Azzam online address book, and court-
authorized wiretap recordings in which Abujihaad was accused of
speaking in code to refer to jihad.

Abujihaad had described a recent force-protection briefing given
aboard his ship, "voiced enmity" toward America, and praised Al Qaeda
leader Osama bin Laden and the mujahideen, or holy warriors, the
prosecutors said.

One e-mail praised the Cole attack, which Abujihaad described as a
“martyrdom operation," and advised Azzam that such tactics were
working and taking their toll.

Authorities said Azzam Publications responded with an e-mail
encouraging Abujihaad to "keep up ... the psychological warfare."

Abujihaad was discharged from active duty from the United States
Navy in January 2002, authorities said.
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Two More Years of Fighting in Iraq

While bantering with someone for whom | have great respect, who also
happens to be much smarter than | am, | began to think of the
consequences of what happened in Washington, D.C. last week.

We were just treated to one of the great pasttimes of our nation's
capital; | mean of course political theater. Useless, time wasting and
uninteresting statements by senators whose positions on the Iraq War
have not, and will not, change, no matter who sits in front of them.

The hearing was filled with pre-approved statements by a general and
an ambassador, with hardly a surprise comma, let alone a statement in
them. At the end of the two days we know the following, no more
soldiers are coming out of Iraq until this summer and probably until
this president leaves office. We know that the president curtailed the
tour lengths of soldiers from 15 months to 12.

BUT NOT FOR THOSE SERVING IN IRAQ NOW! NOTHING CHANGED, IS
WHAT WE LEARNED.

It must be said again and again, the military aspects of the “surge”
worked. Al Qaeda in Al Anbar was defeated. Less soldiers died and less
Iraq civilians died. There has been some progress in Iraq government,
some laws have finally been passed but not implemented, police and
military are beginning to get better, the police less , but not nearly
enough. Americans are still dying at an alarming rate, 19 since last
Sunday. We just witnessed a short unsuccessful fight in Basra, this time
Iraq Government Forces (Shia) against Sadr’s Militia all Shia. The
fighting stopped and as | said last week, it stopped because Iran
stepped in and helped make the peace; that would be IRAN, not the
United States of America or Iraq.

So, what does all the political talk by the“lrag Leadership Team” that
briefed Congress combined with speeches given by Clinton, McCain
and Obama on Irag mean? It means TWO MORE YEARS, in Iraq, at
least. If we pulled out now, which we should not, that is all Americans
out of Iraq, all soldiers, contractors, spies, diplomats, every body out; it
would take about a year. If you stay through January '09 — which we
are, because the president has said we are — then it will take about 22
months, again if we say everybody out.

If you just play around, delay, have bad day or two you will add days,
weeks and months to this two year window. Moving people and gear
around, closing bases, turning over areas of responsibility to the Iraq
government takes time. While this is going on, the enemy does not
stop, they still plan, they still blow things up, they still fight. This all
means more Americans will die and many more will lose body parts
and families will be devastated. Moreover, the Army and Marine Corps
will approach the do not pass go line of being broken; they are close to
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that line right now.

So when you hear those wanting to talk to the president about what
they are planning for Irag, remember that right now it will be two years
before we come out, if we decide to do it at all. Right now we are going
to see two more years of death and frustration in Iraq, if we do not
change they way we fight and deal with Iraqg. If we do not change how
we are doing things, like not dealing with Iran and the rest of the
region, what we are doing in Irag may not matter anyway.

Right now Iran has become the real super power in the Middle East,
destabilizing Palestine, through Hamas, causing real trouble in Lebanon
through Hezbollah and flat out killing Americans and destabilizing Iraq
through the use of its Kuds Force and other sinister organizations.

When it comes to Irag, how about we demand that the three amigos
running for the highest office in the land, start their conversations with
the American people, on Iraq with, at the end of two years then maybe
we can really get at a success in Iraqg, but not a success for the United
States of America the success has to be for Iraq.

Now that will be an interesting bit of political conversation indeed. My
bet is that we will never hear it. What we will see is the death toll
continue to rise and more soldiers will come home with broken bodies,
while those running for office continue to make speeches.

| wonder if the rest of us are even noticing?

| http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,352358,00.html |
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State Department says terror attacks rise in Afghanistan and Pakistan;
al-Qaida gets stronger

MATTHEW LEE

Al-Qaida has rebuilt some of its pre-Sept. 11 capabilities from remote
hiding places in Pakistan, leading to a major spike in attacks last year
in that country and neighboring Afghanistan, the Bush administration
said Wednesday.

Attacks in Pakistan more than doubled from 375 to 887 between 2006
and 2007, and the number of fatalities jumped by almost 300 percent
from 335 to 1,335, the State Department said in its annual terrorism
report.

In Afghanistan, the number of attacks rose 16 percent, to 1,127
incidents last year, killing 1,966 people, 55 percent more than the
1,257 who died in 2006, it said.

The report said attacks in Iraq dipped slightly between 2006 and 2007,
but they still accounted for 60 percent of worldwide terrorism fatalities,
including 17 of the 19 Americans who were killed in attacks last year.
The other two were killed in Afghanistan.

More than 22,000 people were killed by terrorists around the world in
2007, 8 percent more than in 2006, although the overall number of
attacks fell, the report says.

The report once again identifies Iran as the world's "most active" state
sponsor of terrorism for supporting Palestinian extremists and
insurgents in Afghanistan and Iraq, where it says elements of the
Iranian Revolutionary Guards Corps continued to give militants
weapons, training and funding.

“In this way, Iranian government forces have been responsible for
attacks on coalition forces," State Department counter terrorism
coordinator Dell Dailey told reporters. Iranian forces are also giving
weapons and financial aid to the Taliban in Afghanistan, he said.

About 13,600 noncombatants were killed in 2007 in Iraq, the report
says, adding the high number could be attributed to a 50 percent
increase in the number of suicide bombings. Suicide car bombings
were up 40 percent and suicide bombings outside of vehicles climbed
90 percent over 2006, it says.

“The ability of these attackers to penetrate large concentrations of
people and then detonate their explosives may account for the
increase in lethality of bombings in 2007," the report says.

In Iraqg, Afghanistan and elsewhere, al-Qaida and its affiliates remain
“the greatest terrorist threat to the United States and its partners"
despite ongoing efforts to combat followers of Osama bin Laden and
his top deputy, Ayman al-Zawahiri, according to the report. It says
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Zawahiri has emerged as the group's "strategic and operational
planner."

"It has reconstituted some of its pre-9/11 operational capabilities
through the exploitation of Pakistan's Federally Administered Tribal
Areas, replacement of captured or killed operational lieutenants, and
the restoration of some central control by its top leadership, in
particular Ayman al-Zawabhiri," it says.

Dailey, however, stressed that al-Qaida is still weaker overall than it
was before Sept. 11, 2001.

A primary reason for its resurgence was a cease-fire the Pakistani
government reached with tribal leaders last year, the report says. That
truce has since ended, but Pakistan's new government is now
renegotiating a similar agreement that some fear could have similar
results and further undermine efforts to battle al-Qaida.

The earlier cease-fire and instability in the region appear "to have
provided al-Qaida leadership greater mobility and ability to conduct
training and operational planning, particularly that targeting Western
Europe and the United States," the report says.

“Numerous senior al-Qaida operatives have been captured or killed,
but al-Qaida leaders continued to plot attacks and to cultivate stronger
operational connections that radiated outward from Pakistan to
affiliates throughout the Middle East, North Africa, and Europe," it says.

Of particular concern are al-Qaida sympathizers who attacked a U.N.
building in Algeria, killing more than 40 people and wounding more
than 150 last year, the report says.

In Pakistan, the State Department recorded more than 45 suicide
bombings in 2007, up from a total of just 22 such incidents between
2002 and 2006. Among those logged last year were the December
attack that killed former Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto and an October
attack on her homecoming parade that killed more than 130 people,
the worst suicide attack in Pakistani history.

‘ http://wiredispatch.com/news/?id=149416 ‘
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