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Somalis in al-Shabab towns protest troop increase
The Associated Press
Wednesday, July 7, 2010; 8:58 AM
MOGADISHU, Somalia -- Witnesses say Somalis in four towns
held by Islamist militants are protesting a recent decision by
East African nations to send 2,000 more peacekeepers to
Somalia.

The protesters marched through the streets and chanted
slogans denouncing the East African bloc and the U.N.-backed
Somali government. They also denounced neighboring
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Ethiopia, which withdrew from Somalia last year after a
fighting insurgents for nearly three years.

The leaders of the militant group al-Shabab called for Somalis
to prepare for a holy war against new troops.

Yusuf Ali Heydar, an al-Shabab leader, called for African
nations to take back pledges of troops.

About 6,000 African peacekeeping troops are deployed in
Somalia. The East African bloc this week pledged 2,000 more.

il o]l
Somalis protest against extra peacekeepers, many coerced

Wed Jul 7, 2010 10:46am EDT

MOGADISHU, July 7 (Reuters) - Hundreds of Somalis including
veiled women and children armed with automatic rifles
marched through the town of Kismayu on Wednesday,
protesting against plans to increase peacekeeper numbers.

Many residents said they were coerced by Islamic insurgents
to take to the dusty streets, days after regional powers
promised 2,000 extra troops to prop up Somalia's fragile
government.

"A 10-year-old boy loyal to al Shabaab forced me to park my

car and follow nearly a thousand people wielding placards
with slogans opposing the decision to send troops to
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Somalia," one Kismayu resident who did not want to be
named said.

Withesses said similar marches had been held in al Shabaab
held territory across central and southern Somalia.

Somalia has been mired in conflict and awash with weapons
since the overthrow of a dictator in 1991. Al Shabaab, which
professes loyalty to al Qaeda, ordered schools, private
hospitals and businesses to close for hours and temporarily
banned driving in the port town.

Al Shabaab has spearheaded a three-year insurgency against
the almost powerless Western-backed government, recruiting
children into its ranks, teachers say. "Now even the elderly
will not be spared from taking up arms," another resident
said.

Rebel commanders warned they would punish any Somali
fleeing the country if neighbouring countries invaded.

"We call upon the Muslim people to join the jihad against the
so-called IGAD members ... who are our enemies. We will
attack them before they attack us," al Shabaab commander
Sheikh Bali told a crowd in Kismayu.

On Monday, IGAD (Intergovernmental Authority on
Development) members -- Kenya, Uganda, Sudan, Ethiopia,
Somalia and Djibouti -- pledged to increase peacekeeper
numbers to over 8,000 but said they eventually wanted
20,000 troops in Somalia from the African Union and United
Nations. [ID:nLDE6641M1]
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Up to now the AU AMISOM force, based in the capital
Mogadishu, has been able to do little more than shield the
presidential palace from militants and guard the city's port
and airport.

But some analysts warn more troops could play into the
hands of Islamic extremists bent on bringing down President
Sheikh Sharif Ahmed's administration.

"The concern would be that it allows al Shabaab to present
AMISOM as a tool for regional states to try to control Somalia,
and play into a greater resistance towards AMISOM within
central and southern Somalia," Ej Hogendoorn, Horn of Africa
director at the International Crisis Group, told Reuters.

Analysts say the United Nations is unlikely to take on a
peacekeeping mandate soon and that any U.N force would
have to be fronted by Muslim nations. (Reporting by Sahra
Abdi and Abdiaziz Hassan; Writing by Richard Lough; Editing
by Giles Elgood)

el sl

Anti-government protesters march in Somali capital
By the CNN Wire Staff
July 6, 2010 -- Updated 1243 GMT (2043 HKT)

(CNN) -- Anti-government demonstrators, including women
dressed in full hijabs brandishing AK-47 automatic rifles,
marched through the streets of Somalia's violence-torn
capital Monday.
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The marchers shouted slogans and carried English-language
signs accusing the African Union Mission in Somalia, or
AMISOM, a peacekeeping military force backing the
government, of killing people.

"AMISOM killed my mummy" and "AMISOM get out of our
country" said two of the signs against the African
peacekeepers.

The protest followed a pro-government rally last Friday and
recent clashes between hard-line Islamists and government
forces that have killed dozens of people.

Somalia has not had a stable government since 1991, and
today, Islamic militant groups are waging war against the
government in an effort to implement a stricter form of
Islamic law, or sharia.

Somali President Sheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed leads the weak
U.N.-backed Transitional Federal Government, or TFG, that is
battling al Shabaab, a fundamentalist Islamic group aligned
with al Qaeda.

Ahmed was once a senior moderate figure in the Union of
Islamic Courts, an alliance that included al Shabaab and held
power in Somalia for six months in 2006 before being
overthrown by Ethiopian forces.

The Ethiopians remained until early 2009, when the TFG took
tentative control, clinging to a small part of Mogadishu, the
capital, and protected by African Union peacekeepers mainly
from Uganda and Burundi.
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Al Shabaab has reached out to Somalis living in the West,
radicalizing young Muslims via the Internet and encouraging
them to move back to the country to join the jihad. It controls
much of central and southern Somalia and large parts of
Mogadishu.

The U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees estimates that
more than 200,000 Somalis have been forced to flee their
homes this year, with most remaining within the country's
borders because of heavily gquarded checkpoints and
difficulties in accessing transportation out.

CNN's Ben Brumfield contributed to this report.

Comments :

vousmonde
look muslims with guns trying to take over another country
and run it into the ground and kill everyone.....pathetic ....
BOOM
The Husbands of those Women holding the AK's better be
faithful to them!
jeanpierre4;
hahaha this is soo funny.. religions really screw things
up..heres a solution...ban religions!.. and open freedoms..and
open markets..then yay..the country can prosper..but
nooo..they wanna keep their religion and continue the
fanatical and radical...hmm i need to immigrate on another
planet where it will be religions-free... i am soo sick of
religions..well..so long!
robbb
There is no hope for this country, it's lost.
PCwriter
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Somalis have such a unique culture...too bad we will
never know much because at the rate they are killing each
other | doubt there will be many Somalis left. Is there an
endangered human list because | think they will soon be on
it.....

Bonsai333

A country with little sanitation and now they want to
cover their women with black cloth in the intense heat. What
are they trying to use them a a chemical weapon? The
stench....

sorethroat

ha! religion of peace's mobs with women dressed in full
hijabs brandishing AK-47 automatic rifles asking for ... peace?
law in order? better life? or Islamic state where it will impose
Islamic law to bully non-muslim in the country as much as
they want?
cheikh?7

This is a bunch of uneducated woman,who got no
prospects in life but to bear lots of babies.
jackdaniel

Mashallah....those burka queens are so sexy, cant wait to get
a hold of 72 of them.
sorethroat

good luck with that :p
fatwhite

how about stoning these POSs? isn't that what they want
any way?

BlackHalo
Africa, what a basket case.... And then you throw in

T4eDirtyPaki
Actually if you look at Africa as a whole and not just limit
your view to Somalia, then the African countries with a
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Muslim majority are more developed than the African
countries with a Christian majority.
Zeel05

Yeah, get those bad AU peace keepers out and bring back
the Islamic Courts! Free female circumcisions for everyone!
adrian401

Nice to see gender equality in giving women guns.
arrrgh

"Where there's a will, there's a weapon.”
arrrgh

"Every faction in Africa calls themselves by these noble
names - Liberation this, Patriotic that, Democratic Republic of
something-or-other... | guess they can't own up to what they
usually are: a federation of worse oppressors than the last
bunch of oppressors. Often, the most barbaric atrocities occur
when both combatants proclaim themselves freedom-
fighters."
arrrgh

"There are over 550 million firearms in worldwide
circulation. That's one firearm for every twelve people on the
planet. The only question is: How do we arm the other 117"
arrrgh

how loser, its a quote from a movie called Lord of War.
Watch it, its good.

Hellothere21l

build more you dumba$$
ohnibs

Why are people coming on here and cracking jokes?
These woman have gone through living hell and they have
had enough so they are putting there life on the line, and all
you guys can do is crack jokes, thats sad.
RandyMSP
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See what happens when you give girls assault rifles - They
dress like bandits !
surfsup
bang bang where's the gang!
kevintro
These dumb morons should be careful for what they ask
for. They need to read about the stoning in Iran before they
choose.
Billyldle
. Just another Islamic Hell Hole. Enjoy your Hell.
Billyldle
They have the right to "peacefully assemble", but just in case
they brought their guns with them.
Billyldle
They have a government? When did this happen?
pocu321
Exactly. They organize and march in Somalia?
scranton
These women were treated to a good old stoning party
afterwards because they kept stroking the barrels.
surfsup
Look at what the one on the left is doing with that magazine
clip. Erotica Somali style.
surfsup
The KAG's or kick a$$ girls rule the day!
Pajamaclub
Sharia law would be great for Somalia. If they institute such
antiquated barbarism, they just might want a government.
surfsup
First sign of women's lib!
pocu321
They burned their ankle socks in protest.
sunysailorl
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Somalia has a government? Since when?

Zg__.;L;Jl lJLo.o.”

Somalia's Shebab vow to step up jihad against AU
AFP

Wed Jul 7, 9:03 am ET

BELEDWEYN, Somalia (AFP) - Hundreds of Shebab supporters
vowed Wednesday to intensify the Al Qaeda-inspired group's
jihad against African Union troops in Somalia.

The demonstration in the central Somali town of Beledweyn
was the Islamist insurgent group's reply to a pledge made
Monday at a summit of regional states for 2,000 more troops
to beef up the beleaguered AU mission in Somalia (AMISOM).

"The enemies of Allah met in Ethiopia days ago and agreed to
fight against the Holy Koran of Allah," Sheikh Yusuf Said Ugas,
Shebab leader for Somalia's Hiran region, told the crowd.

"Now we are meeting to unite and fight against them. We will
fight to death, until we raise the Islamic flag over this country
and establish the greater Islamic state," he said.

The six-member Inter-Governmental Authority on
Development (IGAD) announced Monday in Addis Ababa it
had decided to rapidly deploy the 2,000 extra troops still
needed for AMISOM to reach its intended strength of 8,100.

However, Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi ruled out
sending troops to the war-torn neighbouring country after
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pulling out his forces last year following an ill-fated two-year
intervention.

"No. We will not send troops to Somalia," he told AFP in Addis
Ababa when asked about the possibility of another
deployment.

Nonetheless, Meles has previously said he would not hesitate
to send troops back if Islamist insurgents seized power.

In Beledweyn, the Shebab cleric said: "Fresh recruitment has
already started across the entire country for a united jihad
against the enemy, whose aim is to destroy our religion and
integrity.

"I call upon all of you, men and women, to stand up and
defend your religion, defend your country against the
invading infidels and their apostate allies," he added.

On Monday, the Shebab organised a demonstration on the
outskirts of Mogadishu protesting against AMISOM's presence
and accusing the force of being responsible for the death of
hundreds of civilians in the Somali capital.

One Beledweyn resident said the town was locked down for
the protest.

"The Shebab group ordered people to gather and enlist for
jihad. All businesses were closed down for the duration of the
rally. People chanted Allahu Akbar (God is greatest)," Abdi
Osman said.
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"| believe the Shebab are right to speak out against the IGAD
decision. What Somalia doesn't need now is more armies. It
will only make things worse. We are totally opposed to the
deployment of more troops," Mohamed Moalim Duale,
another resident, said.

Since its first Ugandan contingent was deployed in early
2007, AMISOM -- and the Western-backed transitional federal
government it is protecting -- has failed to contain the
insurgency being waged by Shebab and another group, Hezb
al-Islam.

In recent days, Islamist rebels have closed in on the small
perimeter of Mogadishu housing the presidency and the other
institutions of President Sharif Sheikh Ahmed's fragile
administration.

IGAD appeared to go back on earlier reservations about
sending troops from a state directly bordering Somalia but did
not specify which member states would provide the troops,
saying only it hoped to deploy them by September.

ool Jliall

Somalis Protest Against Deployment of More Foreign Troops
Somalis in regions controlled by Islamist extremists have
staged protests against plans by an East African regional bloc
to send 2,000 additional peacekeepers to Somalia.

Witnesses say hundreds of people in al-Shabab-controlled
towns in Lower Jubba, Hiran, Gedo, Middle Shabelle, and Bay
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regions protested IGAD's plan to send more troops to Somalia
under the African Union peacekeeping mission known as
AMISOM,

Al-Shabab officials led the demonstrations, vowing to
redouble their fight against what they described as "enemies
of the country and Islam."”

The Intergovernmental Authority on Development - IGAD -- is
composed of Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Sudan, and
Uganda. Eritrea is also in the bloc, but its membership is
suspended.

IGAD has not said which countries would contribute troops or
give a specific deployment date, but a U.N. resolution
currently bans Somalia's neighbors - Ethiopia, Kenya and
Djibouti -- from contributing troops to the African Union
mission.

If additional peacekeepers are sent, Uganda, which already
has 4,000 troops in Somalia serving as peacekeepers, is
expected to provide the bulk of reinforcements. But residents
in Mogadishu tell VOA that there is deep concern that troops
from Ethiopia may be included.

One resident, who declined to be identified, says he is
disappointed that Somali President Sharif Sheik Ahmed, who
once led an Islamist faction that fought against Ethiopia's
military's intervention in Somalia between 2007 and 2008, is
appealing for help from Addis Ababa.

He says the Ethiopian occupation started the conflict that is
still destroying people's lives. He says the troops also did not
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behave well and they will not be welcomed by anyone in
Somalia.

Ethiopia intervened in Somalia in late 2006 to oust the Islamic
Courts Union, which Ethiopia and its western allies feared was
turning Somalia into a haven for extremists and terrorists. A
U.N.-sponsored deal signed in Djibouti in June 2008 brought
moderate Islamists into the transitional government and
paved the way for an Ethiopian withdrawal in early 2009.

But by then, al-Shabab, which functioned as the military wing
of the Islamic Courts Union, had grown stronger, partly on an
anti-Ethiopian nationalist platform that drew scores of
supporters. It gained control of vast amount of territory in
southern Somalia and hemmed the government into a few
blocks of the capital.

IGAD heads of state attending an extraordinary summit on
Monday in Addis Ababa reacted with alarm after President
Sharif reported that al-Shabab, which has ties to al-Qaida, is
gaining the upper hand in its efforts to topple the U.N.-
supported Transitional Federal Government.

For months, African Union troops from Uganda and Burundi
have been battling to keep the capital from falling into
insurgent hands. But Somalis say the peacekeepers
frequently return fire indiscriminately, causing as much harm
to civilians as the insurgents.

The weak government is beset by internal divisions and lacks
broad-based support in the country. Parliament member and
a critic of Mr. Sharif's administration, Mohamed Amin Osman,
says he believes sending more foreign troops to prop up an
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unpopular government will only increase support for al-
Shabab.

"A solution cannot be made by international intervention.
Somalia needs their own militias, their own local people to
take part against al-Shabab and to defeat al-Shabab.
Otherwise, the whole of the Horn of Africa will grow insecure,"
Osman said.

Somalis have suffered through endless cycles of conflict since
the fall of the last functioning government in 1991. The
United Nations calls the humanitarian crisis in the country a
"catastrophe."

pic Al-Shabaab fighters which are fighting with the Somali
government, provide security during a demonstration in Suga
Holaha neighborhood in Mogadishu, Somalia, 05 Jul 2010
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