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A few months into the
job, Qureshi told NEWS-
WEEK, Padilla said he
wanted to learn more
about Islam. “We're here
to make tacos and burri-
tos,” Qureshi told him,
suggesting he seck outa
mosque. Padilla and Stultz
began attending Qureshi’s.
Within a few months
they had declared them-
selves Muslims.

In the fall of 1993, Padilla
quit Taco Bell, telling
Qureshi he needed to make
more money. He wound up
doing maintenance ata
nearby country club. In the
years that followed, he be-
came ever more engrossed
in his new faith. He attend-
ed various Florida mosques,
where he stood out in the
crowd—as the only Hispan-
ic, and the only worshiper

who wore a kaffiyeh. He got
to know Raed Awad, the
imam at a Ft. Lauderdale
mosque who was an officer
in the Holy Land Founda-
tion for Relief and Develop-
ment, a Muslim charity
now undecscrutiny by the
Feds for alleged ties to ter-
rorism. Another worshiper
at the mosque was Adham
Amin Hassoun, who
opened the Florida chapter
of the Benevolence Interna-
tional Foundation, another
Muslim charity now under
investigation (both men
and both groups deny
any terrorist links). Last
Wednesday, Hassoun was
arrested on visa violations—
though the Feds likely want
to ask him about Padilla. In
an interview with NEWS-
WEEK shortly before he
was taken in, Hassoun de-

tling down. He held
steady job, and marri
Stultz. But the union
last long. In December
1998, he abruptly left his
wife and flew to Egypt to
continue his religous stud-
ies. He married an Egypt-
ian woman and had two
children. Then, on to Pak-
istan, and Afghanistan,
where he began his jour-
ney deep into bin Laden’s
world. The next time he
stepped off a plane in
America nearly four years
later, he was once again in
Chicago—and, once again,
in handcuffs.
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contaminating a wide areaand creating huge
economicdisruption. Since he was notan ex-
pertindirty-bombconstruction, AbuZubay-
dah told his interrogators, he arranged for
the U.S. recruit to meet with Qaeda opera-
tives inside Pakistan who had such expertise.

While Zubaydah was spinning this tale,
U.S. intelligence operatives pored over
physical evidence seized from his safe house
and other raided Qaeda locations. Docu-
ments, possibly including a photocopy of
Padilla’s passport or identity papers, ap-
peared to confirm Zubaydah’s story. Othes
evidence, including images recoverec

from seized Qaeda computers, indicatec
the American recruit had been gathering in:
formation on dirty-bomb construction.

By late April, the pieces of the puzzl
were coming together: U.S. intelligenc
ies had linked the suspicious Hispanit
in Karachi witit=saRaydah’s description

identity. Eventually, investigators reporte
Iy took passport photos of Padilla and hi
suspected accomplice to Zubaydah at his s
cret prison. Were these the dirty-bomb sus
pects that he was talking about? They were
Zubaydah told his interrogators.

On April 24, less than a month aftgr th
capture of Zubaydah, U.S. officials \tol
NEWSWEEK, the name of Jose Padilla yva
placed on the secret “watch list” of terrps
ism suspects. American intelligence ndy
knew who Padilla was, and what his pla
was. But they no longer knew where he w2
because he had already flown out ¢
Karachi and was on his way to a mysteriot
visit to Cairo by the time Zubaydah bega
to sing. In late April, anxious analysts b
gan to comb through international trav
records. Two weeks after Padilla’s nan
and alias were placed on the border watc
list, a U.S. intelligence analyst got luck
Studying air-travel records, the analy
came upon a garbled version of the nan
Jose Padilla, with a reservation to travel ¢
Swiss International Air Lines on May 8.

One question is why Zubaydah, a fanat
-al anti-American, told investigators an
ing at all. Such is the nature of the shai
qar that little is known about what gor
yle the interrogation rooms. U.S. ofl
¢t they aren’t sanctioning tortur

thon questionin
they're using it sa¥ssan ex-FB
counterterrorism  official.
doesn’t work? “Some of the real badasse
they've been flying them back to their hon
countries: Jordan, Egypt, Saudi” whe
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