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Osama declares war on Musharraf
OUR STAFF REPORTER
ISLAMABAD - Reacting strongly to the declaration of war by Al-Qaeda Chief Osama
Bin Laden against President Pervez Musharraf, Pakistan Thursday said it would
.continue its fight against terrorism despite all the threats it was confronting
Bin Laden called on Pakistanis to rebel against President Pervez Musharraf in a new
recording released on Thursday saying his military’s siege of a mosque stronghold
.makes him an infidel
The storming of the Red Mosque in Islamabad in July demonstrated Musharraf’s“
insistence on continuing his loyalty, submissiveness and aid to America against the
Muslims and makes armed rebellion against him and removing him obligatory”,
.said Bin Laden in the message, according to a foreign news wire service report
Maj Gen Waheed Arshad, the ISPR Chief said that the army would continue its fight
.against terrorism, regardless of any threats it faced
We have the aim and objective, as our national duty to eliminate terrorists and*
eradicate extremism. The Pakistan army will continue to carry out its role against
".terrorists wherever they are found, whether in the tribal areas or elsewhere
He said,”Such threats issued through videos or in any other way cannot deter us
".from fulfilling our national duty
AFP adds: Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden called on Muslims in Pakistan to wage
jihad against the government of President Pervez Musharraf, in a new audio
message issued on Thursday, according to the SITE Intelligence Group which
.monitors Islamist websites
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Bin Laden declared Al-Qaeda’s intention to retaliate for the blood spilled of
‘champions of Islam,” in a new speech produced by the terror network’s media arm
As-Sahab, SITE said
It is obligatory on the Muslims in Pakistan to carry out jihad (holy war) and fighting*
to remove Pervez, his government, his army and those who help him,” said the
.voice in the tape
Musharraf, who seized power in a bloodless coup in 1999, remains chief of the
army and became a key ally of the United States after the 9/11 attacks,
.masterminded by the Al-Qaeda supremo
Pakistan has suffered a dramatic upsurge in violence since the siege and storming
of the Red Mosque in Islamabad by government troops in July, which left more than
.100 people dead
The message shows Bin Laden is getting desperate and it could be a signal to*“
sleeper cells in Pakistan to get active,” a senior Pakistani security official told AFP
.on condition of anonymity
We may see an escalation in the continuing attacks against the security forces but“
this statement does show the (Al-Qaeda) network is feeling seriously threatened by
”.our sustained action against them
A series of recent suicide blasts have targeted the Pakistani military, and officials
say the attacks were carried out by militants with links to Al-Qaeda and pro-Taliban
fighters in tribal areas
A suicide bomber blew himself up in an army canteen not far from Islamabad a
week ago, killing 20 elite commandos from an anti-Al-Qaeda unit that was involved
.in the mosque raid
Earlier this month another bomber killed around two dozen people on a bus
carrying officials from the military’s main spy agency, the ISl or Inter-Services
.Intelligence, in the garrison city of Rawalpindi
In another video released by Al-Qaeda’s media arm, Al-Sahab, Bin Laden’s deputy
Ayman al-Zawahiri also warned that Musharraf would be ‘punished’ over the killing

.of Abdul Rashid Ghazi, the Red Mosque’s deputy leader

| The News

DUBAI: Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden has vowed in a new tape to retaliate
against President Pervez Musharraf for killing a cleric and raiding the Lal Masjid in
July, a US Web site said on Thursday
We in al-Qaeda organisation call on God to witness that we will retaliate for the"
blood of ... Abdul Rashid Ghazi and those with him against Musharraf and those
who help him, and for all the pure and innocent blood," lauramansfield.com quoted
bin Laden as saying in English excerpts of his comments. It did not post the full
.version of the tape
So Musharraf, his ministers, his soldiers and those who help him are all"
accomplices in spilling the blood of those of the Muslims who have been killed. He
who helps him knowingly and willingly is an infidel like him," bin Laden was quoted
.as saying on another US Web site, siteinstitute.org
The authenticity of the message could not immediately be verified but an al-Qaeda
linked Web site had earlier said bin Laden tape was expected to appear in a new
tape and declare war on Musharraf and the Pakistani Army. The message from al-




Qaeda's media arm As-Sahab features the voice of the Saudi-born militant over
.video montage of him, the site said

| Waqt(casdoll)

US dismisses bin Laden call for Pakistan 'holy war' Updated at 0200 PST
WASHINGTON: The United States Thursday dismissed a call by Al-Qaeda chief
Osama bin Laden for holy war against Pervez Musharraf's government and
.pledged to work closely with ally Pakistan to confront extremism
He can threaten whoever he wants," State Department spokesman Tom Casey"
told reporters. "We are going to continue to work with Pakistan, as well as with our
other friends and allies throughout the world, to confront him and make sure that
".we keep ourselves and our friends safe from attack from him and those like him
In an audio recording released Thursday, bin Laden said Al-Qaeda intended to
".retaliate for the blood spilled by "champions of Islam
It is obligatory on the Muslims in Pakistan to carry out jihad (holy war) and fighting"
to remove Pervez, his government, his army and those who help him," said the
voice in the tape, produced by the terror network's media arm As-Sahab and
.monitored by the US-based SITE Intelligence Group
Earlier this month, a bin Laden video was released to coincide with the sixth
anniversary of the September 11 attacks on the United States in which nearly
.3,000 people were killed
| guess it's shocking that Osama bin Laden doesn't like countries working together"
to confront the kind of radical extremism and perversion of Islam that he
.represents," Casey said, with more than a hint of sarcasm
| don't think it changes at all our cooperation or our desire to work with President"
Musharraf and the people and government of Pakistan to confront Al-Qaeda and
.confront extremism in that country," he said
The threat from bin Laden was also dismissed by Pakistan. "We are already
committed to fighting extremists and terrorists -- there is no change in our policy,"
chief military spokesman Major General Waheed Arshad was quoted as saying in
Islamabad
If someone is hurling threats at us, that is their view. The whole nation is behind"
.us and the Pakistan army is a national institution," Arshad added
Pakistan Defence Forum

A.Rahamen
This is a fake video made by jew/mossad/CIA/FBI/LAPD/NYPD to make Muslims
fight

Matathamane
:This should read like
The Osama Motion Picture Company, in association with Al-Jazira announces its"
"latest production: Zaalim Musharraf Ki Chaal
IStarring Osama Bin Laden, Mustafa Abu, Al Zawahri and The Evil Jew
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her this is a CIA plot because they mostly pakistanies regard US as not a friendly
country and inorder to show us that al-qaida is our common enemy. One of the
most sophisticated tech US has and yet they are unable for all these years to find
.out from where does these tapes actually come from
And if seriously this tape is true then usama has gone completely out of his damn
.mind

Mujahid
e message address the people of Pakistan to stand up for Jihad against Pervez
Musharraf and Pakistan Army, another usual move of the Takfiris who declare war
.on the Muslims states
InshaAllah this will have no effect on the people of Pakistan as this does not serve
Islam

Sada Geo pak
salam
INSHALLAH it will never effect

Wilco
.Osama Bin Ladens" Days have left Short, he is gona die miserabley, in his hole
. ho body just no body can control Pakistan except of its own people
Regards

Always Neutral
Murdoch's twin with a fake face. He and the Iranian President are Mossad's and
Gen Musharraf's plants who want the USA to bomb Iran and for the General to
.declare an emergency
.Well done CIA, Mossad, ISl or RAW, ur the best
Sorry my friends in the MI6 better sit and watch Chelsea matches as you have no
.influence on this world. Cheers

Asim Aquil
?nyone seen the video

Osama declares war on Musharraf &990 o Jloo
the nation

ISLAMABAD - Reacting strongly to the declaration of war by Al-Qaeda Chief Osama
Bin Laden against President Pervez Musharraf, Pakistan Thursday said it would
.continue its fight against terrorism despite all the threats it was confronting
Bin Laden called on Pakistanis to rebel against President Pervez Musharraf in a new
recording released on Thursday saying his military’s siege of a mosque stronghold
.makes him an infidel
The storming of the Red Mosque in Islamabad in July demonstrated Musharraf’s*“
insistence on continuing his loyalty, submissiveness and aid to America against the
Muslims and makes armed rebellion against him and removing him obligatory”,
.said Bin Laden in the message, according to a foreign news wire service report
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Maj Gen Waheed Arshad, the ISPR Chief said that the army would continue its fight
.against terrorism, regardless of any threats it faced
We have the aim and objective, as our national duty to eliminate terrorists and*
eradicate extremism. The Pakistan army will continue to carry out its role against
".terrorists wherever they are found, whether in the tribal areas or elsewhere
He said,”Such threats issued through videos or in any other way cannot deter us
".from fulfilling our national duty
AFP adds: Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden called on Muslims in Pakistan to wage
jihad against the government of President Pervez Musharraf, in a new audio
message issued on Thursday, according to the SITE Intelligence Group which
.monitors Islamist websites
Bin Laden declared Al-Qaeda’s intention to retaliate for the blood spilled of
‘champions of Islam,” in a new speech produced by the terror network’s media arm
As-Sahab, SITE said
It is obligatory on the Muslims in Pakistan to carry out jihad (holy war) and fighting“
to remove Pervez, his government, his army and those who help him,” said the
.voice in the tape
Musharraf, who seized power in a bloodless coup in 1999, remains chief of the
army and became a key ally of the United States after the 9/11 attacks,
.masterminded by the Al-Qaeda supremo
Pakistan has suffered a dramatic upsurge in violence since the siege and storming
of the Red Mosque in Islamabad by government troops in July, which left more than
.100 people dead
The message shows Bin Laden is getting desperate and it could be a signal to*“
sleeper cells in Pakistan to get active,” a senior Pakistani security official told AFP
.on condition of anonymity
We may see an escalation in the continuing attacks against the security forces but”
this statement does show the (Al-Qaeda) network is feeling seriously threatened by
".our sustained action against them
A series of recent suicide blasts have targeted the Pakistani military, and officials
say the attacks were carried out by militants with links to Al-Qaeda and pro-Taliban
fighters in tribal areas
A suicide bomber blew himself up in an army canteen not far from Islamabad a
week ago, killing 20 elite commandos from an anti-Al-Qaeda unit that was involved
.in the mosque raid
Earlier this month another bomber killed around two dozen people on a bus
carrying officials from the military’s main spy agency, the ISI or Inter-Services
.Intelligence, in the garrison city of Rawalpindi
In another video released by Al-Qaeda’s media arm, Al-Sahab, Bin Laden’s deputy
Ayman al-Zawabhiri also warned that Musharraf would be ‘punished’ over the killing
.of Abdul Rashid Ghazi, the Red Mosque’s deputy leader
Osama vows revenge against Musharraf
Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden has vowed in a new tape to retaliate against
President Pervez Musharraf for killing a cleric and raiding the Lal Masjid in July, a
.US Web site said on Thursday
We in al-Qaeda organisation call on God to witness that we will retaliate for the"
blood of ... Abdul Rashid Ghazi and those with him against Musharraf and those
who help him, and for all the pure and innocent blood," lauramansfield.com quoted
bin Laden as saying in English excerpts of his comments. It did not post the full




.version of the tape
So Musharraf, his ministers, his soldiers and those who help him are all"
accomplices in spilling the blood of those of the Muslims who have been killed. He
who helps him knowingly and willingly is an infidel like him," bin Laden was quoted
.as saying on another US Web site, siteinstitute.org

The authenticity of the message could not immediately be verified but an al-Qaeda
linked Web site had earlier said bin Laden tape was expected to appear in a new
tape and declare war on Musharraf and the Pakistani Army. The message from al-

Qaeda's media arm As-Sahab features the voice of the Saudi-born militant over

.video montage of him, the site said

‘US dismisses bin Laden call for Pakistan 'holy war the g9g0
news
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The United States Thursday dismissed a call by Al-Qaeda chief Osama bin Laden
for holy war against Pervez Musharraf's government and pledged to work closely
.with ally Pakistan to confront extremism
He can threaten whoever he wants," State Department spokesman Tom Casey"
told reporters. "We are going to continue to work with Pakistan, as well as with our
other friends and allies throughout the world, to confront him and make sure that
".we keep ourselves and our friends safe from attack from him and those like him
In an audio recording released Thursday, bin Laden said Al-Qaeda intended to
".retaliate for the blood spilled by "champions of Islam
It is obligatory on the Muslims in Pakistan to carry out jihad (holy war) and fighting"
to remove Pervez, his government, his army and those who help him," said the
voice in the tape, produced by the terror network's media arm As-Sahab and
.monitored by the US-based SITE Intelligence Group
Earlier this month, a bin Laden video was released to coincide with the sixth
anniversary of the September 11 attacks on the United States in which nearly
.3,000 people were killed
| guess it's shocking that Osama bin Laden doesn't like countries working together"
to confront the kind of radical extremism and perversion of Islam that he
.represents," Casey said, with more than a hint of sarcasm

| don't think it changes at all our cooperation or our desire to work with President"
Musharraf and the people and government of Pakistan to confront Al-Qaeda and
.confront extremism in that country," he said
The threat from bin Laden was also dismissed by Pakistan. "We are already
committed to fighting extremists and terrorists -- there is no change in our policy,"
chief military spokesman Major General Waheed Arshad was quoted as saying in
Islamabad
If someone is hurling threats at us, that is their view. The whole nation is behind"
.Us and the Pakistan army is a national institution," Arshad added
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Bin Laden declares 'war' on Pakistan in hew tape

AFP

DUBAI (AFP) — Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden called on Muslims in Pakistan to
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wage holy war against the government of President Pervez Musharraf in a new
.audio message issued on Thursday

Bin Laden declared Al-Qaeda's intention to retaliate for the blood spilled by
"champions of Islam," in the new recording produced by the terror network's media
.arm As-Sahab and monitored by the US-based SITE Intelligence Group

It is obligatory on the Muslims in Pakistan to carry out jihad (holy war) and fighting"
to remove Pervez, his government, his army and those who help him," said the
.voice in the tape

The recording was accompanied by video footage of the Western world's most
wanted man, including scenes of him firing a machine gun and walking in a
.mountainous area with his deputy Ayman al-Zawahiri

The SITE Intelligence Group, which monitors Islamist websites, said the video
.footage had been previously released

.The threat from bin Laden was swiftly dismissed by Pakistan

We are already committed to fighting extremists and terrorists -- there is no"
change in our policy," chief military spokesman Major General Waheed Arshad told
AFP

If someone is hurling threats at us, that is their view. The whole nation is behind"
.us and the Pakistan army is a national institution," Arshad added

The threat against Musharraf surfaced just as Pakistan's election commission
named October 6 as the date for a presidential poll in which the embattled military
.ruler will seek re-election in uniform

A string of videos and audio messages have been issued by Al-Qaeda to mark the
sixth anniversary of the September 11 attacks on the United States in 2001, some
.featuring bin Laden who had previously not been seen for three years

The imminent call by bin Laden to fight against Musharraf demonstrates Al-"
Qaeda's long-standing and deep hatred for the Pakistani regime, its principal
enemy in the region," said Yasser Serri, director of the Islamic Observatory based in
.London

In another video released by Al-Qaeda's media arm, bin Laden's number two also
warned that Musharraf would be "punished" over the killing of leading rebel cleric
.Abdul Rashid Ghazi in the storming of the Red Mosque in Islamabad in July

Pakistan, which became a US ally after the September 11, 2001 attacks, has
suffered a dramatic upsurge in Islamist violence since the siege and storming of
.the Al-Qaeda-linked mosque which left more than 100 people dead

In the tape, the bearded and bespectacled Zawahiri branded Pakistani security
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.forces "hunting dogs under (US President George W.) Bush's crucifix

Let the Pakistani army know that the killing of Abdul Rashid Ghazi and his male"
and female students and the demolishing of his masjid and two madrassahs
(mosque and religious schools) has soaked the history of the Pakistan army in
shame and despicableness which can only be washed away by retaliation against
.the killers of Abdul-Rashid Ghazi and his students," he said

In the same Al-Qaeda video, Zawahiri and others taunt the United States over
alleged Islamist victories in Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere and call for Muslim
.allies of Washington to be driven from power

The 81-minute video is a compilation of old TV news clips mixed with new
.comments from Zawabhiri

Zawahiri, bin Laden's Egyptian-born right hand man, was last month described by
".US intelligence chief Michael McConnell as Al-Qaeda's "intellectual leader

In a previous videotape issued to coincide with the September 11 anniversary, the
.Saudi-born bin Laden praised as a "champion" one of the plane hijackers

He had also appeared in another video on September 7, the first sighting of the
terror mastermind since October 2004 when he had threatened new attacks
.against the United States just days before the US presidential election

Despite a massive manhunt and a 25-million dollar bounty on his head, bin Laden
has evaded capture and has regularly taunted the United States and its allies
.through warnings issued on video and audio cassettes

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES IAFRICA
Bin Laden vows war on new tape

Thu, 20 Sep 2007

Al-Qaeda chief Osama bin Laden branded Iraq's Shiite Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki
a "traitorous apostate" in new video that threatens the Shiite Muslim majority in
.the violence-ravaged country

The 81-minute documentary-style video was made public on Thursday by the US-
.based SITE Intelligence Group, which monitors Islamist websites
In it, bin Laden talks of a succession of US-backed governments in Iraqg since
Saddam Hussein was overthrown in 2003 and taunts them for failing to end the US-
.led occupation
His remarks were made in a documentary style video with English subtitles called
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‘The Power of Truth' in which bin Laden appears in still photographs and video
.footage
We've seen (lyad) Allawi's government come and go, yet the occupier did not"
leave; and the (Ibrahim) Jaafari government as well, yet the occupier did not leave
And there is the traitorous apostate Maliki government taking the same line as the"
"Jaafari government because it is just another face of it
The al-Qaeda leader, a radical Sunni Muslim, makes a reference to Iraq's majority
Shiite Muslims, to which he is virulently opposed, and threatens them with
.violence
It is not possible for such a large number of southerners to participate with"
American and its allies in violating Fallujah, Ramadi, Baquba, Mosul, Samarra, Qaim
and other cities and villages and then in exchange have their region enjoy safety
".from harm and reaction
.Those cities have predominantly Sunni Arab populations
The defenceless ones from the people of Islam in Mesopotamia (lraq) are facing"
campaigns of annihilation at the hands of the gangs of hatred and treachery, which
were spread over all the sensitive spots in the previous Jaafari government and are
".also present today in the current Maliki government
Bin Laden says it is "obligatory for the Muslims to reach out and relieve their
brothers in Mesopotamia with money and men until they have lifted from them the
"oppression of the Crusader and apostate trespassers
He also warns Iraqis against "currying favour with the Crusaders and apostates”,
saying there is "no way to salvation for them other than holding fast to the rope of
MAllah
Warning Iraqis against cooperating with their government, he says "these
governments and political associations are nothing but attempts to deceive you,
.and the swords of these people are dripping with your blood on a daily basis
Iron is only blunted by iron, and who hopes to convince these apostates to refrain"
from fighting the people of Islam in Baghdad and its surroundings without a
weapon is like a fool who tries to convince the wolves to stop preying on the sheep,
*.which will never be
Declares war on Pakistan
.The al-Qaeda chief also declared "war" on Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf
Al-Qaeda will declare war on the tyrant Pervez Musharraf and his apostate army"
through the voice of the lion, Sheikh Osama bin Laden, God protect him," according
.to the site
.The threat was dismissed by Pakistan
We are already committed to fighting extremists and terrorists — there is no"
change in our policy," chief military spokesperson Major General Waheed Arshad
.told AFP
If someone is hurling threats at us, that is their view. The whole nation is behind"
.us and the Pakistan army is a national institution," Arshad added
IntelCenter, a US organisation which monitors Islamist websites, said the video or
audio message, entitled "Come to Jihad," was expected to be released by al-
.Qaeda's media arm Al-Sahab in the next 72 hours
The threat against Musharraf surfaced just as Pakistan's election commission
named 6 October as the date for a presidential poll in which the embattled military
.ruler will seek re-election in uniform
A string of videos and audio messages have been issued by al-Qaeda to mark the




sixth anniversary of the 11 September attacks on the United States in 2001, some
.featuring bin Laden who had previously not been seen for three years

The Memeri
Blog

On Islamist Websites: Bin Laden Calls On Pakistan Muslims
To Launch Armed Struggle Against Regime

Today, September 20, the Islamist websites are circulating a recording by Osama
bin Laden accusing Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf of treason and of serving
U.S. interests against Islam, and calling on Pakistan's Muslims to launch an armed
.struggle to remove him from power

In the recording, which features an audio of bin Laden's voice against a backdrop
of stills and old footage, bin Laden also calls on the Muslim soldiers in the Pakistani
military to desert, because the Pakistani army and regime are "the enemies of the

" Islamic nation

Finally, bin Laden vows in the name of Al-Qaeda to avenge the blood of the jihad
fighters, including Sheikh Abd Al-Rashid Ghazi

Source: www.ekhlaas.org/forum/index.php September 20, 2007

Posted at: 2007-09-20

THE NEW
YORK TIMES

Bin Laden, on Tape, Urges Pakistanis to Oust Musharraf

29

In a recording released Thursday, Osama bin Laden urged Muslims in Pakistan to
rise up against Gen. Pervez Musharraf, the president, whom he called an apostate
.for deciding to storm the Red Mosque in Islamabad to evict Islamist militants

The mosque attack in July “demonstrated Musharraf’s insistence on continuing his
loyalty, submissiveness and aid to America against the Muslims,” said Mr. bin
".Laden, the leader of Al Qaeda. He said it had made “removing him an obligation

The recording, an audio track accompanied by previously released videotape, was
the third attributed to Mr. bin Laden in the last month. It was released on Web sites

.frequented by militants just weeks before presidential elections in Pakistan

Al Qaeda has released video and audio recordings for the sixth anniversary of the
Sept. 11 attacks. It released a documentary on Thursday in which Mr. Zawahri said



http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/a/al_qaeda/index.html?inline=nyt-org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/m/pervez_musharraf/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/international/countriesandterritories/pakistan/index.html?inline=nyt-geo
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/b/osama_bin_laden/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.ekhlaas.org/forum/index.php

Al-Qaeda leader Osama Bin Laden has called on Pakistanis | w sl gd9g0
.to overthrow President Pervez Musharraf s
BBC

Al-Qaeda leader Osama Bin Laden has called on Pakistanis to overthrow President
.Pervez Musharraf

In a new audio tape, Bin Laden promised what he called retaliation for the storming
.of the radical Red Mosque in the capital, Islamabad, in July

He said the army operation, in which more than 100 people were killed, made Gen
.Musharraf an infidel

The new audio message was heard on the internet over previously released
.footage of the militant leader

Timing
In the tape, Bin Laden says it is now the duty of Muslims to rebel against what he

."calls the "apostate leader

The storming of the Red Mosque "demonstrated Musharraf's insistence on
continuing his loyalty, submissiveness and aid to America against the Muslims...
and makes armed rebellion against him and removing him obligatory", Bin Laden

.said

The transcript of the tape was released by Laura Mansfield, an American terror
expert who monitors militant traffic on the internet

Bin Laden was quoted as saying on another American web site, Siteinstitute.org,
that Gen Musharraf's ministers and soldiers were "all accomplices in spilling the
."blood of those of the Muslims who have been killed

“.He who helps him knowingly and willingly is an infidel like him"

It is not the first time the al-Qaeda leader has called for the overthrow of Gen
"Musharraf, a key US ally in the "war on terror

Since the attack on the World Trade Centre in 2001 he has released a number of
.videos and audio messages
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But the BBC defence and security correspondent Rob Watson says Osama Bin
Laden may well consider this a timely intervention given the current political
turmoil in Pakistan and growing unpopularity of President Musharraf

Indeed, our correspondent says, a poll released earlier this month suggested the
Pakistani president was less popular in his own country than the al-Qaeda leader
.himself

'Fight extremists'

Even before Bin Laden's latest message, violence by pro-Taleban militants had shot
.up in Pakistan following the storming of the Red Mosque

There have been almost daily suicide bombings as well as a number of kidnappings
of Pakistani soldiers in tribal areas near the Afghan border and in North West
.Frontier Province

The threat from Bin Laden - which referred to radicals in the mosque as
"champions of Islam" - was immediately rejected by the Pakistani government

We are already committed to fighting extremists and terrorists - there is no"
change in our policy," chief military spokesman Maj Gen Waheed Arshad told the
.AFP news agency

If someone is hurling threats at us, that is their view. The whole nation is behind"
.us and the Pakistan army is a national institution," he added

The release of the tape coincided with an announcement by Pakistan's election
.commission that presidential elections would be held on 6 October

President Musharraf has said he will give up his post of army chief if he is re-
.elected by parliament and provincial assemblies for another term

Belfast
Bin Laden 'to declare war' on Pakistani President Telegraph

Bin Laden 'to declare war' on Pakistani President

Osama bin Laden will soon release a new message declaring war on Pakistani
.President Pervez Musharraf, according to Islamist websites

Mr Musharraf is a key ally in the US "war on terror"”, despite widespread opposition
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.among the Pakistani population

The declaration of war from Islamist al-Qaeda comes at a time when he is facing
.intense domestic pressure

Meanwhile, the terror network issued another propaganda tape today claiming that
Islamic militants are defeating the United States in Afghanistan and Iraq

Islamist websites are carrying banners stating: "Soon, God willing: '‘Come to Jihad
(holy war)', from sheik Usama bin Laden, God protect him... Urgent, Al Qaeda
declares war on the tyrant Pervez Musharraf and his apostate army, in the words of
."Osama bin Laden

Meanwhile the SITE Intelligence, a group that monitors Islamist websites, said:
"“The SITE Intelligence Group has learned that a new message is forthcoming from
.'the head of al-Qaeda, Usama bin Laden, and titled, 'Come to Jihad

Images of deceased jihadi leaders in Pakistan and Waziristan, Abdul Rashid Ghazi,"
Nizamuddin Shamzai, Nek Muhammad and Abdullah Mahsud, appear in the
.announcement

A message posted with the announcement indicates that the message will"
".address the people of Pakistan

IntelCenter, another US outfit monitoring Islamist websites, said the video or audio
message, entitled 'Come to Jihad,' is expected to be released by al-Qaeda's media
.arm Al-Sahab in the next 72 hours

New bin Laden video calls for revolt in

Pakistan

CAIRO, Egypt - Al-Qaida chief Osama bin Laden called on Pakistanis to wage a holy
war against President Gen. Pervez Musharraf in a new recording released Thursday,
.saying his military's siege of a militant mosque stronghold makes him an infidel

The storming of the Red Mosque in Islamabad in July "demonstrated Musharraf's
insistence on continuing his loyalty, submissiveness and aid to America against the
Muslims ... and makes armed rebellion against him and removing him obligatory,"
.bin Laden said in the message

So when the capability is there, it is obligatory to rebel against the apostate ruler,”
.as is the case now," he said

Bin Laden's voice was heard over video showing previously released footage of the
terror leader. The video was released Thursday on Islamic militant Web sites and
first reported by Laura Mansfield, an American terrorism expert who monitors




.militant message traffic

The message, titled "Come to Jihad," was the third from bin Laden this month in a
flurry of videos and audiotapes marking the sixth anniversary of the Sept. 11
.attacks in the United States

Maj. Gen. Waheed Arshad, a Pakistani army spokesman, said the army will continue
.its fight against terrorism, regardless of any threats

We have the aim and objective, as our national duty, to eliminate terrorists and"

eradicate extremism. The Pakistan army will continue to carry out its role against

terrorists wherever they are found, whether in the tribal areas (of northwest
".Pakistan) or elsewhere

Such threats issued through videos or in any other way cannot deter us from"
fulfilling our national duty," he said

State Department spokesman Tom Casey said the message was "not surprising"”
.since Pakistan is an ally to the U.S. in the fight against terrorism

Earlier Thursday, al-Qaida released an 80-minute documentary-style video that had

a new speech from bin Laden's deputy, Ayman al-Zawahri, who boasted that the

United States was being defeated in Afghanistan, Iraq and other fronts. Speakers in

the video promised more fighting in Afghanistan, North Africa and Sudan's Darfur
.region

The Pakistani military stormed the Red Mosque after it became a stronghold for
Islamic militants and at least 102 people were killed in the fighting, including one
of the militants' leaders, Abdul Rashid Ghazi. The siege was followed by a series of

.suicide bombings in retaliation

In his message, bin Laden said Ghazi and his followers were killed for seeking the
application of Sharia Islamic law, and he condemned Musharraf for allying himself
.with the U.S. in the fight against al-Qaida

He quoted fatwas, or religious edits, from hard-line Islamic scholars on the duty to
.overthrow infidel rulers

So Pervez, his ministers, his soldiers and those who help him are all accomplices"
in the spilling the blood of those of the Muslims who have been killed. He who
.helps him knowingly and willingly is an infidel like him," bin Laden said

The tape of bin Laden speaking in Arabic with English subtitles was also released in
versions with his voice dubbed in Urdu and Pashtu, two languages widely used in
.Pakistan and Afghanistan

Al-Zawahri and another top al-Qaida figure, Abu Yahia al-Libi, both called for
Pakistanis to rise up against Musharraf in messages released after the mosque
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bloodshed. But the call from bin Laden now adds weight to the cry for jihad. The
.Pakistani president has come under four assassination attempts since 2002

Bin Laden and al-Zawahri are thought to be hiding in the lawless Pakistan-
Afghanistan border region, where many analysts believe they have rebuilt al-
.Qaida's core leadership

Thursday's other video underlined al-Qaida's growing technical sophistication in its
videos, interspersing al-Zawahri's speech with scenes from the Sept. 11 attacks,
interviews with experts and officials taken from Western and Arab broadcasters,

.and old footage and audio of bin Laden

The tone was triumphal, with al-Zawahri calling for attacks on French and Spanish
interests in North Africa and on U.N. and African peacekeepers expected to deploy
.in Darfur

What they claim to be the strongest power in the history of mankind is today"
being defeated in front of the Muslim vanguards of jihad six years after the two
.raids on New York and Washington," al-Zawahri said

The video included footage of al-Qaida's leader in Afghanistan, Mustafa Abu al-
Yazeed, meeting with a senior Taliban commander. In contrast to past videos
showing al-Qaida and Taliban fighters in rough desert terrain, Abu al-Yazeed and
the commander were shown sitting in a field surrounded by trees as a jihad
.anthem played, extolling the virgins that will meet martyrs in paradise

Abu al-Yazeed said al-Qaida's ties with the Taliban were strengthening. The Taliban
commander, Dadullah Mansoor, vowed to "target the infidels in Afghanistan and
outside Afghanistan” and to "focus our attacks, Allah willing, on the coalition forces
".in Afghanistan

Another clip in the video showed Abu Musab Abdulwadood, the leader of Algeria's
main Islamic insurgency movement, addressing bin Laden and vowing that "our
".swords are unsheathed

Al-Zawahri called on supporters in North Africa to "cleanse the Maghrib (western
region) of Islam of the children of France and Spain. ... Stand with your sons the
".mujahedeen against the Crusaders and their children

He denounced Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir for agreeing to an international
peacekeeping force in Darfur, saying, "the free mujahid (holy warrior) sons of
Sudan must arrange jihad against the forces invading Sudan in the same way their
".brothers arranged the jihadi resistance in Afghanistan, Irag and Somalia

The video also included old, but previously unreleased footage of bin Laden,
according to IntelCenter, a U.S. counterterrorism group that monitors militant
.messages
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The images show bin Laden, with a beard streaked with gray and white cloth
draped over his head, in front of a map showing the Middle East and South and
.Central Asia

He condemns Arab Gulf governments that have allied themselves with the United
States, saying they have "sold the Islamic nation, colluded with the enemies of
“.Islam and backed the infidels

ASSOCIATED PRESS

CAIRO, Egypt -- Osama bin Laden urged Pakistanis to wage holy war on their
president Thursday, saying in a new recording that it was their religious duty to
overthrow Gen. Pervez Musharraf because of his alliance with the United States

.against Islamic militants

The message was the third from bin Laden this month after a long lull, coming in a
flurry of Al Qaeda propaganda marking the anniversary of 9/11

Joining in, bin Laden's chief deputy, Ayman al-Zawahri, issued a video Thursday
seeking to galvanize Islamic fighters from North Africa to Afghanistan. Some
counterterrorism experts see Al-Zawahri -- and not bin Laden -- as Al Qaeda's

.operational chief

Al-Zawahri said the United States is losing wars in Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere

What they claim to be the strongest power in the history of mankind is today"
being defeated in front of the Muslim vanguards of jihad, six years after the two
.raids on New York and Washington," he said

The string of video and audio messages has shown an increased sense of swagger
in Al Qaeda's tone at a time when U.S. intelligence reports say its core leadership
.appears to have regrouped in the Afghan-Pakistani border region

You can actually see the increase in the number of videos tie in with recent U.S."
assessments that Al Qaeda is resurgent, that it is much stronger," said Michael
Jacobson, a former FBI terrorism expert now at the Washington Institute for Near
.East Policy

The call to war

Many of the messages have hammered on U.S. struggles in Iraq to push the claim
that Islamic militants are winning, and bin Laden's video against Musharraf
signaled that Al Qaeda wants to turn its guns on one of the United States' most
.important allies in fighting the terrorist network

Bin Laden branded Musharraf an infidel because of the siege of the Red Mosque, a
militant stronghold in the Pakistani capital overrun by commandos in July. The siege
"demonstrated Musharraf's insistence on continuing his loyalty, submissiveness
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and aid to America against the Muslims," bin Laden said. "It is obligatory on the
Muslims in Pakistan to carry out jihad and fighting to remove Pervez, his
“.government, his army and those who help him

In the recording, bin Laden quoted religious edicts from Islamic scholars on the
duty of Muslims to overthrow infidel rulers. Anyone "who believes that the strength
required to rebel has not yet been completed must complete it and take up arms
.against Pervez and his army without procrastination," he said

Growing discontent

The message comes at a delicate time for Musharraf, the target of four
.assassination attempts since 2002

His popularity has plummeted in recent months as he has sought a new
presidential term in an Oct. 6 vote by Pakistani lawmakers. Under pressure, his
aides announced that Musharraf would quit as army chief and restore civilian rule if
.elected to a new 5-year term

The mosque siege also brought a wave of violence and suicide attacks in Pakistan,
blamed on Taliban and Al Qaeda militants, and intensified the discontent of
.religious conservatives over Musharraf's alliance with the United States

In Islamabad, the Pakistan army spokesman, Maj. Gen. Waheed Arshad, said "such
".threats ... cannot deter us from fulfilling our national duty" to "eradicate terrorism

Bin Laden Urges Pakistanis to Rebel Against Musharraf By VOA VOICE OF
News AMERICA
September 2007 20

Bin Laden Urges Pakistanis to Rebel Against Musharraf By VOA News
September 2007 20

Al-Qaida terrorist chief Osama bin Laden has called on Pakistanis to rebel against
.President Pervez Musharraf

U.S. terrorism experts say al-Qaida's media unit, As-Sahab produced a bin Laden
audio message that was released Thursday on Islamic militant Web sites. They say
bin Laden's voice can be heard over previously released video footage of the
.terrorist leader

In the recording, bin Laden calls General Musharraf an "infidel" and says al-Qaida
.will retaliate against him for the killing of a militant cleric by Pakistani forces
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Pakistani troops killed the cleric, Abdul Rashid Ghazi, and more than 100 of his
followers in a raid on Islamabad's Red Mosque in July. The mosque had become a
.stronghold of Islamic militants

Pakistan's army spokesman, Major General Waheed Arshad dismissed bin Laden's
.threat, saying it will not deter the military from fighting extremists and terrorists

Al-Qaida released a video message and an audio recording of bin Laden earlier this
month to coincide with the sixth anniversary of the September 11, 2001 terrorist
attacks in the United States. The video was the first new footage of bin Laden for

.three years

Hours before Thursday's bin Laden recording was released, al-Qaida issued a new
.video of bin Laden's deputy, Ayman al-Zawahiri

In that recording, Zawahiri also condemns the Pakistani military's assault on the
.Red Mosque and calls for revenge

Bin Laden and Zawabhiri are believed to be hiding in the border area between
Pakistan and Afghanistan. The United States has offered a $25 million reward for
.the capture of either man

.Some information for this report was provided by AFP, AP and Reuters

FOX NEWS

Bin Laden Declares War on Musharraf in New Audiotape

AP

CAIRO, Egypt — Usama bin Laden's call for a rebellion in Pakistan is a "serious"
threat, U.S. officials said Thursday, noting that President Pervez Musharraf already
.is facing difficulties at home

In @ new audio message posted by an Islamic Web site, the Al Qaeda chief said
Musharraf's military siege of a militant mosque stronghold earlier this year made
.him an infidel

The storming of the Red Mosque in Islamabad in July "demonstrated Musharraf's
insistence on continuing his loyalty, submissiveness and aid to America against the
Muslims ... and makes armed rebellion against him and removing him obligatory,"
.bin Laden said in the tape

So when the capability is there, it is obligatory to rebel against the apostate ruler,"”
as is the case now," he said, according to a transcript of the tape released by Laura
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.Mansfield, an American terror expert who monitors militant message traffic

Bin Laden's voice was heard over video showing previously released footage of the

terror leader. U.S. officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity said the audio

was being analyzed but noted there had never been a "fake" bin Laden or Zawahiri
tape

Al-Qaeda Leaders Vow to Avenge Death of Pakistani eFluxMedia
Militants

Al-Qaeda Leaders Vow to Avenge Death of Pakistani Militants

Al-Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden and his alleged deputy Ayman al-Zawahiri
announced Thursday through two messages posted on Islamist Web sites that the
killing of militants in Pakistan will be soon avenged
In a new audio message, bin Laden called on Pakistanis to overthrow the regime of
President Pervez Musharraf in retaliation for the storming of Lal Masjid (Red
.Mosque) in July

A transcript of the audio tape was released by a US terrorism expert, Laura
.Mansfield, who monitors militant messages on the internet
According to the transcript, the terrorist network’s leader said the siege of Lal
Masjid “demonstrated Musharraf's insistence on continuing his loyalty,
submissiveness and aid to America against the Muslims... and makes armed
".rebellion against him and removing him obligatory
So when the capability is there, it is obligatory to rebel against the apostate ruler,”
.as is the case now,” the purported founder of al-Qaeda said
Pervez Musharraf is a key ally of the United States in the war on terrorism and is
.expected to seek a new five-year term on October 6

Also on Thursday, al-Qaeda’s deputy leader Ayman al-Zawahiri made a call to all
Muslims, urging them to continue the fight against the United States and its allies.
He threatened to launch a new wave of attacks against the Pakistani military after

.security troops killed over 100 militants at the Red Mosque in Islamabad
The latest video tape was aired by the al-Jazeera television network. Al-Zawahiri
praised the attacks carried out by al-Qaeda-linked militants in Iraq, Afghanistan,
.North Africa, Somalia and Chechnya

Like his commander, al-Zawahiri called on Pakistanis to avenge the death of radical

cleric Abdul-Rashid Ghazi and his followers, who were killed by security forces in

July during clashes at the Islamabad complex

In the 80-minute-long tape, the militant said Muslims are winning the war with the
United States and must continue their campaign against the “coalition of the
".Crusaders
But the threats did not impress Pakistan’s army, which will continue to fight
extremism across the territory regardless of any threats, spokesman Major General




39

.Waheed Arshad said Thursday

These words do not have much weight, the government is very clear about its“

objectives and operations to eradicate militancy and these will not change,”

Arshad said

He said al-Zawahiri’'s words won’t be able to cause an uprising because “the
majority of the country is moderate, only a small minority engages in extremist
activities, terrorism and militancy,” adding that he is “sure the country is very

".aware of what these terrorists stand for

eFluxMedia - 2007 ©

Detroit
Bin Laden urges war on Musharraf freeprees

Pakistani leader target for helping U.S. fight militants

Bin Laden urges war on Musharraf
Pakistani leader target for helping U.S. fight militants
September 21, 2007
BY LEE KEATH
ASSOCIATED PRESS
CAIRO, Egypt -- Osama bin Laden urged Pakistanis to wage holy war on their

president Thursday, saying in a new recording that it was their religious duty to
overthrow Gen. Pervez Musharraf because of his alliance with the United States

.against Islamic militants

The message was the third from bin Laden this month after a long lull, coming in a flurry of Al Qaeda
.propaganda marking the anniversary of 9/11

After Tackling Subprime Loans, Bin Laden's Band Now Reason
Takes on Pakistani Prez Magazine

After Tackling Subprime Loans, Bin Laden's Band Now Takes on Pakistani Prez

Nick Gillespie | September 20, 2007, 7:24am

In what is surely the least anticipated audio release since the late Pope John Paul
II's Gregorian rap LP Abba Pater, Osama Bin Laden's "deputy," Ayman al-Zawabhri,
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.has a new tape that's about to pollute the airwaves

In his last single, Bin Laden channeled Ditech and Ronald Reagan, declaiming both
high interest rates and high taxes, making common cause with all of us groaning
"under the burden of interest-related debts, insane taxes and real estate
mortgages." Islam, he averred, was not just attractive because it alone fulfills the
will of Allah, but because it's easy on the wallet: ""There are no taxes in Islam, but
".rather there is a limited Zakaat [alms] totaling 2.5 percent

Now, in a "sophisticated 80-minute video," the Professor Griff of al Qaeda is
:going after a different target

Al-Zawahri began by condemning the Pakistani military's July assault on Islamic
militants who took over the Red Mosque in Islamabad, and he paid tribute to one of
.the militants' leaders, Abdul Rashid Ghazi, who was killed in the fighting

The siege "revealed the extent of the despicableness, lowliness and treason of
Musharraf and his forces, who don't deserve the honor of defending Pakistan,
because Pakistan is a Muslim land, whereas the forces of Musharraf are hunting
.dogs under (President) Bush's crucifix," al-Zawahri said

Let the Pakistani army know that the killing of Abdul Rashid Ghazi and his male"
and female students ... has soaked the history of the Pakistan army in shame and
.despicableness which can only washed away by retaliation," he said

Comments

Comments to "After Tackling Subprime Loans, Bin Laden's Band Now
Takes on Pakistani Prez":

Add a comment !
The Artist Formerly Known as Travis | September 20, 2007, 7:58am | #

"Whether this will help or hurt Musharraf is anyone's guess, though the
guy is barely hanging on as it is."

Musharraf is gonna be cookies.
Cracker's Boy | September 20, 2007, 8:10am | #

If by "cookies", you mean the target of that peace-loving group of
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religious fanatic (potential redundency there) Muslims (confirmed
redundency there).

CB
Taktix® | September 20, 2007, 8:16am | #
What's next? OBL advocating the "Just Say No!" campaign?
edna | September 20, 2007, 8:23am | #

soaked the history of the Pakistan army in shame and despicableness
which can only washed away by retaliation

that's a fabulous line, it really is. the poetry of homicide.
Mike Laursen | September 20, 2007, 8:31am | #

Seems to me that by commenting on Pakistan's government rather than
subprime lending, al Qaeda is getting back to staying on point.

Elemenope | September 20, 2007, 8:44am | #

Yeah, OBL and Nancy can do video PSAs together; it'll be like a time-warp
to the '80s.

george | September 20, 2007, 9:51am | #
Earn daily 100 usd it is not joke
For more details please visit http://www.rreklam.com
de stijl | September 20, 2007, 9:55am | #

Who's the Flava Flav of al Qaeda?

If Al-Zawahri is the Professor Griff of AQ, does that make the footsoldier
terrorist operatives the S2Ws or the 9-8 posse?
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Episiarch | September 20, 2007, 10:02am | #

Who's the Flava Flav of al Qaeda?

Whichever one of them wears a huge Islamic crescent around his neck at
all times. Duh.

Flav-al-Flav | September 20, 2007, 10:05am | #
Yeee-aaahhh! Allah Akbar, booyyyeeeeee!
de stijl | September 20, 2007, 10:05am | #

Whichever one of them wears a huge Islamic crescent around his neck at
all times. Duh.

| knew Ali G was a sleeper agent!
joe | September 20, 2007, 10:12am | #

Al Qaeda's latest stuff is a total sellout.

Their first few releases were really good.

| don't think you've heard any of them.
Episiarch | September 20, 2007, 10:22am | #

| knew Ali G was a sleeper agent!

Ain't dat a bit racialist? Is it 'cos | is black? Respek.
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de stijl | September 20, 2007, 10:26am | #
Al-Z is fightin' the power. Power to the people no delay.
thoreau | September 20, 2007, 10:29am | #
If Osama Bin Laden wants to tackle companies that push your refrigerator

delivery back by 5 days and don't tell you until the last minute, | might be
receptive.

| declare Home Depot to be an abomination in the eyes of Allah.
joe | September 20, 2007, 10:41am | #

“...and the gutters that come off the house only one year after they were
installed, we do not have in Islam.

Nor does Islam accept the cheap shoelaces with the the plastic bit that
comes off, so you can't put them back through the little hole. This is an
abomination in the eyes of the Prophet (PBUH).

Also, the people who order six sandwiches at the Dunkin Donuts
drivethrough at 8:51 AM - the infidels suffer them to live in their homes,
but they are not to found in Dar-al-Islam..."

VM | September 20, 2007, 10:43am | #

OBL?

Jennifer | September 20, 2007, 10:48am | #

You won't find high fructose corn syrup praised in the Koran.

ChrisO | September 20, 2007, 10:55am | #

Who's the Flava Flav of al Qaeda?




44

Adam Gadahn? He'd be my guess.

I love this bit: "There are no taxes in Islam, but rather there is a limited
Zakaat [alms] totaling 2.5 percent.”

Yeah, unless you're a conquered infidel, in which case we tax the fuck out
of you.

gaijin | September 20, 2007, 11:39am | #

Yeah, unless you're a conquered infidel, in which case we tax the fuck out
of you

A death tax?
VM | September 20, 2007, 11:51am | #

sounds more like a sex tax...

(you know, you need tacks to keep it up. Thank you. I'll be hier all week.
Tip the fish. Try the waitress)

joe | September 20, 2007, 12:24pm | #
I would tax Raquel Welch.
(And |1 have a feeling she'd tax me.)
VM | September 20, 2007, 12:40pm | #

talk about bum cakes! that girl got 'em!
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jkp | September 20, 2007, 12:48pm | #
Just so long as they don't tax....thingy.
ChrisO | September 20, 2007, 12:49pm | #
A death tax?
No, it's an "infidel tax" called the jizyah (or some such transliteration).
BakedPenguin | September 20, 2007, 1:23pm | #
Who's the Flava Flav of al Qaeda?

| can't answer that, but given his pontifications, I'd say OBL is the Chuck
D of Al Qaeda. Richard Reid is their Vanilla Ice.

BakedPenguin | September 20, 2007, 1:26pm | #
Oops. | guess the first part of my post was implied up in David's thread.
VM | September 20, 2007, 1:45pm | #

hier is a pic of OBL and his Al Qaeda twaddlenocks.

It's not about Chuck D, Vanilla Ice, etc., it's about Boss Clown, Le Clown
Gordoon, T) Tatters, Bucky and Gigi, Bozo, and Lorenzo Pickle.

BakedPenguin | September 20, 2007, 2:11pm | #
VM - how is Vanilla Ice not included with the group you mentioned?
Also, you forgot Shakes.
VM | September 20, 2007, 2:37pm | #
Good call, Baked. Good call.
Shakes and Vanilla are there!
de stijl (aka Binky the Clown) | September 20, 2007, 2:55pm | #

You didn't see nothing old man. We're just five happy party clowns,
sitting down to a plate of beef. White... powdery... beef.
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Politicians snub Osama Timesnow.tv

Politicians snub Osama
AM 9:42:11 9/21/2007

Osama bin Laden and his second in command Ayman al Zawhri have called on
Pakistanis to avenge the storming of the Lal Masjid. But what has set alarm bells
.ringing in Delhi is the reference to the Babri Masjid

Osama bin Laden's new audio tape is not just another invective against Pakistan,
but also goes on to compare President Pervez Musharraf's invasion of the Lal
.Masjid to that of the Babri Masjid

a€cePervez's invasion of Lal Masjid in the city of Islam, Islamabad, is a sad event,
like the crime of the Hindus in their invasion and destruction of the Babari Masjid.
.And this event has crucial and critical connotations,a€ said Bin Laden

This threat comes just a day after the Lashkar e Toiba issued a chilling call for Jihad
against the Indian Government. Blaming India for playing an interfering role in
Pakistani politics and for the growing violence in that country, Lashkar commander
Hafeez Mohammed Saeed said, "Over the past years, India has been busy
destabilising Pakistan. So there is a need to strengthen Pakistan's defence. This
."can only be realised if we step up Jihad in Kashmir and Afghanistan

This is the third such video to surface after the sixth anniversary of 9/11, but for
the Indian Government, what seems to be a cause of worry is the new found
.interest that the Al Qaeda top leadership is showing for Jihad against it

Time
Time
Musharraf's Two-Front War

Saturday, Sep. 22, 2007 By ARYN BAKER/ISLAMABAD
Pakistani President Pervez Musharraf
AP

Osama bin Laden may not have the religious authority to issue a fatwa, but for
some in Pakistan, his declaration of war against President Pervez Musharraf
carries the same weight as a papal excommunication. More importantly, though,
Bin Laden's denunciation of General Musharraf as an "apostate leader" is a jihadist
echo of the charge by secular opponents that the general's efforts to hold on to
.power are illegitimate

Bin Laden's statement came on the same day that Pakistan's Election Commission
announced the date for Pakistan's parliament to elect a new president — a vote in



http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,1661687,00.html
http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,1663951,00.html
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)

47

which Musharraf plans to seek a second term. But, for the past week, the Supreme
Court has been considering several legal challenges to Musharraf's authority:

There's the question of whether the constitution allows him to seek a new term as

president while remaining in command of the military; there are contempt-of-court

proceedings over his government's deportation of opposition leader Nawaz Sharif
despite a court ruling allowing him to return from exile; and then there is the

question of whether the president can be re-elected by a lame-duck assembly due

.to be dissolved by January pending new elections

The most contentious case is over article 63 of the constitution requiring that
candidates for elected office, among other things, must have been retired from the
military for at least two years, so as to prevent the power and influence of the
military being brought to bear on the democratic process. Yet, on Sunday,
Pakistan's government-run electoral commission ruled that Article 63 no longer
applies to presidential candidates. But even if Musharraf's candidacy for a second
term is deemed lawful, several opposition party members have warned that if he
runs uncontested — and no other candidates have stepped forward thus far — his
election would be illegitimate. Not so, say members of his government. "The
reason why there is no presidential candidate against Musharraf is because
President Musharraf enjoys the confidence of the majority of the electorate," says
Senator Nisar Memon, Chair of the Senate Standing Committee on Defense. What
.is illegitimate in his view is trying to prevent Musharraf from running

In what some lawyers and analysts see as an attempt to pre-empt a supreme court
decision declaring him ineligible to run for president, Musharraf, through his
lawyer, promised the court on Tuesday that if re-elected by the parliament, he
would step down as Army Chief before being sworn in on November 15. It's a
promise that rings hollow to some, and one that has been heard before. In 2002
Musharraf promised that he would step down as Army Chief in exchange for a one-
time exemption to the very same article 63, citing the ongoing political tensions.
Back then, he had the support of the Pakistani people. Now, many have lost faith.
"It's a joke, nobody believes It," says Ayesha Tammy Haq, a lawyer and a
prominent political talk show host. "If he takes off his uniform he is nothing. The
" '.subtext here is, 'You elect me president, or it's martial law

The threat of martial law has been made explicit by Railways Minister Sheikh
Rashid. "If the opposition adopts an extremist policy [by resigning from parliament
over Musharraf's bid to be reelected in uniform]," he told a press conference, "it
could lead to extreme decisions [by the government] which could be unfortunate
“.for the country

Martial-law would certainly have far-reaching consequences: In addition to the
suspension of the constitution, parliamentary elections, due by January, would be
postponed at least another year. Opposition parties, already weakened by the
secondary role to which they've been reduced in almost eight years of rule by the
.general, would likely lose support to more extremist opposition groups

So, the threat of martial law certainly gives parliamentarians, politicians and
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Supreme Court justices pause to consider whether a weakened, but still
functioning, constitutional democracy may be preferable. But Musharraf may be
restrained from the martial law option by its potentially devastating consequences:
It would force those looking to unseat him to take to the streets and confront the
state, and if that forced the military to fire upon fellow Muslims, nothing would
make Osama bin Laden happier. In his audio tape released on Thursday, bin Laden
said that Musharraf's government and soldiers were "all accomplices in spilling the
blood of those of the Muslims who have been killed" during July's siege against the

.militant Red Mosque in Islamabad

According to most interpretations of Islamic law, jihad is only justified against an
invader that supplants a lawfully chosen leader — the Soviets in Afghanistan, for
example. Even according to Abdul Rashid Ghazi, the radical Red Mosque leader
who was killed during the siege, jihad did not apply to the situation in Pakistan
because Musharraf, hated as much as he might have been, was at least a
legitimate president. "But," he warned, "the minute Musharraf's army spills the
blood of the Pakistani people just to keep him in power, he is no longer legitimated.
".Then jihad will be allowed in Pakistan

Bin Laden's declaration that Musharraf is an infidel who has spilled Muslim blood
further cements his illegitimacy in the eyes of the militants leading an insurgency
in the mountainous tribal areas between Pakistan and Afghanistan. They may care
little for the intricate political maneuverings of courts and lawyers far away in the

capital, but if martial law were to be established, it wouldn't just be war against
Musharraf, but jihad against the entire government. And if the Pakistani state found
itself at war with a significant section of its own people, its effectiveness as an ally

.in the war on terror would end

Times Online

From Times Online
September 20, 2007

Bin Laden declares war on President Musharraf

Jeremy Page and Zahid Hussain, of The Times, in Islamabad

Osama bin Laden called on Pakistani Muslims to wage a holy war against President
Musharraf yesterday in a message that could herald a new wave of violence in
.Pakistan

It was the first time that the al-Qaeda leader, who is thought to be hiding in
Pakistan, has made such an explicit threat against General Musharraf, a key ally of
.the United States in the War on Terror
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The video message, entitledCome to Jihad, features an audio recording of bin
Laden urging Pakistanis to avenge the killing of a radical cleric during the storming
of the Red Mosque in Islamabad in July. “We in [the] al-Qaeda organisation call on

Allah to witness that we will retaliate for the blood of Maulana Abd al-Rashid
Ghazi,” he says. “Pervez [Musharraf], his ministers, his soldiers and those who help
him are all accomplices in spilling the blood of those of the Muslims who have been

" killed. He who helps him knowingly and willingly is an infidel like him

Other al-Qaeda leaders have made similar threats before, but the timing has raised
fears of an upsurge in militant attacks as Pakistan wrestles with its worst political
.crisis in eight years

Al-Qaeda released the tape as October 6 was announced as the date for the
presidential election in which General Musharraf will run as head of the army,
.despite opposition protests

It follows a spate of abductions and increasingly bold attacks on troops in
Pakistan’s tribal areas, where US officials believe that bin Laden and other al-
.Qaeda leaders are sheltering

There was no immediate response from General Musharraf, who seized power in
1999 and allied himself with the US after the attacks on New York and Washington
of September 11, 2001. But Major-General Waheed Arshad, the senior army
spokesman, vowed to continue the military campaign against Taleban and al-
Qaeda militants. “Such threats issued through videos or in any other way cannot
.deter us,” he said

Under pressure from the US and Britain, General Musharraf has deployed about
90,000 troops along the border with Afghanistan. About 1,000 have been killed. He
plans to be reelected and then to step down as head of the army before being
sworn in for another term. But he has lost the support of Islamist and moderate
Pakistanis since trying to dismiss the Chief Justice in March, and faces several legal
challenges to his reelection plans. A recent survey suggested that bin Laden was
.more popular than General Musharraf among Pakistanis

A senior Pakistani security official acknowledged that many Pakistanis objected to
General Musharraf’s ties with the United States but said that bin Laden’s message
.would backfire

In another video released by al-Qaeda yesterday, Ayman al-Zawahiri, bin Laden’s
Egyptian-born deputy, also said that General Musharraf would be punished for the
.Red Mosque, and called for Muslims to fight the United States and its allies

The video included footage of al-Qaeda’s leader in Afghanistan, Mustafa Abu al-
Yazeed, meeting a senior Taleban commander. The videos are among several
.issues by al-Qaeda to coincide with the anniversary of 9/11

From all the lies and deception we've seen over the years, this might very well be a
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ploy staged by the CIA or by Musharraf himself to keep the military dictator
propped up for another 5-8 years as the supreme ruler of the nation. There are lots
of unknowns when it comes to the military and political power structure if Nawaz or
Benazir comes into power, and the US probably prefers dealing with a known entity
.and US sympathizer like Mushy

Matthew, Salt Lake City, Utah

Is this Islam? Is what islam has taught us to fight our own brothers and sisters?
.What Taliban and Al-Qaeda are doing is not the actual teachings of Islam

Islam is a religion of tolerance with openenss to all other religions and beliefs.
Everybody on the earth has the right to live and follow which ever religion they
Ilwant to follow. Islam never teaches to be preached on the basis of Sword

Whatever president Musharraf and his allies did was the need of the time and we

being Pakistanis support it completely. We don't care what our neighbours think

and feel and we do not care what the clerics feel. We want peace and thats what
Islam teaches as well

Raheem Dhanani, Karachi, Pakistan

Faith will not break, the intolerance of some will break under the weight of
conscience, ignorance will break in the fire of honesty. But the human community
is a part of human nature and Islam is no less an expression of the common cause
than any other major religion. If one breaks they all will break, if that happens we

.will need something better

Let us hope we all learn to practice faith in each other with a sincere and a helpful
.attitude instead of abusive advantage seeking. That is all the religion we need

Whats done is done, where do we go from here ? Musharraf acted, | believe, to
prevent the descent of Pakistan into factionalised tribalistic chaos and to stop the
USA perceiving it as a military enemy. He will have a difficult time handing over the

reigns of power as long as certain people refuse to recognise the danger that he
averted and continue to undermine these aims. Osama Bin Laden will be foremost

.among these but he has many allies, both knowing and unknowing

Richard, Rushden, UK

While leaving all the taps running, those who want to wipe the floor dry with[®]
wads of $ 10 billion as mop, my very best wishes! Cough up more, buddy! Who
knows, another rabbit like Shekh Khalid Mohammad may by the next lucky prize!
But do remember that, in the name of "war on terror", the fate of Pakistan with 16
.million poor souls has been hermetically sealed for foreseeable future
Lakshmidhar Malaviya, Kyoto, JAPAN




Lakshmidhar Malaviya, Kyoto, Japan

Musharraf continues to sponsor terrorism in India, Afghanistan and other parts of
the world. This is consistent with Bin Laden's policy. Musharraf has also sheltered
Bin Laden and harbours his sympathisers within the Pakistani army and the Inter-
Services Intelligence forces. Why should Bin Laden seek his destruction? This is a
ploy by Musharraf to stay in power. However, even if there is a change in

government in Pakistan the support for terrorism will never end as both Benazir
and Nawaz Sharif have supported terrorist infiltration during their time. the only
hope is in the transformation of Pakistan into a secular democracy and the cleaning
.up of its army and intelligence forces

Mark, Brighton, United Kingdom

| wonder if it is not a plot by Musharraf himself to win the sympathy of his fellow
citizens and appeal to them to vote for him in the coming elections. The US which
harps on promoting a culture of democracy always turns a blind eye to the errors
.0of general. He is destroying his country and getting a bad name for Islam
.History would judge him for what he has done and failed to do

Stan, Boston, USA
Stanislaus Alla, Chestnut Hill, USA
:To Krishna R. Kumar
Lets pretend for a moment that the current Pakistani government are puppets of
the U.S. Do you think, for a heartbeat, that a new, Islamic Pakistan will be a friend
of India? If | recall correctly, Hindus and Buddhists don't hold a high level of respect
within fundamentalist Islamic views. Do you think you'll be safer, more secure, with
a nuclear Islamic Pakistan on your doorsteps? Or do you think you can bargain with
the new regime, that you can convince Al Qaeda and the Taliban to live in peace
?with you
?0r, perhaps, are you one of them
James P, Sacramento, California

India should be happy Pakistan is so engaged, leaving it free to answer our
.customer service telephone calls and receive our dollars

It is not Musharraf bin Laden will be hiking his skirts to run from, but the Pakistani
Army he has now insulted. And after they have been treating him to such
.hospitality. Tsk tsk

Catherine, Chicago, USA

General Perverz Musharraf has been in bed with the
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,Americans, initially to deteriment of neigbhouring countries
.and now to the deteriment of his own people
The red mosque scandal has made any remnant
.die-hard Musharraf fans averse to his hideous policies
.An Osma's video message really is the icing on the cake
Pakistan needs brilliant leadership. If it were to obtain a
fair and just government it has the potential to become
.one of the world's super powers, alongside China

.Sadaat Malik, London, England
sadaat, London, England
It isn't time yet to call Bin Laden back. He has almost achieved cataclysm for Islam,
but not quite. In a hundred years, people will revile his works but the faith will be
.broken forever
,lzzy Khoudrus, Burnley
.Bin Laden and General Musharraf are made for each other
As a matter of fact, Bin Laden should have declared war on Pakistani army and
military establishment long time back! Pakistani rulers and Pakistan are pure
.puppets of the US and some more nations

,Regards

Krishna R. Kumar, Udupi, India
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