
Ctidp' ter  4 ' CONTACTS WITH THE 3UBLLC - 
E x a c t l y  w h 3 t  relationship s h o r 1 3  d f BMS have w i t h  

the American public? That w a s  one of t h e  e a r l y  p o l i c y  

decisions that had to be nade by the new se rv ice  and 

approved by FCC. k r - t u a l l y ,  two somewhat independent 

q u e s t i o n s  h a d  to he a n s w e ~ e d  in d e c i d i n g  upon a p o l i c y :  

S h o u l d  -the p u b l i c  5e i n f o r m e d  c o n c e r n i n g  the p u r p o s e s  

and methods of FBMV Should  final pr loducts  of t he  

~rganizatioa be released to t he  public? The  second of 

t h e  two q u e s t i o n s  :>as more e a s i l y  answered,  as p r a c t i c a l  

l i m i t a t i o n s  on production soon made a n e g a t i v e  r e p l y  

i n e v i t a b l e .  F i n d i n g  an answer to t h e  f i r s t  q u e s t i o n  

proved more complicated. 

The P res s  and- ~ o m m e n t a t o r s  

Early reasoning was t h a t  t k e r ?  was no l e g i t i m a t e  

reason for h i d i n g  oper3at ions  of FBMS. There was no-trhing 

to preven t  a n y  American f r o m  lTs - t en ing  to f o r e i g n  brwad- 

casts if he had a shortwave r a d i o ,  a n d  s u c h  ~ ~ d d i o s  cou ld  

be purchased f r e e l y i n  any c i t y  or) v i l l a g e .  r3MS w a s  

merely r e c o r d i n g ,  translating, y r m u c e s s i n g ,  and a r . a l y z i n g  

these hroadc-as ts  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of U . S .  government  

agencies. Why t r y  to make a secs7et of t h e  a . c t i v i t y  or - 
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t h e  reasons fur it? FCC i t s e l f  s o ~ ~ g h t  at f i rs t  to i n fo rm 

t h e  p u b l j c  conccr-ning the n e . ~  c p e r a t i o n .  On 19 March 1941 

the FC.C i n f o r r n a t 5 , a n  office p r e p a r e d  a r e l e a s e  f o r  tF . e  



press d e s c r i b i n g  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  new service. Nothing 

was held back. ,The 'story placed t h e  probable number 

of employees at 35'0 and l i s t e d  t h e  categories of skills 

t h a t  would be r e q u i r e d ,  The s i t e s  se lected f o r  moni- 

toring were n o t  revealed, but it was said that recording 

would be done at p r i m a r y  listening p o s t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

United Sta t e s  and  i t s  possessions, .and t h e  m a t e r i a l  would 

be  c o o r d i n a t e d  i n  a c e n t r a l  Washington office. The  FCC 

information office c o n t i n u e d  t o  i s s u e  such  press releases, 

and on 2 5  Augus t  1941 reported t h a t  t h e  new s e r v i c e  was 

at work a n d  ~ l e c o r d i n g  600 ,000  to 9 0 0 , 0 0 0  words d a i l y ,  

w i t h  t r a n s l a t o r s  and a n a l y s t s  working 2 4 .  h o u r s  a d a y .  

T h i s  time t h e  four l i s t e n i n g  posts already be ing  utilized 

wepe i d e n t i f i e d ,  a n d  t h e  " b e l t l i n e  process1' used  in 

h a n d l i n g  copy w a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  con side^-able d e t z i l  . One 

item concerning the r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o . t h e  p u b l i c  w a s  adaed  

this time. The story said that, " f o r  o b v i o u s  r e a s o n s ,  

the repor t s  and  o t h e r  f i n d i n g s  of FBMS are confidential,'' 

but went on t o  e x p l a i n  t h a t  " p u b l i c  i n t e res t  in the 

national defense  i n v i t e s  some e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  g e n e r a l  

scope znd work," 

Of c cu r se  news reporters were n o t  saTisfied to 

accept releases from the FCC information o f f i c e .  FBMS 

o f f i c i a l s  were  q u e r i e d  and requests f o r  more information 

began to pou r  i n .  On 9 J u l y  1941 Harold Graves wrote a 



memorandum for Lloyd Free  commenting upon his "embarrass- 

m e n t "  at inaccuracies i n  the accompanying BALTIMORE S U N  

a r t i c l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  the "draggtng in" of the Pr ince ton  

Listening Post and the claim t h a t  FBXS was a joint projeca 

of FCC,  Princeton, a n d  t h e  Rockefeller F o u n d a t i o n  -- the 
"brain child1' of Prof. John B ,  Whitton of P r i n c e t o n ,  On 8 

September 1 9 4 1  FBMS o f f i c i a l s  were e q u a l l y  embarrassed 

by a syndicated a r t i c l e  by E l e a n o r  Ragsdale, who said 

t h a t -  FBMS was " i n a u g u r a t e d  and  pushed th rough  by Chairman 

F l y  of FCC." It now was obvious  t h a t  foreign broadcast 

moni to r i ng  w a s  an a c t i v i t y  that had some p u b l i c  eippeal.' 

There would be no problem in g e t t i n g  publicity. The  

problem now was to g u i d e  that publicity to make sure it 

d i d  not mislead. 

On 114 November 1941 the e d i t o r  of the PORTLAND 

OREGONIAN wrote  the Washington off ic ,e  a s k i n g  permission 

to write up FBMS, w i t h  photos t aken  at t h e  P o r t l a n d  

bureau.  William Carter had been contac ted ,  but r e f e r r e d  

t h e  paper  to headquar t e r s .  G r a v e s  wrote C a r t e r  on 21 

November 1941 o u t l i n i n g  t h e  f i r s t  ground rules f o r  such 

publicity. Undoubtedly h i s  l e t t e r  was written only a f t e r  

conference and discussion, f o r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  to Carter were 

s p e c i f i c , &  On 1 4  January  1 9 4 2  FCC n o t i f i e d  FBMS t h a t  no 

. , ' &  T h e  l e t t e r  n o t e d  t h a t  George s t e r l i n g  had a g r e e d  that p h o t o s  
could h e  taken o f  m o n i t o r i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  I t  would  be a l l  
right T o  s a y  t h a T  b r ~ a d c a s t s  from t l i e  F a r  East were b e i n g  
m o n i t o r e d ,  b u t  q u a l i t y  a n d  f r e q u e n c y  o f  the broadcasts were 
n o t  to be m e n t i o n e d .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  c h e c k s  were made daily 
on  f c r e i ~ n  e f f o r t s  to i n f l u e n c e  U . S .  o p i n i o n  c o ~ l d  be re- 
v e a l e d ,  b u t  s p e c i f i c  i n s t a n c e s  were o u t .  F R I S  Records, 
l { a t i o n a l  Archives 

. - 



more photos of o p e r a t i o n s  were to be authorized. F r e e  

wrote a repor t  to FCC on 16 January  1942 explaining 

that t h e  p r ac t i c e  of FBMS had been to release i n f o r -  

mation on rr~ethods and operat i -ons ,  b u t  not on c o n t e n t s  

of r e p o r t s  and analyses. H e  defended t h i s  policy." 

- O t h e r  requests f o r  information were p e n d i n g ,  including 

one from a publication jn P u e r t n  Rico, so Free  sugges ted  

a meeting with t h e  F C C  Chairman ta work o u t  a new war- 

t i m e  p o l i c y .  Apparently t h i s  discussion resulted i n  

some changes.  On 4 February 1 9 4 2  Free w r o t e  t h e  PORTLAND 

- OREGONIAN a p o l o g i z i n g  f o r  t h e  Long d e l a y  in answer ing  

i t s  r>eques t  -and explaining t h a t  since t h e  start of t h e  

war a " s t r i c t  policy" had been adopted of allowing no 

f u r t h e r  p u b l i c i t y ,  Yet on 10 March 1 9 4 2  he wro te  t h e  

e d i t o r  of R A D I O  MAGAZINE t h a t  FBMS p o l i c y  w a s  to freely 

a n s w e r  queries conce rn ing  "the mechanics of  rad io  moni- 

t o r i n g  operations, '' b u t  to maintain "absolute secrecy'' ' 

c o n c e r n i n g  c o n t e n t s  of broadcasts. A siiilar letter 

went the same day to t h e  Plilwaukee JOURNAL. It would  

seem that t h e  s t r i c t  policy pf n o t  r e l e a s i n g  . . anything 

- + 

fi F r e e  said t h a t  most of f h e  information concerning 
methods a n d  operations were o b t a i n a b l e  in Congressiona3 
r e p o r t s  anyway, a n d  h e  t h o u g h t  p u b l i c  i n f o r n i a t i o n  of 

, F'BMS a c . r i v l t i e s  was  a m o r a l e  builder, s h o w i n g  t h a t  
democracy was  n o t  a l u a y s  slow a n d  humbling. F E I S  
R e c o r d s ,  N a t i o n a l  Archives. 



+ w a s  r e l a x e d  v e r y  q u i c k l y .  

F l y  himself re leased  a considerable amount of 

i n fo rma t ion  f a r  READERS DISEST i n  t h e  summer of 1942, 

W r i t i n g  to t h e  e d i t o r  in answer to a r e q u e s t  on 2 3  July, '- 

F l y  l i s t e d  a number of i n c i d e n t s  demonstrating t h e  value 

of F B I S  i n t e r c e p t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the b i g  p l a y  g iven  by t h e  

-Tokyo r a d i o  to 'a minor  e r u p t i o n  i n  the  Philippines and 

i t s  fai1ut.e to r e p o r t  the Mauna Loa e rbp t ion ,  t h u s  

demons t ra t ing  t h e  f a l l a c y  of r epa r t s  that illicit rad ios  

i n  Hawaii were passing i n f o r n a t i ~ n  t o  t h e  Japanese." 

A SATURDAY EVENING POST a r t i c - l e  by David G .  h' i - t te ls  was 

w r i t t e n  aE-ter t h e  wr i te l?  interviewed Rober t  D. Leigh 

and v i s i t e d  ? R I S  o p e r a t i o n s .  *:: T h e  manusc t - i p t  K a s  

preser;ted to Leigh b e f o ~ e  it was p u b l i s h e d ,  a n d  :he 

o b j e c t e d  strenuously .Lo p a r t s  of tY;e- a r t i c l e ,  i n  cor- 

respondence w i t h  ba th  Wiftels and the e d i t o r  of t h e  

magazine. H o w e v e r ,  his o b j e z t i o n s  were not to any  

r e v e l a Z i o n s  of F B I S  operations, h u t  to the f3 lse  

fi Ot5er  e x a m p l e s  Listed by F l y  we:.r i n t e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  
M e x i c a n  Fresident's s p e e c h  d e c l a 1 7 i n ~  war on t h e  A x i s ,  
making  an immediate r e l a y  to L a t i n  A m e r i c a  by C Z A A  
p o s s i b l e  ; conviction of K a n s a s  p u b 1  i s h e r  Court Arche11 
on t e s t i m o n y  p r o v i d e d  b y  F E N S  i n t  e : , c e p t s ;  a c c u r a t e  
p r e d i c t i o n s  b a s e 2  on PBNS m a t e r i a l  t h a t  Germfiny would 
l a u n c h  a submarine wa- in t h e  A t l a i l t i c  a c d  Rommel 
w o u l d  not a t t a c k  Cairo a n d  S u e z ;  and d i s c o v e r y  throdgh 
a J a p a n e s e  a d r n i r a l T s  s p e e c h  t h a l  t h e  J d p e n c s c  were 
m i s t r e a t i n g  U . S .  p r i s a n e r s  of war. F S I S  R e c o r d s ,  
N a t i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .  

& c. - " H i t  l e r ' s  S h o r t w a v e  R u m o r  F a c t c r y  ," S A T U R D A Y  EVENING 
PCST for 21 November 1942. 



impressions he felt the a r t i c l e  gave   he public con- 

c e r n i n g  i n f l u e n c e  of the German radio. No e f f o r ~  w a s  

made to censor the a r t i c l e .  FBTS officials spent some 

t i m e  l a t e r  i n  c .~ r re spondence  w i t h  interested readers 

a t t e m p t i n g  to correct  the f a l s e  impressions Leigh had 

foreseen. 

Newspaper and magazine writers cont inued  tc prepa re  

a r t i c l e s  g i v i n g  inforxation r e g a r d i n g  FBIS,  or based 02 . 
material processed by FBIS, and frequently were g iven  

f u l l  cooperation. Graves,  sugges t ing  revisions in a 

BALTIMORE S U N  article that he had been a l l o w e d  to examine 

before p u b l i c a t i o n ,  n o t e d  on 10 April 1 9 4 3  that t h e  

article r e f e r r ed  to "Japanese-bwn" employees of FBIS.  

H e  e q l a i n e d  tha t  t h w e  were no such employees, as a l l  

Japanese monitors in F B I S  'were American c i t i z e n s ,  and 

Japanese could n o t  be n a t u r a l i z e d .  , L e i g h  promised a 

writer of FORTUNE on 2 February 1943 that he would read 

the a r t i c l e  submitted to him and p o i n t  o u t  l ' anything of 

a c o n f i d e n t i a l  na tu re , "  R u s s e l l  M. Shepherd, fourth 

FBIS D i r e c t o r ,  wrote t h e  BALTIMORE S U N  on 8 January 1 9 4 6  

t h a n k i n g  t h e  -writer of an article concerning FBIS, which 

he c o n s i d e r e d  accu ra te  and appropriate. Not a l l  p r e s s  

material about the organization was t h c t  well r e c e i v e d ,  

-/ An a r t i c l e  by P e t e r  Edson in t h e  CHICAGO TRIBUNE on 

3 1  J u l y  1 9 4 2  questioned the wisdon of recording and d i s -  

t r i b u t i n g  " fore ign  r a d i o  lies , I1  which Edson claimed would  
, .- , 



get Xi-t t le  a t t e n t i o n  it' t h e y  w a r e  not: so w i d e l y  d i s -  

' tributed 3y FBIS.  Hc alao c r i t i c i z e d  a d v e r s e l y  a 

Daily R e p n r t  w h i c h  he had got hold  of. Chairman F l y  

wro te  to the  Washington EVENING STAR on 31 December 

1 9 4 3  p r o t e s t i n g  a synaicated column by Helen  Lombard 

which  "a t tempted to smear" F B I S  by charging t h a t  it 

p r e v e n t e d  members  of Congress from see ing  its p u b l i -  

c a t i c n s .  

, P u b l i c  -11s~ ,of -Monitored P r o d u c t  

I n  the early months of t h e  war, w i t h  approva l  

o f  FCC, certain well known news ccmrnentators were 

supplied w i t h  some cop ie s  of the Daily R e p c r t  a s  an 

experiment. Among those selected were Rdy~r~und Gran 

S w i r i g ,  H ,  V. Kaltcnborn, and Dorothy  Thompson. T h i s  

l e d  to r e q u e s t z  from o t h e r  com.r,efitators, and some 

embarrassment f o r  FBIS, but i2 most cases t h e  net 

result was considered advantageous for FBIS. Swing  

c o n t i n u e d  to g e t  t h e  Daily R e p o r t ,  even after F B I S  

releases normally were f u n n e l l e d  t h o u g h  OWI. Thcre 

was considerable correspcnclence with Miss' Thorpson 

and on 27 J u l y  1 9 4 2  she wrote: "I g r e a t l y  admire  

the work t h a t  t h e  monitoring service has done for us. 

I am g r e a t l y  indebted for t h e  o n l y ' c o n p l e t e  and  i n t e l l i -  

g e n t  o r i g i ~ a l  scripts of notable public addresses made 

abroad, f o r  i n s t m c e ,  those u f  Adolf I I i t l e r .  t1 Later -in 



1 9 4 5  cop ies  of the Daily Report were a g a i n  released 

d i r e c t l y  to some commentators, and then t h i s  practice 

was h a l t e d .  On 21 F e b r u a r y  1 9 4 6  Walter Lippman wrote 

FBIS p p o t e s t i n g  r e f u s a l  tu supp ly  him w i t h  a copy. 

L a t e r ,  following another change i n  policy, he was p u t  

on the mailing l i s t .  

In the earliest days of FBMS, when emphasis was 

on r a d i o  propcganda analysis, it w a s  not considered 

that' t h e  news media would have  any i n t e r e s t  i n  the 

produc t  of f o r e i g n  broadcast monitoring, tnough un i -  

versities and c e r t a i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  organizations would. 

When war came, w i t h  new emphasis on n e w s  and intelli- 

gence from enemy c o u n t r i e s  and the  c l o s i n g  of much of 

the w o r l d  to U.S. newsmen, t he  pic~ure changed q u i c k l y .  : 
I 

FBIS was t h e  source of much m a t e r i a l  s u i t a b l e  f o r  use I 

by  newspapers a n d  r a d i o  broadcasters. It still was 

considered inappropriate f o r  FBIS  to r e l ea se  i t s  material 
! 

to the news media, as p l a n s  were being worked out to 

centralize distribution of govei-nment i n f ~ r n l ~ z t i o n  to t h e  

public. 

The Office of Fac t s  a n d  F i g u r e s  (OFF), under  t h e  I 

d i ~ ~ c c t i o n  of Archibald McLeish, was f i r s t  set up f o r  
I 

this purpose a n d  v a r i o u s  discussions were h e l d  concern ing  

' t h e  bes t  way f o r  OFF to make u s e  of FBIS  material. On 1 
18 March 1 9 4 2  Chairman F l y  wrote McLeish a g r e e i n g  t o  an f 

- 9 9  - 



e a r l i e r  suggestion t h a t  he place two liaison men in 

the F B I S  o f f i c e  to s o r t  o u t  informztion to release 

to t h e  p u b l i c .  McLeish w r o t e  F ree  several t i m e s  

describing t h e  categories of material his offi-ce 

desired and methods f o r  hand l ing  it. He promised 

' '> 
FBIS would be p u b l i c l y  c r e d i t e d  f o r  any information 

used by t h e  press or r a d i o .  It soon was appa ren t  

tha- t  OFF s t i l l  was - t h ink ing  i n  terms of propaganda 

a n a l y s i s ,  and had no concept ion  of the  v a l u e  of FBJS 

material as a c u r r e n t  news source .  

OFF d i d  not last Iong ,  and  i n  a f e w  months its 

function of funneling m a t e r i a l  to t h e  news redia was  

t a k e n  over by t h e  Foreign S e r v i c e  D i v i s i o n  of O W I ,  

with Matthew Gordon in charge. G o r d o n  a d v i s e d  FBIS 

t h a t  he wished to set up a news t i c k e r  s e r v i c e ,  based  

to a l a ~ g e  e x t e n t  on t h e  FBlS  A Wire, to serve private 

news media. On 11 September 1 9 4 2  Leigh r e p o r t e d  to FCC 

t h a t  he  had come to a l T d e f i n ? t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g T 1  w i t h  

Gordon. H i s  o f f i c e  would get FBIS  publications, in 

a d d i t i o n  to t h e  A Wire. FBIS would refer all ~ u b l i c  

requests to O W 1  a n d  would r e v e r t  s t r i c t l y  to the fdnction 

of p rov id ing  i n f o r m a t i o n  to g o v e r n m e n t  units. Later it 

was agreed t h a t  in c e r t a i n  i n s t a n c e s  material would be 

"'distributed directly f r o m  FBIS w i t h  p r i o r  O W 1  approval. 
, . 

This prac t i c e  a p p l i e d  i n  handling l e a d e r  speeches ,  

- 100 - 



received directly f~lurn  FBIS, and  in providing Daily 

Reports to a few commentators, such  as Swing, who 

previously had  been g e t t i n g  t h e  material.  Because 

of t h e  greater accuracy of FBIS s-peech releases, OW1 

attempted to g e t  a l l  news agenc ie s  and the press to 

use FBIS versions rather than some others available, 

and so informed Fly i n  a letter dated 2 3  October 1 9 4 2 .  

T h i s  arrangement proved quite satisfactory to 

FBIS.  On 9 November 1 9 4 2  ?lBC requested r e g u l a r  A x i s  

propaganda material f r o m  FBIS f o r  daily b~oadcasts. 

Leigh d i d  n o t  approve of the nature of the series 

p lanned  by NBC, b u t  he was saved the unpleasant t a s k  

of ~ . e f u s i n g  the materials by r e f e r r i n g  the request to 

O W I ,  Leigh was so  well s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  s y s t e m  t h a t  

on 2 J a n u a r y  1943 he wrote  N e l s o n  Rockefeller s u g g e s t i n g  

t h a t  CIAA s e t  up a similar system f o r  r e l ea se  of i n f o r -  

mation conce rn ing  Latin America. 

O f  cour se ,  as  t h e  practice became established, 

c e r t a i n  o f f i c i a l s  in F R I S  d i d  f i n d  flaws. The o r i g i n a l  

agreement  w a s  that mater ia l  from FBIS  going out on the - 

O W 1  t i c k e r  would be accred i t ed  to e i t h e r  FBIS  or FCC. 

Many news purveyors, feeling t h a t  FBIS w a s  a competitor 

while OW1 was assisting t h e  p r e s s ,  prefefred to c r e d i t  

f i l l  material T o  OWI. Leigh in a memorandum on 2 1  January 

194 3 a s s u r e d  G r a n d i n  t h a t  t he  news m e d i a -  rather than 

". . 
t . . - 
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O W 1  were responsible L-cr t h e  i nco r r ec t  accreditcti~~, 

and suggested that he confe: w i t h  Gnrdon concern tng  

ways t~ nressure news h a n d l e r s .  Edward  Rand from 

Fucr to  Rico on 3 A ~ g u s t  1943 s ~ n t  some c l i p p i n g s  w i t h  

i ~ e a s  m c n i t o r e d  in Puerto Rico but a t t r i b u t e d  to CIJI:  

and expressed s u r p r i s e  to l ea rn  thak OWL was " d u p l i -  

e a t i n g t 1  FBTS a o n i t o r i n g ,  W i l l - i a m s  tram San rrancisco 

w r o L e  t a  E d w a r d  H u l l i n g e r  un 23 Februgry 1 9 Q 4  complaining 

t h a t  an arCicle in RROADCASTlNG MAGAZINE, based on I B I S  

m o n i t o ~ > i n g ,  failed to ment ion  FBTS. A l a t e r  check 

sl~owcd that t k e  fa l se  attribution was tke work of +he 

magazine ,  n o t  OWL. FCC officidls n o t e d  the s l i g h t s ,  

h u t  L e i g h  in a ~nen~randurn to Cumqissluner Minderman an  

2 May 1 9 4 4  crgued t l id t  it was b e t t e r  to l e t  the matter 

I - ide ,  as F B I S  ~onsidared l h d t  f~rnishing naterial to 

t h e  newspapers was onLy ar i n c i d e r i t a l  p a r *  of its job, 

and  d i d  no t  w i s h  -Lo e x p l o i t  t k e  co<ception t 3 a t  this 

w a s   it^ major function. T h i s  d i d  not mcllify the corn- 

p l a i n a x - i s ,  bu,t on 1 4  J u l y ' i 9 4 4  F l y  wrote M a t t  Gordon 

t h a t  he was "ilayyy to know" t h a t  under t h c  n e w  con t rac t  

OW1 would ''oblige'' u s e r s  of FRTS mzter ia i  t u  g i v e  

prope r  accreditation to eithe17 T B I S  or F C C .  

The F B I 5  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  news media was g r e a t '  

: a11 dur i . ng  the wzr years, even though much of the 

materL~l W G S  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  OW;, An o f f i c e  study 



r e p o r t e d  on 15 January 1 9 4 5  shoved that one- four th  ,f 

the material  g o i n g  out on t h e  A Wire and through the 

Daily Repor t  had been getting i n t o  t h e  press, I n  

January 1 9 4 4  the Associated Press i n  San Francisco 

formally r eques t ed  t h a t  it have d i rec t  access to the 

w i r e  f i l e  s e n t  from West Coast moni tor ing  posts to 

Washington. The r e q u e s t  was r e f e r r e d  to OWI. Gordon 

w17ote  Charles  Hyneman o n  2 1  October  1 9 4 4  t h a t  the four 

major  U.S. news agencies  -- A P ,  UP, I N S ,  and  T r a n s r a d i o  

P r e s s  -- had made daily use of FBIS moni to r ing  received 

through OWI. ,  and were h i g h l y  a p p r e c i a t i v e  of  the  s e r v i c e  

they g o t  .:: 
Among requests f o r  FBIS  s e rv i ce s  were many from 

u n i v e r s i t i e s  and educational organizations, P13inceton 

a n d  S t a n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t i e s ,  both of which h a l t e d  their 

monitoring o p e r a t i o n s  when 'FEMS w a s h u n c h e d ,  got i t s  

p u b l i c a t i o n s  from t he  start. On 20 J u n e  1941 Graves  

received a request f rom the I n s t i t u t e  of P a c i f i c  

Relations, w i t h  the explanation t h ~ t  it h a d  been served 

by S t a n f o r d  until i t s  listening operations were halted - 

* T h e  l e t t e r  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  following p a s s a g e s :  "And as  
t h e  l e t t e r s  f r o m  t h e s e  organizations testify, this h a s  
b e e n  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s e ~ ~ v i c e  b o t h  to t h e  n e w s  gathering 
m e d i a  a n d  to t h e  Arne r i czn  p e o p l e .  S i n c e  t h e s e  agencies 

<. 
h a v e  been  k i n d  e n o u g h  t o  express t h e s e  t h i n g s  t o  m e  on 
various o c c a s i o n s ,  I t h o u g h t  t h 3 - t  you w o u l d  l j k e  to have 
t h i s  l e t - t e r ,  s i n c e  your o l l g a n i z a t i o n  h a s  furnished t h e  
major p a p t  o f  t h e  monitoricg material which h a s  made 
u u r  work effective !' l 'F15  R e c o r d s ,  p I a t i o n a l  A r c  h i v e s .  



f a v o r  of FBFS. " L a t c r ,  Matt Gulldon approved 

r e l e a ~ e  of publications t o  the organ iza t ion .  H a r o l d  

Graves showed a t e ~ d e n c y  t o  honor requests f r o r  in- 

s t i t u t i o n s ,  but. he was overruled. During t h p  w a r  a 

nuaber of universities wanted PBIS publications f o r  

use  by the Army Specialized Trdining Program and the 

C i v i l  A f f a i ~ s  T r a i n i n g  Schools on t h e i r  campuses, 

These r e q u e s t s  were g r a n t e d ,  wi th  t h e  understanding 

- ' thz-t: the p u b l i c a t i o n s  would be p ro tec ted  as confidential 

documents by the u n i v e r s i t y  libraries until the e n d  of 

the war .  A f t e r  the w a r  some of these  l i b r a ~ i e s  sought 

to get m i s s i n g  copies in order to conplete  their f i l e s ,  

and in a f e u  i n s t a n c e s  their d e s i r e s  were n e t .  After 

the war new requests a l s o  continued to come in, and  they 

were honored wheneven posslble u n t i l  10 June 1946). T h e n  

t h e  War Depart-rr~nt d e c i d e d  that folb ,r3easons of economy 

the p u b l j c a t i o n s  would have t o  be r e s t r i c t e d  to govern- 

ment off  i c e s .  A 

* G e n e ~ a l  H o y t  S .  V a n d e n b e r g ,  h e a d  of CIG, wrote on 
8 January 1947 t h a t  h i s  o r g a n . t ~ . a t i u a ,  h a v i n g  a s s u n l e d  - 
responsibility for F B I S ,  h o p e d  t o  r e s c i n d  t h e  10 June 
1 9 4 6  War D e p a r t m e n t  o r d e r  a n d  2Ld;he F E I S  m a t e r i a l s  
a v a i l a b l e  to " t h e  A m e r i c a  PI-ess and r z d i o  for u s e  
in the public i n l e r b e s t , "  but for t h e  t ime b e i n g ,  because 
of b u d g e t a r y  limitations, w o u l d  c - o n t i n u e  t h c  Mar 

, Department p o l i c y .  His l e t t e r  d i d  not m e n t i o n  u n i -  
v e r s i t y  Libraries. FBSS ~ b c o r d s ,  National Archives. 
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Amatcur R a d i o  Fans 

Perhaps the- single group of Americans most 

e n t h u s i a s t i c  concern ing  establishment of FBMS i n  e a r l y  

1941 was t h e  growing fraternity of amateur radio fans .  

These individuals, many of them teenaged'youths w i t h  

a goodly sprinkling of physically handicapped, were 

familiar with the v i b r a n t  a c t i v i t y  of the  air waves .  

Next to t h z  FCC e n g i n e e r s ,  t h e y  probably knew more 

abou t  what was b e h g  broadcast fcr  American ezrs than 

d i d  any o t h e r  group in t h e  U n i t e d  Sta tes .  Sever21 

magazines  already w e r e  pub l i shed  to serve them, and 

they had a n a t i o n a l  organization. Many also were 

h igh ly  s k i l l e d  in r a d i o  techniques, w i t h  not a few 

having built t h e i r  own receiving s o t s .  As soon as 

the first  n e w s  releases on FBMS were published, the 

off ice  at 316 F S t r e e t  began to hear fren t he se  r ad io  

f a n s .  Some wanted fulltime jobs  w i t h  the new o r g a n i -  

zation. Some wanted information on methods -to be used 

by FBMS. Quite a f e w  wanted to a i d .  the i n f a n t  l i s t e n i n g  

post by c o n t r i b u t i n g  information on frequencies a n d  

programs 
I 

FBMS was able to make use of q u i t e  a number of 

These amateurs .  One of t h e  f i rs t  regular consultants 

hired following CSC approva l  of such employment was 

Char1es.A. ~ c r r i s o n  o f  Nomal ,  Illinois. He was e d i t o r  
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of GLOBZ CIRCLER,  o n e  of the magazines f o r  h a m  radio 

orerators .  Graves wrote Morrison un  25  N~vember  1941 

t e l l i n g  h i m  his appo in tment  had been  approved  and o u t -  

l i n i n g  the c o n t r a c t  terms. He was to prov ide  fBMS 

with all irformation he c o u l d  assemble on f o r e i g n  broad- 

c a s t s a n d  file w e e k l y  repcjrts  when he had sufficient 

material. H i s  pay was t o ' bc  $ 2 5  a day, but not  more 

than $103 i r i  d r i y  one month, H e  a g r e e d  to keep h i s  

position coafidential and to u s e  FBMS s t a t i ~ n e r y  o n l y  

i n  corresponding w i t h  FBMS. 

Kr. MorFison wcrked f o r  F R I S  s e v e r a l  years,  but 

was on ly  one o f  several s u c h  consul-LanTs. Another w a s  

T h o m a s  J c n e s ,  9 19-year old i n v a l i d  cf St, P e t e m b u r g ,  

Florida. He rece ived  a c o n t r a c t  i n  ,1943 and continued 

to work u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  l c n g  a f t e r ' t h e  Gar. I n  ad- 
L 

i 
d i t i o n  to r e p o r t i n g  on r a d i o  f r e q ~ ~ e n c i e s  a n d  new prwgrams, 

Jones a l s o  f r ~ q u ~ n t l y  recorded broadcasfs rot heard in 
I 

r e g u l a r  FBIS  stdliuns and aa i l ed  in t he  records - f o r  

processing.  On 2 0  May 1 9 4 4  D r .  Leigh wrote  a "to whom 

I 
it may concernTt l e t t e r  t e s t i f y i n g  to Jones' s t a t u s  as 

a n  FRIS shortwave c o n s u l t a n t .  Jones had r e q u c s t e d  the 

l e t t e r  so thet h e  rro~ild g e t  p r i o r i t y  f o r 1  purchase of  a 

new ~ e c e i v c r .  

J' The sec t ion of FBIS that benef i t ed  rrast d i r e e t l y  

from r e p o r t s  of c o n s u l t a n t s ,  amate .ur  f a n s  who wrote 
I I I 

I I- ; 

voluntarily, and t h e  r ad io  magazines, w a s  t k , e  Program , :  i 1 



Information Unit. By 194 5"Progrzm Schedules of Foreign 

~roadcas ters"was  being published r e g u l a r l y  twlce  a yea r  

and had w i d e  circulation. The value some quar te rs  

placed on this p u b l i c a t i o n  is attested to by Loring B. 

A n d r e w ~  of the ~lanning Division of OW1 in a l e t t e r  to 1 
! 

Graves on 2 J u l y  1 9 4 3 .  Mr. A n d r e w s  was " d i s t r e s s e d "  ?n 1 

learn that Roger C .  Legge,  head of the Program I n f o r -  

mation U n i t ,  was a b o u t  to be  d r a f t e d  inTo the armed 

forces. The w r i t e r  said he was l'amazed at thc magni- 

ficent job" Legge had been d ~ i n g  w i t h  c n l y  tw2 a s s i s t a n t s ,  

thought he was the right man in the r i g h t  plaae, and 

hoped he could s t a y  there.  H e  d e s c ~ < i b e d  Legge as a 

"ham" of ten years '  exper ience ,  " l i v i n g ,  breathing, and  

e a t i n g  shortwave e v e r y  day. 

Leggc w a s  only the f i r s t  of s e v e r a l ,  amateur radio 

f a n s  w h o s e  scliviccs wezle of v a l u e  to FBIS i n  this 

p o s i t i o n .  A n o t h e r  xas Janes G .  Wedewer, who though 

physically h&ndicap7ed,  became a capable  r a d i o  e n g i n e e r  

and took part in several of the surveys l e a d i n g  to 

establishment of r a d i o  m o n i t o r i n g  post-3 i n  t h e  i s l a n d s  

of t h e  p a c i f i c .  D u r i n g  the las t  of h i s  n e a r l y  2 0  year s  

w i t h  FBIS he was head of the much larger Broadcast  

I n f o ~ ~ r n a t i o n  S e r v i c e  ( B X S ) ,  successor to the P r o g r a m  : 

. . I n f o r m a t i o n  Unit. A writel? fo r  one of t h e  amateur  f a n  

magazines whc v i s i t e d  S i l v e r  H i l l  in l a t e r  1944 was 



impressed w i t h  wed ewe^.;^ Before the end of the war, 

-capable r a d i o  technicians were hard to f i n d ,  and the 

ranks of amateur f a n s  suppl ied  many a b l e  FBIS  eng inee r s  

and cruising m o n i t o r s .  

P r i s o n e r  of War Information 

A m a t e u r  radio l i s t e n e r s  a l s o  i n d i r e c t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  

another  f a c e t  of FBIS contact w i t h  t h e  public. Tokyo 

s t a r t e d  b ~ o a d c a s t i n g  n a m e s  of prisonerls of war held by 

the Japanese in January  1 9 4 2 .  By sumner ~ e r l i n  'was 

t r a n s m i t t i n g  s u c h  information and Rome, soon fo l l owed .  

By t h e  s p i n g  of 1943 t h e  programs from t h e  three t r a n s -  

m i t t e r s  c a r r y i n g  names of prisoners sometimes r a n  as 

h igh  a s  2 0  a day .  Some of the broadcas ts  m e r e l y  gave 

names, addresses, n e x t  of k i n ,  and identification 

numbers of p i7 i sone r s .  Others  a c t u a l l y  carried state-  

m e n t  s supposedly  made by the men. F ~ I S  began p r o c e s s i n g  
. . 

t h e s e  broadcasts a s  soon as they started, but  it was 

J u n e  1 9 4 3  before the prac t i ' c e  of keeping a c a r d  f i l e  of 

al.1 such names was started. At first the  broadcasts 

were handled as a n y  o t h e r s ,  b u t  on 2 J u n e  1 9 4 3 ,  

fi T h e  magazine w a s  Q S T .  In its e d i t i o n  f o r  January 1945 
it d e s c r i b e d  t h e  v i s i t  to Si lver  H i l l  a n d  h a d  the fol- 
lowing p a s s a g e  : "This fellow J a m e s  Wedewery m e n t i o n e d  
a b o v e  c a n  g i v e  you  T h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  a n y  listed shortwave 
or broadcast s t a t i o n  t h r o u g h o u t  the w o r l d .  W e  h a d  
q u i t e  a t a l k  with this Lad and p i c k e d  c a l l  letters 
o u t  of t h e  'blue s k y '  to t e s t  h i s  a h i l i t y  to r e c o g n i z e  
t h e  s t a t i o n ,  His quick i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  was a m a z i n g . "  



following discussions w i t h  t h e  War Department, a spec i a l  

w i r e  was installed to carry o n l y  names of prisoners of 

war and prisoners' messages. It was cal led the E Wire, 

and w e n t  t o  the-office of the Provost Marshal General,. 

If the broadcasts  c a r r i e d  o t h e r  material of n c w s  or 

i n t e l l i g e n c e  v a l u e ,  they a l s o  w e n t  011 the h Wire. On 

10 September 1943 t h e  E Wire was abandoned, with all 

prisoner information funneled t h r o u g h  t h e  A Wire, which 

also w e n t  to the of f i ce  of the  ? rovos t  Fiarshal General. 

Needless to say, enemy brozdcas t s  of prisonprs' 

names and  messages g o t  im.edia te  and widespread attention. 

The P r o v o s t  Marshal G e n e r a l  w r o ' t e  FBIS on 1 3  November 1 9 4 2  
I 

a s k i n g  t h a t  a l l  such broadcasts be & i l e d  to h i m  a s  scan 

a s  p o s s i b l e ,  s a y i n g  r h e i r  i n t e r c e p t T o n  was e s p e c i a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  l ~ e c a u s e  of Japanese failure to report to t h e  

International Red C r o s s .  D r .  Leigh r e p l i e d  on 1 8  November, 

in fo rming  the Provost Marshal Genera l  t h a t  a l l  FBIS s t a t i o n s  ! 

I 
had been instructed to r eco rd  a ~ d  process e v e r y h t e r c e p t e d  

1 
b r ~ d d c d s L  carrying a prisoler's name. 

i 
The broadcas t s  a l s o  were heard by amateur radio i 

; 
I 

l i s t e n e r s ,  2nd t h e i r  reports aroused  a wave of p u b l i c  I i 
i n t e r e s t ,  Amateurs began to write or phone the n e x t  of 

kin ment ioned  i n  a message and i n f o r m  him of T h e  news. 

Some t r i e d  to p r o f i t  f r o m  the s i l u a t i o n ,  n o t i f y i n g  t h e  

n e x t  df k i ~  t h a t  information would be g i v e n  after payment 



. of a f ee .  FBIS reported on 4 March 1 9 4 3  t h a t  it heard 

of one C a l l f o r n i a , c o u p l e  t h a t  had r ece ived  5 0  phone 

calls and 8 0  l e t t e r s  t e l l i n g  that their son was he ld  

prisoner by the Japanese. ~ o v e r n r n e n t  o f f i c i a l s  f e l t  

that further a c t i o n  was i m p e r a t i v e .  A m e e t i n g  was he ld  

in t h e  O f f i c e  of Censorsh ip  on 3 May 1 9 4 3 ,  attended by 

two representatives from FBIS.  It was d e c i d e d  t h a t  as 

little ~ u b l i c  a t t e n t i c n  should be called to t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

- '  ' as possible, b u t  t h a t  an e f f o r t  should be made to d i s -  

courage the amateur p r a c t i c e  cf n o t i f y i n g  the next of k i n .  

C e n s o ~ s h i p  p r e f e r r e d  n o t  to a t tempt  a n y  l e g a l  a c t i o n ,  

b u t  to r e s o r t  to p e r s u a s i o n .  S t o r < e s  were re leased 

i n f o r m i n g  the p u b l i c  t h a t  POW broadcasts were f o r  t h e  

purpose of enemy propaganda, and c o u l d  not be accep t ed  

as accurate. It was following t h i s  m e e t i n g  t h a t  the 

E Wire was s t a r t e d ,  so t h a t  i r ~ f o r m a t i o n  cor.lld g e t  t o  

t h e  O f f i c e  of the-Provost Marshal Genera l  sooner and 

next of kin n o t i f i e d  o f f i c i a l l y .  

Discontinuance of t h e  E Wire followed an unexplained I 

request f r o m  t h e  -Provost Marsha l  General  o n  9 September 

1 9 4 3 .  A query  to h i s  o f f i c e  elicited t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t 
t h a t  Of f i ce  of Censorship had asked t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  be I 
discontinued. M y s t i f i e d ,  FBIS o f f i c i a l s  sought  an ex- /; 

. '  p l a n a t i o n  from Censorsh ip  and l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  T B I S  

s e r v i c e  ' ' w a s  n o  l o n g e r  n e e d e d , "  as t h e  work of monitoring 



POW broadcasts  and notifying the next of k i n  had been 

assigned to t h e  Women's Auxiliary Volunteer Service 

(WAVS), a p r i v a t e  g r o u p  organized in Los Angeles. 

When pressed fob a fur the^ explanation, Byron Pri-ce, 

c h i e f  of Censorsh ip ,  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m  followed 

by FBIS had n o t  eliminated the black m a r k e t .  He 

acknowledged t h a t  FBIS service w a s  prompt, reports 

o f t e n  reaching t h e  Provost Marshal Genera l  i n  as little 

as 15 m i n u t e s ,  b u t  it took three or f o u r  days to g e t  

the  information o u t  to the  next of k i n .  Besides, P r i c e  

e x p l a i n e d ,  he thought it w a s  bad to have a U.S.  govern-  

men t  agency  "distributing enemy propaganda." 

A t  the t i m e  of t h i s  Censorsh ip  decision FBIS was 

a v ~ r a g i n g  5 0  names of prisvners d a i l y  a n d  p r o c e s s i n g  

4,000 words of p r i s o n e r  broadcasts .  The work c o n t i n u e d ,  

as  t h e  Army and Navy wanted the information, as d i d  the 

Canadian and Netherlands missions. Dr. Leigh  c o n t i n u e d  

the discussion wi th  Censorship,  p o i n t i n g  o u t  that a group 

of amateurs had heen encouraged  to-duplicate t h e  w o r k  of 

a p r o f e s s i o n a l  and official moni to r ing  system.:: P r i c e  

* - ~ e i g h  d i s p o , s e d  of Price's a r g u m e n t  that a g d v e r n m e n t  
agency s h o u l d  n o t  distribute enemy propaganda by p o i n t i n g  
o u t  that t h e  Women's Auxiliary V o l u n t e e r  Service Sncl.uded 
on each telegram to a next of k i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w a r d i ? g :  ., " T h i s  mes sage  has b e e n  r e c e i v e d  a n d  t r a n s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  
o f f i c i a l  l i s t e n i n g  post of t h e  hlAVS,  a u t h e r i z e d  by t h e  
U . S .  G o v e r n m e n t  t o  a c t  i n  i t s  b e h a l f  .I1 I n  o t h e r  w o ~ d s ,  
t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  was officially a u t h o r i z i n g  a m a t e u r s  t o  
" d i s t r i b u t e  enemy  p r o p a g ~ n d a . ' ~  



consented to a meeting w i t h  Elmer D a v i s ,  Chairman F l y ,  

and  the Provost Marshal Genera l ,  where it was decided 

t ha t  FBIS i t s e l f  should s e n d  t e l e g ~ a m s  to the next of 

kin as soon as a prisoner broadcast w a s  p r e p a r e d  f o r  

the Provost Marshal General .  A format f o r  the telegrams 

to be sent  out was d e c i d e d  upon. Also on 10 November 

1 9 4 3  FBIS wire e d i t o r s  a g a i n  started filing p r i s o n e r  

i n f o h a t i o n  to the P r o v o s t  Marshal G e ~ e r q a l  on a spec ia l  

wire, t h i s  time c a l l e d  the PM Wire. F l y  wrote to Con- 

gressman C l i f t o n  A ,  Woodrun telling him of t h e  new 

service, as t h e  c o s t  of sending the telegrams was not  

prov ided  for Ln t h e  FBIS a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  Woodrun approved 

the project  before  it w a s  s t a r t e d .  It was dec ided  t h a t  

each telegram should  warn the r e c i p i e n t  that The broad- 

cast  was enemy ~ ~ p a g a n d a . ~  

In addiTio2 to t h e  expense, t h i s  s e r v i c e  absorbed 

a greatamount of time. About 2 ,700  t e l - e g r a m s  a month 

were s e n t ,  and many of them e l i c i t e d  replies, o f t e n  w i t h  

requests f o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Leigh's staff in the 

followTng s i x  months w a s  forced to spend  a g r e a t  deal of 

i t s  t i m e  in answering such l e t t e r s .  The WAVS d i d  n o t  

fi E a c h  t e J e g r a m  r e a d  a s  follows: ? ' T h e  name of J 'ohn Doe 
h a s  h e e n  m e n t i o n e d  i n  a n  enemy b r o a d c a s t  a s  a POW in 
J a p a n e s e  { G e r m a n )  h a n d s ,  T h e  p u r p o s e  of such broad- 
c a s t s  i s  to g a i n  l i s t e n e r s  f3r the e n e n y  p r o p a g a n d a  
w h i c h  t h e y  c o n t a i n .  Bu r  t h e  Army ( N a v y )  i s  c h e c k i n g  
the a c c u r a c y  of t h i s  i c f o r n ~ t i o r ~  z n d  w i l l  a d v i s e  you 
a s  soon a s  possible. F B I S  of F C C . "  F B I S  R e c o r d s ,  - 

National A ~ c h i v e s  . 



. . 

receive w i t h  good grace the  n o t i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  i t s .  

s e r v i c e s  wpre no longer  needed.  The women pleaded 

f o r  authorization to c o n t i n u e  t h e  work, a rgu ing  t h a t  

it was ~ f '  value d e s p i t e  t h e  d u p l i c a t i o n  OF FBTS 

a c t i v i t i e s .  

The n e s  system was n o t  e n t i r e l y  successful, f o r  

amateur listeners c o n t i n u e d  to n o t i f y  the next  of kin. 

Many r e c i p i e n t s  of telegrams wrote t h a n k i n g  F B I S ,  bu t  

add ing  t h a t  the same informat ion  h a d  been obta ined  

f r o m  several other1 sources. Many sincere amateurs 

wrote askTng i f  there was anything wrong w i t h  t h e i r  

c o n t i n u i n g  to l i s t e n  t o  t h e  broadcasts acd to n o t i f y  

the i lext  u1 kin. Leigh patiently r e p l i e d  to each n n p ,  

explaining t h a t  there  was n o t h i n g  illega1,about 

l i s t e n i n g  to the brosdcasts, though it was illegal to 

r epea t  enemy propagandz, a n d  at a n y  rate t h e  amateur 

listeners were m e r e l y  - d u p l i c a t i n g  FBIS , activit ' j les.  Many 

touching letters were r e c e i v e d  from persons  who had 

heard of t he  s e n i c e  b u t  had not received telegrams, 

T h e i r  husbands  or s o n s  were r epor t ed  missing in action, 

or they had n o t  h e a r d - f r o m  them for a long pried, and 

they wondcrcd if F B I S  had a n y  i n f o ~ m a t l o n .  These  l e t t e r s ,  

t o o ,  r e c e i 7 ~ e d  carefu l  answers. Most of those who 

received telegrams were d e e p l y  a p p r e c i a t i v e ,  cad some 

h i g h  i n  t h e i r  praise of FBTS. One woman w r o t e  on 25 

February 1 9 4 4 :  "It is a pleasure to come across a 



government bureau d o i n g  the v e r y  good work y o u  are 

, dofng , "it  Many newspapers c a r r i e d  s t o r i e s  telling of 

t h e  VBIS service, and t h e  n e t  r e s u l t  w a s  much good 

will f o r  FBIS .  A Philadelphia r e p o r t e r  who was 

preparing a critical story on n o t i f i c a t i o n  of next 

of kin called F B I S  and go t  a f u l l .  account of t h e  way 

t he  service w a s  hand led .  She still wrote' the c r i t i c a l  

s t o r y ,  but c e n t e r e d  h e r  w r a t h  on the Provos t  Marshal 

G e n e r a l  f o r  slowness i n  f o l l o w i n g  up FBIS n o t i f i c a t i o n s ,  

Whefi C h a r l e s  Hynernan became D i r e c t o r  of  FBIS in 

1 9 4 4  a long second look was g i v e n  the sys t em.  It had 

become o b v i o u s  t h a t  many amateur  l i s t e n e r s  s t i l l  were 

r e p o r t i n g  POW broadcasts. Correspondence with r e l a t i v e s  

O F  p r i s o n e r s  was ta :<ing an inordinate amount of t i m e ,  

t hough  Hyneman was careful to handle all such corres- 

pondence. A s  l a t e  as 1 3  J a n u a r y  1945 a memorandum to 

h i s  staff c i t e d  d e l a y  in a n s w e r i n g  some q u e r i e s  from 

next of kin and declared t h a t  ' 'no business in F B I S  i s  

more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  giving prompt answers to such q u e r i e s . "  

fi K o t  a l l  were t h a t  appreciative. A man wrote  from Corpus 
- C h ~ i s T i ,  T e x a s ,  on 3 0  March 1 9 4 4  denouncing FBIS f o r  
" w a s t i n g  the g o v e r n m c r l t l  s money1' by s e n d i n g  "such un- 
i m p o r t a n t  messages b y  w i l - e . "  H e  s a i d  h i s  m o t h e r ,  who 
h a d  a weak h e a r t ,  was c a l l e d  t o  the telephone in t h e  
m i d d l e  of t h e  n i g h t  t u  take t h e  message  and h a d  a h e a r t  

/' 
a t t a c k  a n d  a l m o s t  d i e d .  "And a l l  t h i s ,  h e  f i n i s h e d ,  
" f o r  a m e s s a g e  t h a t  didn't a m o u n t  to a t i n k e r t s  dam," 
f o r ,  it  old n o t h i n g  t h e y .  d i d  not-  a l r e a d y  k n o w .  F B I S  
R c c u r l d s ,  Nzt i o n a l  A r c h i v e s .  



Assistant Director Edward Hullinger reported to Hyneman 

on 5 J u l y  1 9 4 4 - t h a t  he had discussed the t e l e g ~ a m s  with 

Byron Price, who w a s  of t h e  op in ion  that under the cir- 

cumstances it w'as  h a r d l y  worthwhile to con t inue  them. 

A t  any rate, A x i s  propaganda had g r e a t l y  deteriorated 

and t h e  government w a s  no l o n g e r  concerned about t h e  

size o f  its l i s t e n i n g  audience. Hullinger also t a l k e d  

w i t h  the Provost Marshal General, who agreed  t h a t  t h e  

service cou ld  be dropped.  The prirnal7y consideration 

f o r  FBIS w a s  t he  c o s t .  The prisoner broadcast service 

was costing $60,000 a y e a r ,  and FBIS was having serious 

budgetary prob lems .  

The Provos t  Marshal General formally agreed to 

discontinuance of t h e  service on 4 August  1 9 4 4 ,  and 

telegrams to n e x t  of k i n  were stopped immediately. The 

PM Wire, paid f o r  by the War Department, w a s  continued 

u n t i l  September 1945, a f t e r  the s u r r e n d e r  of Japan .  

No s i m i l a r  service w a s  unde~taken dur> ing  t h e  Korean war, 

and none has been o f fe red  d u r i n g  t h e  Vietnamese w a r ,  
! 

t hough  t h e  FBIS Wire Se rv ice  has c o n t i n u e d  to r u n  broad- /. 
cast informatior? concerning prisoners of w a p .  


