Foreword

The CIA under Harry Truman

The History Staff is publishing this new collection of declassified docu-
ments in conjunction with the Intelligence History Symposium, “The Ori-
gin and Development of the CIA in the Administration of Harry S.
Truman,” which CIA’s Center for the Study of Intelligence is cosponsor-
ing in March 1994 with the Harry S. Truman Presidential Library and its
Institute. This is the third volume in the CIA Cold War Records series
that began with the 1992 publication of CIA Documents on the Cuban
Missile Crisis, 1962, and continued with the publication in 1993 of
Selected Estimates on the Soviet Union, 1950-1959. These three volumes
of declassified documents—and more will follow—result from CIA’s new
commitment to greater openness, which former Director of Central Intel-
ligence Robert M. Gates first announced in February 1992, and which
Director R. James Woolsey has reaffirmed and expanded since taking
office in February 1993.

The Center for the Study of Intelligence, a focal point for internal CIA
research and publication since 1975, established the Cold War Records
Program in 1992. In that year the Center was reorganized to include the
History Staff, first formed in 1951, and the new Historical Review Group,
which has greatly extended the scope and accelerated the pace of the pro-
gram to declassify historical records that former Director William J.
Casey established in 1985.

Dr. Michael Warner of the History Staff compiled and edited this collec-
tion of documents and all of its supporting material. A graduate of the
University of Maryland, Dr. Warner took a history M.A. from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin in 1984 and received his Ph.D. in history from the Uni-
versity of Chicago in 1990. Before joining the History Staff in August
1992, Dr. Warner served as an analyst in CIA’s Directorate of Intelli-
gence.

As with the previous volumes in this series, we are grateful for the abun-
dant skill and help of the Historical Review Group, which persuaded a
host of overburdened declassification reviewers in CIA and other agen-
cies and departments not only to release these records, but also to do it
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without delay. We again thank our History Assistant, Ms. Diane Marvin,
and all those talented members of the Directorate of Intelligence’s
Design Center and Publications Center and of the Directorate of Admin-
istration’s Printing and Photography Group whose professional contribu-
tions made this new volume possible.

J. Kenneth McDonald
Chief, CIA History Staff



