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All statements of fact, opinion, or analysis expressed in this article are those of the author. Nothing in the article should be 
construed as asserting or implying US government endorsement of its factual statements and interpretations.
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The War in Laos: The Fall of Lima Site 85 in March 1968
James C. Linder

Published in an unclassified edition of Studies in Intelligence in 1995, this article is one of the earliest public accounts 
given of Lima Site 85 and the successful North Vietnamese attack against it on 10 and 11 March 1968. The most definitive ac-
count, based on extensive interviews and documentation, appeared five years later in a book by former CIA and Intelligence 
Community historian Timothy Castle, One Day Too Long: Top Secret Site 85 and the Bombing of North Vietnam (Columbia 
University Press). This article is part of a forthcoming compendium of Studies articles related to the conflict in Southeast 
Asia that will be published in support of Defense Department efforts to mark the passage of 50 years since that conflict took 
place. —Editor
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Afterword
The unnamed technician noted as having been wounded and dying en route to Udorn was Air Force Chief Master 

Sergeant Richard L. Etchberger. He was wounded after having just brought aboard three other airmen trying to escape 
the North Vietnamese assault. As his story came to light over the following decades, momentum built to award him the 
Medal of Honor, which President Obama did on 10 September 2010 in the White House. (See: https://www.whitehouse.
gov/blog/2010/09/21/awarding-chief-etchberger-medal-honor and Karen Parrish, “Medal of Honor Recipient Joins Hall 
of Heroes” in DOD News (American Forces Press Service) at http://www.defense.gov/news/newsarticle.aspx?id=60970

Readers wishing to study declassified material related to the conflict of 50 years ago, may visit the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act Reading Room at www.cia.gov. The site features several related collections, including the four book-length 
histories of CIA activity in Vietnam and Laos written by CIA contract historian Thomas Ahern between 1998 and 2005; 
a collection of national intelligence estimates and estimative products written on Vietnam before and during the war; 
and document releases on Air America and its predecessor, Civil Air Transport.
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