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The tutelligence war botween fr’se
British und Irieh Tntelligrs.ce Scivices,
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sibin Co Ylartline

1 M.

Uhati] Faster Week 3036, the sistuc of Tord Nelson stood peac ~efully
on its columm in Doblin Square. I was bloewn up en the eve of the
S0th sonivarsery of the Faster Febellor, which the British had finally
snbdued on that very spot. Although the fgorative decapitation of the
hero of Trafalgar made the {-Hui page of The New York Times, the
cvent was but a foolnote to L imy, yecalling one of the most news-
worthy storics of the carly 10007, The Inih Revolt.
sster Rehellion of 19186,
sh nationalists had been fighting Diitish colonialism witheut saecess,

Lotween the Faster Rebellion and the
s of the past was that this new Jrish revolt occurced st a most
itious peooiment for the Yitish, The war sgainst Germany had
strained and eshousted the economy of Great Dritain. Rosm,m,es to
arrest the growing insurgency in Jreland were not available,
Despite the disruptive effects of World War I on Creat Britain, it
would have been wnrealistic, cven in the lsnd of the leprechaun, for
the Trish to expect to defeat by conventional yrilitary tactics the woild’s
foremost military power. In fact, inost of the leaders of the Jrish na-
tinnalists felt that the oppoitunity for success yested squarely on their
capability to exploit Great Britzin's Jack of will to continue a costly
end domestically unpopular war, Fheir event

I8

For nes l)' {four hundred YRS pl‘ft‘u' to the F

vis
‘the n n(r\[ strili g dilerence

itoal suncess in doing so

constitutes a classic cxample of the « "fwh eness of unconventional
werlare in forcing a powerful zz(‘vrffrm'y to the negotiating tablel

The Trish intelligence seyvice was one of the erchitects of the victory.

The Divector of Jutelligence of ihe Trish Repul blican Army duving

the Just act of the drama was Micheel Collins, already a legendary

figure when he was appointed in the suruner of 1919. He }md been

1On 5 December 1021 a treaty was signed granting Ireland, less the six countics
of Ulster (n orithemn Ireland) Home Rule. Usder Home Rule, although Iveland
yernamed within the British FEn the Lrish were given pslmary respoisibility
for dumestic affairs with Britaln retainiag contiol over defense and foreign affairs.
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oody Sunday

S 1 we carly 1916, and hiad cained the cachet attsched
to "‘1” ation and m,pu Hmu‘( ful a y-r-'u oa Baatish jaill By 191¢
30,000 7o rewstds Tor Collins “dead or alive.”

ihe Crown wag of

a(.,

e this h’-m*{-fl‘z'ag offer (mr? he 1{1 times in s
i (} (s} nfn] susistanco

tand, very fow
ich would aid the Pyitich in capturing him,
d it a quick end. The fayiliar 10A calling
card found on the badies of twformers, “Ce Spy Excented by
Ovder of the TRA)” proved to be a sufficiont dutanent. Frequently,
informers were tried in ok

The fow who were

in. It s sufBicicut to recal) Collins remark
ﬂ‘i G w’mg the accused to zj" ss at the culeome of these trials: “For
the future the e should be guilty until proven inpocent.”

Colling has often been de

a5 a cold-
Dlooded charactor. His remarks after the Bl Joody erecution of a number
of British inteligenee officers and infounants Teing out this aspec
of his chuaracter.

cvibed by Loth fricnds and focs

fables who continued to

tivens,

tiem wes the destruction of ¢

My cne
make m

ruble the Lives of ordinary f!uxn' i

ve pw-uf erugh to asture mysolf of the atincities which this gang of
s andd informors Lave committed. Peijury and tortar

wa to them, I T had a second mstive it was no racre than a freling such
as I might Juve for a dasgerous reptile.

> ave words too (n“ly

Ry their destroction the wry air is 10ade sweeter, That should be the fot 1re’s

judgument on thiy pretioular event, Foy g

yself, miy coscionce is clear. Ther
is no crime in delceting apd Jestroying, in war-thne, the spy and the mfor:ncr.
They have destroyed without tris). T have paid them back in their own coin?

Although informers were dealt with rothlesdy, Collins came close
to (*:;L_shuc a number of times. On one occasion a Black and Tan ? raid-
mg paity hesieged a house where Collins was present. He calmly
walked down i}n stairs, brashed the intruders acide, and Bolfed out the
door before they knew what had happened.

Soon after this incident, Collins had a naster builder named Ratt
O'Convor ¢

struct a secret room, with sleeping quarters, on the
same premises, O'Conor succecded o well that the next fime
ithe Black and Tans staged a yaid, Collins was able to continue a
mieeting then in progress without Jatenaption,

*Rex Taylor, Mickael Collins, Londen, 1958.

*The Rlack 2nd Teos wire not members of the Diitish reguler mmy bat a
wew faice recraited for service in Ireland. They vere drawn hewvily from the

voemployed and reesived thelr name from their witive -khaki ceats, black trousers

snd oS,
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The Collias Organizntio

Colling sunrcanded W

S with a el gooup of intel-

Ny

vatives- cron abelled the Tnner Chicle - awho 43nL(£"ci the

tion of
cd from Lielnd o Aerica, "1‘,“’ B3 (]) el -"1;,’:\1*1 l
s, postal facilities, end g ith

Fritish installations. Their network eventually

Le Byt
i}

CEEED iul;l Gepostyenis {u,f‘,

,

‘L

Ypuariers in Doblin Coc Tv to Whitchall jtself S‘m;’k;;il‘mtsc v\,o.s;;z]
{ 2 k

officials in Tondon, Dullin and gosaally houghoat all of Tecland,
caabled the Tiish sasvice fo 5

erecpl, aud decode many of the
omlosmmvs cipher 1res:

Recogniving the peed 1o <,L-L€:PI!& aformstion on t‘m'r appasition,
ihe }mnr Civele very caily i the shuggle esta wd a contral
(16

3‘(::(}:'(15 cepter, eventuslly ¢alled the Piain (,\“mé;r, within 200 yards

of Bublin Castles A Tawyer’s office provided the cover, end although
its wewseal clicotele dnerensed Dy smerber, this dualpuipose estab-
Helinent went undetected.

Presumably the TIS estiblished its “Biain Center” w0 dangerously
lose 1o Dublin C ermination of yeports 1eccived
from Broy, Kawva h {seNamma, all trusted em-
=5 of the British, but 2oents of the 11S. },}ns records center

ined dassicrs on personzlitics of seamity or apurational interest
cloding milit oy loaders and govenunent offf

+stle io h:‘:.\’f:—-n ih(.‘ (1 55
iph, N \:h'.é_)n and N

bl

cials, as will as cup-
tured and ste! ) docuinents end extensive ciphoring sud deciphaing
material,

The British React

The British Intelligence Service (BIS) appuarently lacked detsiled
information about the Tnner Circle aud the Brain Center, althougb
it cortainly felt their precence Lid Michael Colling influenc
conscquence, the BIS set outl to captime Colling, ’»nnn thereby (o
neutratize the Irich apperatos. One of the BIS carlie <t efTorts in
this direction was torned inilo a propagsnda extravaganza by the
1S, A convicted forger i a Tondon prison, ene I 1)1&1})/ Haxdy,
-d a Ltter to Lord French, Governor Ceneral of Ireland, offer-
ing his services as a spy. Tovd I‘nmnh accapled the "\u‘.rmitirun. Hardy
1 and establish contact with the 118,

Hardy's letter, howes
to 118 ?c;;dqnarm-c o e

1103

veas {o travel to Irel

r, had been dntercepted and transinitted
re Irish op

Hves began to smass a dossier
ninating iefoeation m;u‘xmn& Wardy's past. Collins ppr-
d Hardy to mnzke contzct with the IS, and shortly the
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70 \t’mt I ,zdy had been }(‘d to ]'/(‘};('\’"' was a "':'n“fcr-
and

:,«:nticipmmg the smop ‘.\at }}em.zy wWas .«;;(,uuy to

._..

! }'Our 0

prov;f’e
mméj this meating the leadors of the 1S confy

his )m

Jis

d U:szdy with
ous past, his Jetter to Lord Fiench, and his mission to
pem:imie the JIS. When Dighy leained the true identity zod pur-
pose of his host, he made a foll confeesion, 7’5‘»1')5;3;; "lrr("u)‘ to ob-

tain Tewiency from his inquisitors. Because of Dighy’s cooporation,
the 31S sparcd ]m Iife 'mr] gave him until the ,m.xi raorning 1o be
out of IrM'm] [he story made international news headlines, and
the BIS suffered a humilisting reversal before world opinion,

Not all Diitish efforts were as trancparent as the Mardy flasco.
An expericnced BIS officer named Burn, slias Jumeson, suceceded
in penctiating the “Tiner Cirele” of the 11§ and in winning for
short time. the conflidence of Michael Collins. Jsmcion had come
to the st’h"i'(lun of the JIS while feigning Bolshevism as a mernber

of British Lalior cireles, all the while perforaing in the role of agent-
provocateur. }”«m:\mn impressed Collins with :,(h-f mes to obtain arms
anihinoney from the Soviet Covermment.

An wncobstantisled veport from Dublin Castle, and the near cap-
iure of Collins while engaged in a clandestine vaccting with Jameson,
provoked suspicions &ud the 11S piepared a plen io test Jameson's
loyalties. With deliberate carclessness Collins permitted  Jrmeson
to see parts of a bogus document which yeferred to hmportant papers
held in the home of a pro-British ex-mayor of Dublin. Jamceson in
tarn relayed this informution to Dublin Castle and seen afterward
the Black and Tans saided the ex-mayor’s bome. Predictably, perhaps,
shottly after the raid Jameson’s Iun?) riddled with bullets was found
hesring the familiar TRA execution card.

n their pruetration efforts 1IS operatives were considersbly more
successful than the Pritish. Farly in the conflict, the 1S recruited
and yan-ineplace four Dublin Castle officials: Ned Broy, ]an‘m Mac-

. *,

e Navanagh, end Dave Noligin, During their weekly de-
bricfings, these agents pa!«.scd valuable irformation to Collins at a
Dublin safchoose owned by Tom Gay, an inconspicvens lihrarian,
Ore of these agents, Ned Broy, who had zccess to t}m headquarters
of the Dublin Detective Force, arranged to be on duty slone one night
during which Collins was able to make a inidnight visit and spend
several hours of the early morning there reading seciet documents
and gathering valuable infoumation.
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Altho Bioy, ¥avanagh, Mcligan ond MaceNamara provi&-d

ollig wely wseful fnfouation, {}e mast valustle of all
Collins welrations was the systerions Lt G, a member of British
uh-tnv intelligonce and one of Colling chief agents and confidants.
Not caly was Lt Gooalle to pass mf«uu:m\xn conceming hoop

(\ n:,.

scvernents, order of battle and wilitary wlios that enabled the 1RA
to avobush Baitish treops and supply conveys, but he also provide
Colltus with advance waiing nf British p‘m)s to s2id suspected

1

118 sustallstions.

In Colling L‘ rsonal notchook

nteen notes

fary, thore appear seve
aled "G, of which the following is but one exanmple:

Dot ceerdo, The road to Pamell Square is too well trod,
Fifteen men, focluding you, went there (to Vaughn's Hotel) Iast
wight between 8 and 11 pom.”*

Tittle else iy known of 1.t. G. but bis cave demnonstrated the abili-
ties of the IS to recnit and ron-in-place an unusu:t]ly valuzable
and well-placed British miilitary jutelligence officer.

The Cairo Crwp

Despite the «forts of Dublin Castle to stymic the IS, the Deitish
position in }z(‘],md in 1919 bad <o deterimated that the British au-
thorities in Whitchall decided that yadical measures were yequired.
Heretofore the Bytish had been concentrating on contiolling the
general public aud only sporsdically fighting the I1S. But Ivish sue-
cesses had nevertheless mounted. A major assault was in order. Ac-
cordingly, certain of the most exl)euvn\ed British deep-cover CI
officers were (:3],<_sd to Ireland and divected to seek out and azssassi-
nate the Tnner Cicle of the 118,

At the time of the Trish Revolt most of these operatives were
stztioned in Cairo. One by one, they amived in Ircland, travelling
vuder slases end using commercial cover, several teking jobs as
shup assistants or garage hands to aveid suspicion.

The so-called Cairo Group was directed by two men, Peter Aimes
and George Benmet. These individuals maind-ived laison with three
veterans of the campaign, Lt. Angliss, alins McMahon, who had
been recalled from Russia to organize intelligence in South Dublin,
an Irishman by the name of Pcel, and D. L. Mcl.ean, the chief

¢ Bex Td)?or, Michael Collins, London, 1058,




A UusETORNLY Bloody Sunday

of intelligence at Dublin Castle. Besides befn

- s
1;#5‘7}“,

i maore X\rm‘»c«d
nee ’; ives than those earller warkicg in i reland, the
as of the Cairo Group incrcised the thevet to i'he Trish Le-
cruse they Jwomedistely yeorganized the Beitish intelligence effort,

chowrdil their ¢ sod and uncoordinated.

iptishmoents

IS NEE

i1 ;\"ix] hfﬂ.(} ‘L,‘u,‘f‘i!] (,n Wil

lem vliinstely to the events oi ﬂuad)' Sunday.”

:/:‘;"f‘; the IS was wwvare that changes were ’v:_z"ring 1\"1@'0 on the
side, it was soime Uhine before it ascertnined the iduentities of the
“up. Their Lfrst bronk came ‘.nl‘u\ﬂusf the oention of
}cﬂ»n Tnu“"h, an Lish Treasury Gfficial, by the Croup. After this
cpivade, T Angliss, dionk wnd despondent, divolyed his participa-
Hion in the cvecution to a girl who 5‘;::;{1\«3:1L(,.mly pussed this in-
formation to an 1S informant. The ;vmwiz‘;ing members of the group
were identified after en unwitting Jandlady revealed to avother 1S
informant that several of Lier Puitish guests regulaly went out very
late in the ovening. At the thne Dnlmn was under a very slrict
curfew, wnd only suthorized parsonnel ware allowed on the streets.

The dndividoals in question ware tuken nnder ohservation by the
sorvoilllance snd enflecoment anm of the 1S --ealled the Twelve
Apostles % wwhich determived that they weie i contact with pre-
vioosly ideniified wmenbers of the Cuiro Croup. To the Twelve
Apostles, this meant that they were hastrwnentally involved with
}m Caivo Group.

In addition to the information provided by these sowrces, a com-
paratively low-Jevel technieal operation sevealed the identity of an-
cther key participant in the Crivo Gicup. Shortly after the new
British feam arrived in Treland, Michael Collins hed received a type-
wriften death notice reading:

“An eye for wn cye
A tooth for a tooth
Therefore a bfe for a Life”®

Collins ignored the message but filed the Jetter, as he did sl cor-
I(if»p(‘:l‘id(fh(l(, bearing upon bis intelligence and related activities.

" The Twelve Apastles were responsible for surveillonce and cxecutions, Because
3 I

ey operated in friendly cireumstances and  enjoyed  pupular support, they

were efficient wnd effective.

weline Van Voris, Constance de Mer

icoiez in the Ceuse of Irelund,
Aynleerst, Mass, 1967,
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Seon ofterwsid, the S '?uf(-)'m ted the following letter fiom Capt.
Y7 addressed to Capt. X, War (3ffice, Whitchall, England:

&

Deur X,
Heve duly veported and foond things i a {oaaful mess, Dot think will
be sble to 1«~'1(> a z'wd show. Have been given a fice Lend to carry on and

evmyene has heep ¢

g re our ‘nf*m stunt, T osce no prospect until T have
got things cn a f:.:: wr bads, Lbut st hepe end Ialicve there nre possi-

s
hitities . L F

ihe 'H“ }mwi» dly ;r-f-umfed a typeaniler expert, who detennined
J.x( (hO typeface of the Captain Y7 Jetter m: w(}\(,d that of the death
to Mic le\] Cotli

ns. Cayptain Y7 wns thereflore
Tirded tu the Criro Group and thareafier was the objoct of special

fnvestigation, In the eod, by intorcepting correspondence, exasmin-

ing contents of wastebaskets, tracing loundey markings, doplicatiog
hotel room keys, ,md siinilar efforts, all snciabers of the Cairo Gioup
W u?uw{“(*d and placed wider swrveillance.

Defore =01 this had been accanplished, however, the Caiio Group
had bLegun to close in. Ty 1S senior officers, frank Thormton,
one of the Twelve Apostles und the yman yesponsib ]c for maintsining
the curveillance of the Caivo © roup, Tiam Teohin, the senior offcer
in charge of the TIS "Diafa Center)” and Tor Cullen, his assistant,
wore apested, Unable to lyeak the cover stories of Thornton,
Tebin, ond Cullen, the Dhithh fntercogators icleased them. Tobin
and Collen were detained culy a few hours. Thornton, however,
underwent a groelling intenrogation for ten days.

These arrests understandably alarmed the JIS. Shostl ¥ after Thorn-
ton’s release, Collins received information that the Csiro Group was
planning more arrests. Fearful that additional interrogations would
be suceessful and reveal 1S persom“:cl and installstions, Collins
met with his stafl and formudaied the plans for “Bloody Sunday.”

On 17 November Collins ;(‘.d wiitlen to Dick McKee, Com-
roander of the Dublin Brigsde:

Dick . .. bave sstablished addiecses of the particulsr ones. Avrangements
should now be made ahout the matter. Lt Gl s avware of L-lmgs\ He sugyested
the 2Z1st. A most suitable date sud day T think., "M7*®

Farly Sureday moming, Movesber 21, 1920, while wost of Dublin
slept, eight groups of 1IS officers including the Twelve Apostles
wert inito action. They exceuted eleven Rudtish inteBigence offi-

T Pisras Beaslal, Michael Coll Im, Soldier and Statesman, Dubling, 1937,
P Rex Taylor, Micheel Colling, Lindon, 1958,
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cers. As many more anavked for eatineion escaped. MeMabon ind
Melean were mivong those cxected., Of the Ir adars of the Cairo
Cre, only Peel cooaped. Most of the others who escoy»d had
rot been divcet participants in the Bitish plan.

'!‘}JL’, F‘.,-’}fck]’] 3',‘('?1&& i() 3 (’n’\:'})/ ,‘,n\% y VIS 'P"(L (

ads of
el to Croke ] mk Dub-
(O OO d had ,.\\t(m»Ld ta walch a fooll

- . .0
Aasiliazies ® were slinosdt fomediately dispated

!'.1 irgr’r’_; e oa ]

]l g:;me.

cuints of v hat followed are conflicting, but one of the ynost widely
}\'l‘iii]i«‘fd slafe d that the Auxiliaries foed Suto the crowd, Killing four-
teen ard ‘»‘vG‘m'-f’sf‘._}g seany others. De ~p‘ o the confasion, Pick McKee
and Peadar Clincy, who both Lad | articipated jn the liguidetion
of Bloody Sunday, slong \f;ith AN ANLO0 u;t visitor to Dublin were
arrested wnd taken to Dubl n Castle, wherve shiorlly thereafter they
were execeuted.

Pleody Sunday rewnring a day of infany in British history: and
t’f»c day after yemains cqually infisnous in Trish histery, But once the
olence of the two days is dismissed, it scoms oJear that the British
1.\7-7(:1 to destroy the Trish service failed. By acting fist the IS had
dedivered the coup de ain to the British intelligence network in
Puablin,

Cothal Brugha, then Jrish minister of deforse and chief of siaff,
later asscsved thc oulcome as follows, in words which were perhaps

applicable to the conflict betwern the intellig

CrICe services:

“We pioved for all time that no nation however great, can either govern or

destroy a Litide country if the will of the Tittle country be set. We proved it by
“T'be 1:.\1&1} le Army. 7
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