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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP

C.I1.G. DIRECTIVE 1 I

SURVEY OF COVERAGE OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
IN THE UNITED STATES

Memorandum by the Directour of Central Intelligence, with the
unanimous concurrence of the Intelligence Advisory Board

1. By memorandum of 20 February 1946, Mr. McCormack (3pecial
Assistant to the Secretary of State in charge of Research and
Intelligence)* suggested that the Director of Central Intellu-
gence take under advisement thie matter of determining what
coverage of the Foreign Language Press in the United Statos is
degirable for intelligence purposes and how the coverdgo should
be obtained, This matter falls logically under the provisions
of paragraph 4 b, N,I,A, Directive No. 2. The following para-

graphs outline the provisions which will govern this surve).

2, The survey will include an examination of all facilit.cs
for covering the Foreign Language Press in the United Statos
in order to aetermine:

g. The extent of coverage by existing facilitiles;

b. The-adequacy of the exlsting coverage;

€. The extent of duplication of effort in the current
coverago;

ga. The avallability of trained, competent personnel;

©. The suitability of the present material produccd

by existlng facilities;

f. The sultability of present dissemination of materilal

processed by existing facllities,
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3: The survey will include, finaclly, an examination of the
queatibn as. to whether the desired end willl be served beltor
1Y the effort be distributed, or 1if it be centralized; and il
centralized, what agency cf the Government should be cherged

with 1t.

4, The Central Planning Staff, C.I,d.,, will conduct the sur-
vey, It willl be authorized to call for personnel indicated in
paragraph 5, below, to =ppeer and give such oral or written

reports as may be required for purposes of this survey,

5. Each member of the Intelligencc Advisory Board will
designate a répresentative to arrange deteils with the Infor-
motion Branch, Central Planning Staff, and to furnish the
C.I.G., @ list of personnel authorized to give information for
purposes of the survey, The designation of appropriste contact
persounel in other Federal agencies will be arranged for as

necessary.,

6. The Centfal Planning Staff will submit its findings,
conclusions, eand recommendations to the Director of Central
Intelligence, He will then submit approprlate recommendations
to the National Intelligence Authority, after concurrence or

comment‘by the Intelligence Advisory Board,
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ENCLOS3SURE

DEPARUMENT OF SUATE
WASHINGYON

February 20, 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL SOUERS

SUBJECT: Intelligence from Foreign Language Press in the
United States.

1. There are more than 1,000 forelgn language newspapers
and magoazines in the Unlted States, They serve a large minority
of the population, since according to the 1940 census there
were then 11,500,000 persons of foreign birth and some
23,000,000 of forelgn parentage in this country, and 22,000,000
nersons reported some longuage other than English as their
mother tongue.

2. The foreign language papers 1in this country are anh im-
portant source ol both foreign and dumestic intelligence,
They recelve informetion from correspondents abroad ard by mnsil
from individuals abrosd, and from foreign personalities who
come to this country, They frequently carry information not
availeble in the English language press, They are particular-
ly a source of information about personalities and politicel
movements Iln forelgn countries in advance of the time when such
policiecs and movements attract enough attention to get into the
English language press or into other usual sources of infor-
mation,

3. The foreign language papers reflect political attitudes
and controversies in forelign countries, especiclly the atti-
tudés of opposition groups, who sometimes have their principal
base and theilr principal medium of expression in the United

| States,

I, Attitudes of foreign language groups in the United Stntes
hove to be taken into account in the .conduct of forelgn re-

! lations, 1n that powerful minorities in the United States c¢can
influence public opinion and thereby limit the freedom of the
government in dealing with foreign problems. Foreign issues
are sometimes matters of violent agitation in this country,

08 witness the steady stream cf pro-Soviet and anti-Soviet
propaganda that 1s carried on by Polish, Lithuanien, Slovakien,

"Rumanien, Hungarian, Croatien and Serb newspapers in this
country.,

- 5. In the conduct of our information program for foreign
countries, 1t is importent to know the issues that are being
debated in the corresponding foreign language press in this
country.

6. Just prior to and during the war various government
: agencies concerned themselves with the foreign language press,
: The Department of Justice had a unit which read the publica-
1 tions from primarily the security standpoint. The counter-
o intelligence units of the Armed Forces did something along the
(‘u same line, But the o>nly attempt et comprehensive coverage
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- (not, however, including Asistic language papers) was the work

‘press be resumed, The Coordinating Committee of the Department

" point of domestic intelligence, and they and the State Depart-
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of' the Foreign Wationalities Bronch of 083, which began in 1941,
In addition to reading and reporting upon the European forcign
languuge papers of Buropean and Neor East nationallty groups

in this country, it elso maintained contact with foreign
individuals in the Unilted Stutes and with the leaders of foreign
nationality groups and movements here,

7. The annual budget of the Foreign Nationellties Branch,

which wos located in New York City, ran from $250,000 to

$300,000, of which $1,000 per month was paid to the Overseas
News Agency for a reading and translating service, By the
fall of 1945, when the Foreign Nationalitles Branch passed
into the Interim Research end Intelligence Service in the State
Department, most of the actual reading of the foreign language
papers was done by Overseas News Agency, and the staff of the
Bronch spent its time writing reports based upon those readings
and keeping in touch with foreign language personalities.

8, shortly after the Interim Research and Intelligence
Service was set up, the Foreign Nationalities Branch hsd to
be liquidated for lack of funds,

9. A number of people in various Departments of the Govern- .
ment, as well as some private individuals, have elther written
or come to see me, urging that coverage of the foreign language

of State has been studying the problem recently, from the angle
of the 0ffice of International and Cultural Affairs, which
conducts the short-wave broadcasting to foreign countries, The
Army and Navy have an interest in this meoter from the stand-

ment are interested In it os a source of foreign intelligence. -

10, It is believed that the matter deserves the ettention of
the National Intelligence Authority, and 1t is therefore sug-
gested that the  Director of Central Intelligence take the -
matter under advisement with a view to recommending~
. a, What coverage of the forelgn language press in the

" United States it is desirable to maintain for intellligence

© purposes?

b, By what means can such coverage best be obtained?
and” _
¢. What agency or agencies can beat do the job, and, if
- ‘more than one agency can participate, how should the work
"be divided between them?

[\

. S A4 -
' o - Alfred McCormack . . .

: ' o ~  Specilal Assistant .- .
to the.Secretary:

oc: General Vandenberg o e e
Admiral ‘Inglis ; cy L
., General McDonald ' - L e T -
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP

25X1A C.I.G. DIREOTIVE! |

SURVEY OF COVERAGE OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
IN THE UNITED STATES

Memoranddm by the Director of Central Intelligence, with the
unanimous concurrence of the Intelligence Advisory Board

1. By memorandum of .20 February 194€, Mr. McCormack (Specal
Assistant to the Secretary of State in charge of Research and
Intelligence)* suggested that the Director of Central Intellu-
gence taeke under advisement the matter of determining what
coverage of the Foreign Language Press in the United States is
decsirablo for intelligeace purposes and how the coverage should
be obtained, This matter falls loglcally under thé provisions
of paragraph 4 b, N,I.A, Directive No. 2. The following para-

graphs outline the provisions which ﬁill.govern this surve;y.

2, The survey will include an‘examiﬁation of all facilit:rcs
for covering the Foreign Language Press in the Unlted Statcs
In order to determlne:

a. The extent of coverage by existing facilities;

b. The adequacy of the exlsting coverage;
¢, The extent of duplication of effort in the currcnt
coverage; |

d. The avgilability of trained, competent personnel;

e. The sultability of the present material produccd
by existing facilitiesg |

f. The sultabllity of present dissemination of material

processed by existing facllitles.,
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3. The survey will include, finnlly, an examination of thc
questién as to whether the desired end will be served better
if the effort be distributed, or I1f it be centralized; and ifl
centralized, what agency of the Government should be charped

with 1t,

4, The Central Plannlng Staff, C,I.d,, will conduct the sur-

- vey., It will be authorized to call for personnel indicated in

paragraph 5, below, to sppear and give such oral or written

reports as may be required for purposes of this survey,

5. Bach member of the Intelligencc Advisory Board will
designate a representative to arrange detolls with the Inlfor-
mation Branch, Central Planning Staff, and to furnish the
C.I.G. a list of personnel authorized to give information for
purposes of the survey. The designation of epproprilzte contact
personnel in other Federal agencies will be arranged for as

necessary.

r

5. The Centfal Plénning Staff will submit its findingé,
conclusions, gnd recommendations to the Director of Cehtral
Intelligence, He will then submit appropriate récommend&tions
to the National Intelligence'Authority, after concurrence or

comment by the Intelligence Advisory Board,

‘

RESTRICTED -
CIG Directive

0
'

Approved For Release 2002/11/20 : CIA-RDP81-007‘28R000100060010-7‘ i
/ N A‘

Sl LA A SIS e W o e R s B0



STATINTL

RESTRICTED
Approved For Release 2002/11/20 : CIA-RDP81-00728R000100060010-7

ENCLGSURE

DEPARLMENT OF ST ALE
WASHINGYON

Februery 20, 1wk

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL SOUERS

SUBJECYT: Intelligence from Foreign Language Press in the
United States,

1. There are more than 1,000 foreign langucge NeWwsNIDErs
and magazines in the Unlted States. They serve a lerpge wmlnority
of the population, since according to the 1940 census there
were then 11,500,000 persons of foreign birth and some
23,000,000 of foreign parentage in this country, and 22,000,000
mersons reported some longusge other than English as their
mother tongue,

2, The forelgn language papers in this country are an im-
portant source of' both forelgn and dumestic intelligence.
They receive Information from correspondents abrosd and by wcil
from individuals abroud, end from foreign personanlities who
come to this country. They frequently carry informstlon not
available in the English languege press, They are particular-
ly a source of information about personalities and political
movements 1n foreign countries in advance of the time when such
policles and movements attract enough attention to get into the
English language press or into other usual sources of infor-
mation.

3. The foreign language papers reflect political attitudes
and controversies in foreign countries, especlolly the atti-
tudes of opposition groups, who sometimes have their principal
base and their principal medium of expression in the United
States, _

4, Attitudes of foreign language groups in the United States
hove to be taken into account in the conduct of foreign re-
lations, in that powerful minorities in the United States czn
influence public opinion and thereby limit the freedom of the
government in dealing with foreign problems, Foreign issues
are sometimes matters of violent agitation in this country,
as witness the steady stream of pro-Soviet and anti-3oviet
propaganda that is carried on by Polish, Lithuanian, Slovekizn,
Rumanien, Hungarian, Croatlen and Serb newspapers in this
country, : .

5. In the conduct of our information program for foreign
countries, it is important to know the issues that are being
debated in the corresponding foreign language press in this
country,

6. Just prior to and during the war various government
egencies concerned themselves with the forelgn language press,
The Department of Justice had a unit which read the publica-
tions from primerily the security standpoint. The counter-
intelligence units of the Armed Forces did something along the
same line. But the only attempt ot comprehensive coverage

. CIG Directive -3 - Enclosure
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(not, however, including Asiatic lengusge papers) was the work
o the Forelgn Watlonalities Bronch of 083, which bejgen in 1941,
In cddition to reading and reporting upon the Europeon forcign
longuege papevrs of European and Near Erst nitionnlility grouos

in this country, it ¢lso mcintuined contact with foreipgn
individuals in the United States ond with the leaders of f'orecign
notionallity groups and movements hare,

7. The cnnual budget of the Foreign Netlonalities Branch,
vhich was loceted in New York City, ron from $250,000 to
$300,000, of which $1,000 per month wns paid to the Overseou
News AgencK for a reoding and translating service. By the
£all of 194%, when the Forelgn Nationalitics Bronch pissed
into the Interim Research and Intelligence Service in the Stnte
Department, most of the actual reading of the foreign langunge
papers was done by Overseas News Agency, and the staff or the
Bronch spent its time writing reports based upon those r¢a:dings
"nd keeping in touch with foreign language personalities.

%. Shortly after the Interim Research =and Intelligence
Service was set up, the Foreign Netionalities Branch hrd to
be liquideted for lack of funds,

9. A nuumber of neople in various Departments of the Govern-
ment, as well as some private individuals, have elther written
or comc¢ to see me, urging that coverage of the foreign longulge
press be resumed. The Coordinating Committee of the Dewnariment
of State hes been studying the problem recently, from the ungle
of the 0ffice of International end Cultural Affairs, which
conducts the short-wove brosdcasting to Foreign countries, The
brmy ond Navy have on interest in this matter from the stond-
point of domestic intelligence, and they and the State Derart-
ment are interested in it 0s a source of foreign intelligence,

10, It is believed that the motter desecrves the attention of
the Netional Intelligence Authority, and it is therefore sug-
gested that the Director of Central Intelligence take the
matter under advisement with a view to recommending:

a. What covercge of the foreign languoge press in the
United States it 1s desirable to maintain for intellijence
PUrposes?

b. By what means can such coverage best bc obtaincd?
and

¢c. What agency or agencies can best do the job, and, if
more than one sagency can participate, how should the work
be divided between them?

/s/
Alfred McCormack
Special Assistant
to the Sccretary

ce: General Vandenberg
Admiral Inglis
General McDonald

CIG Directive o -4 - ' Enclosure
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28 March 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Amory Bradford, State
Capt. Eric Waldman, G-2
Capt. A. C, J. Sabalot, ONI
Lt. Col. George D. Garrett, Jr., A-R

SUBJECT ¢ Survey of Coverage of the Foreign
Language Press in the United States

ENCLOSURE: C.1.G. Directive[ |- RESTRICTED

1. The Central Plamning Staff, C.I.C., has been charged with
the conduct of the survey directed in the enclosure.

2. Addressees of this memorandum have been designated by their
regpective chiefs of departmental intelligence to agsist the Central
Planning Staff as set forth in paragraph 5 of the enclosure.

3. A representative of the Central Planning Staff will shortly
establish contect with addressees in this connection.

JAMES S, LAY, JR.
Secretary, N.I.A.

Information copies:
Nr. McCormack
Gen. Vandenberg
Adm. Inglis
Gen. McDonald
Acting Chief, CPS

RESTR]ICTED
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP

25X1A
' C.I.G., DIRECTIVE ] |

SURVEY OF COVERAGE OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
IN THE UNITED STATES

Memorandum by the Director of Central Intelligence, with the
unanimous concurrence of the Intelligence Advisory Board

1. By memorandum of 20 February 1946, Mr. McCormack (Special
Assistant to the Secretary of State in charge of Research and
Intelligence)¥ suggested that the Director of Central Intelli-
gence take under advisement the matter of' determining what
coverage of the Foreign Language Press in the United Statcs is
decgirable for intelligence purposes and how the coverage should
be obtalned, This matter falls logically under the provisions
of paragraph 4 b, N.I.A, Directive No, 2. The following para-

graphs outline the provisions which will govern this survey.

2. The survey will include an examination of all facilitics
for covering the Foreign Language Press in the United Statcs
in order to determine:

8. The extent of coverage by existing facilities;
E. The adequacy of the existing coverage;
£. The extent of duplication of effort in the current
- coverage;
4. The availability of trained, competent personnel;
. The suitability of the present material produced
.by existing facilities;
L. The sultability of present dissemination of material

25X1A
. processed by existing facilities.

* See Enclosure
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3. The survey will include, finally, on examination of the
questién n8 to whether the dosired und will be served better
1f the effort be distributed, or if it be centralized; and if
centralized, what agency of the Government should be cherged

with 1t,

4, The Central Planning Staff, C.I.G., will conduct the sur-
vey., It will be authorized to call for personnel indicated in
paragraph 5, below, to 2ppeer and give such oral or written

reports as may be required for purposes of this survey,

5. Each member of the Intelligencc Advisory Board will
designate a representative to arrange detoils with the Infor-
mation Branch, Central Planning 3taff, and to furnish the
C.I.G, a list of personnel authorized to give information for
purposes of the survey. The designation of appropriste contact
personnel in other Federal agencies will be arranged for as

necessary,

6. The Centfel Planning Staff will submit its findings,
conclusions, and recommendutions to the Director of Central
Intelligence, He will then submit appropriate recommendations
to the National Intelligence Authority, after concurrénce or

comment by the Intelligence Advisory Board,

RESTRICTED -2 -
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DEPARUMENT OF S1ATT
WASHINGTON

February 20, 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL SOUERS

SUBJECY: Intelligence from Foreign Language Press in the
United States,

1, There are more than 1,000 forelgn language newspapers
and magazines 1n the United States, They serve a large minority
of the populetion, slnce according to the 1940 census there
were then 11,500,000 persons of foreilgn birth and some
23,000,000 of foreign parentage in this country, and 22,000,000
nersons reported some longuage other than English as thcir
riotlhier tongue,

2. The foreign language papers in this country are an im-
portant source of both foreign and demestic intelligence,
They receive information from correspondents abroad and by mcil
from individuals abroud, and from foreign personalities who
come to this country. They frequently carry information not
avalleble iIn the English languege press, They are particular-
ly a source of informatlon about personalities and political
movements in forelgn countries in advance of the time when such
policies and movements attract enough attention to get into the
English language press or into other usual sources of infor-
mation,

3. The foreign language papers reflect political attitudes
and controversies in foreign countries, especiclly the atti-
tudes of opposition groups, who sometimes have thelr principal
hase and their principal medium of expression in the United
States,

4, Attitudes of foreign language groups in the United States
have to be taken into account in the conduct of foreign re-
lations, in that powerful minorities in the United States can
influence public opinion and thereby limit the freedom of the
government in dealing with forelign problems, Forelgn issues
are* sometimes matters of violent agitatlon in this country,
as witness the steady stream of pro-Soviet and anti-Soviet
propaganda that is carried on by Polish, Lithuanian, Slovakizn,
Rumanien, Hungarian, Croatian and Serb newspapers in this
country.

5. In the conduct of our information program for foreign
countries, 1t is important to know the issues that are being
debated in the corresponding foreign language press in this
country,

6, Just prior to and during the war various government
agencies concerned themselves with the forelgn language press,
The Department of Justice had a unit which read the publica-
tions from primerily the security standpoint, The counter-
intelligence units of the Armed Forces did something along the
same line, But the only attempt at comprehensive coverage

- R000100060Q01
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(not, however, including Asiatic lenguage papers) was the work
o' the Foreign Nationalities Bronch of 083, which begen in 1941,
In addition to reading ond reporting upon the European forcign
longuage papers of Furopean and Near East nationallty grouns

in this country, it also mointained contact with foreign
individuals in the Unlted States and with the leaders of foreign
nationality groups and movements here,

7. The annual budget of the Forelgnh Nationalities Branch,
which was located in New York City, ren from $250,000 to
$300,000, of which $1,000 per month was paid to the Oversets
News Agency for a reading and translating service, By the
fall of 1945, when the Forelgn Nationalitilcs Branch passed
into the Interim Research and Intelligente Service in the State
Department, most of the actual reading of the foreign language
papers was done by Overseas News Agency, and the staff of the
Branch spent its time writing reports based upon those rcidings
and keeping in touch with foreign language personalities,

8, Shortly after the Interim Research and Intelligence
Service was set up, the Forelgn Nationalities Branch hzd to
be liquidated for lack of funds,

3. A number of people in various Departments of the Govern-
ment, as well as some private individuals, have either written
or comc to see me, urging that coverage of the forelgn longuage
press be resumed, The Coordinating Committee of the Denartment
of State has ‘been studying the problem recently, from the ungle
of the Office ol International and Cultural Affairs, which
conducts the short-wave broadcasting to foreign countries. The
Army and Navy have an interest in this matter from the stand-
point of domestic intelligence, and they and the State Denart-
ment are interested in it os a source of foreign intelligence,

10, It is believed that the matter deserves the attention of,
the National Intelligence Authority, and it is therefore sug-
gested that the Director of Central Intelllgence take the
matter under advisement with a view to recomnending:

a, What coverage of the foreign language press in the
United States it is desirable to maintain for intelligence
purposes®?

b. By what means can such coverage best be obtained?
and

c¢. What agency or agencies can best do the job, and, if
more than one agency can participate, how should the work
be dlvided between them?

/s/
Alfred McCormack
Specilal Assistant
to the Sccretary

cc: General Vandenberg
Admlral Inglis
General McDonald

STATINTL CIG .Diréctive - L - v Enclosure
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SURVEY OF COVERAGE OF' THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
IN WHE UNITED STATES

Memorandum by the Director of Central Intelligence, with the
ynanimous Zoncurrence of the Intelligence Advisory Board

1, By memorandum of 20 February 1946, Mr, McCormeck (Special
Assistant to the Secretary of State in charge of Research and
Intelligence;*;uggested thet the Director of Central Intelli-
gence teke under advisement the matter of determining what
coverage of the Foreign Language Proess in the United States is
desirable for intelligence purposes and how the coverage should
be obtained, This matter falls logically under the'provisions
of Paragraph u-g, N.I.,A. Directive No, 2, The followlng para-

graphs outline the provisions which will govern this survey.

2, The survey will include an examination of all facilities
for covering the Foreign Language Press in the United States
in order to determine:

8. The extent of coverage by existing facillties;

b. The adequacy of the existing coverage;
:25X1A ¢. The extent of duplication of effort in the current
’ ' coverage;

d. The availabiiity of trained, competent personncl;
% €. The suitabllity of the present material produced
| by existing facilities;
. £. The sultability of present disseminstion of material

processed by existing facilities,

oW Sea Emtos.:uu. .
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3. The survey will include, finally, an examination of the
questibn 48 to whether the desired und will be served better
1 the effort be distributed, or if it be centralized; and if

centralized, what agency of the Government should be charged

with it.

4, The Central Planning Staff, C.I.G., will conduct the sur-
vey. It will be authorized to call for personnel indicated in
paragraph 5, below, to =2ppesr and give such oral or written

reports as may be required for purposes of this survey,

5. E&ech member of the Intelligence Advisory Board will
designate a representative to arrange detoils with the Infor-
mation Bronch, Central Planning Staff, and to furnish the
C.I.G. a list of personnel authorized to gilve information for
purposes of the survey, The designation of appropriste contact
personnei in other Federal agenciles wlll be arranged for as

necessary,

6. The Central Planning Staff will subamit its findings,

conclusions, and recommendations to the Director of Central

Intelligence. 'He will then submit appropriate recommendations
ﬁ : to the National Intelligence Authority, after concurrence or

comment by the Intelligence Advisory Board.
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ENCLOSURE ‘""

DEPARYMENT OF SLATE
WASHINGTON

February 20, 1luy46

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL SOUERS

SUBJECY: Intelligence from Forelgn Language Press in the
United States,

1, There are more thon 1,000 foreign language newspapers
and magazines 1ln the United Ststes, They serve a lsrge minority
of the population, since according to the 1940 census there
were then 11,500,000 persons of foreign birth and some
23,000,000 of foreign parentage in this country, and 22,000,000
nersons reported some languasge other than English as their
mother tongue,

2., The foreign language papers in this country are an im-
portant source of both foreign and duemestic intelligence,
They recelve information from correspondents abrosd and by miil
from individuals abroazd, and from foreign personalities who
come to this country. They frequently carry information not
availeble in the English language press, They are particular-
ly a source of information about personalities and political
movements in foreign countries in advance of the time when such
policies and movements attract enough attention to get into the
English language press or into other usual sources -of infor-
mation, :

3. The foreign language papers reflect political attitudes
and controversies in foreign countries, especiclly the atti-
tudes of .opposition groups, who sometimes have their principal
base and their principal medium of expression in the United
States,

4, Attitudes of foreign language groups in the United Stotes
have to be taken into account in the conduct of foreign re-
lations, in that powerful minorities in the United States cen
influence public opinion and thereby limit the freedom of the
government in dealing with foreign problems, Foreign issues
are sometimes matters of violent. agitation in this country,
0s witness the steady stream of pro-Soviet and anti-Soviet
propaganda that is carried on by Polish, Lithuaniasn, Slovakien,-
Rumanien, Hungarian, Croatian and Serb newspapers in this
country. ' .

5. In the conduct of our information progrem for foreign
countries, it is importent to know the issues that are being
debated in the corresponding foreign language press in this
country, .

6. Just prior to and during the war various government
agencles concerned themselves with the forelgn language press,
The Depsrtment of Justice had a unit which read the publica-
tions from primerily the security standpoint, The counter-
intelligence units of the Armed Forces did something along the
same line. But the >nly attempt at comprehensive coverage

{ Approved F 2002/11/20 : CIA-RDP81-00728R000100060010-7
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(not, however, including Asiatic language papers) was the work
o' the Forelgn Natlonalitles Bronch of 083, which began in 1941,
In addition to reading 2nd reporting upon the EBuropean forcign
languuge papers of Buropean and Near East nationallty groups

in this country, it clso mointained contact with foreign
individuals in the United States and with the leaders of foreign
nationality groups and movements here,

7. The onnual budget of the Forelgn Natlonalities Branch,
which wos located in New York City, ran from $250,000 to
%$300,000, of which $1,000 per month vas paid to the Oversees
News Agency for a reading and translating service. By the
fall of 1945, when the Foreign Nationalities Branch passed
into the Interim Research and Intelligence Scervice in the 3tate
Department, most of the actuel reading of the foreign language
papers was done by Overseas News Agency, and the staff of the
Branch spent 1its time writing reports based upon those rc:adings
tnd keeping in touch with foreign language personalities,

R

B, Shortly after the Interim Research and Intelligence
Service was set up, the Foreign Nationalitles Branch had to
be liquidated for lack of funds,

9. A number of people in various Departments of the Govern--
ment, as well as some private 1ndividuals, have either written
or come to see me, urging that coverage of the forelgn languoge
nress be resumed, The Coordinating Committee of the Department
of' State has been studying the problem recently, from the angle
of the 0ffice of International and Cultural Affairs, which
conducts the short-wave broadcasting to loreign countries. The
Army and Navy have an interest in this matter from the stend-
point of domestic intelligence, and they and the State Denart-
ment are interested in it cs a source of foreign intelligence,

10, It is believed that the matter deserves the attention of
the National Intelligence Authority, and it is therefore sug-
gested that the Director of Central Intelligence take the
matter under advisement with a view to recomnending:

a, what coverage of the foreign language press 1in the
United States it is desirable to maintain for intelligecnce
purposes?

b. By what means can such coverage best be obtained?
and
¢. What agency or agencies can best do the job, and, if

more than one agency can participate, how should the work
be divided between them?

/s/
Alfred McCormack
, Special Assistant
/ to the Socretary

cc: General Vandenberg

Admiral Inglis
General McDonald

i
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28 February 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McCORMACK

SUBJECT: Intelligence from Forelgn Language
Press in the United States.

Your memorandum of 20 February, above subject,
has been received and referred to the Central Planning
Steff for necessary action. I uagree with you that C.I.G.
should take the matter under advisement. A survey of the
subjJect will be initlated in the near futurs.

/

SIDNEY W. SOUERS
Director
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP’
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR
WASHINGTON, D. C.

27 February 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR SECRETARY, N.TI.A.

SUBJIECT: Tntelligence from Foreign Language Press in the United States

1. The Planning Staff has retained a copy of inclosed memorandun for

file. The problem presented is not urgent. The Planning Staff will

initiate a survey as soon ¢ *he Information Branch is sufficlently
(organized to undertake it.

2. Recomnend a memorandwn ol acknowledgmenmu be prepared for Admiral
Souer's sipgnature, reading subsiantlally as follows:

"Your memorandum of 20 February, above subject, has been re-
celved and referred to the Central Planning Staff for necessary
action. T agree with you that C.I.G. should take the matter
under advisement., A survey of the subject will be initiated in
the near future.”

STATINTL

Captai;k/rySN
Acting Chief, Central Planning Staff

Enclosure:

Memo from Mr. McCormack,
State Dept., to Admiral
Sours -~ Subject: Intelli-
gence from Foreign Language
Press in the United States
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WASHINGTON
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" VEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL SOUERS

SUBJECT: Intelligence from Foreign Language Press in the
United Statese

le There are more than 1,000 foreign language newspapers and
magazines in the United States. They serve a large minority of the
population, since according to the 1940 census there were then
11,500,000 persons of foreign birth and some 23,000,000 of foreign
parentage in this country, and 22,000,000 persons reported s me
language other than English as their mother tongue.

2+ The foreign language papers in this country are an important
source of both foreign and domestic intelligence. They receive
information from correspondents abroad and by mail from individuals
abroad, and from forelgn versonalities who come to this country..
They frequently carry inf'ormation not available in the English
langnage presse They are particularly a source of information about
personalities and political movements in foreign countries in ad-
vance of the time when such policies and movements attract enough
attention to get into the English language press or into other
usual sources of information.

3. The foreign language papers reflect politicel attitudes and
controversies in foreign countries, especially the attitudes of opposi-
tion groups, who sometimes have their principal base and their
principal medivm of expression in the United States.

e Attitudes of foreign language groups in the United States
have to be taken into account in the conduct of foreign relations, in
that powerful minorities in the United States can influence public
opinion and thereby limit the freedom of the government in dealing
with foreign problems. Foreign issues are sometimes matters of
violent agitation in this country, as witness the steady stream of
pro-Soviet and anti-Soviet propaganda that is carried on by Polish,
Lithuanian, Slovakian, fumanian, Hungarian, Croatian and Serb news-
papers in this country.

~ & . E e fusanny n"
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5e In the conduct of our information program for foreign
countries, it is important to know the issues that are being debated
in the corresponding foreign language press in thls country.

6. Just prior to and during the war various government agencies
concerned themselvas with the foreign language press. The Department
of Justice had a unit which read the publications from primarily the
gsecurity standpoint. The counter-intelligence units of the Armed
Forces did samething along the same linea But the only attempt at
comprehensive coverage (not, however, including Asiatic language papers)
was the work of the Foreign Natlonalities Branch of 0SS, which began
in 1941« In addition to reading end reporting upon the European foreign
language papers of European and Near East nationality groups in this
country, it also maintained contact with foreign individuals in the
United States and with the leaders of foreign natlonalilty groups and
movements heree

7« The annual budget of the Foreign Nationalities Branch, which
was located in New York City, ran from $250,000 to $300,000, of which
$1,000 per month was paid to the Overseas News Agency for a reading
and translating service. By the fall of 1945, when the Foreign Nation-
alities Branch passed into the Interim lesearch and Intelligence Service
in the State Department, most of the actual reading of the foreign
lenguage papers was done by Overseas News Agency, and the staff of the
Branch spent its time writing reports based upon those readings and
keeping in touch with forelgn language personalitles.

8+ 8hortly after the Interim Research and Intelligence Service
was set up, the Foreign Nationalities Branch hed to be liquidated for
lack of funds.

9., A number of people in various Departments of the Government,
as well as some private individuals, have either written or come to
see me, urging that coverage of the foreign language press be resumeds
The Coordinating Committee of the Department of State has been studying
the problem recently, from the angle of the Office of International and
Cultural Affairs, which conducts the short-wave broadcasting to foreign
countriese The Army and Navy have an interest in this matter from the
stendpoint of domestic intelligence, and they and the State Department
are interested in it as a source of foreign intelligence.

10, It is believed that the matter deserves the attention of the
National Intelligence Authority, and it is therefore suggested that

e g o

" T 'h(-. "
= oMe f.rrwea o

-

Approved For Release 2002/11/20 : CIA-RDP81-00728R000100060010-7
RESTRIGTED it

@ TR TR L e I b e e T 1

R B I e e iR e DN N Lokt s e O b B e



RESTRICTED
Approved For Release 2002/11/20 : CIA-RDP81-00728R000100060010-7

the Director of Central Intelligence take the mattor under advisement
with a view to recommending:

as What coverage of the foreign language press in
the United States it is desireble to maintain for intelli-
gence purposes?

be By what means can such coverage best be obtained?
and

ce. What agency or agencies can best do the job, and,
if more than one agency can participate, how whould the

work be divided between them?

Alfred McCormack
Special Assistant
to the Secretary

. cc: General Vandenberg
. . Admirel Inglis
1 General McDonald

L 29 “
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP

C.I1.G, DIRECTIVE

25X1A

SURVEY OF COVERAGE OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGE PRESS
IN THE UNITED STATES

Memorendum by the Director of Central Intelligence, with the
unanimous concurrence of the Intelligence Advisory Board

1. By memorandum of 20 February 1946, Mr. McCormack (Special
Assistant to the Secretary of State in charge of Research and
Intelligence)* suggested that the Director of Central Intelli-
gence take undor advisement the matter of determining what
coverage of the Foreign Language Press in the United Statcs is
dosirablo for intelligence purposes and how the coveragec should
be obtained, This matter falls logiéally under the provislons

o' paragraph 4 b, N,I,A, Directive NQL—?' The following para-

graphs outline the provislons which will govern this survey.

2. The survey will include an examination of all facilitics
for covering the Foreign Language Press in the United Statocs

in order to determines

a. The extent of coverage by existing facilities;

lo’

. The adequacy of the existing coverage;
C. The extent of duplication of effort in the current
coverage;
:g.‘The avallabllity of trained, competent peréonnel;
é5X1A e. The sultability of the present material producod
i by existing facilitles;
L. The sultabllity of present dissemination of material
processed by existing facilities,

/

P " % See Enclosure
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3. The survey will include, finally, an examination of the
questibn ns to whether the deslred end will be served better
1f the effort be distributed, or if it be centralized; and if
centralized, what agency of the Government should be charged

with 1t,

4. The Central Planning Staff, C.I.G., will conduct the sur-
” vey. It will be euthorized to call for personnel indicated in
paragraph 5, below, to 2ppecr and give such oral or written

reports as may be required for purposes of this survey,

5. Each member of the Intelligence Advisory Board will
designate a representatlve to arrange details with the Infor-
mation Branch, Central Planning Staff, and to furnish the
C.I.G, o list of personnel authorized to give information for
purposes of the survey, The designation of appropriate contact
personnel in other Federal agenciles will be arranged for as

necessary,

6. The Centrzl Planning Staff will submit its findings,

conclusions, and recommendations to the Director of Central

Intelligence. He will then submit appropriate recommendations
to the Nationasl Intelligence Authority, after concurrence or

comment by the Intelligence Advisory Board.
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ENCLGSURE

DEPARLMENT OF SYALE
WASHINGION

February 20, 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL SOUERS

SUBJECT: Intelligence from Forelgn Language Press in the
United States,

1, There are more thaon 1,000 foreign language newspapers
and magazines in the United States They serve a large minority
of the populat’- ., 11nce accordinb to the 1940 census there
were then 11,500,." ' persons of foreign birth and some
23,000,000 of foreign parentage in this country, and 22,000,000
wersons reported some longuage other than English as thoir
mother tongue,

2, The foreign language popers in this country are an im-
portant source of both foreign and dumestic intelligence.
They receive informetion from correspondents abroad and by mcil
from individuals abroud, and from foreign personalities who
come to this country, They frequently carry information not
available in the English language press. They are particular-
ly & source of information about personalities and political
movements in foreign countriles 1n advance of the time when such
policies and movements attract enough attention to get into the
English language press or into other ususl sources of infor-
mation,

3. The foreign language papers reflect political attitudes
and controversies in foreign countries, especlelly the atti-
tudes of opposition groups, who sometimes have thelr principal
base and thelr principal medium of expression in the Unlted
3tates,

4, Attitudes of foreign language groups in the United States
hove to be taken into account in the conduct of foreign re-
lations, in that powerful minorities in the United States cen
influence public opinion and thereby limit the freedom of the
government in dealing with forelgn problems. Forelgn issues
are sometimes matters of violent agitation in this country,

08 witness the steady stream of pro-Soviet and anti-Soviet
propaganda that 1is carried on by Polish, Lithuanian, Slovakien,
Rumanien, Hungarian, Croatlen and Serb newspapers in this
country. .

5. In the conduct of our information program for foreign
countries, 1t is important to know the issues that are being
debated in the correSponding foreign language press in this
country.

6. Just prior to and during the war various government
egencles concerned themselves with the foreign language press,
The Department of Justice had a unit which read the publica-
tions from primerily the security standpoint. The counter-
intelligence units of the Armed Forces did something along the
same line, But the >nly attempt at comprehensive coverage
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(not, however, including Asiatic language papers) was the work
oi' the Foreign Natlonalities Bronch of 083, which began in 1941,
In addition to reading and reporting upon the European forcign
longuope papers of Duropean and Near Eest nationnllty grouns

in this country, it clso mointained contact with foreign
individuals in the Unlted States and with the leaders of foreign
nationality groups and movements here,

7. The annual budget of the Foreign Natlonalities Branch,
which was located 1in New York City, ren from $250,000 to
$300,000, of which $1,000 per month was pcaid to the Oversees
News Agencz for a reading and translating service, By the
£all of 1945, when the Forelgn Nationalities Branch passed
into the Interim Research oand Intelligence Service in the State
Department, most of the actual reading of the forelign language
papers was done by Oversens News Agency, and the staff of the
Branch spent 1ts time writing reports based upon those rcadings
and keeping in touch with foreign language personalities,

5. shortly after the Interim Research and Intelligence
Service was set up, the Foreign Nationalitles Branch h2d to
be liquidated for lack of funds,

9. A number of people in various Departments of the Govern-
ment, as well as some private individuals, have either written
or come to see me, urging that coverage of the foreign languoge
nress be resumed, The Coordinating Committee of the Dewartment
of State has been studying the problem recently, from the angle
of the 0ffice of International and Cultural Affaoirs, which
conducts the short-wave broadcasting to foreign countries, The
Army and Navy have an lnterest in this matter from the stond-
point of domestic intelligence, and they and the State Denart-
ment &re interosted in it as a source of foreign intelligence,

10, It 1is believed that the mottor deserves the attention of
the Netional Intelligence Authority, and it is therefore sug-
gested that the Director of Central Intelligence take the
matter under advisement with a view to recommending:

a, What coverage of the foreign language préss in the
United States it 1s desirable to maintain for intellifcence
purposes? :

b. By what means can such coverage best be obtained?
and

c. Whet agency or agencies can best do the job, and, if
more than one agency can participate, how should the work
be divided between them?

/s/
Alfred McCormack
Special Assistant
to the Secretary

cc: General Vandenberg
Admiral Inglis
General McDonald
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