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of-tho-Departments of State, War, Navy and Air_.
at if the Congress passes & universal military &= = .
d/or & selective service aot these messures, ~ - =7 -

) together, will not of themselves cause_the .=

;. to_militery action within the next 60 days.,.. ..

v &y Hillenkoetter————— oo ————-.:

Rear -Aduniral, USN_
Diractor_of Céntral Intelligence  ___ "~
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
WASHINGTON 25, D, C.

16 March 1948

FOR THE PRESIDENT —

antral.Intelligencs Agency and the intelldigence "~~~ . .

The
organizations of the Departments of State, War, Navy. and . __. e
Air Forcs Have reassessed Soviet intentions for the_next
aixty days and concur~in~the following-conclusions_with™ """ - -
respect to_ the possibility of Soviet military actiont...... .. ... ... ..
«—An exaaination of all pertinent aveiledle _ . =~ — ..~
information has prodused no-reliable évicdencs_that

the USSR intends to resort to military action within =~ ——T0 777" °
the naxt sixty days. o T

. The veight of loglc, as well ao ovidenco', oL i}

also leads to the conclusion that the USSR will mot =~ 7777

resort to military acticu within the next sixty deys..

+—There 1s, neverthelsss, the ever present’ ..

possibility ttat some miscaléulation or imeddent . .
mey result.in military movéménts toward areas,—- - . T ooTIIITTIOIT

at pr

sent unoccuplad by the USSR, = -

R.“H.ZR11lenkoetter
Rear:Adairal, USN
Direatsr of Central Intelligemos T
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY . . .
WASHINGTON 25, DiC.7

16 March 1948

MEMOZANDUM FOR THE IRESIDENT —

Under date of 22_Daceabsr 1947, CIA reported that there vas a e
possibility of steps:being taken in Berlin by the Soviet_authorlties N
to force ths other oceupying powers to remove from Berlin; Delay ic ™
ths formaticn-of a-ssparste Eastern German Governmeat and in Soviet .
i attempts to force the Westorn Powers from Berlin has probably been ... . . _ .
- cau3zad in large neasurs-by_the firm attituds of US officials-dn- -~ —— —————- "~
L Berlin. Wkile no_further reports have been received indicating that . _ S
e the USSR has decided-to-force-the-Westeri Povers from Berlin, the ~ - .
’ " " recent US, UK,| France,_Ben2lux discussions in Lon3on concerning the— —— L
. forzation of a West Goeiman State to be included in a- HestermEurOpesn T
Union invite spme form_of Soviet resp responso strbnger than-the mere. .. _ =
protests recelved so far. ,

" i Sovied ropponse wlll bs timed_to follow overt allied implementa-— - -

i tion of the London decislons;sand-will-constst of the anncuncezent of

H Flans, auch as a plebiscite, for an Eastarn Zone "all-Gorman state", -
claining to represent the whole German people. Announceaent ot‘_s—uch;;;_ o

: plens would ba| followed by an intencified Soviet campaign to oust_the _

{ : ' Weatera Povers from Berlin, _Th3 tost urgent dangers srei 1) —————" .

i "incidents" arlsing.rom_the_prosence in Berlin of young, undiseiplined . . _

: troops; (2) aggravation of-tha~situation by such German malcontonts as -
' vant ap East-West var; (3) any tencency towards war hysteria or lack — =~
of firmness and patience on the.part of US_officials in Berlin,- ~

~

’ . . ) .
gt lndae FESS
%W, ‘umenkoetter

Rear Admiral, USN o i ﬂi,
Dirsctor of Cent.ul Intolugenco o

Encls
Copy, Memo for Presidont, .. =
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‘ The-breakdom of - the CI-‘.J in London may-cause the USSR _
2 _a pozran. of intensified obstructionisa and calcu-—:_:_ﬁ;lf -
t in an éffort to forco the US and the_ot.her‘\'.estem "_t;
withdraw-fran-Ferlin-all-representatives except a ~—--.. LT
jed Control Authoritir group. . The implémentation of - T
ograi-could create-a-situation of gieat tensien Tﬁ‘ﬂ.ch___’:f:__;:.
4 to_amad:clashes botveen Soviet. persomol andthat of T

_ogoupying posters, = T

| Ths_failure of tho-CRi to resch a agreement on &y, QUISKTT TITTIUTE

tion an the Cm's Sﬂbwqm_Mﬁowent 7illa msu]et_;._‘.t____

The_presence _there of this personnol hinders ths ruth-
less forcible—camnunization of all eastern Germany, helps to -
‘sustain non-Cormunist-opposition, and demonstrates that _the US. ___-_'_'_;__'_'L__._
doecs not_intend to-abandon-or partition the comtrys— Berldn, of . . °
could hardly-serve-as the capital of an easternGerman:. __ - =
stals, should the USSR eventually es est.ablish o,  §0 long as the=——-—=—= 7.~
Yostern Powers._ maantain_‘brgops_-:_m_g,@ngl + The Kremlin is awvare - U
of this situation.

! frg Kool 15 avare, also, that the prosont quadri=~——== SR
partite oocupation of “Earlin furnishes the US with an-excellent - o
posLansu_&S" of oxnw mtelhgence activ --_;- i

thenselves, “the_Soviet. mthorities are. big}ﬂy sensitive to the T
opaga.nda value of tbo contmued presence of U and the =
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~ The USSR, cohseqmn*y, camot oxpect the US and the——--—:— ==
other- HEbern Por'ers -to_ evacuaw_bho city voluntarlly. -The USSR, o

therefo!
ccapsl”

53 . pARYS - toieave the city- -
| These davices mayj.nc xlude ac adg.i.tional obstruction to - ———_—-——'ﬂ-'-_

elactric: supn]y, redactxon L of that part. of _the_food- s_uap]y e
8 fran-tvhe Soviet Zone, flagrant violations_of . P

tura-agroorents;—instigation ‘of unrest aasong Germans in——— - e

sctor, -disregard-of-ths elected nunicipal gowormwnt,.a .

delivergtely intansif:.ed canpaign of insult or personal m\u'y_to B
US persqunel,” and torrorization of their Geman employgeese. . ,"-~--“-~'f

The de@ee of danger inhéﬁt‘ih such a campaigri"will N

cials d t.roo“s. Overly enmusiastic Iesort- to- insults- or. i Iii e

perso vv:.oleno» 'cv _Soviet _troops_or Camunists conld @)Y~ ereate -
"incidents®,- street fights,; brawls,_and other publi¢ distirbancas T iows—_
vhich, - _tum, -night_vell 1ead _to high«lavel Popercussions of 7

st character. Only- tho greatost detemaination and tact
sides could prevent a serious incident. fraa_deteriorating -

ontrol-of-the.Perlin authoritias, Even-if Soviet estimates
s.to-US patience are.accurate, the situation could and

probzbly would be-azzravatad vy the activities of German malcontents,
vho for one reason or another, scek- to bring about an opon na‘b—
lict, JEREE

. The.Kremlin will Drodadbly defer its marinum-effort to - -oo--o -
stern‘ Pmr:emcmﬂmﬁmxnnmtil it ‘has” fuJJy_caJ.-LE

1ble & a.cticn by -] ~local-Sovist o officials, the_ day—t,o—d.zv Lo

onts in the jrmediate future-vill-tost the firmmess, . A
» and discipline of all US porsonnal in Berlin.,  ~

Ro Mo HILLENKOSTTSR — — = .~
Rear. Adairal, USH : i
Diveotor of 'cenul‘-‘ll Infelligenoe T
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