HEADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY FORCES ANTILLES
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
FORT BROOKE, PUERTO RICO

21 August 1950

Lt. Gen. W. B. Smith
Headquarters First Army
Governor's Island, N. Y.

Dear Bedell;

I can't tell you how glad I am to hear of your accept-
ance of the CIA job. I know of no better defense news in these
trying times. Those knowing you and the significance of the ap-
pointment can now feel more secure., You will bring to the job
what has long been needed and I don't need to spell out what I'm
talking about. ' ‘

You are especially to be congratulated on your selec-
tion of a deputy. Bill Jackson served with me during the Euro-
pean campaign and I think I've said enough when I say that he's
the smartest fellow I know and that he's the best informed civil-
ian on the general subject of high level intelligence. Added to
that, he is stimulating, excellent company.

All of the very best of luck in your new assignment,
[ am sure that you appreciate what a tough racket you're getting
into.

Remember that when you get thoroughly fed up, I still
have that fishing boat down here at your disposal.

With kindest personal regards.

Sincerely,

Lt

EDWIN L., SIBERT

Rrigadier (Ceneral 11 € Armyu
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Jrigadioer Jonersl dwin L, 2ibert, USk
United ltntes . rmy Yorces :ntilles
Fort rocke, luerto Tdco,

gonpy Ldddies

Tharks sincerely Jor, your bheushiful note con-
gretulating me on zy appolnteent to Lhe Jentrzl
Inteilizence l:ency.

ILts coing ¢ o @ rough Job and, fronedy, I @
net Yoo dellghted wiil tle prospects., There 18 come
zoniort, bowever, In Lhe kmodledge Loal Tom Cisdag
gvar =L~ time <len the adxdnisteition and the reneruil
[ublie sre very mue: | aore of Lic noed for an elieciive
intellizence organization -nd 1 eon eonfilently ex;ect
to recelve wiolehesried support and -ssistance from ciory
quawrter, I am, £ acurae, delithicd that BRIL Jochson is
rolng to be WAL me. e L3 oy firct chelee and I lave
avery confience in his sbility.

I bave kel in mind yuur kind offer of the house
and fis:dng boet in the Virgin lslands, This sounds like
an idesl bide~out «nd I may Le despers.ely in need of
such a sanotusry before lon:., Forgive mw Sor not '
acknowledging it sooner, I have thought of it many times,

Faithtully,

v,

5] 83




