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lieavyossinent of Soviet capubilities in Perlin und Eastern Usvuany, nlsde

in the Light of the invasion of Korea and subsuquant developmonta, vevials Lhwt

Liwsy cupabllitios have substuntially increused. As a riwgult of lmpostent
clunres in tle political .nd economic status of Eusbarn Seruwany withia recant.
months, cunbined with a strengthening of the Soviet Zone alert rolice

(Bureatschaltlen), bast German forces are probubly capable of undartaking @

s, tiss wovenent avalast Vest Berliniiiirirssirissasssroerniiinioeste,
Sesisrveset DBoceuut such a devalopaeut would involve srave risk ol gencral war,
‘whioch 20 1o Lalleved Lho USGH dozs not desive, tie Soviet Union s nol Jikely

in 1,00 or 1991 1o employ bLast Gamwan forces 1a a move acalngt eiliee M:r.liq
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Tos political consolidation of fast Geraasny has been rapidly acceuplished,
ard cnly Luo steps rewaln Lo make Lho Communist reglas a wnituiy, “svvetoign®
stabe. Tuewe ares (1) tie holding of slectiuns (now scheduled for 1% Ustcber
1950) wnich alll legalize the sovermuenty .nd (2) the subyequunt slyning of
& poatd Llwaly or matual fricondship pact Lelwesn the U LR anu uha caust Cutasan
eovalaenl . With the accuaplivliwent of thase actions the LZOHIL will Ly <ole
to clajm that Rest Gernauy Iy an inagpendent state with full rasponsibility for
all it aclicns.  The miinteiwnce of Geviei troops on Edst Geruan tureiloty will
Cbe lapgulised by an Eaal, German "invitation to memain so long &y Lig wonate of
Micutera agitussive 1opsrlalisk® axists. With subh assurances of vuppus b,
et Giewany will La able Lo adont a gore belliverent Long and o buku, 1t
diseciad Ly toe Ushn, an apgyresorve ting of aulion apsinst Wasl Guluauy ant
Lhe Vedwean Ponerd. Ay octh aciion wooldd, of coarso, Ly carricd oat in tug
Lae U Lae gntire Sanean people as a move Lo unifly Ggrwany aud Lo Liborabs
West deviuang and Test Burlisers from foreaga exploitation.

The Buviel Zone Alert Police, ouriplnally cstublished as en internisl gucwrity
force and ulbi atuly dalsuded to Le the cudre ror an East Jernan wukay, laag
bavh wopindod over Lhy past year to an approxiaate total of 52,000 men. Thuru

NGT o Thas meisocaadiag hiag not been coordinat.od
ol U spartasat s of OGLata, apmy, Nav
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uve L0 wlert police units, including 3 arnored and 7 artillery units, slolicisd
throushout the Sovied Zone, and 13 schools in the various military a3
and s a'vices for training commissioned und non-commiseioned officers. Saall
urms ure probibly sutficient in number to equip evury man as an infantsynan;
there are also enough machine guns of modern design to equip every unit with
six to olpht weapons., Soms units have heavier equipment, such as field
artillery; a few units are reportedly esquipped with token assignoants of tanks,
including 17 Soviet T-3L tanks, self-propslled guns, tracked amuwunition ciarrievy
and reconnaissanca vehicles, and armored scout cars, Until recently, all
Bereitscharten equipment, with the exception of tanks, was issusd from captwred
Gornan stockse In .larch 1950, however, Sovist equipment, ineluling tanks,

was lusued andd great sscrecy. 7There were news roports during the firut week
of July thut Bereitschaften tank units were :unsuvering with Soviet for:es in
the ared scuth of Templin, within 50 miles of Berlin.

To date, the ilert Police have not been believed capable of more tnan
ordinagy ruard duties and internal security operations within the Suviut Zons,
This judguent hus weon based to sviw dejree, however, on this view that
nuasrous defections among the units indlcute low worale. Not oonly is it
dangarous to judge Bereltachalten morale primarily on the busis of duluctors!
reports, but wmorale may be considorubly raised by tha successzs of Horth
Korsan fowcas upauinot the Us, There is reassoun to believe thut the alerd

Police Ls now qa_pa_b_l_g of undertaking a gx_xgg’g!;_sq’xgg\quggnt aguinst Yeat Barlin
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tires Doreitschallen tank undts, two of which are within S0 wiles of .Burlin,
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- are stratupically locuted for quick concentration on Lho Cilyssesesrecssnecssas
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Bereitschafton capabilities are considerably more limited in relation
to diest Gormany, Unless actively spported by the Soviet Apmy and Air Force,
2 Pareitschaflen attack on ‘est Gurminy could raadily be repelled by the
western Allied ground und air forces now in the areas. Moreover, at the
presont rate of training and expansion, it doss not appear likely that ithe
Bereitochulten will be militarily capable of effective and unugsleted action
arainst est Germany and the Veslern occupution forces before the end of 1951,

whatoevar the military capabilitics of the Bereitachaften, their open
cumal bient agalngt est Barlin or \just Germany will be deterwined privarily
within the fraucaork of Soviet world policy wnd the Soviet eutiuate us to
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the reactlon of the U5 and its allies to such a commitment. In view ot
ropeuted officlul stutemonts that the US and 1ts allies will firaly decord
thair positions in Qermany; and the strong reuaction of ths US to the

Korean crisls, the Kremlin probably Lulieves that any action by "indepondent®
Bast Goraan forces would maeet with ljestern military resistance, This fi'ave
risk of peneral pur 1s probably not one the UsSK ig ready to ta.l:g' in 1)}?9|
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Ll Nt L L ittty In any eveat,;

Lho course Of events in East Geramaiy, pacticularly the progress of Ll
Bereitschultan, have cuused inoraeusing uneasiness in pest Germanby wnd Live
arouged fcurs that the Soviet Zone police forces are intended ult inately ros
aggressive use uzainst lisst Berlin and the Federul Republic., Such feurs
cannot be lightly disuissed because West Gerian willingness to contiibuls
to the dofensge of Jestern Burops will Le conditioned by U5 stops to meul the
Camnunist theeat, not only in Korea Lut in Coruany Ay well,
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