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According to informant, in granting full sovereignty to the German Democratic
Republic,the Soviets made a politital move designed to present to the world
a picturg: of normal relations bétwEen the Svoviet Union and the DIR. He
p01nted out that the replacemert™8T Vliadimir Semenovich Semenov by Georgly
Maksimovich Pushkin was consistent with. the Soviet policy of grafiting 1
sovereignty to the DBER and withdrawing many Soviet troops from the country.™
For, despite his official position, Semenov was considered by informant as essentially
a military man.2 Pughkin, on the other hand, 1s a carger diplemat and his
appointmert was intended as & manifest exchange of ambassadors b&tween two
sovereign stater. These moves were made by the Soviets ih a deliberate
attempt Yo disrupt the creation” of EDC o

The Soviet proposal for a confefehce to discuss -an all<Buropean security
pact was also interpreted by 1nf : :
realizatlion of FDC. Informent alst thought that such a confereri¢d would

find the Soviets willing to agr fi almest any point except the rearmament

of Germanyj et the same time, disarmament would be the main then® of the
Soviets. As a member of an all- Imropean security organization, the Soviets
would not feel compelled to maintain a largé armed force. So long as the
Soviets are not a menber of such an organization, hewever, they feel it can be
directed ugainkt them. Tt i# their purpose, therefore, to exert ‘Bvery effort
to prevent the formation of EDC.

Informant opined that the most "poldBrous” lssue confronting thé Soviets is

the settlement of the German problem. Be further stated that hé “ebuld .not

Bee how it could be resolved in a Pesceful manner. He felt that, should the

U.5. agres to withdraw firom West’ Germany, the Soviets might be w:lling to

make concessions on an Austrian pedse treaty. -Ive reasons were advanced for
doubting that the Soviets would .congider Trae elections in.Germany.. The vote

in West Germany would be overwhclmingly against them and, because of considerable
oppogition toward the Soviets in the countrv, the vote in Eamst Germany'might
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likewlse be unfaverablé to them. The Soviets learned from the Austrian
elections just how disastrous free elections could be to theit.

Inasmuch as the Soviet Union feels that the U.S. could not possibly
agree to withdraw her troops. from West Germeny, informant believed thet
Soviet concessions on an Austrian peace treaty would be their strongest
argunent 1n any conference on Austria. Infermsnt-admitted that the USSR
could not validly defend her position on Ausiria should that country
be discussed at a separite issue. By linking the Austrian question to
the German issue, the Soviets Teel they are in a .good position in any
digcussion of an Austrian peace treatys they are pesitive that the U.S,
will not agree to withdrew from West Germany and will therefore counter
any U.5. demands with their own demand for such a concession by the U.S.

1. Comment: No general wlthdrawal of Soviet troops from East
Germayiy has occurred. ’ :

2, Comment: There is no iIndication that Semenof is a military
Man;j ar as is known, he has always been a career foreign service
officer. '
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