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THIS MATERIAL CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECT-
ING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES
WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS,
TITLE 18, USC, SECTIONS 793 AND 794, THE TRANSMIS-
SION OR REVELATION OF WHICH IN ANY MANNER TO
AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON.IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.

The Current Intelligence Weekly Summary has been prepared
primarily for the internal use of the Central Intelligence
Agency. It does not represent a complete coverage of all
current situations. Comments and conclusions represent
the immediate appraisal of the Office of Current Intelligence.
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19 May 1955
Marshal Konev's Role
As Party Spokesman _
Ivan S. Konev's appoint- suggest that he is the chief
ment as chief of the recently public spokesman for the party

established combined Soviet

within the military group. As

bloc military command, together such he may be the party's
with his earlier designation counterweight in the officer
as deputy defense minister and ~ corps to' the popular and in-
his recent speeches and articles dependent-uninded Marshal
emphasizing the party's role, Zhukov,
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Both in his article com-
menorating Soviet Armed Forces
Day and in his V-E Day speech,
Marshal Konev, in contrast to
other military leaders, de~
parted from the current alpha-
betical listing policy by plac-
ing First Secretary Khrushchev
at the head of the list of
party workers sent to  the
fronts during World War II,

In the V-E Day speech,
Konov went so far as to single
out Khrushchev by stating that
"Comrade Khrushchev, Comrades
Bulganin, Voroshilov, Kagano-
vich, Zhdanov, and Scherbakov"

were sent by the party to lead
the troops in their fight
against the invader,

In addition, Konev's
speech devoted more attention -
to the party's role and em-
phasized party militancy to a
far greater degree than any of
the public pronouncements of
other military leaders.

Konev's new prominence and
political orientation also sug-
gest that he is the leading mil-
itary figure in whom the party
leaders, especially Khrushchev.
place special trust.
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