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RELIABLS SOURCE

THE SOVIET MENISTER OF DEFENSES MARSHAL GEORGIY K. ZHUKOV, VISITED EAST GERMAY,

GDg7 FROM 12 TO 16 MARCH 1957. DTJRING THIS VISIT, MARSHAL ZHUKOV ADDRESsED,

MEETING OF THE SENIOR TROOP COMMANDERS OF THE GROUP OF SOVIET FORCES, GGSG

THE FOLLWING INFORMATION IS A SUMMARY OF MARSHAL ZHUKOV'S REMARKS AT THAT MEETING.

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS.

1. MARSHAL ZHUKOV CHARACTERIZED THE CONTEMPORARY INTERNATIONAL SITUATION AS

A MANIFESTATION OF TENSIONS AND THE SHARPENING OF RELATIONS BEIWEEN THE CAvW OF

CAPITALISM AND SOCIALISM, AS WELL AS BETWEEN INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES, INCLUDING 1

CERTAIN NATO NATIONS. HE CITED THE ANGLO-FRENCH FIASCO IN THE WAR AGAINST EGYPI,

AND .THE DECISIVE ROLE PLAYED BY THE SOVIETS IN THIS fIASCO . SPEAKING 0 T

RELATIONS BEIWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND GREAT BRITAINR ZHUKOV SAID
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FINDS HERSELF GREATLY DEPENDENT ON THE U.S. ECONOMICALLY; THE U. S. IS FORCED

TO RECKON WITH BRITAIN BECAUSE THE U.S. NEEDS ALLIES IN EUROPE. THE U.S. IS

EXERTING PARTICULAR EFFORT IN EUROPEAN POLITICS WITH RESPECT TO KDVANCEMENT Of

WEST GERMANY.

2. MARSHAL ZHUKOV MENTIONED THAT HE HAD BEEN VERY CORDIALLY RECEIVED IN

INDIA AND BURMA DURING HIS VISITS TO THOSE COUNTRIES. HE STATED THAT {E PEOPLES

OF THOSE COUNTRIES HAVE GREAT SYMPATHY FOR THE SOVIETS AND HATE THE B ITIS FOR

THEIR PAST COLOC'IALISM. HE POINTED OUT THAT NEITHER INDIA NOR BURMA ACTUALLY

HAS ARMED FORCES, AND THAT THE FEW MILITARY UNITS WHICH THOSE COUNTRIES O hAVE

ARE ARMED WITH OBSOLETE WEAPONS, AND ARE POORLY ORGANIZED. COMMUNIST CHIINA PLAYS

A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE POLICIES fOR POLITIC~ OF INDIA AND BURMA, AS COMMUNIST

CHINA CAN HAVE A STRONG AND "PROGRESSIVE" INFLUENCE ON THOSE TWO COUNTRIES

3. ZHUKOV ASSERTED THAT MUTUAL RESPECT MUST BE MAINTAINED BEIWEEN, THE

GSFG AND THE GDR "PEOPLE'S ARMY", BUT THAT STRICT SECURITY MEASURES MUST BE ,

MAINTAINED BY THE SOVIET ARMY IN REGARD TO THE GDR ARMY4 CERTAIN SOVIET,UNITS'
44 4 .4,4~

HAVE PERMFTPED GDR ARMY PERSONNEL TO LEARN TOO MUCH ABOUT SOVIET ARMY E

AND TECHNIQUES. SOVIET PERSONNEL MUST NOT TRUST GERMANS, SINCE GDR ,

VOLUNTEEPS HAVE BEEN XN)CN TO FLEE TO THE WEST AFTER THEIR MILITARY S,.WCE

WAS COMPLETED,
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. WHEN THE "COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY" UPRISING COMMENCED IN HUN Y TERE

WERE ONLY WO SOVIET RIFLE DIVISIONS IN EUNGARY, ONE OF WHICH WAS .MOVED INTO

BUDAPEST WEN THE FIGHTING BEGAN. WHEN THE HUNGARIAN ARMY WENT OVER,TO THE

REBEIB ORDERS WERE GIVEN TO WITHDRAW THE SOVIET DIVISION FROM BUDAPEST. DE

CAUSE THE DIVISION HAD SUSTAINED HEAVY LOSSES. 'WELVE TANK AND MECHANT7

DIVISIONS WERE THEN SENT FROM THE TRANS-CARPATHIAN AND ODESSA MIITAR DISTRICTS

TO POSITIONS IN BUDAPEST, AND ALONG THE AUSTRO- IUNGARIAI7 BORDER. ZRUKOV

EMPHASIZED TM FACT THAT A FOUR-HUNDRED-XILOMETER MARCH HAD BEEN ACCOMPLISH D

IN TWENTY-FOUR HOURS IN THESE TROOP MOVEMENTS. ZHUKOV THEN NOTED TRA

HUNGARIANS ARE A BRAVE PEOPLE AND ABLE FIGHTERS AND THAT THE ENTIRE HONCARI

ARMY; WHICH HAD 700 SOVIET TANKS AND 4,000 GUNS, HAD GONE OVER TO THEREBEIS

IN SPITE OF THIS, HE SAID, THE UPRISING WAS PUT DOWN QUICKLY) WHICH INDICATED

THE HIGH DEGREE OF COMBAT EFFICIENCY OF THE SOVIET TANK AND MECHANIZED ,FORMATIONS.

SOVIET MILITARY INTENTIONS AND PREPAREDNESS

5. MARSHAL ZHUKOV DECLARED THAT THE SOVIET ARMY IS SO STRONG TA I COULD

ACHIEVE VICTORY OVER ITS ENEMES IN A VERY SHORT TIME. HE SAID THAT TES STATEGIC

AND TACTICAL DOCTRINES UNDER WHICH THE GSFG OPERATES ARE OBSOLETE, AND '

OPERATIONS MUST NOW BE PLANNED SO THAT SOVIET FORCES WILL REACH THE EN LISt

/ CHANNEL ON THE SECOND DAY OF WAR.
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6. IN THE EVENT THAT THE WESTERN POWERS SHOULD SUDDENLY UNLEASH A WAR,

THE GSFG MUST HOLD OUT FOR FORTY-SIX HOURS, BECAUSE THAT IS THE PERIOD, DURInG

WHICH THE SECOND ECHELON OF SOVIET TROOPS WILL MOVE UP, EQUIPPED WITR'ALL TYTES

OF MODERN WEAPONS. THE SECOND ECHELON WILL HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITI FOR OFF."IV.'E

ACTION, AND THE EFPERIENCE GAINED IN MOVING TROOPS INTO HUNGARY INDICATES TEAT IT

WILL REQUIRE FORTY-SIX HOURS TO DEPLOY THE SECOND ECHELON.

7. ZHUKOV EMPHASIZED THE FACT THAT THE SOVIETS WILL DEFINITELY BE THE C ES

TO START THE WAR, IN ORDER TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE FACTOR OF BURPRIIEt . AS SCON

AS IT IS APPARENT THAT WESTERN FORCES ARE PREPARING TO UNLEASH A WAR, TEE SOVIETS

MUST BEAT THEM TO THE PUNCH.

GSFG COMBAT READINESS AND DISCIPLINE

8. WHEN ASKED WHY THE GSFG WAS NOT ARMED WITH THE NEWEST EQUIPMNT "JKO7

REPLIED THAT THIS WAS UNNECESSARY BECAUSE THE PRESENT EQUIPMENT IS ADEQ'UATE OR

THE TASKS ASSIGNED TO THE GSFOj THE ISSUE OF NEW MILITARY EQUIPMENT "" SFC

IS OUT OF THE QUESTION, BECAUSE RE-EQUIPPING THESE FORCES WOULD AROUS AN

UNNECESSARY REACTION IN THE WEST, AND WESTERN AGENTS IN GERMANY ARE "

SOVIET FORCES FROM EVERY HOUSE. AS AN EAMPLE, ZHUKOV CITED THE SIN1v

FERRY WHICH WAS CARRYING SOLDIERS OF THE THIRD MECHANIZED ARMTT

INCIDENT WAS KNOWN IN THE WEST ON THE FOLIOWING DAY.
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It ~ 9. MARSHAL ZHUKOV WTHESSED ~CCISES OF GS TANK AND 4lS

AN~D WAS DISSATlISFIEDl WITH THE SLN~NESS OF TEI ACTION; TEE TEMPWO OF THE OFF 7SIYZ

WAS SWI IN THE ZONE OF ENEMY TACTICAL DEFENSE, ESPECIALLY. MARHAL ADREYkA

GRECHK0; COMMANDER-IN-CHT1 OF THE 03 EXPLAINED THAT TitEWAS AN AITEMlV TO

SHO THE MOVEMENT OF TROOPS ALONG THE LINE OF CONTACT AND CAANST OJECTIVESj

BUT ZEUXOV ANSWERED TEAT NO DEMNTRATIVE TRAINhING WAS NECESSARY--TANKS EVST FORCE

AHEAD AND SET THE PACE FOR THE ENIRDE OFFENSIVE.

10, ZUKOV PRESED HIS DISSATIFACTION WITH SFO TROOP DISOIPLIE CTATN

THAT TERE HAVE BEEN A GREAT MANY INSTANCES OF VIOIATION OF GDR SOVEICY 'i"J

ACTS OF HOOLIGANISM, BY SOVIET SOLDIERS OF TEE OSFG. HE STATED: " YWrLOCP OF

THE GSFGJ ARE IEITIING DOWEN YOUR MINISTER, WHO HAS SIGNED AN AR~T~AON

THE PRESENCE OF SOVIET TROOPS IN THE GDR." COFtET CNTISCA 6AANS OBCDlR

AREMNT WAS SIGNED IN BERLIN ON 12 MARCH 1957

NE SOVIET ARMAMENT AND MLITARY STATXEY >y

11. THE SOVIET ARMED FORCES POSSESS EVERYTHING WHICH IS ESSENTIAL TO A R

WAR. THE SITUATION WHICH ESTED IN 1941 WILL NEVER RECUR, ZEUKO0V7 TrE IC-19

FIGR B ARATI ,AS R RE ARE NW AIRCRAFT WCH HAVE SIGNED 0 0N 11O

TO 2000 WIOMETERS PER HOUR AND OFERATIONAL CENS OF 25 TO 30 M7T

A

BUILT FOR USE IN ATOMIC WARFARE. ITS AR14R IS ETRUONGER, AND T 8E TANK IIC-1O3
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MANEUVERABLE AND PRACTICAL IN OPERATION. IN THE SOVIET NAVY, BASIC AITEETILl

IS BEING PAID TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF A SUBMARINE FLEET; IN ARTILLERY--O

INCREASING THE RATE OF FIRE. THE GUNS WITH WHICH THE GSFG IS EQUIPPED ARE

OBSOLETED ACCORDING TO ZHUKOV.

12. ROCKET WEAPONS (REAKTIVNOTE ORUZHIME) BOTH LONG-RANGE AND TACTICAL:

HAVE UNDERGONE EXTENSIVE DEVELOPMENT. AS AN EXAMPLE ZHUKOV STATED THAT TACTICAL

GUIEn MISSILES WILL DEVIATE FROM THEIR TARGETS BY ONLY 200 METERS AT A RANGE OF

120 KILOMETERS. THE DIFFICULTY IN THE FIELD OF AVIATION IS NCT IN INCREASING

THE SPEED AND ALTITUDE OF THE AIRCRAFT, BUT IN 'ADAPTATION Of PILOTS. 4N MODERN

AIRCRAFTp THE PILOT IS PUT INTO A PRESSURIZED SUIT (THE CABIN IS NOT HERMETICALLY

SEAID); WHICH MAKES IT DIFFICULT FOR THE PILOT TO JUMP FROM THE AIRCRAFT IN CASE

OF AN ACCIDENTS IT IS DIFFICULT FOR A PILOT IN A PRESSURIZED SUIT TO OPERATE AN

AIRCRAFT, BUT THIS PROBLEM IS BEING SOLVED.

13. GREAT ATTENTION IS BEING GIVEN TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF AIRBORNE TROOI'S AND

ANTIAIRCRAFT DEFENSE (PVO) ASSETS. REGARDING THE UTILIZATION OF AIRBORNE TROOPS,

ZHUKOV GAVE THE OPINION THAT MODERN WAR WILL NOT BE LIE WORLD WAR II. MODER,"

WAR WILL BE CARRIED ON IN THE FRONT AND IN THE REAR (BY AIRBORNE TROOPS).

DISPARAGEMENT OF U.Ei. ALERTNESS AND ATOMIC CAPABILITIES

14. MARSHAL ZHUKOV STATED THAT; SINCE "OUR ENEMIES" IN THE WEST A A

EXCESSIVELY INTLLIGENT PEOPLE WHO LIXE TO ENJOY THEMSELVES, GSFG TRAIN GQ MUST
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