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CIA-Backed Laotmns Face Hanoi’s Best at Long Cheng'

By Llnrena Stern
‘Wiakington Post Poreign Serviee
LONG CHENG, Laos —

The little twin 'n'&ne Piper
groped thiough
haze that blotted out the
craggy tecrain just south of
the Plain of Jars.

“It's pretty bad today"
ssid the Greek, “but we're
flying by timed distance so
we don't have to see the
ground to know where we
are .., Wait a minute” He
leaned {orwnrd and lhouted
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"l‘hlt’l Skyline mdge i
said The Groek. “The N
Vietnamese have their nnu-
alr op the otber side.”

Another sharp dip nnd
suddenly a valley pop
into  view, dotted
shacks, roads and a tiny
strip. The shacks were's
mostly deserted by the vil-
lagers who fled last month'’s
North Vietna: oﬂendh

In the seat behmd us,
Kayak looked up from his
book. He is a tow-headed
American with an earpest
face who might pass for-a
scout leader in his ollve

uniform were it nat for
the ammunition and . rifie
and the 45 revolver that he
wore along with it.

‘The two Alr Amarican

lots ekimmed the Hﬂ thin
Baron nimbly dmwi oTh

along the hillgapx tq
landing  strip’ . e " *Lon
Cheng, the onceﬂpemcret
headquarters base of the tri-
bal guerrilia army organized
and financed by the Central
Intelligence Agency ~ and
fleshed with Meo, Yao, as
well as highland Lao volun-
teers, conscripts and con-
fused-looking children.
Kayak and The Greek and
the flight crew are part of

' the low profiie American

presence that provides the
Juns, ammt . ;q‘
ters, transp! .n‘lr*:ﬁ 68
medical evacuation--ifn
short the wherewithal—that

give the ‘“friendlies” their
plausibility as a military .
force,

Though much of the se-
crecy m the CIA
;vlc in Laos has beeq lifted

ere under investigative
prodding from Congress and
instructions from the sdmin-
istration,; there are giill re
minders that American par:
ticipation ‘fs somewhat of a

political iiabilty.

“You can take all the pic-
tures you want of the Lao,”

1. was counselled, ‘but
i &u, we don't want any
T aglell wid ' 3

led Ml visitor with a

fighting has decimated the
ranks of Vaag Pao's Meos.
Hia guerrillas once weére al-
most 100 per cent Meo, But
now they comprise less than
80 per cent of the force, The
Meo mopuntain’ people have
borne tlie brunt of the fight
ing and civiian casualties.

in the south. But they can-
not walk in the mountains.
They slow
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Ml umgh soldierly talk, but
today he reflected the seri-
ouln of the state of af-
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they come down tog,
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Dave
to call for more B-52 atrikes.
“But the best thing would
be to get talks atarted again
among the nations that par-
ticipated in the Geneva Con-
ference. We mu‘:n have ﬂzc
tion. of
Tg’"mt get tolether lnd
ulk just oncé more.”
In the past 10 years, the
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using gewly supplied Soviet
130 millimeter cannons, tho

v

reca

nists not only have guc-
ceeded m cunonﬂlm

from v&'ﬁ

can helicopters, C-123 trm

on’ the ‘ether aide of the

( The C-123, a faithful work-
‘horse that must land an
take off on abyamally ahort
runways, is the key to the
m‘gbm of men and sup-
8y {31 the lxlr,
Consplcuously. posted inside
the planes are signs in That,
Laotian, Vietnamese and
English warning that “the
irangportation of opium and
other narcotlc  products is
absojutely forbidden on this
aircraft.” The signs also ad-

march that should

" solution to the war in Indo-

NONE/UNKNOWN " :

monjsh that all passengers

- are subject'to search and re-

moval by the Air America
crews if they are found to
be carrylng opium.
Bracing for Attack

About the swtrip there
was evidence of the most .
tecent North Vietnamese
offensive, at the end of Jan-
uary, that penetrated into
the Long Cheng Valley.
There were spent cartridg-
:rl, rocket casings and shell

nts.

out
Now Van] Plo and hll ir-

with  American
spokesmen over the war to
which most of them are de-
nied access.

Beveral days ago a US.
colonel, the regular briefer,
stood before a dozen report-
ers and the a ten-
sions were high, The colonel
delivered a region-by-region
briefing of enemy casualties
with numbers Kkilled and
wounded, 88 reported to him
by Laotian army sources.

Fipally one newsman
bhuud Impatiently:

“Colonel, do you
these figures urlmuly?"

“No,” he replied, “I don't.
But I am obliged to pass
them out. 1 will not act asa
filter.”

“But we come to these

hrlct lor a new as-
the ridge, sald |
Pio, - #ight regiments
lpnlmeu are or-
n Dnew push.

A twoveek-old spoiling op-
eration directed against the
North Vietnamese supply
lines shows no sign of hav-
*-ing serlously  breached the
Gmmunm columns.

the drowsy capital of
tiane to the south, mean-
e, the Ingrown diplo-

backbi
taing and mo sound of war -
is ever heard. - One night
last week ] Souvanna

e per-
t altogether original
that President Nixon's visit
to Peking had broken down
a great wi

Souvanna is making new
overtures for talks with his
balf-brother, Pathet Lao

leader Prince Souphanou-
. tary

hopdul!y for visas
Thaet managed to

fﬁ"ﬁ'ﬁ

grossing hours of conversa-

on with the correspondents.
'ea And Smiles

. He is asked about Presi-
dent Nixon’s visit 1o Peking,
and he gmiles and pours a
visitor mere tea. “The
Chinese have given us much
assistance,” he finally re-
plies In measured cadence,
“The ‘Rumians have also
helped us greatly, But the

china will have to be
reached by the Vietnamese
people.”*

‘The resident  Western
press In Vientiane carries
on its own weekly skirmish

in the hope that
you will be & tilter.”

spokesmen over the war to

voice - tightering. “1 am a
guest of the host govern-
ment. And the average Lao-
tian soldier 1s as guilty of
exaggeration in the heat of
battle as the average Ameri-
can soldier.”

And the newamen went
off to write their

is the principal KGB (secret
lice) operative, It is aiso
2 open secret in the diplo-
matic eircuit who the CIA
station, chief is and which
lmbns.l‘dnr from what non-
aligned country is his next
door nejghbor.
y in Vientiane is
munlﬁn export commodity
lnd it s safe to say that the

the presence of some 0000\:
troops in the northern prove
inces and along the infiltra-
tion traile into South Viet-
nam and Cambodia.
President Nixon bas,
70, been more can-
l‘l‘l‘t’lceltls:ut the extent of
American involvement in
Laos. Nonetheless, the CIA
v advisers here

military roundupa.
Traffic in Secrets
In Vientiane, where
Chinese, Soviet, U.S., Pathet
Lao, North Vietnamese and
other diplomats commingle
in sn stomsphere of gosaipy
social congestlon, there isa
lively traffic in each other’s
official and personal secrets.
1t is known, for example,
who in the Soviet embassy

hmwl more about the locat
U.S. apparatus than most
American congressmen.

The major outgide powers
in the Laotian war still con-
spire to maintain the tat-
tered fistion ef compliance

with  Laotian  neutrality
under the 1962 Geneva
Agreements,

The North Vietnamese
have never Aacknowledged

are still described with such
antiseptic euphemi son a
“case workers” and 'ﬂold
technieal consultants” And
the brunt of the American-
4] d war is still being
fought by the CIA’s clandes-
tine irregulars and Thai-
based U.S. tsctical support
2ir craft on battle grounds
almost wholly inaccessible
to journalists.
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