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The Soviets and the Mid East:

A In recent days we have received a
i MORI/CDF per

number of reports which cemebine—to suggest lrexe that the Soviets C03326384

are trying to caution Egypt against renewed hostilities and that
they are doing this through third parties, notably the Syrians who
have played an intermediary role before. There is also the related
report that Syrian President Asad made a secret trip to Moscow
last week txxdiamuxsacsidibaas; xaxtbers; some Arab press accoutts

areAsaying Asad returned from Moscow and immediately axdaxedx
orve aney Sordlan ) (est eck's
called off @ay Syrian-based fedaye&n @ctiVity in theé curreat Lebanese séerewbmmm
ey »“/wmi}j':"c‘h ; : A .
siteetions ., The Soviets have also reportedly asked the French to counsel

Egypt against any renewed armed action. .
be hoa snc bourin doame fer » s
lt-is-perfraps-te-earlyte assess these indicators, Howewer;.
. ;( f:[)aNMr E-F—FMIXJ
_Such a Soviet effort would not be inconsistent with the k-xa::é—e-f—}ewer--—
- Fo
level-tensionand-propaganda-points-they-make=in fansig ixdivectkx
_ 1Torn 1o ,QA/\.“/;\ el e J’in.uw,t 3
inter=ATabrand anti-US tensions, erising-fromthie tycteof-terveorism,

Rather, the Soviets, on the broader issue of war with Israel, may be

inter-Arab efforts in recent st
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(2)
build up Egyptian and Syrian military capability,(?d.nxvgxm%xSadat's

increasing puhdix talk 6f 'some'' action to break the stalemate ard

pxiwabex or, at a minimum, to draw attention of the US and USSR

o 8 fale foc
with particular reference to the June summit, and t

A + /L (foses Are
@M&!ﬂ Egyptian and Syrian milita;ﬁm at a very

high state of alert.
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