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PRESIDENT'S TUESDAY BRIEFING

For HAK Cd 4"y- ycn. U <-we.< 1i-. l i---t-'M

The Soviets and the Mid East: In recent days we have received a
MORI/CDF per

number of reports which reiiMLes suggest hmte that the Soviets 03326384

are trying to caution Egypt against renewed hostilities and that

they are doing this through third parties, notably the Syrians who

have played an intermediary role before. There is also the related

report that Syrian President Asad made a secret trip to Moscow

last week tc& c ,ixazcMxees; some Arab press accourts

are saying Asad returned from Moscow and immediately nrdntecx

called off .ay Syrian-based fedayeencactivity inthe eurrei4-Lebanese 4r
C1  . ,'1. AA

sittv, The Soviets have also reportedly asked the French to counsel

Egypt against any renewed armed action.

It-is-perhaps--to-early-te asses sthes e indicatorsN How ever.

Such a Soviet effort would not be inconsistent with the f -r

le t- c nain -propagazdn-poin ts-hfey--nake'in f an ictceckyc

i anti-US tensionsaing-frenrthrrcycte-cf-tererism-

Rather, the Soviets, on the broader issue of war with Israel, may be

inter-Arab efforts in recent --- d'
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build up Egyptian and Syrian military capabilityXA ons ithcSadat's

increasing pdix talk of "some" action to break the stalemate Xand

pnxkibex or, at a minimum, to draw attention of the US and USSR

with particular reference to the June summit, and t

oe. Egyptian and Syrian military at a very

high state of alert.
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