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racli forces continued thei
ght day on 9 October, atte
f&on the Gelan chchts an
cads on the East Bank ¢
o Coﬁ n have gounded a nhote of cauts
ir assessment of the military situatioan.
Herzos warned the I”raeli peopie 1in a
= 1iérwozn1nc that the initiative had not vet
ed to their forces and that they were not dealing
cnenmy that could be euaily defeated. He addea
I would not be lulled into bblleving this can be
an easy &nd very rapid operation. '
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SYRTAN FRONT

morning broke, the Israeli forcces *qhin tcor

2. Thé Syrian army launched counterattacks against
re Isreelil forces throuchout the night of 8 Cciober
bgt the Israclis claim to have maintalngd. their pesi~ _°
the offensive to clear the remaining Syrian troco from
poal“‘ JnZ oni the Golan Heights., Large nuxbers of
Igraeli Zireraft were {ia the air over Lhc region in the

carly ﬁO’nlng hours.,

3. The Icraelis have not yet definitely stated
that they plan to cross the "pre-1873 war" ceasciire
line, bu® it is clear they are kCCpxng their options
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open. If tha Israelis did enter Syrian territory they
would have %o face two additional armored divisions that
are being hold in reserve, plus the remnants of the thrce
infantry divisions which launched the initial cffensive
on 6 Octocberz. They alse have an additional independent "
brigade west of Damascus and the President's special '
armored forca in reserve. Horocco, Iraq, and Ssaudi
RArabia repoctedly are planning to send additional forces
to aid the Syrians, but they probably would be teco litile
and too lata to effect the fichting significantly.
]

4. Tha Isrselis already claim to have cdestroyed

from one f£ifth to one third of the Syrlaon arnorec

inventery oZ ehout 1500 medivm tznks, and they wculd ‘
want to eliminate the bulk of the tank force as well aa’
the Syrian gurfaoe~to=gitT missiles defenses in the
regicn. Filghting on the front may drag on for ssveral
more davs, depending on the Isracli objectives and
Svrian resistance.

EGYPTIAN YRCH

5. On the Suez Canal, the Israzelis do not appear to
have yet lounched a major ground offensive but are con~
tinuing with lorge-scaic air attacks. During the nighw
of § Cctobor the Bgytians continued to reiniorce their
units on tha Easzt Bank and claim to be Sriving furiher
{nland. ©has Israclis claim to have sunk thxce Egyptian
micsile boats in the Mediterranean and several other
boats in taa Red Sea. | 25X1

“and air cdefense positions on the West Bank. This sug-

6. In their briefings on the military situation on
the Suez Fzont, the Israelis stress that the Egyptians
on the Zzst Bank have streng support from the greillesy -

gests that they may be consicdering a major canal crozsing
oparztion of their own in ordexr to dafcat the Egyptian
forces.,
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EGYPT

7. In Cairo, the first air raid alarm of the war
was sounded this morning, The all clear signal was
. heerd shortly afterwards, and there was no immediate
: report of Isracli planes in the area. Cairo has warned

. that {t might make rctaliatery air strikes against "
) Israeli towns following yesterday's bombing of Port = - 25X1
Said. : ; a '

.y
ISRAEL, !

9. The Israeli cabinet met early this morning--
the seventh such session since the fighting broke out,
Lod airport resumed normal operations today and
open for all air traffic on a 24-hour basis. 25X1

US SECURITY TIHREAT

1l. 'saudi Arabian military officers have assured
US officials that American interests and citizens

ﬂ3—

25X1



" Approved for %a&a@.e oy CiA
Date (2 21]] |2

will be protected at all costs. These officers also
were of the opinion that it would ba foolish for Saudi
Arabia to ztep the flow of 0il to the US and Europe,
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— - ANNEX
; i, 4 and Capabilities
of the Middle East Combatants

. L

The presént fighting apparcntly was initiated

as a deliberate act by the Cgyptians and Syrians.
Presumably both countries took care to have gulffi=

cient supprlies oif food, fuel and ammunition on hand

to support thair forces in the kind of fighting they
anticipated. It is impossible to quantify the stocks

in the depots but the troops preoably carriecd enough

to sllow threc or four days of combat without tne ne- *
cessity 0f rezupply. From the fragmentary information
available it does not appear that either the Egyptian
or Syrian foxrces are being hampered DY j1ack of supplies.
The Isracli forcas, if normal precedures wWerc in effect
when they werda mobilized, probasbly had epough supplies
with their units to support three to five days of com-
Hhat. Some Israeli units have been resupplied.

The dalivery of supplies will be & key element
that will cetgrmine the ability of the combatants €O

i-r
keecp up the Ligat.

a. The Iaraeli Air Forxce (IAF) dominates the sky
over the Golan ieights flying day as well as night ine
tordiction mizsions. Thus, Syrian resupply capability
33 pinimal since theirx suppily convoys are constantly
vulnerable to air attack. Shortages may begin to show
goon.

b. The Sogyptians may be somewhat better off. The
IAP has not cnarated with the same frequency OL cegree
of freadom acuinst Egyptian forces on cither side of : -
the canal. Pauspite the IpF's cfforts the Cgyptians .
have kept soma of the bridgas across the canal open to
maintein a flow of supplies to their forces on the east
side, Given &he disruptions we know toO occur, howevery
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it gecms doubtful that enough supplies are reaching
the east bank to maintain the Egyptian troops in a
high level of combat for many days. The battle on
this front may be decided before supply shortages be-
come evident,

c. The Israeli situation is gulte different.
Their supply lincs are almost unencurbered by cnemy
action. Suopliies for Israeli forces are essentially
limited onlv by the efficiency of the Isracli logis-
tical corps and the ability of the econcmy to supphly
the necessary items., The Israelis score high on boun
counta. Shortages may develop in some gpecislised
ftems L7 tha fighting is prolonged and intense. Such .

,
Lboms w

i
nigh® include ccrtain xinds of large caliber

tion, bomhs, mizsiles or electyronic components,

Such shortzges probably would not seriously hamper the 25X1
Israclis in their combat operations unlecss they in-

volved itan: such as tank ammunition or 500 pound

bombs, and that seems unlikely at this point. |

aSmmuny

25X1

~e
>



