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Jerusalém Dunestic Service in Hebrew 1623
[Statement to the Knesset by Prime Minist
(Text]

being late arriving in Jerusalem.
the way.

tionorable Knesset speaker, honcra
There

The Government of Israel decided unanimod
of the U.S, Gevernment and President Nixqg
a cease-fire on the basis of the Security
of a Jeint 1.S..-Soviet proposal. Accordi
forces will remain in the positiona they
effect. The implementation y e
decision was brought to the afce 1tion of
Committee, and now to the attention of th

On the basis of the U.S.-Soviet draft res
following:

1. The Security Council calls upon all
firing and terminate all military activi{
tha momont of the adoption of this decisi
2. The Security Council calls upon the
after the cease-fire, the implementation
all of its parts.

3. The Security Council <ecides that,
fire, negotiations will start between the
aimed at establishing a Jjust and durable

With rerard to the second c¢lause in the d
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t on Cease-Fire
GMT 23 Oct T3 M
er Golda Meir--livel

ble Knesseb:. first of all, forgive me for
was an urgent mecting and I had to stop on

sly on 22 Octaber to respond to the appeal
n and to armounce its readiness to accept
.Council resoiutfon that came in the wake
ng to this draft resolution, the military’
hold the mument the cease-fire goes into
Live is conditional on reciprecify, Our
the Knesset¢ Poreign Affairs and Defense

e Knesset

olution, the Security Council decided the
arties to the present fighting to cease all
y irmediately no later than 12 hours after

onn in Lnle positions they now occupy.

parties concerned to s;art, immediately
of Security Council resolution No 2U2 .in

immediately and concurrently with the cease-

parties concerned under appropriate auspices
peace In the Middle East.

vaft resolution, the government decidad to

e United MNations to include in his sn»ecech

8T The Security Louncil a paraprannh exsld

ininz that our acceptance of this clause

instruct the Israeli representative at t:

is given with the definition nade by Isr3

el when it decided in August 1970 %o

respond to the initiative of the U.S. Goy

arrment recavrdins a cease-fire and as communi-

cated to the United lations on 4 August
in the Knesset on the same day. This hajg

1970 and as stated by the prime minister
also besn conveyed—-to the U.S, Government,

Israelt!s accentance of a cease-firc with

Fzyot is conditional on Erynt!s accceptance,

and is not conditional on Syvrials accenty

nee of a ceoase-ire with Israel and vice

yersa. The government also decided to ¢

arify with the U.S. Goverrment a series of

points eclosaly connected with the substay

a¢ of the Security Council resolution and

ine dates partaining to it,
things, that Lae cencze-~lire annlies to al

It is our imtenticn to clarvify and {unsure, among other
11 rosular fovrces o

Lot ionad on the territory

ef the couniry which accents tha ecense-I}

re, including forees of a fornirn country,

such as the armies of Iraq and Jordan in

rola, as wall as torcees ol othor Arab stiates

which are tanen pirt and are talzins part

In the war.

The cease-fira will also annly to the act

ivity of ivre~rular forens operating arainst

the ..tnl rfrem tarritorins of the stat

no witieh nleden to obonrve the erase~rive,

The conseotive wILl fnaure

the nravensioft of o hloageis and of interiervaence with

Ureo mavication i the Strdn of an -

ardah flop

shivs, dncluding oil tankers, on

their way to Llat,
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- On the arrival of Dr Kissinper!s pla
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fon between the sides' means diroct negotiations.

goes without saying that it is als

necessary to insurc that the proecdures,

mapping and supervision of the cease-

five will be dctermincd by an agreement.

Knesset members: A subject of great

mportance which i{s dear to our hearts is the

releas> of the prisoners of war. The

Government of Israel has deeided to demand the

mutual exchanre ¢f prisoners., We dis

russed this matter with the U.S. Government,

which took part in the initiative far

the cease~fire. I discussed this matcer

estorday wits scercoary of State Dr
. Y

Tissinger. We SPAll In5iSE OB an immediate mutual

exchange of prisoners.

Department Spokesman Mr McCloskey tc
matter that should be allotted prior
prisoners.” We and the Soviet Union

e at Andrews base near Washington, State

d journalists--and I quote: "We believe the
ty after the cease-fire is the exchange of
ave,pledged to make efforts to insure that
tress again that this subjdect is onc of the
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this matter is implemented." And I
main tests of the cease-fire, and we
fire initiators will indeed be imple

{words indistinct] that the pledges of the cease-
ented. '

|
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|

ords about our military position ‘on the Syrian
and Egyptian fronts on the eve of thp cease-fire. The lines we occupy today on the
Syrian front are better than those wek held on 6 October., Not only do we now have
all the area that was under osur control in the past, but our position has also been
inproved greatly by taking the positiions on the ridge of Mount Hermon and on the
frontline to the east--the line whi
better position resting on the strong back of the ridges of Mount Hermon in the north.

Knesset members: I shall say a few

On the Feyntian front, the Egyptian
erossing the canal, but in a-daring |IDF counterattack, our forces succeeded in
taking control once again of a significant part of the eastern canal line and in cap-
turing a vast area west of the canal--an area which opens up both defensive and
offensive pcsgibilities if the need|arises, This developnent deprives tne egyprian
Aroy of the ahility Lo threaten Sinidi anc Isracl with an offensive attacik., It
also deprives the Egyptians of the;ﬁbility to hit essentizli installaiicns ang areas
in our territorw,

The IDF forces west of the canal constitute a strong military base for the develop-
ment of operative operations initiated by us If need be.

With regard to the question of the [cease-fire, U.S., Secrctary of State Dr Kissinger
and his aides care to Israel whi{ijen route from MNoscow to Washington, The visit
was a pona crnpurtunity for a thoroyrh elarification of Issues vwhich arise on the
views in a friendly manner on wh=t

occasion of a coosne~Tire, ant for gn exciunre ol
is about to harren and unat 15 peapt by Israelts response to the anncal of tre U. D,
. Governnment to cccent  a ceasce-lire During this visit we continued and strengthened

the contacts which preceded the Seturity Council resolution,

In all our contacts with the United States, I have learned that not only does the
Mited Staten not have a nlan reocalrdings borders and the other corponcnts of peaceo,
eves that thjso omploving their pgord offices should Iz2ad touard
the varcias thenseives, and tnomsceives alene, should make

Lo [fuiare, Purthoerne I snould strocs that
aigve invemagoion reaching me, the Hoscou talks did net deal

rotha vk is o dne)wded dn the Socuriuvy Counci) rosolution,
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but also that it Lol
- . a sitvation in Wil
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=§;t aernerss I oust A-zlame thab ke ﬁyfian Govisrieat ras not yat responisd to
# coase flre resolutlon,  Vightleg ou tbds fread Lo sontlnaing, ant the IDV will

SFeperate thoere In accordance with iks plians,

As for th= FEgyptian front, tha firing agalnst our for:ns has not yat ceased, Tha JD¥
has been corxtillzd to ast as nuiessary as long as the fleing 2ontinues, At thils tige
I wili only say that we ars ercxining tra betavior of the Igyptiazns while maintalning
rilitary and poittleal alertress, M Forrt sontingss cowbih 3cblvity, we will
consiier ourselves tree Lo ato.t any actson or pove tie situatlorn ray call for,

Honorahrle steakepr: T wili not exsggerate the asscssn=iatls r:gaciing the political
actlvity which precaded tes cvase-flre, At 3any rate, It wss not us vwho made the move
fbr Eféeaseuriref”‘vfon tre2 standpoint of the situation on tne'rronts; trere vwas no
reason for su.h a move on our part, It was not us who initiated the timi and the
clauses of the Security Gouncil risolubtion, Cur foress on the fronts were not in-an
inferior combtat position, As already stated, we saw it to respond to the apreal of

the Tnited1 States ani its fresident, sinca:

Pirst--The State of lsrael by naturve ﬁoes not want war ard does not want the loss of
human life, All the governments of Isra=2l have besn convinced that wars will not
advance peace,

Second--The propesal for a cease-five came a2t a moment when our pcsition was strong on
both frents and at a moment when our galns were valuaclie and justified an acceptance
———————

of a cease.-fire desplte the enemy's gains east of the canal,

Third--we respcnded to the apceali of the United States and itE President cut of

appreciaticn rfor 1ts ecnstructive policy in the “Hudile Hast at trlis time, @real
impcrtanc? 35 antached to cur reshcnse wiltn resacd £ s accnsinuad strepathening of
Israel and eszacially with rogard To the conbingznicn of military and policisal aid

in the wir tr2t was imcesed en us, With regavd to the U,S, military aid, I wculd like
to quote Fresident Nixcen's statewment on 19 Cctceker whan he submitted to Congress his
genercus prcposal regarding the financing or the military shipuents,

I quote: "The steps I have taken reflect my belief that we must adopt these steps
which are necessary for the maintenance of the balance of military power and for the
achlevement of stability in the regilon, In crder to maintain the balance of pcwer,
and thus, to achieve stability, the U,S, Government is ncw supplying military
equipment to Israel in order to fill the 'gaps created in the wake of the fighting,
This is nececssary in order to prevent th# creation of an actual imbalance du= to the
wicde-scale vesupply from the Soviet Union to Syria and Egypt. The cost of replacing
2quipment which is wearing cut and cquintent which was lost by the Israeli Armed
Perces is very high, In the last 12 dayﬁ of the war, the Unlted States approved
shipments to JIsrael of materials ccsting:QSZS million, fucluding transportaticn, The
expensive items which the U.S, government 1s new Supplying to the Israell forces
include conventicnil ammunition of many kinds, air-to-air and air-to-surface mlssiles,
guns, creW-operated weapons and personal weapons, and a varlety of conventional types
cef anmunition for fighter planes, The United States %s also supplying tanks, alrcraft,
cemmunicaticns and other military equipswnt to replace the equipment lost in action,”

Knesset Members: The Arab rulers were put to the test by the Security Council
resolubtdcn, The world will be the witness to learn whether thoy seek peace or the
centinuation of war, The attitude of the Egyptian rulers toward war and the loss of
huean life 15 different fremn ours, You all remewber the Egyptian president's statewant
about his readlness to saeririce milYfons of his people,

N ) + Byﬁéﬁ%&iﬁAI)ﬂeqfhéf o,
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S cn 16 Qctober, uftar the IDF succeeded in est tablishing a bridgehead west of the carnal,
‘ the Egyptian precident spowe with mach bragging and scoffed a cease-fire, He sald, ‘
among otker things-.and I quote: "We are prepared to accept a cease-fivre on the bas i
of the withdrawsil of Tsracli forees freoam all occupled Lerritories 1mme:1ately under
internaticnal nupervision to the lines that existed before 5 June 1967. "

Knesset Members: Only a few days passed and Egyet accepted a cease-fire, lone of ttre
conditicns as fadat set 1in his speech was included in the Security Ceuncil resoluticn

The third clause of the Security Council resolution says--and 1 quote: e Sc*u.ivy

O council decides that immediately and concurrentl; with the cease-fire, negotiaticns

E ﬁ, will start between the parties concerned under appropriate ausplices aimed at establisn-

i ing a just and durable peace in the Middle East,

According to the authcritative veréion given ty the U.S, representatives, the meaning
of negotiaticns betwesn the ‘parties 1s direct ragotiation: betueren Jsracl and its
NeLENDIT T CCNternong 4 Just and durable peuce, Such a clear statement was-net incluced

{ In Security Council resolution No 242, and it is also not included now in this
resolution, But this is the official ipterpretatiop oktained from the hichgsk (.S

sources,
D ——

Not only this, tut the timinc of the negctiaticns was also established in the precent
resolution, “Tre negetiaticns should be heldGimrmediately and ccpncurrepnt vy iil ihe
cease~fire, There is no reed to stress that we attach great importance to clause 3 cf
the Security Council resoluticn (?if) our neighbors will, indeed, fulfill it,

ng with the decisicn for direct negotiations between Israel and Egvrt, which has,

Alon

t TCoiptia Lns cczie £¥oc e ghiuld List Yiie inte esnstdecibicon the pindine csrect of
clause 7 of Sacurity Councill rescluticn regavding the cease-fire, It hoas

H always been thn= pisitiin of the CI"l‘“““L of tsrael--and I ulsoc explainesd tals in rmr

{ Knesset statement th2 iopierentatieon of ~“cdrl.y Copneil
rescliutien o 2.2 celween the parties ard on the bhasis o8
an 2ot

Kressel menbers: No distincticon $hculd be made between clsuse 2 and clause 3 cof tto
Security Counz3l resoiuticn,  The ©.S. ambassader at the United Nations, Mr Sgali,
explaincd the postticn of the Uniied States on the subject--and I qucte: "The secens
clause calls for tre implementation cf the.Security Council resoluticn in all its ports
after the cease-fire., The ccuncil resbers and the parties concerned are very familizr
with Security Ccuncil resolution 242, and there is no need for interpretaticns here,
The ¢)zuse is linyed with clzuse 3, which calls for an immediate start cof negotiaticns

~between the parties cencerned unders apprepriate auspices aimed at establishing a jJust
and durable peace in the Middle Fast," End of quote from the statement of the U.S.
representative at the United Natiens,

Rnesscel menmbers: Isrzel is taking the latest fecurity Council resclutien with all
seriousntss. The cease-fire ani the holdins «+ direci nopsotlations bilween Tsrael ans
the stales which have accepted omi ave miaintalnang the cease-fire--in cther words, a
cease-fire and the c¢fening of direct negotiations for peace--can be a histeric turning
point in develenrents in the Middie Fast--a turning point rrom war to pruace. The
cpening of direct und serlous n potiations can replace the blocdy rcad 1mposed on us
ire the past with & redd that lesds to jeace,

-y mim e

We have aecepted tie coare-fire not oul of veasasss bul Crom s positlan of sioongth,

mad.tary 1nilliative gnd drive. Mo orogald oucr agroersnt Lo lipe Secutaty Cogns 'l
resolution as dn obilgation on us to heldp bring abocut the cihungs whlch tre Teglon
| neear so muci and erethonges heen soaght by the Israeli paeyle and governsont for rsoay

yars,
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v@éange is pnsslhle and impacative and lacrks nothing bubt sfccere readiness on the
ff'o( wur nailghbors.  Hewever, to my repret [ ¢annot brinrg you the good news that

A1gns have already been seen that the Fgypflan Government will ful€sll the pledse 1t

;’fundértook when it agreed tc the cease-fire. Hence, the Government of Israel will act

yﬁﬂy‘as the situaticn warrants.

I have already said (word indistinct} the goverrment decision regarding clause No 2 of
the Security Council resoluticn which discusses the jmplorentation of Security Council
resolution 242. The Arab rulers ostensibly advccate r2soluhion 242, but they undermine
every attempt to advance tcwerd achieving the main aim of the resolution--peace. They
tirst did this by their stubbsrn refusal $6 negotiate with us without preconditions,

and then by gdistcrting the interpretation.and the essent.lal implication of the resolu-

tion. '
L

Mnesset Members: On-various occasions the Government of Israel has formally anncunced
its stand regarding Security Council resovlutlon 282. Gur declaratlons wore made Trom
fnternational platforms and at diplomatic mcetings. We also brought- them to the atten-
tion of the Knesset, the Knesset Poreign Affairs Committee, and the general public.

In August 1970, when a cease-fire was discussed and when we were asked by the U.S.
Government, 1 said then and 1 quote: "lsrael) has anpounced pubiicly thal oubt of its
right to secure ard dezensible borders, it will pot veturn to the parders of June 1967,
Which cposc the state to azgression and which grant decisive advantages to.the
aggressor. Cur stand was and remains that in the absence of peace wk snhall conftiue
to mairtain tne s.tuacion established by the cease-Cure (o 1Yo7]. The cease-fire
lines can cnly be renlaced by secure, reccpnized and acreed Sorders which will be
determined in a pedce treaty., And naturally it was made clazr to all that our firm

..... o aney

stand is stiil maincsiaged resacdins the rival of wagling Jiru

Israel. Iy agr I
u

2lam 2 tha nanital of

-

greeing to the U.S. Governmeat initidtive, IsT2el was not asked nor did_"
it undertare any territorial comuit;ents, Lo tn2 ceatrary, the covernment ol Israel
has received suppavrt Tor its stand that ne Isracli soldier will return frem che cease- "’/
Tire lines until a reciprecal and binding peace agreenent is reached.”

Knesset Members, the terrible war which was imposed on us strengthens our realization
of how vital are defensible borders, for which we will struggle vigorously,

It is worthwhile to remember that since the outbreak of the war on the Day of Atonement,
terrcrist activity nas also resumed {rom the Lebanese brrder. Up to this morning 116
acts of aggression were cavried out within 17 days. Forty-four civilian settlements

i the northern border were attacked and shelled. Some 20 civilians and 6 scldiers

vre kllled or wounded in these attacks. FEResidents of border settlements can rest
assured that the IDP ferces are alert and aware of the situktlion, Despite the active
defensive depleyment in this sphere, 1t has again been proven that defensive activity
alone is naot sufficient to end terrorism. -

Knesset Members, the war we are engaged in started with an premediated attack on both
fronts. The aggressive initiative resulted in initial achievements for our enemies, but
thanks to the strength and spirit of the IDF, which leans cn the entire nation, the

attack was broken, the aggresoars were repulsed, large parts of their forces were
destroyed, atnd the IDP broke throuzh and moved beyoend the cease-fire lines., From

holding actions, our forces moved to the offensive and scored achievements. On both
~fronts our forees are now beyond the ¢ease-tire lines; holding strong positions, and their
spirit is unhroken., The nation 4s united around its army .
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ssracl desires a cease-fire. Israel will honor the cease=«fire on the basis of reciproc-
Israel would wholeheartedly like cease~fire negotiations

_ ity and only on this basis, :
" “fo SLArt Ihmedilatcly tO Tead to peace, Israel is capable of mobilizing the necessary

internal strength in order to advance toward an honorablc peace within defensible bordeps,
We shall be happy if such readiness is to be shown among the people and Government of

Egypt. However, if the Egyptian rulers seek to resume the war, they will rind Israel
prepared, armed and strong. . ' . -

Knesset members, just before I left for Jerusalem I learned that the Egyptian Government
has requested a Sccurity Council meeting. It appears it wants to put blame on Israel

t that belongs to itself. This Egyptian move indicated that the cease-~fire was violated

' premedictedly. Egypt reminds us that we are in war. Not only peace, but alsoc the
maintenance of cease-fire agreements defend on the willingness of both sides. We stiil
hope that Egypt will honor the pledge it undertook only yesterday, but if Egypt
continues.the fighting, Israel will not be able to remain indifferent. _—




