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MIDDLE EAST

‘Situation Report Number 100 o '
: ; : State Dept. revi
e or 535wt CEE

GENERAL

.. 7(All ‘times cited in military paragraphs are Cairo/

Tel Avivftimg, unless otherwise specified.)

)

1. The cease-fire is being honorcd on both fronts
toda¥. Israeli air activity on both fronts was moderdate
and «.':ons;Ls'tc;d- of supply, patrol, and rceconnaissance flights.
Talk of the resumption of hostilities is ncvertheless being
heard from both sides of the cease-=fire lines, -

EGYPTIAN FRONT

. ‘2., The entire front was calm today with only one
ninor incident reported this morning. In that incident,
I§rae11 forces fired warning shots at Egyptian units
reportedly advancing in an area five miles cast of the
%;ttle Bitter Lake. Some of the Egyptians then withdrew,
ne Ul patrol in the area reported machine gun and mortar
fire and was attempting to calm the situation. The inci-

_ dent appears to be minor.
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. SYRIAN “FRONY

. 8. No incidents were reported on the front today as
both sides continue to honor the cease-fire. Isracli air
S activity was at a higher level than yesterday and involved
16 aircraft, but no hostile actions were detected.

. - .
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. 10. A correspondent for the Toronto Star told the
Canadian attache in Beirut that a munity or revolt in a

- Syrian army unit was cguelled today and 33 officers, includ-

ing two generals, werce executed, There is no supporting

v evidence available, although the US attache in Beirut reports

that Syrian army units were unhappy with the ccase-fire.’

:ISRAELI CONCERN ABOUT RESUMPTION OF HOSTILITIES

11, 1Israeli intelligence fears that Damascus, desplte

lts recent war losses, may resume hostilities within the

next few weeks, according to a USDAO cable from Tel Aviv.
The Israelis base thils fear on an alleged Syrian need

. to: save "face". The raport says that Syrian arms inventor-
.les have beon resupplied to pre-war stocks; they estimate
-that some 800 tanks and enough MIG-21s and $SAMs to replace
:1qsses;havc been delivered and hastily. redeployed to opera-
tional units, - This replenishment, the Israclis say, will -
-again offer the Syrians a "tremendous advantage" 1f trained
.tank crews are available and if the operation is implemented
wWithin the next four weeks; after a month, rains and the

resultant muddy conditions will make impossible effective

- military operationsg in the Golan arca.

12. Delivery of all the eqdipment that thec Israelis

claim has arrived is theoretically possible. However,

;the arrival of this muc¢h equipment would have been at the
‘upper limitgs of the estimated tonnages involved and probably
At ‘the expensc of non~delivery of small arms, ammunition, .
‘and othexr expendables. S : . : :

13. President Asad would base any such decision to move

Jdargely on the mood and support he has from the military

and the populace.

‘the majority feeling Im both sectors was favorable to Asad's
actions s0 fur, including his decision to accept a cease-
fire. In time the military »nd the people may gain a clearer
:yiew of Syrian losscs and decide that some of the pre-war
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90n§itions-mu3t be restored, and Asad could be moved to act
in response to pressures from below.

‘14. . Another factor. is the Soviet one. There is one

p;acg with the Soviets, who might xisk more direct involve=
ment ‘in order to protect the Syrians or to restore their
previous territorial holdings.. This view, if also held by
Lhc‘Sleqns could make a major contribution to any new
decision to -act in Damascus. '

L A5, ”Thc Israell Defense Forces, even on the basis of
inCOleete_and uncertain intelligence asscssments, might
ba quick & lgunch a pre-emptive attack on the Syrians to
%201d‘ano;hgr “surprise" attack, even without the spur of
Defense Minister Dayan, whose reputatlion and political
standing could not survive another setback.

it ig-h‘lsrael's General Bar Lev, now returned from war

in Y 1s post as commcrce and industry minister, warned
2 hewspapor interview today that lsrael will be ready

for the next Egyptlan attack if therc is to be one, Israel

was s_.urp.rlsgd:once, he said, but this will not happen again.

‘ 17. 'Bar Lev also seemed to issue a warning to those
§:?€on?lble fgr I§rael's lapse. He bhelieves thgt the govarne
fﬁi .gxould ang will conduct an ingquiry, no matter how pain-
é :r:lntg‘the. mlstgkes-whmch have been committed."

Lgim;i gir force chicf General Ezer Weizman, who joined Bar
be. 5w gniggirgéﬁxé ai@gg hi? Xigw that no mercy should
mistakes, failures or 3i;do{ngs.“mlat§ke$' raiiures or

'18. ‘An Isracli Army spokesman has announced, in the

- - meantime, that the General Staff is bei '
" heé gtressed that the resh O Ao i e
] sse ‘ shuffle had been planned b hh
nwa;vbagan.v He gave no details. P sfore the

EGgPTiAN MILITARY ACTIVITY

© 19, Egypt's refusal today t

: 2P clusal y to grant landing and over-
gl%ght permission for a US airlift of Finnish UNEF soldiers

a??-f?Sfb.Sha:plv with its earlier haste to deploy the foxce
3 qU1ccly aS‘90351ble. It coincides, however, with

. ' &
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' repotts;that Egypt may not want the force deployed along
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Lnes il G G 15 h lled back ta
geage-firc lines until the Israelis have pu
25 October positions. Some observers beliceve that igyptian
efforts, are now dirccted more toward bolstering their

military position than reinforcing the cease-fire, A UN

officder on the scene hags confided his personal estimate

that chances of maintaining the c¢ease-fire are noAmofg-than
50-50. - o | | -

' 20, A.UN official traveling from Ismailia toEc%ngan
Yesterday afternoon reported seéing thrce or four tgige un
convoys headiny toward Ismailia. Each convoy was

six miles long and carried "all sorts of equipment, up to
the heaviest," ' '

21. In the southern sector, relatiyely gey Egypglan
€£roops .are facing the westernmost Israeli positions i ong
the Sugz-Cairo road, accordiny to a UN observer. _Onhy a
small number of Egyptian units are located begweci.t eof
forward Egyptian positions and the main Egyptian line _
defense about 30 miles east of Cairo. _ - -

22. According to the source, the Qispositiogvof the
EqY?tian Eorces‘suggests that any Egypltian gffgpglyﬁ :guld
more likely be launched north of the Israeli bn% gehe a
neay Déversoir, The forces in the southern_sector are in
an éssentially defensive posture,

SADAT MEETINGS |

25- Ciird radio confirmed today that President Sadat

.had met yesterday in Kuwait with Syrian President Asad and

with the ruler of Kuwait, Sheikh Sabah. Sadat and Asad

conferred first in the airport lounge, after which.Asad

returncd to Damascus. A mecting between Sadat and Kuwaitl

1eaders followed, after which Sadat flew to Riyadhtfgisa.
dong meeting with King Faysal this morning. WNo¢ detai

have been given of the quick summitry. Coordination of

Pplans for next week's discussions with Secretary Kissinger

may have been a main item on the agenda, but sincehéssdr
and Sadal are not known to have mct since before the war,
some discussion of that subject must have taken place.

5

- No Objecfion To.Declassification 2009/05/27 : NLN-NSC-665-3-1-3




T ' 25X1
No Objection To Declassification 2009/05/27 NLN-NSC-665-3-1-3 '

! this ggéergégfxlan President Boumediene arxived in Cairo
Uhe s pene Q;, according to an Egyptian news.gervice,
| hava'hﬁﬁnwﬁpﬁi-the visit is not known, but the Alge¥idns
i viéJ“ﬂ?vy witlt Hgypt's acoceptance of the cease=fire
Egyﬁt Bduﬁnd?n Sec?etary Kissinger's impending visit to |
Baype, hafé-ng?figzy h0pe_to persuade President Sadat to
) N tiate o hostiiities?n Israell withdrawal, if not to ini-

'EGYPT

that.égépf%ggogalro Press is exhibiting some misgivings
ISraeli‘w;rgi m representatlions 60 the US to induce an
1be'cdunte5;qp%awa;‘to the 22 Octoher cease-fire lines may

A newgpaper.Zl‘iﬁgcessfully by Israeli pressures. The ,
newspaper Al h:lam comments today that Prime Minister Meir's
Washingtonﬁénaalgas added a new dimension to diplomacy in
e Ingtan an ‘-aves US officials with a choice between
g %hé-?V{ support for Israel and "opposing the ambi-
crons O Ghe Israell military establishment.”" Al-Ahram
el cgg?ents rather t@an direct threats to aid the
paper nohwenr7ce‘ By CHOOSlng the latter option, the
‘internétiéﬂuigé %he US "would preserve its interests in

and. the stagilii;eggeiznddig the unity o%-the western world
. ) ) 5 ' - :

no longer be subject toJAr;beﬂgiazizng:" re would als?

EUROPE

. . 2G. Bri ini
‘ view y@stégégﬁii? Prime Minister Heath said in a press inter-
view yestard %'d&it Europe had a role to play in the urgent

aren of Poncefi*d e East peace, but that it may be in the
initiatiéeg -“ﬁ? Erlvate diplomacy rather than in public
. fob the'Eéfé;Q-?aé also called for a common energy policy

pex ooF e ux pean Community states and for a strengthening

o . rs of the Buropean parliament as part of the

long=-te - ;
_if__jgijEEngggi\fo‘achlove~a common -foreign policy.
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UNITED NATIONS

30. The Security Council will meet informally again

'Eodgy Eo try to rzach agreement on the composition of the
.UN Emergency Force (UNEF). Although the Council may be able

to appreove the participation of Warsaw Pact and NATO mcmbers.
Secretary-General Waldheim is anxious to maintain momentum '
with the addition of forces from Latin America and Asia.

That momentum could be dealt a serious blow, however, if the

~decision for a Canadian logistical support unit is reversed.

1‘{bnal_i.q{ted states have suggested, with Soviet support, a
;o?pxom;se Polish-Canadian logistics unit. Secretary-General
aldheim may be $eeking an alternative Romanian-Canadian:

-unit, although the Soviet Union and Yugoslavia are resist-~

ing 'this proposal. Romania has come under strong pressure

Lf::c:mx Moscow ahd Belgrade to decline a role in UNEE‘J//]

The problem of agreeing upon African contributors was further

7
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complicated today when Liberia--onc of the few African tat:es ‘

that mat Israel's requirement of maintaining diplomatic

ties with it--severed relations with Tel Aviv. The nonaligned
states--which are arguing that Israel should not have a

veto, over contributors--had proposed ycsterday that Liberz.a
and, Ghana be the African rc_presem.ativoa.
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LIBERIA

t

o E 38. 5Pre§identholbcrt'told the US Ambassador this

morning that he had rcluctantly decided thal Liberia must
break relations with Israel. Tolbert said he can no longer
afford to be out of step with his OAU colleagues. Liberia
thus became the 18th African country to break relations
with Israel since the outbreak of hostilities in the Middle

SEast.!

Only six black African governments still retain

ties with Tel Aviv, Israel's staunchest friend in Africa,
Ivory:Coast, is still amony the holdouts, but pressure
on.President Houphouet-Boigny is intense and he may have

to climb on the bandwagon before long.
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