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1. The enclosed Intelligence Information Special Report is a

translation of a TOP SECRET textbook issued by the Soviet General Staff .
Academy in 1974, It deals systematically with all aspects of an offensive
operation that are the direct responsibility of the front command.

Oriented chiefly towards the Western Theater of Operations, the manual
shows no radical departure from previous doectrine. Two items that stand
ont are some fairly straightforward statements on the offensive use of
“special," i.e., chemical or biological, weapons and repeated references to
airborne assault units, which are always associated with helicopter
landings.,
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COUNTRY USSR ' , FIRDB-  312/01997-79
DATE OF DATE ,
INFO, 1974 ‘ 27 September 1979

SUBJECT

Front Offensive Operations

¢ Documentary

Summary:

; The following intelligence report is e translation from Russian of a.
: TOP SECRET textbook prepared for students of the General Staff Academy.
Nearly 20 officers of the Academy faculty had a hand in its preparation,
[ and it deals systematically with all aspects of an offensive operation that

: are the direct responsibility of the front command. Oriented chiefly
: towards the Western Theater of Operations, the manual shows no radical
| departure from previous doctrine: The offensive is expected to advance at
‘ a rate of 40 to 60 kilometers a day, nuclear operations are discussed
separately from conventional ones, constant nuclear readiness is stressed,
and logistics and control are each subjects of entire chapters. Two items
that stand out are some fairly straightforward statements on the offensive
use of ''special," i.e,, chemical or biological, weapons and repeated
references to airborne assault units, which are always distinguished from
the more familiar airborne landing forces and are associated with
helicopter landings. _ : ‘End of Sunmary

Comment :
Although this document is not as recent as the front operations manual
disseminated as FIRDB-312/00013-79, it is being made available for several
-reasons: The areas covered are not identical; the present text bears
evidence of much more thorough preparation and editing; and, being a group
product, it has to represent a larger cross-section of military thinking.
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INTRODUCTION

Like the theory of operational art as a whole, the theory of a front
operation first began to be worked out by Soviet military science in"the
1920's, with due regard for the experience of the First World War and the
Civil War in the USSR,

A prominent role in establishing the fundamentals of Soviet military
science belongs to V. I. LENIN, who developed and enriched Marxist teaching
about war and the army and worked out the scientific theory of armed
defense of the workers' socialist homeland. He formulated the principles
on the class revolutionary nature of Soviet military science, the need to
master all forms and methods of armed conflict in order to achieve victory
over the enemy, on the relation between offense and defense, the axis of
the main thrust, the need to develop in every way possible an emerging
success wntil complete victory, and also on the importance of surprise
actions, the need to consider the balance of forces of both sides, and on
thﬁ:epﬁma‘l'tm‘tm 0f_conaductifig continuous reconnaissance 1w a
modéTn-dgy War. V. I, LENIN revealed and substantiated the significance of
the morzte—factor and the decisive role of the individual in war, the need
for well-organized rear services in order to achieve victory over the
enemy, and a number of other basic problems of military science. All these
principles and instructions of V, I, LENIN underlie the development of the
theory of the front operation.

The theory and practice of front operations have traversed a long and
complex path of development since the moment of their conception., The need
for this development, like the very existence of armed forces in a
socialist state, is caused first of all by the military threat on the part
of imperialism, :

Imperialism is the main source and primary cause of the occurrence of
wars, In the lifetime of only a single generation it brought down upon
mankind two devastating world wars. And under present-day conditions the
foreign policy of imperialism is unfailingly affirming its reactionary,
aggressive nature., Thus, in the years since the Second World War, the
imperialists have unleashed more than 30 wars and armed conflicts of
varying size. This forces the Soviet state to combine its peaceful policy
with a further strengthening of the country's defense might and to see to
it that its armed forces have at their disposal the most modern means for
protecting the homeland and that they constantly maintain military theory
at the proper level,
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The development of military science, including the theory and practice
of a front operation, is decisively influenced by the leading role of the
Commmist Party of the Soviet Union, by the level of the economy of our
state and the technical equipping of the armed forces, by the principles of
Soviet military strategy, by the status and trend of development of the
ammed forces of our probable enemies, and by their views on the conduct of
military actions.

Modern war involves all areas of the state's activities. In one way
or another broad masses of the population participate in it., Along with
military actions, the struggle is also conducted in the area of economics,
policy, ideclogy, etc., Therefore, only by combining into a single organ
the control of all the state's activities during a war is it possible to
conduct it in the most successful manner,

In the years of the Civil War and during the Great Patriotic War of
1941 to 1945, all the victories of the Soviet Armed Forces were achieved
primarily as a result of the Commmist Party's vast organizing, mobilizing,
and directing activities. And under present-day conditions, there is not a
single major matter in military development, including the c'levelopment of
Soviet military science, in which the Central Committee and the Politburo
of the Commmist Party of the Soviet Union would not be directly imvolved.
In the historically short period of time of the existence of the Soviet
state, it is due to the direction of the Commmist Party that the
sociopolitical foundation and materiel-technical base to continuocusly
increase the defense capability of the country were established. The
development of military equipment, weapons, and Soviet military art, the
training of officer cadres and indoctrination of personnel, and all life
and activities of the Army and Navy are under its direct control,

The scientific and technical progress caused by the rapid development
of nuclear physics, radioelectronics, ybernetics, and many other sciences
and the continuous growth of the country's economy in the postwar period
have made it possible to equip all branches of the armed forces with
nuclear weapons and new means for delivering them to targets and have
ensured the quantitative growth and qualitative improvement of conventional
types of weapons, as well as the introduction into the troops of means of
automation snd radioelectronic warfare., All of this has significantly
raised the combat capabilities of the formations and large units of all
branches of the armed forces and branch arms and it has led to radical
changes of views on the methods of conducting war, operations, and combat
actions and, essentially, to a revolutionary transformation in all the
areas of 'military science.
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The nature of present-day operations has also changed. They differ
from the operations of the last war by a sharp increase in the decisiveness
of objectives and in spatial scope, by rapid changes in the operational
situation, by the appearance of new methods of conducting combat actions, !
by the variety of conditions of their initiation and conduct, and by an
increase in the significance of firm and continuous control of troops and
of their cooperation and comprehensive support.

Strategy, being the higher area of military art, also has a direct
influence on the development of operational art as a whole and on the
development of the theory of front operations in particular. It involves
the theory and practice of the training of armed forces for war, the
planning and conduct of war, the employment in war of the branches of the
armed forces, and the control of them. Strategy reflects the policy of our
Party in the area of the defense of the country, which is expressed in the
plans for preparation of the cowmntry and the armed forces to disrupt an
aggressor's attack and defeat him with all the available forces and means
of the Soviet state and the friendly socialist countries. ’

In accordance with the principles of the military doctrine of our
state, Soviet military strategy at present believes that the objectives of
a future war can be achieved by carrying out a system of operations and

combat actions of the different branches of the armed forces and, in a
nuclear war, nuclear strikes of the Strategic Rocket Forces.

In the continental part of a theater of military operations, one of

the principal forms of strategic actions is the strategic operation. Its
objective will be the rout of groupings of the enemy's armed forces to the
entire depth of the theater, seizure of the main areas of his territory,
and removal from the war of individual states or a group of states of the
enemy coalition,

Integral parts of a strategic operation may be nuclear strikes of the
%;ra;:egic F]}_ocket Forces, initial and subsequent offensive operations of
ronts, air operdtions of Long Range Aviation, operations of the Navy,
airporne landing operstions, and combat actions of the Air Defense Forces
of the Country. :

Consequently, the front offensive operation, which is being examined
in this textbook, is an integral part of a strategic operation in a theater
of military operations, It is the sum total of strikes, coordinated as to
target, time, and place, with nuclear weapons, special weapons, and
conventional means of destruction and of a swift attack of front troops to
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achieve an operational or strategic objective.

The content and conditions of the initiation and conduct of a front
offensive xeration are closely bound up with the scale and nature of the
war and with the methods by which an aggressor unleashes it.

Soviet military strategy is based on the fact that contemporary wars,
depending on their scale, can be local, i.e., limited to the participation
of two or several states, or world wars -- those between two systems of
states into which a significant part or even all of the countries of the
world will be drawn. According to the means of conducting them, wars can e
be both with the use of nuclear weapons and with the use of only "L/\
conventional means of destruction, - v

Local wars of individual capitalist states against individual
socialist states will more than likely be conducted with the use of
conventional weapons only. A world war between several capitalist and
socialist states may begin with the use of only conventional means of
destruction, Subsequently, in a crisis situation the belligerents may use
tactical nuclear weapons against individual groupings of troops and
installations. However, it should be borne in mind that any variant of the
limited use of nuclear weapons harbors the danger of going over to massed
employment of the entire arsenal of nuclear means. In this connection, our
troops must be constantly prepared to respond with all our nuclear might to
the enemy's limited use of nuclear weapons.

A world war between the capitalist and socialist states with unlimited
use of nuclear weapons and other means of warfare may begin with massed
nuclear strikes by both sides, or it can arise as the continuation of a war
begun with conventional means of destruction.

In order to correctly determine the trends in the development of the
theory of the front offensive operation and develop the most effective
methods of repelling an aggressor and routing an enemy during a front
operation, we must take into consideration the condition of the probable
enemies' armed forces, their views on conducting military actions, and
their strong and weak points.

At present our probable enemies, primarily the US and their NATO
partners, have all the modern means of armed warfare at their disposal.
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As for their views on conducting military actions, they result from
the aggressive essence of the policies and strategy of imperialism. The
imperialist states have not resigned themselves to the loss of their
influence and strategic positions in important areas of the world and they
do not intend to give up their aggressive endeavors. The policy of
deterrence expressed in the military strategy of ''realistic deterrence,"
which was adopted by the United States in 1971, has been the basis of their
relations toward the Soviet Union and the countries of the socialist b
commonwealth, This strategy is a sort of modernization of the strategy of :
"flexible response’’ adopted in 1967 and the 'Nixon doctrine' proclaimed in
1969, As the Report of the Central Committee of the CPSU to the XXIV
Congress of our Party pointed out, the adoption of the strategy of :
"realistic deterrence" is_a result of the fact that the imperialist states
are now being forced to adapt to the new conditions of the international -
situation, to seek new forms and methods of attaining their aggressive
goals, and to develop the corresponding political and military strategy.

/

%ccﬁo’x;cmxg_m_xhe_ﬂmtegy‘_oj_ufjrealis;j._c deterrence," it is assumed

that a nuclear war in Europe will be conducted without using the strategi
nuclear forces of the US, The Tatter "'guarantees  'the European NATO \
partner cotntries the "support of a nuclear shield,” but requires a maximm'
mobilization of resources from them and a buildup of their military
potential in order to conduct all types of wars. At the same time, the
European NATO member countries, not having any particular confidence in the
American 'nuclear shield," are expressing their desire for the creation of
'"European nuclear forces,' which would lead, of course, to a sharp increase
in the nuclear potential of our probable enemies and to the aggravation of
international tension. '

According to the views of the military-political leadership of the US
and NATO, two types of war are possible between the NATO member cowntries
and the countries of the socialist commonwealth: a general nuclear war or
a 1;’mited war (a war which does not reach the scale of a general nuclear
war) .

When conducting major exercises, the NATO command studies two possible
variants of the outbreak of a general nuclear war. The first variant is
when the US and its NATO allies are the first to carry out a nuclear
attack, beginning with a surprise preemptive missile/nuclear strike. For
its successful development they envisage carrying out offensive operations

"to & great depth. According to the second variant, NATO ground forces
-initially carry on defensive actions with the use of conventional weapons,
while missile/nuclear forces and delivery aircraft are kept in combat
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readiness and carry out a nuclear attack should the outcome of the border
engagement be unfavorable.

A limited war, according to the views of the NATO command, is an aymed
conflict in which the belligerents pursue limited political and strategic
objectives. When they do, the limitations may be in respect to the number
of participating comtries, the area of mhtary actions, and the means for
conducting the war, It is believed that in such a war the opposing sides
will endeavor to conduct combat actions with the use of conventiongl means
of destruction only, particularly in the initial stage of the conflict, or
else with limited use of tactical nuclear weapons. At the same time, when
8 limited war is enlarged in scale, it can develop into a general nuclear
war within a definite interval of time.

While carrying out an active peace policy, the Commmist Party of the
Soviet Union is doing everything to deter new wars and to eliminate them
from the life of human society. As & result of this, at the begimning of
the 1970's some success was achieved in relaxing international tension and
;in stamping out the hotbeds of war m Southeast Asia, Hindustan, and the

ear East.

At the same time, taking into consideration imperialism's threat to
unleash a new world war, our Party, the Central Committee, and the Soviet
Goverrment are not relaxing their efforts to strengthen the Armed Forces of
the USSR, As written in the Program of the Party, "the CPSU believes it
necessary to maintain the defense might of the Soviet State and the combat
readiness of its Armed Forces at a level which ensures the decisive and
complete rout of any enemy who dares to encroach upon the Soviet homeland."

N—

It follows from the brief analysis of the principles of Soviet

military strategy and of the views of our probable enemies that a front

offensive operation can be carried out under diverse conditions. Tt can be |

initiated and conducted both with the use or without the use of nuclear

weapons, or it can be initiated and conducted for some time with the use of |

only conventlonal means of destruction and then develop mto actions w1th
the limited or unlimited use of nuclear weapons. —

-

i
i

g

Depending on the methods by which an aggressor unleashes a war and the :

conditions of the situation, a front can begin an offensive operation with .

a surprise attack against the enemy under the conditions of an operational ! ‘

" ‘troop deployment which has been or is being completed and also after part
-of the forces have repelled an enemy attack (invasion). At the beginning
of the operation the troops may negotiate the enemy forward security zone
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(cover zone), break through a defense 1line he has occupied hastily or in
advance, or conduct a meeting engagement with an enemy who has gone over to
the offensive, :

Each operation will have its own peculiarities and when being prepared
and implemented it will require in-depth analysis and thorough
consideration of the specific conditions of the situation and manifestation
of intelligent initiative and creativity in the activities of the command
and staffs of all levels.

Within the context of a strategic operation in a theater of military,
operations, a front usually carries out a first and subsequent offensive
operations. The basic problems of the preparation and conduct primarily of
the w Operation aré SEt forth in this textbook in accordance
with the program of hiSTTuction for academy studemts. —————

The development of the textbook has been based on the requirements of
the orders of the Minister of Defense of the USSR concerning the training
of the Armed Forces of the USSR, on the directives of the General Staff
concerning the operational training of staffs, and also on the views which
have now evolved in the Soviet Armed Forces on the preparation and conduct
of front offensive operations,

The textbook examines the problems of the preparation and conduct of a
front offensive operation as they apply to the conditions of the Western
Theater of Military Operations. At the same time, certain peculiarities of
offensive operations in other theaters are also briefly considered, i

Here it should be borne in mind that the_recommendations set forth in \/
the textbook cannot be regarded as immutable. By virtue of objective laws,
Soviet operational art is continuously developing, and views on the
problems of front operations change accordingly. Therefore, in practical , v/

work the doctrines of the textbook have to be applied in a creative mamner
with due regard for the changes that are occurring and the specific
conditions of the situation. -
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CHAPTER 1

GENERAL PRINCIPLES
OF A FRONT OFFENSIVE OPERATION

1. Role and place of the front in a strategic operation in
a theater of military operations

The front, as an operational formation of the Ground Forces, was first

established organizationally in the Russian Army during the First World War
of 1914 to 1918. Establishment of a front formation was dictated by the
conduct of combat actions with massive armies over large areas, by the
appearance of more improved, and for that time new, means and methods of
conducting a war, and also by the requirements for centralized troop
control, At that time, front formations were designated to accomplish
operational-strategic and even strategic tasks,

In the Red Army, fronts were estgblished during the Civil War in the
autumn of 1918 (the NoTthern, Southem, and Eastern Fronts in September,
the Western Front in November), At first they were designated to
accomplish strategic tasks, but as the scale of the war and the number of
fronts subsequently increased they began to be entrusted mainly with
operational -strategic tasks.

In the Great Patriotic War of 1941 to 1945, front formations were
designated to fulfil operational tasks, and only In individual cases did
they accomplish strategic tasks -- for example, the 1st Ukrainian Front in
the Lvov-Sandomierz operation in June to August of 1944, and the Karelian
Front in the Petsamo-Kirkenes operation in October to November of 1944,

The achievement of strategic objectives was usually entrusted to a group of
fronts.

The combat capabilities of the front sharply increased in the postwar
period in comnection with the rapid development of nuclear weapons,
various-purpose missiles, aircraft, tanks, artillery, and the complete
motorization of troops., The present-day front is a higher-level
operational formation of the Ground ForceS and it is designated to
accomplish both operational and strategic tasks in a theater in cooperation
with the Strategic Rocket Forces, with large units and formations of Long
Range Aviation, with the Navy, and with the Air Defense Forces of the
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Country.

The role of the front in a strategic operation in a theater of
military operations, 1.e., the level of its participation in routing enemy
armed forces, depends upon the concept of this operation, the objective of
the front operation, the content of the combat tasks of the front, its
combat strength, the scale of employment of nuclear weapons, the nature of
the cooperation with formations of other branches of the ammed forces and
with adjacent fronts, and also the conditions of the theater of military
operations and other factors.

When examining the role of the front in a strategic operation, it is
_ first of all necessary to take into consideration the sharp increase in
recent years of the capabilities of its nuclear means and conventional

weapons .

Nyg_l_e_al_neﬂponsmlhiprmnpalignd most powerful means of
destroying an enemy. In their destructive and ruinous effect, these

weapons are many times superior to conventional means of destruction. They
hit troops and produce destruction over a large area in an extremely short
time, literally calculated in seconds and minutes. Suffice it to say that

in order to incapacitate the sheltered personnel of an enemy motorized y
infantry battalion situated over an area of

and to inflict casualties of] ~|it is necessary to use only
one nuclear warhead with a| | whereas to inflict such
destruction on a battalion with conventional aviation weapons will require
the use of no less than two bomber air divisions.

The radius at which personnel situated in the open are incapacitated

from the burst of a nuclear warhead with a | j

of

course, the radii at which pefsonnel and combat equipment are destroyed
from bursts of more powerful nuclear warheads considerably exceed those
cited above (see Table 3 on page 38), :

In essence, a revolutionary leap in all areas of military science has
occurred as a result of the wide-scale introduction of nuclear weapons into
all branches of the armed forces in the past one-and-a-half to two decades.
The strategic nuclear forces.-established under the direction of the
Commmist Party of the Soviet Union, especially the Strategic Rocket
Forces, and also the nuclear means of fronts and fleets have become the

TOP\ec\RET
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fundamental and decisive means of routing any aggressor in a nuclear war.
In his book On Guard for Peace and the Building of Commmism, the Minister
of Defense of the USSR writes about the question of the role of nuclear
weapons: 'We realize that missile/nuclear weapons will be the decisive

means of armed warfare in a future world war, if one is unleashed by the
imperialists,'*

The means available within a front for the delivery of nuclear weapons
to targets -- operational-tactical™and tactical ballistic missiles, front
aviation delivery sircraft, and artillery using nuclear warheads -- ensure
the infliction of decisive destruction on the enemy throughout the depth of
the operational disposition of his forces and means over the entire |
offensive zone. In the initial nuclear strike, a front can potentially d
destroy all the detected operational-tactical missITe/Nuclear means and wp |\
to 15 divisions of ground forces, incapacitate nuclear warhead depots, the
control posts of army corps, of field and air amies, and of an army group, -
and the most important aviation and air defense warning, guidance, and i
control centers, partially destroy tactical aircraft on airfields, and ‘
neutralize a large part of the surface-to-air missile batteries of the

enemy.

In & strategic operation in a theater of military operations when
nuclear weapons are used, a front will have to carry out with its own
nuclear means the rout of the principal forces of a directly opposing
enemy, complete the rout of those enemy groupings against which strikes
have been delivered with strategic nuclear means, and also rout enemy
groupings which have not been hit by these means in the depth of the
theater of military operations. In an operation conducted with the use of
conventional means of destruction only, a front carries out within its own
zone the rout of all enemy forces to the efitire depth of their disposition.

Consequently, in a modern strategic operation conducted both with the
use of nuclear weapons and with the use of only conventional means of
destruction, fronts have the leading role in routing enemy armed forces in
the continental part of a theater., And when accomplishing such important®
tasks as the seizure of individual operational-strategic areas of enemy
territory and the interdiction of their subsequent utilization for
conducting armed warfare, fronts play a decisive role, since, as higher
operational formations of The ground forces, they have the necessary forces
and means at their disposal for this.

-------------------------

* A, A, GRECHKO, On Guard for Peace and the Building of Commmism, Moscow,

1971, pege 55.
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aunchers and control eoggi. When repelling an enemy massed rald, the
€ 1ion up to -thirds of the enemy aircraft in a front zone falls
to the fighter aviation and .air defense forces of a front. Consequently,

fronts in a theater will have a very important role also in an air
operation to rout the aviation and missile/nuclear groupings of the enemy.

. The place of a front in a strategic operation in a theater of military
operations depends ofi 1ts position within the strategic dispesition of
troops. With the initiation of a war it can attack aS part of the troops
of the first operational echelon or it can be in the second echelon and be
committed to the engagement during the war,

The offensive operations of first-echelon fronts will have an enormous
influence on the success of a strategic operation -- and in a non-nuclear

. war, a decisive influence -- since the rout of the principal forces of the
‘enemy's strategic grouping in a theater -- including his missile/nuclear

means, tactical aviation, troops of army groups, and deep reserves -- is
achieved as a result of the conduct of front operations.

While operating in the second echelon, a front may, depending on the
concept of the strategic.operation, conduct an olffensive operation on the
axis of the main or secondary thrust, in the center or on the flank of the
strategic grouping of troops in the theater. Thus, for example, in the
Belorussian Strategic Operation in June to August of 1944, the 2nd
Belorussian Front advanced on the Mogilev operational axis and was the link
between the 37d and 1st Belorussian Fronts, which accomplished the main
tasks in that operation while deliveTing attacks against the flanks of the
German-Fascist Army Group 'Center." In the East Prussian Strategic
Operation in January 1945, the 2nd Belorussian Front played the main role,
since it delivered the deepest thrust from the area to the north of Warsaw
to Danzig, cutting off Army Group 'North," which was operating in East
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Prussia, from the main forces of the German-Fascist troops in Germany,
which was of decisive importance to the success of this strategic
operation, '

A front of the second operational echelon usually moves forward to a
theater from the interior of the country and it is committed to the
engagement on the axis of the main thrust., The substance of its tasks may
include exploitation of success in a strategic offensive, rout of enemy
reserves in the depth of the theater, disruption of his intentions to go
over to a counteroffensive or establish a stable defense on a strategically
important line, and removal from the war of any one country of the enemy
coalition, etc. A

Success in a strategic operation is achieved by the joint efforts of
the different branches of the armed forces and branch arms. In so doing,
formations and large wnits accomplish their tasks in the context of the
strategic operation in a theater of military operations with due regard for
the interests of the operations of fronts, while exerting favorable
influence on the successful accomplistment of the tasks set for them,

Thus, the Strategic Rocket Forces and Long Range Aviation, with
nuclear strikes against enemy missile/nuclear means, against the home
airfields of tactical and strategic aviation, against the enemy's deep
reserves, his mobilized contingents, and his important control posts, can
disrupt or considerably weaken the enemy's nuclear strikes, change the
balance of forces and means in a theater in our favor, and thereby create
favorable conditions for conducting a front offensive with troops at high
rates of advance and for achieving the objective of the operation within
shorter time limits.

The actions of naval forces to destroy aircraft carrier and
missile-carrying forces of the enemy, deliver strikes against his shore

:’.nstallationsg as well as to cover the coastal flank of the attacking W

troops from the action of missile-artillery ships of an enemy fleet from
the seaward side and participate in putting amphibious landing forces
ashore will render vital assistance to a front in the rout of an enemy
coastal grouping, in the seizure of islands and straits, and in the
accamplishment of other tasks on a coastal axis, =~

Large-scale airborne landing forces employed according to the plan of
the Supreme High Command will assist a front in the rout of deep reserves,
the seizure of important enemy installations, or in the negotiation of
large natural obstacles, '
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Large units and formations of the Air Defense Forces of the Country,
fulfilling their own tasks in cooperation with front air defense troops to
weaken the enemy aviation grouping, contribute to preservation of the
combat effectiveness of front troops and create favorable conditions for
front formations and large units to successfully conduct the offensive.

In its twrn, the successful conduct of the offensive operation by a v
front will have a great influence on the operations and combat actions of
the formations and large units of other branches of the armed forces.

Thus, for instance, the neutralization of enemy air defense means and the
destruction of his ayiation on airfields and in the air by Iront forces
will contribute to the fulfilment of tasks by Long Range Aviation, and --
on_a _coastal axis =~ by the Navy. The rout of an enemy coastal grouping by
front troops, the Seizure, in conjunction with our naval forces, of straits
Zones, ports, and naval bases, as well as the destruction by the front of
that enemy aviation which can deliver strikes against our naval forces at
their basing points and at sea, will have great significance for the
success of the combat actions of the naval forces., 'The destruction of the
strike forces of enemy tactical aviation on airfields and in the air by
front means, as well as the joint actions of front air defense troops with
Targe units of the Air Defense Forces of the Country when repulsing the
strikes of enemy aviation will have a favorable influence on the successful
accomplishment of the tasks of the Air Defense Forces of the Country.

A front offensive operation can be conducted in different conditions
of theaters of military operations: on internal operational axes or on
coastal axes; on axes accessible for actions of all branch arms; or on
difficult terrain in mountain, desert, northemn, and other areas. Because
of the specific conditions of theaters, each offensive operation will have
its own tKecu.l:‘u;,rities with regard to its objectives, the tasks of the
front, the composition of its troops, and the methods of conducting the
operation.

2. Objective of an offensive operation and the tasks of a front

The objective of an offensive operation is the final result which a
front must achieve when conducting a given operation in military,
_political, economic, and other fields. All the efforts of the troops and
‘a1l the creative activities of the command, staffs, political organs, and
“rear services of a front are directed toward its achievement.
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The objective of an offensive operation and the tasks of a front are
determined by the Supreme High Command. They depend on many factors,
primarily on the political objectives of a war, the concept of the
str_aaggiﬁcﬁg;er,aﬁm_m_the_qmggzgr, and the strength and nature of actions
Ofr e X © e me e s e SRR s e T e

The political objectives of a war, as is well known from LENIN's
teaching, arise directly from the policy of a state under given historical
conditions. Giving concrete expression to the Marxist conception of the
essence of wars and their class nature, V. I, LENIN revealed the
correlation between war and policy: 'With reference to wars, the main
thesis of dialectics... consists in this,.. that 'war is 511_@' 1Iz1 the '
continuation of a policy by other (i.e., violent) means... that was
always the point of view of MARK and ENGELS, who régarded every war as the

continuation of the policy of given interested powers -- an
oF the different classes within them -- at a given time.'™*

The political leadership of WWV&S
of a war, ifi case the imperialist aggressors unleash ofe, asis of a
comprehensive analysis of the conditions of the international situation and
the policy of the CPSU. They have a direct influence on the objective of a
strategic operation in a theater of military operations and on the
objectives and tasks of front operations. When determining the objectives
and tasks of front operations, the Supreme High Command, in a most careful
mammer, takes Into consideration the arrangement of the enemy's class and
military forces in a theater, the nature of the international and internal
policy of each state of the hostile coalition which is located on the aXis
of the offensive of this or that front, and also the existing
contradictions -- territorial, economic, national, etc. -- between the
states of the aggressive blocﬂ

International duty and the liberating mission of the Soviet Armed
Forces will often have a decisive influence on determinstion of the content
of ‘the objective of a front operation. The offensive operations of fronts.
of the Soviet Army to Iiberate Bulgaria, Poland, and Yugoslavia in 1937 and
the operation of the lst Ukrainian Front to render assistance to Prague,
the capital of Czechoslovakia, in 1945 are striking examples of such
influence, ‘

.........................

* Vv, I. LENIN, Complete Works, Volume 26, page 224.
TSFX;EEET
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The concept of a strategic operation has a direct influence on the
objective of a front operation. It is the concept that defines for the
front which grouping of the enemy is to be routed and in what sequence,{gnd
what territory of his is to be seized by what time period. In one case the
front will be required to carry out the rout of an enemy grouping in the
continental part of a theater; and in another case, to rout a coastal
grouping, seize a straits zone, and support the removal of naval forces to

the open see.

When defining the objective of an offensive operation and the tasks of
a front, one takes into consideration the strength of the enemy it is to
rout. Thus, in the Western Theater of Military Operations, where the
principal mass of troops of the aggressive NATO bloc is located, a front
may be opposed by an army group which even in peacetime is made up of 10 to
12 combat-ready divisions, including several tank divisions, 120 to 150 or
more operational-tactical and tactical ballistic missile launchers, 100 to
200 atomic artillery gumns, 3,000 to 3,200 tanks, 1,700 to 1,800 field
artillery guns and mortars, 600 to 800 combat aircraft, 200 to 450 of which
are nuclear weapons delivery aircraft, and 500 to 600 antitank guided
missile launchers. But by the beginning or in the first days of a war the
enemy can potentially increase this grouping approximately 1.5 to two times
by carrying out mobilization measures or regrouping troops to the front
“zome from other axes. During an offensive on castal axis, 2 T will

also be opposed by en orces, whose principal striking power
c T ssile submarines.

In other theaters, the enemy grouping in the front zone can be
different both in troop strength and technical equipping. For example, in
the Southwestern or Middle East theaters of military operations the enemy
will have fewer nuclear means, aircraft, tanks, artillery, and air defense
means as compared to a grouping in the Western Theater, while the Eastern
Theater will be characterized by the large numerical strength of ground
forces persormmel not too badly armed but poorly equipped technically. The
difficult physical and geographical conditions for an offensive in these
theaters must be taken into consideration -- conditions which can
essentially cogensate for the insufficient provision of enemy troops with
weapons and combat equipment, The front will be required to employ such
methods of action and measures for support of the operation as will
rghinimize the negative effect of the physical and geographical conditions of

e theater, '
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Thus, when defining the objective of an offensive operation and the
tasks of a front, diverse factors and ¢onditions are taken into
consideration in their totality and interdependence.

The specific content of the objective of a front offensive operation
is first of all to rout all the enemy's forces in the front zone -- his
growpings of missile/nuclear means, ground forces, tacty cal aviation, and
air defense forces and means -- and to seize important areas of his
territory. In addition, under present-day conditions the presence in
theaters of military operations of coalitions of enemy states which are
interconnected politically and economically and make aggressive military

up

blocs makes it necessary to inz;l-ude-.in-the_c%t{ggg of the objective of a
front operation.the removal from the war of individual states of the enémy
coalition in order to_thereby break up the stability of the entire enemy

aggressive bloc and create conditions for defeating it rapidly.
e . -

Consequently, the objective of a front offensive operation is to rout
the enemy's groupings of missile/nuclear means and groupings of ground
forces and aviation, disrupt his mobilization measures, seize important
areas of his territory, and remove individual states of the enemy coalition
from the war,

—————y,

If, for example, one takes into consideration that in the Westemn
Theater of Military Operations the total depth of the disposition of the
troops, forces, and means of an army group and the basing of enemy tactical
aviation may reach 400 to 500 kilometers, while the territory on which the
reserves of the high command~and the large units of the national troops of
the states of the enemy coalition are situated reaches a depth of as much
as 600 to 800 kilometers, then, comsequently, the objective of a front
offensive operation in this theater may be achieved at a depth of 600 to
800 kilometers. The depth of a front offensive operation is mainly
determined by this. ' —s

The objective of an offensive operation is determined as the same for
conducting the operation both with the use of nuclear weapons and with the
use of only conventional means of destruction. This is first of all due to
the singleness of the objective of the strategic operation, the identical
composition of the front and the opposing enemy forces which have to be
routed, and also to the fact that it is difficult to foresee with

~ sufficjent accuracy in advance which weapons will be used at the begimning 4
"'of and during the conduct o Cle : T T
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In an offensive operation with the use of nuclear weapons, the
objective is achieved through the delivery of nmuclear strikes by the
Strategic Rocket Forces and those of the front, aviation, and artillery
using nuclear warheads in combination with strikes using conventional means
of destruction against the most important enemy groupings of nuclear means,
ground forces, aviation, and other targets to the entire depth of their
disposition and with the timely exploitation by front troops of the results
of the nuclear strikes through a rapid and continuéus offensive. In an .
operation where only conventional weapons are used, the objective is
achieved through strikes by rocket troops and aviation and the use of all K
the power of artillery fire in combination with a decisive offensive by
front large mits and formations to SUCCESSiVELY TOUt enemy groupings &3

well as a timely buildup of attacks on selected axes.
m\.—“

To achieve the assigned objective, the Supreme High Command defines
for & front the tasks of the initial nuclear strike and an immediate and a
subsequent task (Appendix 1). Determination of the sequence of the
execution of tasks is dictated by the need for specific and purposeful
planning of the use of available forces and means and for efficient
organization of the cooperation of troops within the front, with the
formations and large units of different branches of the armed forces, and
with adjscent units according to task, time, and place and also by the need
for careful glanning and implementation of measures for comprehensive
support of the combat actions of the troops in the operation,

The substance of the tasks of the initial nuclear strike of a front is
to destroy the enemy's operational-tactICal and tactical nuclear at
means, to inflict decisive damage on the principal groupings of his troops,

_aviation, and air defense forces and means, and to destroy the most

important control posts and rear services installations., The Supreme High
Command can indicate the depth of delivery of the initial nuclear strike by
the front or the demarcation line between strikes of strategic and front
nuclear means, as well as the areas in the front zone in which enemy
targets are to be destroyed by the means of the Supreme High Command.

The immediate task of a front is to destroy the enemy's nuclear attack
means, defeat the principal Torces of his opposing troops and tactical

aviation, and seize the most important areas of territory or targets whose
capture_achieves impairment of the enemy's operational staEility_ and brings
about Favorable conmmmm%aﬂm the depth of
the theater at high rates of advance. The depth of the immediate task of a
front can reach 250 to 350 kilometers or more.
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During execution of the immediate task, in its own zone a front is
required to carry out the rout of the enemy's operational-tactical and
tactical missile/nuclear means, the main forces of his army group, his
allied tactical air force, and his air defense means and also to disrupt
his mobilization measures in the operational depth, Front troop actions
during the execution of the immediate task must be ca¥ried out with such
determination as to givg the enemy no opportunity to withdraw his troop
into the depth or sub}’%i?ém of his defense. @ T

The subsequent task usually includes the destruction of newly-detected
nuclear attack means ol the enemy, the rout of his deep reserves, the
seizure of important areas and targets in the depth of the theater of
military operations, and the achievement of the objective of the front
offensive operation., The depth of the subsequent task can reach 350 to 500 -
kilometers. The enemy can set up nuclear means, reserves, and additional
aviation forces in the depth of a theater of operations both through the
conduct of mobilization measures and through a regrouping of these forces
and means to the zone of the front from other axes and even from other
theaters. In this connection] during the operation front troops will be-
faced with the task of disrupting enemy attempts to commit fresh forces to
the engagement in an organized manner.

The substance of the immediate and subsequent tasks of a front may
also include the seizure of major administrative and political centers, the
capital of a state, or an important industrial area; the assault crossing
of wide water obstacles; the removal of individual states of an enemy
coalition from the war; and so forth,

During a front offensive on a coastal axis the substance of the
front's tasks will include the rout of the enemy coastal grouping, the
seizure of a straits zonme, individual islands, naval bases, ports, and
other important installations and areas, and also the organization and
conduct of the defense of the seized coastline, '

During an offensive operation the substgnce of the immediate and
subseqq,e_r_l;_mks_san_be\%hin%eg and revised when necessary, depending on
the results of the use of nuclear weapons and conventional means of
destruction and on_the success of the offensive of front attack groupings,
and also as a resuit of changes in the overall situation on the given
operationdl &xis. However—suelrT8VIsions will be justified only iI they
lead t0 a more rapid defeat of the enemy and achievement of the objective
of the operation, : ’
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3. Scope of an offensive operation

The scope of an offensive operation is understood to be the indices of
its idth of zone, daily average rates of advance of t and
duration of the operation. € scope o offensive operation is
deterﬁiﬁéﬁ“ﬁ?‘tﬁgBSﬁpfeme High Command which, along with the objective of

an operation and the tasks of a front, also indicates the time limits for
their fulfilment and the offensive zone.

The indices of the scope of an offensive operation are not constant,
They depend on the concept of the strategic operation, the objective of the
front operation and the tasks of the front, the availability of the forces
and means in the front, the strength and nature of actions of the enemy,
the physical and geographical conditions of the theater, and the materiel
support of the operation. The tasks to be accomplished by an adjacent

_front (fleet) have considerable influence on the scope of an operation.

Sociopolitical conditions -- the attitude of the population and army of the
enemy toward the war, the mutual relations between the national armies of
the hostile coalition, and other things -- also have an influence.

Below are listed data on the scope of severalvfront offensive
operations of the Soviet Army according to the experience of the Great
Patriotic War and postwar views (Table 1).
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Indices of the scope of geveral front offensive operstions according
to ths experiencs ox the Creal TAtsiotic War and postwar views

No, l\ml of Operation Depth, widsh of !mntmn, Average rates
i kilometers| :zome, |davs of advance,
' | kilometers | kn per day
Agcording to the experience of she Great Patriotic War
1 Klin-Solnechnoger 70-100 17 15 67
(Western Front,
T M
2 Stalingred ’Soumwoﬂem 140-160 130 11 15*
Front, Novenber 1
3 Ostrogozhsk-Rossosh 140 240 14 10
{Voronezh Front, . -
Jarary 15737 R
4 Kiev (1st Ukruinien 143 230 10 14
Front, November 19413 .
H Belorussimn (Ist Bsltic 200 160 12 17
Eront, June-July 1944) ‘
6 Lvov-Sandomierz (1st 300 440 23 13
Ukzainian Fromt,
July-AugusT 1704)
7 lasi-Kishinev (ind 250 330 10 28
Ukrainian Front,
August 1947)
8 Vistula-Oder (1st 350 230 21 6%
Belorussian Fromt,
Jamugry 18457
9 Berlin (st Belorussisn 160 - 178 17 About 1¢
Front, April 1945)
10 Manchurisn (Jransbaikal 380-820‘." 1,500 10 3852

Frone, August 1945)
According to the experience of exercises in the postwar period

1 In oxercises in the 300-400 250-300 - 12-1§ 25.38
period 1549 to 1853 . 10~30"wae
(prior to the
introduction of
muclser weapons into
the troops)

2 In exercises sondicted 400-800 250-550 $-13 45-60
in the years 1557 to -
1960 with the use of

mclear wespons

3 In exercises in 1561 1,000 450 14-1§ w0
with the use of : )
nuclear weapons .

4 pscording to the 600-800 350-400 9-12 60-70

axperisnce of
exercises in 1966
and 1967

According to 606-30C 300400 12-1% 40-60
present-day views

“

ervivenecenas seveenesssvonn

* Tank and mechanized corps gdvarced at a rate of 20 to 25 kilometers per day.

** Tank amies advanced at & rate of 40 to 30 kilemeters per day. TS #798245
*** Depth of operstion and rates of advunce of the 6th Tank Army. M
auen Rues of advance of the tank armies. Copy #
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From an.analysis of the above table one can see that during the years
of the Great Patriotic War there was a tendency for the depth of offensive
operations and the rates of advance to increase and for the duration of an
operation to decrease. This phenomenon was due to a continmuous increase in
the combat strength of fronts, particularly in the number of tank troops,
artillery, and aircraft, to an increase in their capabilities to rout the
enemy, and to the growth in the density of artillery and tanks on the axes
of the main attacks and in sectors of breakthrough of an enemy defense.

In the postwar period the further increase noted in the scope of
‘offensive operations was a consequence of the considerable increase in
firepower, striking power, and maneuverability of troops on the basis of
technical progress, rearmament, and complete motorization of the large
units and formations of the Ground Forces.

In nuclear war conditions, the scale of use of nuclear weapons has a
decisive impact on the scope of an operation.

The depth of a front offensive operation depends first 'of all on the
objective'd%g_fhe operation.

As has already been pointed out in the previous section, the depth of
an operation in the Western Theater of Military Operations may reach 600 to
800 kilameters. In other thesters it can be greater or less, depending on
the strength and depth of operational disposition of the enemy and the
remoteness of those vitally important areas of territory whose taking
achieves the objective of the operation. '

The width of the zone of offensive of a front must allow the
possibili¥y of establishing attack groupings on selected axes and rapidly
maneuvering forces and means across the front and from the depth; it must
ensure the establishment of superiority over the ememy and the achievement
of the necessary densities of artillery and tanks on the attack axes and in
the sectors where his defense is to be broken through. At the same time,
the width of the zone must permit the dispersed positioning of all elements
of the operational disposition of front troops in order to establish
conditions for protecting them froff weapons of mass destruction. When
determining the width of the offensive zone, one takes into comsideration
the strength of front and enemy troops as well as the physical and
geographical featires of the theater and the capacity of operational axes.

The division, which under the conditions of the Western Theater can
attack in a zone 15 to 20 kilameters wide, is usually taken as the basic
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operational calculation unit when determining the width of an offensive
zone for an ammy and a front. A combined-arms army having four to five
divisions in its first echelon can attack on the axis of the main thrust in
a zone from 60 or 80 up to 100 kilometers wide, and even wider on other
axes; the width of the offensive zone for a tank army can be as much as 60
to 80 kilometers. If three to four armies are attacking in the first
echelon of a front, then the width of its offensive zone for the conditions
lc:f the Western Theater of Military Operations will be 300 to 400

ilometers. ~

In other theaters of military operations the width of the offensive
zone can be considerably greater. _

Rate of advance is the average daily progress of troops during an
offensive, which is calculated in kilometers. It mainly depends on the _
combat strength of front and enemy troops, the scale of use of nuclear and
conventional weapons, and the level of damage to the enemy, as well as on
the nature of the terrain and the weather conditions.

The rates of advance will be greatly influenced by the art of
commanders and staffs in directing troops during the operation and the
organization of measures directed at achieving high rates of advance.

According to present-day views, which are based on the experience of
combat and operationsl training, the average rates of advance for troops in
an operation with the use of conventional weapons under conditions of the
Western Theater of Military Operations may be 40 to 60 kilometers per day.
When breaking through a prepared enemy defense the average rate indices may
be reduced to 25 to 30 kilometers, and, conversely, when developing an
offensive into the depth they can be increased.

During an offensive with the use of nuclear weapons, troops will have
to expend great efforts and considerable time in negotiating zones of
radioactive contamination and zones of destruction, floods, and fires and
in eliminating the aftereffects of enemy nuclear strikes. For these
reasons, average rates of advance for an offensive of troops with the use
of nuclear weapons in European theaters, where both sides have enormous
nuclear capabilities, will not differ significantly from rates of advance
with the use of only conventionsl means of destruction. In other theaters,
where the superiority of the Soviet Armed Forces in nuclear and
conventional weapons will be considerable, rates of advance may be higher
as compared to those listed above. _
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Under difficult physical geographic conditions of a theater of
military operations, rates of advance can be negatively influenced by such
factors as the increase caused by complex terrain conditions in the time
for the deployment and commitment to battle of units and large units, the
limitation on troop maneuvering, and also the reduction in effectiveness of
the use of weapons and military equipment on the battlefield.

Thus, determining the rates of advance should be approached in a
creative manner. The task of the commander and staff of a front when
adopting a decision and planning an operation is to specifically determine,
on the basis of an in-depth analysis of the elements of a situation and on
the basis of anticipating the changes in it, the rates of advance for
troops when accomplishing each particular task of the front in the process
of achieving the assigned objective.

The duration of an offensive operation is calculated in days and it
covers the time from the begimning of combat actions until the achievement
of the objective of the operation. It is determined by the Supreme High
Command, based on the concept of the strategic operation, the depth of the
front operation, and the possible rates of advance of troops. For the
conditions of the Western Theater of Military Operations, at average rates
of 40 to 60 kilometers per day, the duration of a front offensive operation
with a depth of 600 to 800 kilometers may average IZ to 15 days.

Thus, under present-day conditions the scope of a front offensive
operation, when applied to the Western Theater of Military Uperations, can
be characterized by the following average indices: depth of an operation,
600 to 800 kilometers; width of the offensive zone, 300 to 400 kilometers;
average rates of advance of the troops, 40 to 60 kilometers per day;
average duration of an operation, 12 to 15 days.

In other theaters of military operations the indices of the scope may

deviate significantly from those listed above, For instance, in the
Southwestern Theater the depth of an operation may be between 450 to 500

and 600 to 800 kilometers; rates of advance may average up to 30 kilometers .

per day; duration of an operation may be from 15 to 20 or 30 days; and the
width of the offensive zone may be from 250 to 300 to as much as 600
kilometers or more,
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4, 'Strength end combat capabilities of a front. Principles
0 e oyment of nuclear and special weapons, DTanch amms,

and aviation of & front

a) Combat strength of a front.

The combat strength of a front is those forces and means with which a
front fulfils the assigned combat tasks in an operation. The strength of a
Tront is determined by the Sugmme High Command for each offensive

ration, depending on its objective, the role and place of the front in

e strategic operation, the substance of front tasks, the strength and
possible nature of the actions of the opposing enemy, and also the
significance and conditions of the theater of military operations,

The most important criterion in determination of the combat strength
of a front is the need for forces and means to accomplish the specific
tasks Of & front operation, with due regard for lishment of the
re@%i{_eﬁgm_mu.mz_mw. particularly on the axis 6f the main

) the buildup of efforts during the operation.

At the same time, the combat strength of a front also depends on the
economic capabilities of the state for the production of weapons and combat
equipment, Thus, during the Great Patriotic War the Commmist Party and
the Soviet Govermment, relying on the advantages of the Soviet social and
govermmental system, mobilized human and material resources in short
periods of time and shifted the country's economy to the needs of the war,
which subsequently made it possible for the Supreme High Command to
continuously increase the strength of front formations and supply them with
all the combat means and materiel necessary for the successful rout of the

enemy,

The overall tendency to continuously increase the combat strength of
fronts during a war can be seen below in Table 2. At the same time, from
the same table it is evident that the mumber of formations, large umits,
tanks, artillery, and aircraft in a front depended on its role in a
strategic operation,
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Table 2
Strength of fromts in several offensive operations
of che Great Patriotic War
i '
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Stalingrad Cperstion,
Noverber 1942:
Den Front 3 24 1 6 161 1,732 246
Southwestern Front* 2/1 25 YV 4 465 4,420 388
Lvov-Sandemierz Cperation,
July-August 1944:
1st Ukrainian Front* 73 A 372 46 2,208 14,135 3,246
Tasi-Kishinev Operation,
August 1944:
ind Ukrsinian Front* 6/1 51 /1 12 1,283 9,898 91§
3rd Ukreinian FTont 4 37 2 9 671 6,657 1,037
Belorussisn Operation,
June-July 1944:
ind Belorussian Front 3 22 .- .- 276 3,989 528
3rd Belorussian Front" 4/1 33 21 25 1,810 7,13¢ 1,804
Vistula-Oder Operation, ' .
Jamuary-February 1945:
1st Belortussian Front 8/2 68 272 4? 3,220 14,820 2,190
st Ukrainisn Front 8/2 66 i 33 3,266 14,748 2,582
Berlin ration,
wril-b‘ggeIQAS: .
1st Belorussian Front* 9/2 77 2/2 s1 3,150 13,600 3,188
nd Belorussian Front 4 36 4 bt 859 6,380 1,360
Manchurian Cperatien, v
August 194%:
ransbaiks) Front* 3/1 52 3/1 21 <416 6,977 1,334
2nd Far Easte™n rront 4 1 . L 1,280 4,427 1,095

* Fronts cperating on the axis of the main thrust,
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When examining the combat strength of a modern front it is necessary
to take into consideration the vast qualitative changes in all the branch
arms and branches of the armed forces brought about by the wide-scale
introduction of missile/nuclear weapons and ioelectronic means, by the
increased effectiveness of conventional means © struction, by the
complete motorization of troops, and by the improvement of their
organizational structure. These changes have led to a sharp increase in
front combat capabilities in spite of the fact that, as compared to the
Yast war, the mmber of combined-arms formations and large units making wp
& front has been reduced.

According to the experience of operational training, in order to
conduct an offensive operation, for example in the Western Theater of
Military Operations, a modern front can be made up of three to five armies
(including one, and sometimes Two, tank armies), an air army, three to five.
separate motorized rifle or tank divisions, two front missile brigddes, one’
to two front surface-to-air missile brigades, one ¥0 two artillery
divisions, one to_two g;gh-?:e_g_:d artillery hn‘ggdeg, one to two tank
destroyer brigades, two to four e-to-air missile regiments, an
antiaircraft artillery division, an airborne assault brigade, and front
large units and wnits of special t¥ocps. - Inm & himber of cases a front, by
order of the Supreme High Command, may be allocated an airborne division to ~
be used as an operational airborne landing force. - -

If, as a variant, a front has three to four ammies and the other N
trogs listed above, it may number 22 to 25 divisions (eight to ten of
which are tank divisions), 148 to 172 operational-tactical and tactical ,
missile launchers, 48 to 96 guns and mortars which use nuclear warheads, N
4,400 to 5,300 field artillery guns and mortars, 5,700 to 6,600 tanks,
3,000 to 3,500 antitank artillery pieces and antitank guided missile
launchers, 1,600 to 1,600 infantry combat vehicles, 6,200 to 7,000 armored
personnel carriers, 3,500 to 4,000 surface-to-air missile and antiaircraft
artillery systems, 600 to 800 combat aircraft, and 180 to 230 combat
helicopters.

In other theaters, a front may not have e tank army and there will be
a smaller number of tank divisions, but along with combined-arms amies
there may be army corps. The composition of the air army will be
different. The number of means of destruction and support of combat
actions must be determined not only by the substance of combat tasks but by
the specific character of natural conditions in the theater,
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b) Principles of the employment of miclesr and special weapons.

Nuclear we , which have enormous destructive and hitting power and
rapid effect, can g used in a particularly effective mammer to destroy the
enemy's megns of nuclear attack, groupings of his armed forces, his control
posts, junctions of transportation lines, and resr services installations,
and they can also be to create large zones of radioactively
contaminated terrain./{That being the case, under all circumstances enemy
nuclear means are targets of paramount importance and they are to be
destroyed immediately after they are detec@ :

The means in & front for delivering nuclear weapons to targets are
operaticnal-tactical and tactical missiles, which are laumched by front and
army missile brigades and by division missile battalions; delivery aircraft
of the air army; (and_high:pousrQins ANl soitassaointho-Rosesve-oi-the

: 4 Q ekl

11 8] QA

In the variant of front combat strength considered, 350 to 470
delivery means can be allocated to deliver the initial nuclear strike.
They include 150 to 220 operational-tactical 1CaT missile
launchers, guns, and mortars and 200 to 250 delivery aircraft, which, in a Ny
single launch and sortié; can hit-3%0 to 470 individual targets, such as a
battalion, an artillery battalion, "a guided missile battery, a free-rocket
battery, a surface-to-air missile battery, an airfield, a depot for nuclear
warheads or conventional weapons, a command post, and an aviation or air
defense guidance (control) center, The specific number of enemy targets to
be destroyed in the initial nuclear strike will depend on the total number
of nuclear warheads supplied for the front operation and on the concept of
that operation. : v

The nuclear weapons delivery means available in a front make it
possible to use various warheads with yields from two t0 3UU kilotons. The
data listed in Table 3 on the knockout of targets from low a&ir nuclear
bursts testify to the enormous destructive power of nuclear weapons.

7 Nuclear weapons are used by surprise and massed on the main axes
[aiainst reliably reconnoitered targets.
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Table

}
(;——5 Keeckous radii for certain targets with low air nuclear bursts
(in summer)*, in kilometers

Target

Perscrmel in the open
Personnel in trenches
Persomel in tanks

Personnel in light
shelters

. Ballistic missiles
Atomic artillery guns
Heavy & medium tanks
Vehicles with bus-type

bodies, motor

vehicle radio §
~ radio-relay sets
Jet fighters

Jet bombers

----------------------------

* Manual on the Destructive Effect of Nuclear Weapons. Publication of the Ministry
of Delfense of the USSR, 1972, Part Une, Tables 1.5 and 1.19, TS #798245
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Massed, grouped, and single nuclear strikes can be delivered,
depending on the substance of the combat tasks being fulfilled by the
troops, the availability of delivery means, the nature and disposition of
enemy targets, and the required level of their destruction.

A massed nuclear strike is delivered at the level of an operational
formation in an extremely short time with & large mumber of nucle
varheads in ordeT to destroy & single large gmmﬁ'z%everal
of them, plus other important enemy targets located in a specific area, A
massed nuclear strike delivered at the beginning of a front offensive
operation or in the process of its development when going over to the use
of nuclear weapons is an initial front nuclear strike, which is carried out
by the initial launch of missiles, Dy the initial sortie of delivery
aizchragz, and by one or several rounds of guns (mortars) which use nuclear
warheads, '

Follow-up massed nuclear strikes can be delivered during the operation
-- for example, to rout the enemy when negotiating defense lines, in s
meeting engagement, and when routing counterthrust groupings, aviation
groupings, and naval forces on coastal axes.

A d nuclear strike is delivered simultaneously with several
nuclear warheads against a single major target or a group of targets when
the assigned level of destruction cannot be achieved with a single warhead.
Growed nuclear strikes in a front offensive operation can be delivered
against operational-tactical missile battalions, large nuclear warhead
depots, ground forces large umits, areas where reserves are being formed
up, army group control posts, and other major enemy targets.

A single strike is a strike against one target or a group of
closely-situated targets with a single nuclear warhead which ensures the
required level of destruction. These strikes can be delivered, for -
instance, against operational-tactical missile launchers, a battalion of
tactical launchers, a battery of atomic artillery guns, a surface-to-air
missile battery, an airfield, a small nuclear weapons depot, a large umit
command post, an aircraft warmning and control post or center, & motorized
infantry (tank) battalion, an artillery battalion, a railroad bridge, etc.

In a front offensive operation air bursts will be employed most

gnmsimg,_'nﬁking it possible to exploit the basic casualty-producing
‘elements of nuclear weapons and, at the same time, not create zones of

intense radioactive contamination of the terrain.

TNH
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Alr bursts can be high or low. High bursts are used against enemy
troops located outside of shelters or in open fortificatiaons, as well as
against other targets consisting of less solid structures, whereas low
bursts are used to destroy troops located in more solid structures.

Ground bursts are used to destroy and annihilate targets dug into the
ground which are located in the enemy's operational depth -- fixed missile
sites, airfields with delivery aircraft, nuclear warhead and missile

ts, and large control posts, A zone of radioactive contamination with

igh radiation level is formed in the area of the ground burst and in the
wake of the cloud. Therefore when using ground bursts, the possibility of
subsequent actions by our own troops in zones of contamination must always
be taken into consideration, or measures for bypassing those zones must be
stipulated. : '

The front is the principal command level organizing the use of
operational-tactical nuclear weapons. On the basis of the instructions of "
the Supreme High Command, the front commander personally makes the decision
on the use of nucleagr weapons. HRe determines the tasks which should be
accomplished by those weapons and the targets they are to destroy; he
allocates nuclear warheads among the armies and according to the tasks of
the operation, leaving some of the warheads in his own reserve; he assigns
tasks for the use of muxclear warheads by front means; he monitors the use
of nmuclear warheads in subordinate formations (large wmits); and he is
responsible for the constant combat readiness of rocket troops, artillery,
and aviation and for their fulfilment of tasks for the delivery of nuclear
strikes,

Utilizing electronic computer calculations, the front staff must
prepare data in a timely marmer for the commander to make a decision on the
use of nuclear weapons; it must plan the delivery of nuclear strikes,
convey tasks to the troops, organize the recormaissance and final
recomnaissance of the targets to be destroyed, ensure continuous control of
the means allocated for the delivery of nuclear strikes, and also monitor
the fulfilment of all the measures dealing with the use of nuclear weapons.
Among the most important of these measures one may list the following:
analysis of the targets according to their composition, nature, and level
of protection; determination of their dimensions and coordinates; selection
of the types of nuclear weapon delivery vehicles; determination of the
number of nuclear warheads and their yields in order to ensure the required
level of destruction, of the types and altitudes of bursts, and of the safe
distance for our own troops from the planned ground zero of the bursts; and
orgenization of the monitoring and assessment of the results of the nuclear
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strikes,

ge chief of rocket t;;; ¥nd artillery of a front participates
pers: y and through his subordinate staff in the front staff's plamming

and developumt of all measures dealing with the use o6Ff nuclear weapons
and, in accordance with the decision of the commander, he works out in
detaxl all problems directly involving the use of nuclear warheads by
missile large units and units and by artillery. He is responsible for
maintaining the continuous combat readiness of missile and artillery large
units and units, for the timely fulfilment of the tasks assigned them, for
controlling them during the operation, and for carrying out measures to
protect them from weapons of mass destruction.

The commander and staff of the air army participate in plamming the
use of nuclear weapons and work out a detailed plan of the use of nuclear
bombs by the air army. The commander of the sir army is responsible for
coordinating the actions of large units and units of the [air] awmy with
the actions of front rocket troops when delivering nuclear strikes. The
staff of the aiT amy must also organize the aerial recomaissance and
final reconnaissance of enemy targets to be destroyed by the nuclear means
of the missile and artillery large units and units.

When calculating destruction by nuclear means, all targets are
subdivided into pinpoint targets and dimensional targets. Probability of
destruction (P) is used as an effectiveness index for pinmpoint targets;
mathematical expectation of destruction (M) and portion of target reliably
destroyed (So) are the indices for dimensional targets.

To destroy

be no less than Nuclear strikes against dimensional targets
can be delivered-fo urpose of neutralizing or destroying them.
Destruction is the 1nf11ct1on of such damage that the target completely
loses its combat effectiveness or is disabled. Neutralization is partial
destruction, whereby the target is disabled for the specific time reqxured
by the situation, e.g., for the duration of the operation.

ninp .. argets, the probability of destruction (P) must

In calculating destruction by nuclear means, the radius of destruction
(Rd) of the nuclear warhead and probable error (Pe), which express
strike accuracy, are taken into consideration, while the calculations
themselves are produced separately for each target -- pinpoint, circular,
and line targets -- with the aid of special tables amla 31e 1n the guldes
isstied by the Ministry of Defense and with the aid of various devices and
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electronic computers.

When producing calculations on destruction by nuclear means in a front
operation, one usually has to deal with group targets such as a battalion
of ballistic missiles or surface-to-air missiles or a division, brigade,
and regiment of ground forces. This being the case, for destruction of
such targets as a division, brigade, and regiment, the concept of 'basic
combat subunits' is introduced. Tactical missile and atomic artillery
battalions, tank and motorized infantry brigades, artillery battalions, and
large unit command posts are basic combat subunits, It is believed that a
division will be disabled when no less than 60 percent of the total mumber .
of Its basic Cambat subunits aYe destroyed.

On the basis of the decision of the front commander, and with due
regard for the above-mentioned conditions] the front staff along with the
staff of the rocket troops and artillery and the staff of the air army
produce detailed operational-tactical calculations on the use of nuclear
weapcns by all front means, and on a coastal axis this is done with due

regard for the means of the navy. Jhe use of packet troops is mainly
lanned for the destruct f stati 8 d - ets
aircrai destroy small-sized and mobile
. 1llery is also al t truction of small-sjze
grgets as well, ' ‘
cial we are used in a front offensive operation to sharply

reduce the at effectiveness of Troops and to disrupt the operation of
the enemy's control organs and rear services by the mass incapacitation and
debilitation of persomnel and by the contamination of combat equipment and
terrain on enemy territory. They are used by rocket troops, aviation, and
artillery on the main axes, by surprise and massed, in combination with
other means of destruction and against targets having the greatest density
of persannel and the least protection for them.

The principal method of using these weapons is the delivery of massed
strikes by rocket troops, aviation, and artillery. Under conditions of the .
delivery of nuclear strikes, special weapons are used against targets which
are not to be hit with nuclear warheads, - .

The characteristic combat feature of special weapons is their
capability to inflict heavy losses on the enemy not only in the areas of
their combat use but also at considerable distances away from them, in the
direction of the wind, Therefore, when these weapons are used our own
troops must be warned and the recessary measures taken to ensure their
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safety.

are a very effective means for destroying the

persomnel, combat equipment, and materiel-technical reserves of the enemy.
They can be used by rocket troops, aviation, artillery, and flamethrower
units,

When incendiary agents are used in & surprise mammer and on a wide
scale, the level of damage to the enemy increases significantly and fires
break out in the centers of destruction, troops are deprived of the
capability of positioning themselves in forests and population centers, and
they are forced to constantly carry out fire-prevention measures and divert
forces and means for extinguishing fires.

c)' Combat capabilities and principles of the employment of the
branch arms and aviation of a fromt.

The combat capabilities of a front are its abilities to destroy and
Tout enemy groupri.v;gs of missile/nuclear means, ground forces, and aviation
and also to comprehensively support combat actions when fulfilling the
tasks of an offensive operation. They depend on the combat strength of the
front and first of all on the quantity and quality of the means of
employment of nuclear weapons, of conventional weagpons of destruction, and
on the maneuvering capabilities of the troops, which are characterized by
their motorization and the level of equipping with tanks and other armored
equipment, They also depend on the availability of nuclear and
conventional mmitions and the capabilities of the technical means of
control and support of combat actions, The combat capabilities of a front
are greatly influenced by the morale and political consciousness, :
psychological state, and level of training of the troops.

The combat capabilities of a front are calculated in each specific
case based on the accomplishment of this or that combat task, the
conditions of the situation, and the enemy opposition. :

Combined-arms armies and tank armies constitute the backbone and most
numerous payt ol the combat strength of & frant. In an offensive operation
they are intended for routing the opposing groupings and reserves of the
enemy, destroying his missile/nuclear means, seizing important objectives
and areas of enemy territory, and achieving the objective of the front
operation, The armies accomplish these tasks in cooperation with one an-

TS #798245
Copy #____




TOP SECRET

FIRDB-312/01997-79
Page 44 of 416 Pages

other, with front missile brigades, the air army, air defense forces,
airborne landing forces, and also with adjscent armies, and -- on a coastal
axis -- with amphibious landing forces and naval forces.

The combat capabilities of combined-arms and tank armies depend on the
quantity and quality of the motorized rifle and tank divisions, the
missile/nuclear means, the army large units and units, and the
reinforcement means that are eveilable to them. As a variant, a
cambined-arms army may have an average of five to six divisions (including

one to two tank divisions) and a complement of army large units, units, and

facilities of branch amms, special troops, and rear services, A tank army
can consist of four tank divisions or three to four tank and one motorized
rifle division, and a complement of army large units, units, and facilities
of branch arms, special troops, and rear services. A combined-arms army at
such strength can have approximately 1,200 to 1,500 tanks and 940 to 1,130
guns and mortars, not including antitank defense means, while a tank army
can have approximately 1,200 to 1,300 tanks and 590 to 670 guns and .
mortars.

Provided that one divisiom is in the second echelon, a combined-arms
army, with its own forces and means, can, with a single launch of

operational-tactical and tactical missiles, hit 28 to 32 enemy targets such

as a battaliomn, an artillery battalion, a free rocket battery, a
surface-to-air missile battery, and a control post. In other words, it can
inflict damage on approximately three enemy divisions with destruction of
no less than 60 percent of their basic subunits, while a tank army can hit
from 24 to 28 such targets, or two to three enemy divisions,

When attacking a prepared enemy defense, a combined-arms army is
capable of establishingr:ﬁe following average tactical densities in a
breakthrough sector eight to ten kilometers wide: approximately 60 to 70
guns and mortars and 40 to 50 tanks per kilometer of front (provided that
all the tanks of two divisions are employed). If the army is reinforced
with one artillery division, then the artillery density in the above sector
can be increased to 100 to 120 pieces.; A tank army in a sector eight
kilometers wide can, with its own means, establish tactical demsities of
approximately 45 to 50 guns and mortars (85 to 90 gums and mortars when
reinforced by one artillery division) and 65 to 75 tanks per kilometer of

front. / _

A modern army is equipped with highly efficient crossing means, which
meke it possible for its forward detachments to make an assault crossing
from the march over a medium water obstacle in five to six hours, and for
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all the forces of the army to do so in 18 to 20 hours.

While having great capabilities for destroying the enemy, a
combined-arms army and a tank army can successfully conduct highly mobile
offensive actions and accomplish the most diverse tasks both with the use
of nuclear weapons and with the use of conventional weapons only. At the
same time, when employing armies in a front operation, it is necessary to
take into consideration the specific characteristics of their
organizational structure and technical equipping. Thus, for instance, &
combined-arms army has the best capabilities for breaking through a
prepared defense and fortified areas, making assault crossings from the
march over wide water obstacles, conducting combat actions in mountainous
and forested terrain, seizing cities and industrial areas, and performing
other tasks under conditions where it is difficult to maneuver tank large
mitsl » ’

As concerns & tank army, it can accomplish the same tasks as a
combined-arms army, but, at the same time, it is capable of operating more
effectively on terrain suitable for tanks when exploiting the results of
nuclear strikes against the enemy, in a meeting engagement, in pursuit, and
during development of an offensive on an outer front of encirclement of the
enemy,

The unique features of the organizational structure of a tank army
consist in the fact that it has less artillery than a combined-arms army
and, in some instances, fewer tanks, However, its tanks are concentrated
in a compact manner -- the number of persommel covered by armmor in tank
divisions and regiments is greater than in a combined-arms army. These

qualities give a tmlggm%t_}s]:‘ri}é_in_; power and protection from the

effects of nuclear weapons, and the stripped-down nature of its army rear %/

services increases its mobility and fiEfieuverability on the battleri&ld:”
N

With the extensive introduction of nuclear weapons and the development
of conventional means of destruction, combat capabilities have increased,
and thoeé substance of tasks and the nature of actions of armies have

A combined-arms army can now not ohly break through the enemy's
defense and successfully rout his opposing troops but it can also swiftly
develop an offensive into the operational depth and conduct highly mobile
actions there similar to the way a tank army operated during the Great
Patriotic War.
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<A tank army has the necessary combat capabilities to decisively rout a
directly opposing enemy and his reserves and to develop an offensive
operation at high rates of advance. Accordingly, a tank army in an
offensive operation can operate successfully in both the first echelon or
in the second echelon of a front, but, as a rule, in bqth cases it will
attack on the axis of the main Fhrust. ™  —

According to their substance and depth, the combat tasks of a tank
amy will be analogous to the tasks of a combined-arms army in the majority
of cases, and under favorable conditions it can receive a task to the
entire depth of a front operation. However, the nature of its actions can
and should be characterized by particular decisiveness and fluidity and by
an endeavor to avoid protracted battles and engagements, to seize enemy ©
objectives and lines, es a rule, from the march, to bypass centers of ,
defense and major population centers, to carry out extensive maneuvering to
the enemy's flank and rear, and to rapidly shift efforts to a new axis.

The task of the front commander will comsist in exploiting most fully
the positive qualitieS of combined-arms and tank armies to successfully
Tout the enemy. : :

Rocket t s are one of the principal means of employing nucleart—
weapons to 335% the enemy. The presence of operational-tactical and

tactical missile systems in a front makes it possible to hit groupings of
troops, forces, and means of the enemy by surprise to the entire depth of
his disposition and to destroy any targets, irrespective of the time of the
year, time of day, meteorological conditions, or the condition of the
enemy's air defense., The principal targets for rocket troops to destroy
will be nuclear attack means (launchers, delivery aircraft on airfields),
nuclear warhead depots, troop groupings and primarily tanks and artillery,
air defense means and particularly surface-to-air missile batteries,
control posts, radicelectronic targets, and important rear services
installations,

The combat capabilities of rocket troops for destroying the ememy
depend on the quantity and technical characteristics of the missile
systems, the level of readiness of the launch bstteries, the number and
yield of the nuclear warheads used, and the accuracy in determining the
coordinates of targets. If, in the variant we are taking here of fromt (
combat strength, all 60 to 72 operational-tactical launchers and up to 50
to 60 percent of the tactical launchers (44 to 60 of them) are allocated |
for the delivery of the initial nuclear strike, then that number can hit -
104 to 132 separate targets simultaneously. If we take the existing
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calculated norms for the destruction of standard targets by nuclear weapons
(12 to 14 nuclear warheads to destroy the main forces of an enemy division,
12 nuclear warheads for a Pershing missile battalion, etc.), then in &
simultaneous launch front rocket troops can destroy one to two Pershing
missile battalions (IZ to 24 platogsog , two to three Sergeant missile
battalions, four to five nuclear warhead depots, 10 to 12 home airfields of
tactical aviation, four to five divisions, five to six major control posts,
and three to four surface-to-air missile battalions.

th operational-tactical missiles i

The depth of hitting the enefiy W
240 to 250 kilometers and wi ssiles it is 600 to 650 kilometers
vhen the distance of their sitiMp-dteas from the forward edge is 40 to 60
kilometers and 200 to 300 kilometers, respectively, ,

When preparing to deliver missile/muclear strikes, it is necessary to
take into consideration the levels of readiness of missile launchers, whose
characteristics are listed in Table 4.

\

To prepare a repeat launch with a change of launch sites a tactical
launcher requires a time period of up to one hour, and an
operational-tactical launcher requires up to two hours.

The capabilities of a front to employ nuclear wespons are
substantially increased by The use of artillery which uses nuclear
warheads, One high-powered artillery* brigade can destroy 48 separate
targets in a single salvo, i.e., up to four or five first-echelon briga
of the enemy at a depth of up to 12 kilometers from the front line., During
the initial nuclear strike this brigade, under favorable situational
conditions, can fire several salvoes, The use of artillery which uses
nuclear warheads makes it possible to destxo arge DCALE g

Artillery is a powerful means for destroying the enemy and plays an
important ro%e in an offensive operation; in an operation where only
conventional means of destruction are used it is the main firepower of the
Ground Forces. New models of guns and mortars -accepted into service have
significantly increased its firing and maneuvering capabilities. Suffice
it to say that the BM-21 launcher fires 40 rockets in a single salvo over a
distance of more than 20 kilometers; the VASILEK 82-mm automatic mortar is
capable of firing more than 100 rounds in one minute over a distance of up
to 4.3 kilometers.

--------------------------

* Comment: According to the unclassified Soviet Milita
Encyclopedia, high-powered artillery [artilleriya bolshoy moshchnosti
usually consists of gums, howitzers, and mortars o
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Table 4

levels of readiness

of batteries

Launch preparation
time for missiles,
in minutes

Maximm length of
time at indicated
level of readiness

Tactical Operational -
tactical

Readiness No, I

Tawncher with missile is at
primary or launch site;
weather data is being received;
continuous commmications are
being maintained with the
battalion commander.

Readiness No, 2

[amncrer 15 over launch point
and is aimed at target ares;
{guidance] equipment is in

" place; coordinates of target
are absent; perscnnel are at
their positions.

Readiness No, 2a

Tauncher 1s over launch point;
missile (operational-tactical)
is in vertical position and
ready for launch to target;
guidance equipment has not
been removed; perscnnel are at
their positions; electrical
power supply is disconnected
from missile.

Readiness No. 1
(Seme as No. Za but missile is
under electrical power,)

Transfer of strike to new target
from Readiness No. 1.

* The time for the R-300 launcher is indicated in the numerator and the time for the
R-800 launcher iz in the denominator.

19 25/39*
Without counting
time for getting
to launch point

16 16/31*

7-8 7/12%

15 12

....................

" TOP SECRET

12 months

24 hours

24 hours

R-900 -- 0,5 to Z hours
R-300 -- 2 hours
R-65 -- 0.5 hour
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The most important tasks of artillery will be to destroy and

- neutralize the ememy’s tactical nuclear means, his persomnel, fire means,
and combat equipment, primarily the guns and mortars, tanks, antitank
guided missiles, and ammored persommel carriers, as well as radiotechnical
stations, control posts, and tactical reserves when breaking through the
enemy ‘s defense lines, making assault crossings over water obstacles, in a
meeting engagement, and when accomplishing other tasks during an operation.

The basic principles of the combat use of artillery are massing it on
the axis of the main thrust and in the breakthrough sectors of the defense,
surprise destruction of the enemy, extensive maneuvering of fire and
artillery units, coordination of artillery fire and maneuver with strikes
of rocket troops and aviation and with the attack of motorized rifle and
tank units, continuity of fire support and close support of the troops
during an offensive, and efficient control of artillery groupings.

The capabilities of front artillery to perform fire tasks are a
combination of the fire 1lities of troop and army artillery and
reinforcement artillery. e front strength examined above ensures the
establishment of artillery densities of 90 to 120 guns and mortars per
kilometer of a breakthrough sector (sectors) having a total width of 22 to
25 kilometers. That being the case, the capabilities of artillery which
can be allocated for the artillery preparation of an attack make it

ossible to achieve 25 to 30 percent destruction of the enemy defending
gms' elf in that sector.

gsing special warheads, &t srtillery, in a one-minute fire strike,
can @ Shé personnel of 24 to 25 enemy motorized infantry

and artillery battalions and their corresponding subunits.

e availability of self-propelled artillery and artille Time
movers wi igh cross-country capability sIErpEy increases ﬂ'{re
maneuverability of artillery on the battlefield and permits it to
accomplish marches over great distances at a speed of more than 30

kilometers per hour.

The time it takes for artillery to deplay and open fire is also an
important index of jts combat capabjlities. W
battalion requires(20 to 30 minutes;) an artillery group composed of two to
four battalions takes up to 40 minutes; and an entire artillery divisiom,
one to 1.5 hours. To prepare the artillery of an ammy to conduct the

artillery preparation for an attack (counting movement forward, deployment,
organization of reconnaissance and planning of fire) requires no less than
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four to six hours.

The air of a front is intended for joint combat actions with
ground forces % -- on coastal axes -- with naval forces. In a theater of
military operations it can be allocated to participate in air and airborne
landing operations which are being conducted according to the plan of the
Supreme High Command,

The role of the air army in a front offensive operation is determined
by the scope and importance of the Operational tasks that it is to fulfil.

Being a powerful and maneuverable front striking force, an air ammy is
able to dehver massed strikes with the use of nuclear weapons, special
weapons, and conventional means of destruction against the enemy's troops
and targets in the depth of his operational disposition and effectively
destroy mobile and small-sized targets under fair or adverse meteorological
conditions during the day or at night.

The following are the main tasks of an sir ammy in a front offensive
operation: covering front troops and targets against enemy air strikes and
aerial reconnaissance; destroying enemy aircraft on airfields and in the
air; searching for and destroying his mssne/m.u:lear means; carrying out
air support for advancing combined-ayms (tank) ammies; destroying and
neutralizing operational reserves; cmductmg aerial recormissame. and
also s rting the landing of and carrying out air support for airborne

ibious landing forces. The majority of the above tasks are carried
ut in cocperation with the combined-arms armies and tank armies and the '
rocket troops and air defense troops of the front.

The combat strength of an air army and the mumber of nuclear bombs

allocated to it and the flight resources for a front offensive operation
are determined by the Supreme High Command. In relerence to the Westemn
Theater of Military Operations, an air ammy can be made up of two to three
f1ghter air divisions, one to two flghter -bomber air divisions, one bomber
air division, two to three air recormaissance regiments, a SPETSNAZ radio ,Xﬁ-
air regiment, three to four army aviation helicopter regments, and several
regiments (squadrons) of auxiliaery aviation. The [air] army can have 600 to
ggo coxéﬂzat aircraft, including 400 to 500 nuclear weapons delivery

rcraft.

The armament of units and large units of front aviation is made wp of
modern supersonic alrcraft which have powerful missile and bomb aymament,

TS #798245
Copy #____




To}sr\crm

FIRDB-312/01997-79"'
Page 51 of 416 Pages

new aiming equipment, and means of automation, making it possible to detect
and reliably destroy ground and air targets to a depth of 300 to 400
kilometers or more from the front line, '

When determmining the combat capabilities of an air army in an -~
operation it is necessary to proceed from its combat strength, the combat
characteristics of aircraft and armament, the number of aviation nucleer
mmitions and flight resources allocated for the operation, the sortie
rate, theé means of destruction to be used, the assigned level of
destruction of enemy targets, and their distance from home airfields, They
also depend on the opposition of the air defense forces and means of the
enemy, the meteorological conditions, the time of year and time of day, the
training level of flight persomnel, and the combat and rear services
support capabilities, '

A front air ammy has great capabilities for the use of nuclear
weapons, particularly under the conditions of high-maneuver troop actions
during an offensive operation. Nowadays not only bombers and
fighter-bambers, but fighters also, are capable of carrying nuclear bombs. -
With a combat readiness coefficient for delivery aircraft of 0.9 to 0,95,
and with due regard for support of the delivery vehicles (an average of one
to two aircraft per delivery vehicle), an air ammy at the strength
indicated above can employ 200 to 250 nuclear bombs in the initial nuclear
strike of a front. .

Based on the calculation that the destruction of a motorized infantry
(armored) division on the march or in a concentration area requires the use
of 12 to 14 nuclear bombs with a yield of 20 to 50 kilotons and that the
dest¥liction of an individual small-sized target requires one nuclear bomb
with a yield of 20 to 100 kilotons, then the amount of nuclear mmitiomns of
an army indicated above as a variant can destroy 11 to 12 divisions, one to
two Pershing battalions, three to four Sergeant or Lance battalions, two to
three surface-to-air missile battalions, and 20 to 30 other enemy targets, |
"It should also be taken into consideration that when delivering nuclear )
! strikes an air ammy will simultaneously use special and conventional means |

of destruction, which increase its total combat capabilities for destroyingi
- .enemy troops and targets, :

In determining the combat capabilities of an air army when it uses

conventional means of destruction, -the following calculation data on the
requisite allocation of modern aircraft are employed:

70\9@3
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-- to neutralize a tank (motorized infantry) battalion, with
incapacitation of 25 to 30 percent of persomnel and equipment -- up to one
regiment of bombers or two air squadrons of fighter-bombers;

-~ to destroy a missile launcher -- a pair of fighter-bombers;

-+ to neutralize a command post (of a division, corps) -- five to six
fighter-bombers or & squadron of bombers;

-~ to neutralize an artillery battery at a firing position -- a flight
of fighter-bombers; :

-~ to destroy a control and warning center (contrcl and waming\
post) -- five to six fighter-bombers; \

-- to blockade an airfield -- a flight of fighters;

-- to neutralize a Hawk surface-to-air missile battery -- a flight of
fighter-bombers; .

-- to destroy one reinforced concrete shelter at an airfield and——\
destroy the aircraft in it -- two to three fighter-bombers or up to two,
flights of bomber aircraft.

The combat capabilities of an air army are most indicative when it
delivers a massed strike. In one such strike an air army at the strength
we are taking can destroy enemy aircraft on six airfields (with
incapacitation of the landing strips), five to six forward radar sites,
three control and warning posts, six to eight fire platoons of
operational-tactical Pershing and Sergeant missiles, 10 to 12 Hawk
batteries, and two command posts, and it can blockade six airfields.
Consequently, the [air] army can deliver a strike against a total of 50 to
60 enemy targets. In addition, after allocating two regiments of
fighter-bambers for air support of troops, it can destroy up to 20 tanks
and neutralize up to eight enemy artillery batteries. : '

The combat capabilities for destroying enemy aircraft in the air are
determined with due regard for the combat effectiveness coefficient of
modern fighters., Thus, for the destruction of enemy aircraft in the air in

dent search areas over enemy territory beyond the radar coverage
zone this coefficient is 0,15 to 0.25, and in the radar coverage zone it is
0.4 to 0.5. Consequently, an air army having two fighter air divisions can

TS #708245

TOP RET




TO\PSECRET

FIRDB- 312/01997-79
Page 53 of 416 Pages

" destroy 60 to 70 enemy aircraft in the air in a single sortie.

Cover of troops and rear services installations of a front is carried
out by the air army's fighter aviation forces in cooperation with the
forces and means of front air defense troops, frontline formations of the
Air Defense Forces of the Country, and, on a coastal axis, with naval
forces. The modern fighter aircraft of an air army begin covering troops
by destroying enemy aircraft independently over enemy territory ocn the
distant approaches at 150 to 200 kilometers or more. On the near
approaches and over its own territory it accomplishes this task in
cooperation with air defense troops and adjacent air armies; cover of
troops is carried out by repelling massed attacks with centralized control
of fighter forces and also by repulsing small groups and individual

t according to the decision of the commanders of the fighter mir
ions in assigned combat action zomes (zones of responsibility)’, Which
usually coincide with the dimensions of offensive zones of the
first-echelon armies of the fromt.

The destruction of enemy aircraft on airfields and in the air in areas
where they are based is carried out for the purpose of achieving and
maintaining the air superiority at which our Ground Forces, Navy, and Air
Forces will have a chance to fulfil the tasks assigned to them without
substantial opposition from the aviation and air defense of the enemy.

When combat actions are conducted with conventional weapons, the
destruction of the enemy's missile/nuclear means and delivery aircraft on
airfields and in the air is the most important task of a front air ammy.
An air army fulfils this task at the begimning of the war and during the
entire front offensive operation by participating in the air operation to
1:r}o;ut: the enemy's air and missile/nuclear groupings according to the plan of

e front.

The search for and destruction of enemy missile/nuclear means are
carried out continucusly, regardless of whether nuclear weapons are being
used at the time., When data are available from continuously conducted
recomnaissance, the air units and large units of the air army immediately
destroy the detected missile/nuclear means and their control system, To
fulfil this task, combat action zenes 150 to 200 kilometers in frontage and
depth are specified for fighter-bomber air divisions, and bomber aviation
fulfils this task over the entire radius of action throughout the front
zcne, ,
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Air support for combined-arms armies and tank armies is carried out in
close cooperation with missile, artillery, tank, and motorized rifle umits
and large units, which makes it possible to mned:l.ately use air strikes to
exploit the success of a troop offesive. for troggs is conducted |
by army aviation to a depth of 25 to 30 kilometers an 1ghter-bonber
aviktig g depth—vf 40‘1:0 70 l'ulmeters..

The following are the prmcipal targets of the actions of aviation
when conventional and nuclear means are used: tactical missile/nuclear
means, atomic and field artillery, tanks, control posts, strongpoints,
centers of resistance, and important vater crossings, mainly in the
tactical zone and in the immediate operational depth, ——

. The strike delivery time for a fighter-bomber squadron from the moment u
of issue of the order for a sortie against targets located at a depth of up
to 70 kilometers is as little as 15 minutes for a sortie from Readiness No.
1, and as little as 25 minutes from Readiness No. 2 i

The destruction and neutralization of the enemy's operational reserves
are glso important tasks of an air army during a front offensive operation.
They are carried out for the purpose of inflicting destruction on and
delaying the advance of reserves from the depth, w}uch will provide our
troops with the opportunity to fulfil their -assigned tasks according to
plan,

Crossings, road junctions, and troops on the march or in a
concentration area will be the principal targets of air strikes. To fulfil
this task the main forces of bomber aviation are allocated over the entire
radius of action, and part of the forces of fighter-bomber and fighter
aviation are allocated against immediste operational reserves,

Aerial recommaissance is conducted to the entire depth of a front
operation for the rf\e urpose of discovering troop groupings, missile/muclear
means, aircraft, air defense control system, and other important
targets. Aerial reconnaissance is divided into operational and tactical
mcommissance depending on the ass1gned targets and the dept.h of conduct.

In addition to orgamc operatmnal and tactical reconnaissance air
regiments and reconnaissance drone subunits, non-organic air squadrons of
bomber, fighter-bomber, and fighter air regmtmts are gllocated to fulfil
aserial recomnaissance tasks.
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The capabilities of an air army to conduct aerial recomnaissance
depend on the number of recomnnaissance aircraft, the training level of
reconngissance crews, and the capabilities of special recomaissance
equipment., On the average, one Crew can reconmoiter two to three enemy
targets per sortie, The modern aircraft of operational recomnaissance air
regiments make it possible to conduct aerisl recomnaissance to a depth of
800 to 1,000 kilometers; and tactical recomnaissance air regiments, to 2
depth of 300 to 400 kilometers; the recommaissance equipment of
reconnaissance aircraft makes it possible to detemmine the coordinates of
targets with an accuracy of 200 to 500 meters with visual observation, and
25 to 200 meters with aerial photography (depending on the scale of the
photographs). Asrial recomnaissance data (target coordinates) can be
received at troop command posts from on board the aircraft within three to |
five minutes after the begimning of recomnaissance (final recomnaissance)
of the target, and from aerial photography data within twenty to thirty [
minutes according to the results of wet film interpretation.

%{_@_ is intendsd for joint combat actions with motorized
rifle arge units and units in a battle and operation and it can
fulfil the following tasks: carry out fire support for troops; land
tactical airborne landing forces and support their combat actions; land
recomaissance and special groups in the enemy rear; transport troops,
combat equipment, and materiel; support control and commmicatians; conduct
aerial, radiation, chemical, and engineer reconnaissance and adjust
artillery fire; carry out the laying of mixed minefields; and conduct
search and rescue operations and evacuation of the wounded,

Army aviation is made up of air units and subumits (front and army. -
complements) equipped with combat and transport helicopters and tactical - -

Wsmce drones. .

In a single sortie a helicopter regiment of army aviation (frent
complement) can land a tactical landing force consisting of a motoTized
rifle battalion to a depth of as much as 50 to 70 kilometers; with
allowance for a combat readiness factor of 0.8 and a damage effectiveness
factor of 0.3 to 0.5, a helicopter regiment ‘(m%egmmmﬂ ‘having in its

_armament 42 combat helicopters with antitank guided missiles, free rockets,
and bombs can, in a single sortie, destroy 40 to 60 enemy tanks or ‘
neutralize a motorized infantry battalion in a concentration area,
incap aci11:ating wp to 30 percent of the enemy's combat equipment and
personnel, )
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Air defense troops are intended for reliably covering the troops and
rear services installations from air strikes and also destroying enemy
airborne landing forces and airmobile troops in flight. They are capable
of conducting combat against different air targets at low, medium, and high
altitudes and in the stratosphere,

Our probable enemies are developing their aviation in every way
possible and they are increasing the effectiveness of its strikes with the
use of nuclear and chemical weapons and conventional means of destruction.
Therefore, the role of air defense in achieving the objectives of a front e
offensive is continuously increasing. Under modern canditions it is an \_ /)
integral part of the combat actions of front troops and it is implemented
in order to inflict decisive damage on the enemy in the air, repel his
strikes against front troops and installations, maintain the firepower and
striking power of troops, and ensure their freedom of maneuver and their
successful fulfilment of combat tasks.,

The main tasks of front air defense trocps in an offensive operation
are to repel the initisT massed nuclear strike of an air enemy, to cover
the main troop grouping from air strikes when fulfilling immediate and
subsequent tasks, and to cover the control posts, most important rear
services installations, and transportation lines of the front. They fulfil
these tasks in cooperation with air ammy fighter aviatiofl, large units of
the Air Defense Forces of the Country, and air defense forces and means of
adjacent fronts, and -- on a coastal axis -- with air defense means of the

Navy!

Present-day front air defense troops are a mass branch amm
incorporated into operational formations and combined-arms large units,
units, and subunits. They are axmed with complex and diverse equipment, of
vhich surface-to-air missile systems of different classes and types are the
backbone. This makes it possible to establish mixed groupings of
antiaircraft means and to construct a fire system for all altitudes,

If one takes into account the air defense means of ammies, a front can
have its complement, as a variant, four to six KRUG-A surface-to-alr ’
missile brigades, one to two S-75, one to two S-125, and 13 to 15 KUB and
0SA surface-to-air missile regiments, an antiaircraft artillery divisiom,
nine to ten light antiaircraft artillery regiments, a radiotechnical
brigade, and three to five army air defense radiotechnical battalions,

The combat capabilities of front air defense troops are first of all
characterized by the number of expected losses of enemy aircraft when his

TS #798245
Copy #




FIRDB-312/01997-79
Page 57 of 416 Pages

massed strikes against front troops and installations are repulsed. These
losses depend on the composition of the air defense troops, the level of
their combat readiness and participation in repelling the raid, the
technical reliability of the armament, the probability of destruction of
air targets by missiles and shells, the effectiveness of control, and also
on the nature of the air enemy's actions, When calculating combat
capabilities, the effect of the factors listed above are taken into accoumt
with the appropriate coefficients. In addition to this, the combat
capabilities of air defense troops depend on the availability of

surface-to-air missiles (antiaircraft ammmition). .. o

Taking all those conditions into consideration in the aggregate it is
possible to expect that when repelling a massed attack of enemy aviation,
front air defense forces and means are capable of destroying 15 to 20
percent of the total number of air targets participating in the attack.

Radiotechnical large units and units of front air defense troops in
cooperation with frontline large units (formations) of the Air Defense
Forces of the Country can establish a solid radar recommaissance zone
throughout the front zone and on the approaches to it, begiming from low
gltitudes and going up to 30 to 40 kilometers, The detection range of air
targets by radar reconnaissance means can be as follows: up to 20 to 40
kilometers at altitudes of 100 to 200 meters; up to 50 to 70 kilometers at
altitudes of 300 to 500 meters; and up to 100 to 250 kilometers at v
altitudes of 1,000 meters or more,

The maneuver capabilities of large units and units bf the gir defemse
troops ensure continuous cover of front troops during combat actions.

The basic principles of air defense are concentration of the principal
efforts for cover of the main troop growing of a front; timely and
extensive maneuver during an operation; continuous cooperation of different
air defense means among themselves, with fighter aviation, with the air
defense t s of adjacent fronts, and with the Air Defense Forces of the
Country; stebility and a constant high level of combat readiness for
repelling air strikes; continuous and flexible control of combat actions.

An airborne assault brigade is a highly mobile large unit capable of
delivering surprise attacks : the air and on the ground in short time
periods against different targets in the enemy rear. It can be used both
independently and in cooperation with front and army aviation and with
advancing large units of first-echelon troops to destroy missile/nuclear
means, nuclear and conventional warhead depots, tanks, artillery and air
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defense means at their positions, radioelectronic targets, and control and
commmications posts, The combat task of this brigade may also include
seizure and retention of important road junctions, bridgeheads at water
obstacles, and mountain passes and gaps; completion of the rout of a small
enemy grouping after delivery of a nuclear strike against it, etc., With
fire of the onboard antitank guided missiles it is capable of destroying as
many as 50 to 80 enemy armored targets; using bombs and inflammable
mixtures and firing free rockets it can neutralize up to two battalions on
the march and in concentration areas; and in a ground attack of airbome
assault battalions supported by combat helicopters, it can destroy cne
motorized infantry battalion in a defense or knock out three to four enemy
targets such as a large unit command post, a battery of missile launchers,
etc.

Depending on the nature of the tasks to be fulfilled and the
situational conditions, the brigade can operate at full strength or as
individual subunits, -

The airborne division is the basic operational-tactical large unit of
airborne Troops. It can be used according to the instructions of the
Supreme High Command as an operational airborme landing force in support of
a front offensive operation.

While operating in the enemy rear area, an airborne division can
fulfil different tasks, e.g., destroy missile/nuclear means and nuclear
weapons bases and depots; seize and hold airfield complexes, mountain
passes and gaps which are important from an operational standpoint, and
crossings and bridgeheads at wide water obstacles; complete the rout of
individual groupings which have been subjected to a massed nuclear strike;
seize islands, straits, and naval bases and ports; and disrupt troop
control and the operation of the enemy's rear services, ;

The airdrop (landing) depth of an airborme division is determined by
the concept of a front operation. Accordingly, the following are taken
into consideration: <the scales of employment of nuclear and conventional
weapons, the capabilities for destruction of the enemy's air defense system
in the transit zone and in the landing area and of his aviation and
reserves which can oppose the airborne force, and also the radii of
operation of military transport aircraft, the capabilities of the division
itself to conduct combat actions in the enemy's rear, and the capabilities
of front troops to support and ensure those actions. Taking into E
consideration the factors listed above, the landing depth of an airborne .
division can average 200 to 400 kilometers, i.e., within the limits of the
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immediate task of a fromt.

To conduct recommaissance, & front has agent, special, aerial, radio,
radiotechnical, radar, radiation, and chemical recomnaissance forces and
means , _

Agent reconnaissance is one of the principal types of recomnaissance,

especially in peacetime, It is organized and conducted in accordance with
separate instructions and tasks.

Wﬁ is conducted only after the beginning of a war.
To t it, & front can have a separate special-purpose battalion
capable of allocating ip to 40 recommaissance groups and it can also have
special.purpose conpans OF CObMMSCeRINS STRies and tank ermies, sach of
ch can SWS. Consequently, & front haying four

armjes can iltrate up to special -purpose re_(co,r_mn;;iiancgmt_lpg_mto
the enemy rear and reconnoiter 80 to 160 targets (areas). The infiltration
depth of front groups can reach I,UUU Kilometers.

T e ———

The abilities of radio and radiotechmical recomaissance are mainly
determined the number of deployed posts and the avgilability of
equipment. To conduct this reconnaissance, a fronymay have one OSNAZ
radio regiment and one OSNAZ radiotechnical regiment.” Every combined-arms
army has one OSNAZ radio battalion and one OSNAZ radiotechnical battalion,
mdat/axxkamyhasanOSNAZradiobattalion.

An OSNAZ radio regiment can conduct recomnaissance in a zone up to 500
kilometers wide and to a depth of up to 1,000 kilometers, An OSNAZ
radiotechnical regiment carries out radiotechnical recommaissance in a zone
400 to 500 kilometers wide and to a depth of up to 450 kilometers.

A significant amount of recomnaissance information is also obtained by
the forces and means of field, artillery, and engineer recomnaissance,
which should be taken into consideration when organizing recommaissance in
8 front operation,

SPETSNAZ radio and radiotechnical units are intended for electronic
neutralization, A Iront may have one SPEIZNAZ-F radio regiment or radio
battalion, one SPEISNAZ-F radiotechnical regiment or battalion, and one
SPETSNAZ-F helicopter squadron., Each combined-arms army and tank army has
one SPETSNAZ-A radio battalion, one SPETSNAZ-A radiotechnical battalion,
and one SPETSNAZ-A helicopter squadron. An air anmy has a SPETSNAZ
radiotechnical battalion and a SPETSNAZ radio air regiment.
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Such a complement makes it possible for SPETSNAZ radio umits to
simultaneously and effectively jam 100 to 200 shortwave radio contacts, 70
to 100 ultra-shortwave radio contacts, and 80 to 150 radio-relay
commmications lines. In reference to an enemy grouping in the Western
Theater of Military Operations, these means can jam the control radio
commmications of the staffs of an army group, an allied tactical air
force, and two national tactical air forces, or those of two army corps and
two national tactical air forces. Army SPETSNAZ radio wnits can
similtaneously jam-the radio coommications of six to ten of the enemy's
first-echelon divisions.,

Front and army SPETSNAZ radiotechnical units are able to cover the
sites™oF front and army missile brigades and the principal groupings of
front and army troops against precision bombing; interdict flights of enemy
aircraft at low and extremely low altitudes on the principal axes of their
flight; neutralize ultra-shortwave radio commmications for guiding
tactical aviation aircraft to ground targets in an area 400 to 500
kilometers in frontage and 50 to 150 kilometers in depth; and prevent
guidance to a target area with the aid of the Tacan radio navigation system
of 400 to 600 enemy aircraft to a depth of 60 to 300 kilometers.

The basic principles of the use of SPETSNAZ radio and radiotechnical
units are to mass them on the mainh axes and to use them by surprise at
decisive moments of a front operation in coordination with the actions of
front troops and with The measures for the destruction of the epnemy's:
control posts and most important radioelectronic installations.

Engineer t s gre intended for performing the most complex and
labor-intensive %KS of engineer preparation which require the use of
engineer equipment and special training of persomnel.

With anmy engineer units included, s front can have as a variant one
to two engineer/combat engineer brigades, one to two engineer road- and
bridgebuilding brigades; four to five engineer/combat engineer regiments;
six to seven pontoon bridge regiments; one engineer position preparation
regiment; five to six amphibious crossing battalions; four to five engineer
obstacle battalions; two to three obstacle clearing battalions; one .
battalion for control post preparation and one for field water supply; one
to two engineer camouflage battalions; and two to three engineer repair
battalions. '

At that strength engineer troops are able to fulfil the tasks assigned
them for the preparation of a front departure area in eight to nine days,
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including the departure areas of first-echelon divisions in four to five
days; prepare 8,000 to 10,000 kilometers [sic] of tracks and routes in one
day; clear from 80 to 100 to as many as 150 or 160 lanes through enemy
minefields, depending on the types of sweeps used; have mobile obstacle
detachments set up minefields at the rate of up to 85 kilometers per hour
with the expenditure of one set; and support the crossings of troops on
amphibious means and ferries over a water obstacle 150 to 200 meters wide
for a total of up to one division per hour, and two divisions per hour over
bridges. On the whole, engineer troops of that strength ensure that a
front fulfils the diverse tasks of an offensive operation,

The basic principle of the combat employment of engineer troops is to
mass them for the fulfilment of the most irportant tasks on whose
accomplishment the success of an operation primarily depends. On the main
axis of a front are concentrated the main efforts not only of front
engineer units but also those of wnits of the Reserve of the Supreme High
Command arriving to reinforce the front.

Chemical troops sre intended for fulfilling chemical support tasks in
an offensive operetion, such as obtaining data on the coordinates and
parameters of nuclear bursts; conducting radiation, chemical, and
non-specific bioclogical recommaissance; monitoring the level of
contamination of troogs, combat equipment, reserves of materiel, and
terrain contaminated by radioactive and toxic agents; conducting complete
decontamination treatment of troops, chemical decontamination of roads,
biological decontamination, and insect control; and using flamethrower
subunits and camouflage smokes, T

Chemical troops subordinate to a front can include a chemical defense
brigade, two to three chemical defense battalions, one to two terrain ’
chemical decontamination battalions, a teclmical battalion, one to two
separate chemical decontamination battalions, two to three special
monitoring battalions; four to six radiation and chemical recomsaissance
companies, and two computation and analysis stations. In addition, one
squadron of helicopters (aircraft) is usually used to conduct radiation
recommaissance, o

If division and army chemical units are added to the above units, then
a front can have a total of 70 to 80 rated battalions in its complement,

'The overall capabilities of the large units and units of chemical troops

make it possible to fulfil the following volume of tasks: take fixes on
360 to 400 nuclear bursts, determine their parameters, and process the data
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in the front zone in three to four hours; carry out in one hour the gerial
radiation reconnaissance of 3,000 to 3,600 kilometers of roads or 7,000 to
9,000 square kilometers of terrain; in two to three hours conduct ground
radiation and chemical recommaissance of 100 to 120 routes at a speed of 20
to 30 kilometers per hour, and of 20 to 24 areas up to 600 square
kilometers each; and carry out decontamination treatment of 12 to 18
divisions in six to eight hours, chemical decontamination of 70 to 90
kilometers of roads, and chemical and biological decontamination of 35,000
to 50,000 sets of summer uniforms in 10 hours.

Commmications t s are used to provide stable and continuous
control of the troops, %orces, and means of a front in an offensive
operation. The complement of front commmications units usually includes a
separate commmications regiment to allow for two locations for the
commmications center of the command post, a forward command post
commmications battalion, a rear control post commmications regiment, a
coommications battalion of auxiliary commmications centers, two
radio-relay battalions, two long-range commmications battalions, two
construction and maintenance battalions, commmications line battalions
according to the mumber of armies and front missile brigades, a mixed
commumnications air regiment, two centers and three stations for courier and
postal commmications, and other subumits,

Thus, from an analysis of the combat strength and capabilities of a
modern front it is evident that in an offensive operation it can
successTully accomplish the most diverse tasks under different situational
conditions. The capabilities of & front to use nuclear weapons, the high
degree of saturation of its troops With tanks, artillery, air defense
means, and other modern combat equipment, and the presence of powerful
aviation in its complement make it possible to inflict decisive damage on
the enemy within short time periods and carry out the rout of large
operational groupings of his troops, forces, and means both with the use of
nuclear weapons and with the use of only conventional means of destruction.

In examining the combat capabilities of a front, it is necessary to
also take into consideration the political consCiousness, morale, and level
of psychological preparation and combat training of the troops and not to
.forget the decisive role of the human element in an operation. Owing to
the high morale and political quelities of persomnel, their political
consciousness, boundless devotion to the cause of the Commmist Party, love
for their socialist homeland, and also their awareness of their :
international duty, the Soviet Armed Forces have enormous advantages over
the armies of the imperialist states and they are the most important source
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of victory over any enemy.

The saturation of the troops with complex and diverse combat equipment
requires that personnel who operate this equipment be highly qualified, :
The effectiveness of the use of modern means of destruction and military
equipment is directly dependent on the level of training and the combat
skill of all categories of military personnel, on the training and teamwork
gxfld units and large units, and on the organizational abilities of commanders

staffs, ' '

The continuous development of the armament, combat equipment, and
organizational structure of the troops is an objective process, a :
dialectical law, Therefore, a most important obligation of the commander .
and staff of a front is to constantly take into consideration the changes | (/
that are occurring and to be able to rapidly assess and utilize to the Vo
maximm all the increasing combat capsbilities of their troops.

5. Methods of conducting a front offensive ﬁgmtion.
Selection of axes ot the main other €S,

By the method of conducting an offensive operation we mean a definite
employment procedure for the troops, forces, and means of a front to
achieve the objective of an operation, Accordingly, '"'employment procedire'
includes an entire series of elements, such as the substance of front tasks
in the process of achieving the objective of an operation, the aXes of the
main and other thrusts [attacks] , the methods of using nuclear and other
types of weapons, the methods of routing enemy groupings and accomplishing
intermediate tasks with troops, and the nature of troop cooperation in
accamplishing the tasks and achieving the objective of an operation. All
these elements, taken as a whole under the specific conditions of a
situation, determine the essence of any one method of conducting an
operation. '

The use of the most expedient method of conducting an operation is of
decisive importance for its success, since it predetermines the complete
rout of the enemy and the achievement of the objective of the operation in
short time periods and with the fewest losses to the front. V. I. LENIN at

the VIII Congress of the Party assigned the Red Army The task of mastering
all the methods of conducting a war, because he saw this as one of the
important conditions for victory over a strong enemy.
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The methods of conducting an operation depend first of all on the
quantity and quality of the weapons and combat equipment to be used in the
operation. V. I. LENIN repeatedly pointed out this dependence: 'Military
tactics,' he wrote in 1906 in his article 'Lessans of the Moscow Uprising,"
"depend on the level of the military equipment...''*

The change in methods caused by the extensive introduction of nuclear

confirmation of the correctness of this Marxist-Leninist principle. With
the emergence and development of nuclear weapons, new branches of the armed
forces and branch arms made their appearance; it became possible to
simultaneously destroy the enmemy to the entire depth of his disposition and
to rout him in short time periods; methods of employing front aviation,
tanks, artillery, and combined-arms large units and formations on the
battlefield changed, and so did the tasks and content of measures to
support combat actions and control troops; and the scope of operations
increased. ’

Determining the method of conducting any one specific front offensive
operation depends on the concept of the strategic operation, the combat
capabilities of the front, the strength, operational position, and
antt:.ri;cipated actions of the enemy, and the physical geographic conditions of
a theater.

Under conditions of the unrestricted use of nuclear weapons, the basis
of the methods of conducting an offensive will be the infliction of :
decisive damage on the enemy with nuclear weapons and a rapid offensive by
tank, motorized rifle, airborne assault, and airborne landing troops to
rout the enemy and seize his territory within short time periods.

The most effective method of conducting an operation under these

conditions will be to infl cisive damage on the en in initial
and subsequent nuclear strikes to entire 0 ) rational
dispositiom, o tonduct a rapid offensive with our troops which have

maintained and reestablished their combat effectiveness in cooperation with
airborne assault large units (units) and airborne landing forces along the
shortest axes toward the areas where the objective of the operation is to
be achieved, and to split up the enemy's main groupings and destroy them in
detail (Appendix 2).

-------------------------

* V. I, LENIN, Complete Collected Works, Volume 13, page 374.

TS #798245

#
T RETY Copy



FOPSEEREL_

FIRDB-312/01997-79
Page 65 of 416 Pages

Splitting up the enemy's groupings disrupts his operational stability
and troop control and it creates favorable conditions for their rapid
defeat in detail with simultaneous development of the offensive to a great
depth at high rates of advance. Such actions disperse the enemy's efforts
by axes, contain the maneuver of his forces and means, and impede his use
of nuclear weapons. :

When the contour of the front line is to our advantage, a method which !
can be used is the infliction of damage on the ememy with nuclear weapons
and an offensive by front troop groupings along converging axes for the
purpose of encircling and destroying his directly opposing main forces,
with the simultanecus development of an offensive into the depth. As this
takes place, and depending on the enemy's position, his encirclement and
destruction can be carried out independently by front troops or in
cooperation with an adjacent front,

The use of nuclear weapons, airborne landing forces, and airborne e
assault large units (units) and also the high maneuver capabilities of
front troops on the offensive make it possible to rapidly split up the
enemy, penetrate into the depth of his operational disposition, get to the
flanks and rear of troop groupings, and create favorable conditions for the
rapid destruction of his main forces. However, one should take into
consideration the fact that, in order to :gpose the encirclement, the enemy
can also use nuclear weapons and exploit the high maneuver capabilities of
his own troops. Therefore, advancing front troops must reliably safeguard
their own flanks and defeat enemy attempts to oppose the encirclement.

Under certain conditions of a situation, a method of conducting an ™
offensive operation which can be used is the infliction of decisive damage
on the enemy with nuclear weapons and a rapid offensive by the main forces
of a front along the shortest axes into the depth of his disposition, with
a similfaneous enveloping attack by a portion of our forces on the flank
and rear of the enemy grouping in order to pin it against a large natural
obstacle and subsequently destroy it, This method can be used, for
instance, in conducting an offensive operation on a coastal axis, when a
front cuts off an enemy coastal grouping, pins it to the sea, and destroys
1T 1IN cooperation with naval forces, or when conducting an operation in
mountainous areas and other areas that have natural obstacles against whi
separated enemy groupings can be pimmed and subsequently destroyed by
advancing troops.

It should be taken into consideration that, under the conditions of
the increased scope of an offensive operation and of the possible abrupt
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changes in the operational situation during an offensive, in order to
achieve the objective of an operation the use of not one but several
methods of conducting an operation in different combinations may be
required. Thus, when fulfilling the immediate task of a front it is
possible to inflict decisive damage on the enemy with nuclear weapons and
to carry out an offensive with front troop groupings along converging axes
for the purpose of encircling and destroying the enemy; and when fulfilling
the subsequent task, to hit the enemy with nuclear weapons and conduct a
rapid offensive with troops along several axes for the purpose of routing
the enemy's deep reserves and successfully completing the front operation.
Other combinations of different methods are possible in one operation.

In an offensive operation where only conventional weapons are used,
the destruction of the enemy is achieved by massed strikes of rocket troops
and aviation and by the powerful fire of artillery, tank, antitank, and
other fire means, while the main role in routing ememy groupings will
belong to tank and motorized rifle troops, in close cooperation with
airborne assault large units (units) and airborne landing forces., Taking
into consideration the limited capabilities of conventional weapons as
compared to nuclear weapons, the basis of the methods for conducting an
operation will be the successive rout of the enemy across the front and
depthwise., To successfully conduct an operation requires the establishment
of a decisive superiority.in_forces and means, especially on the axis of
the main thrust, and the use of gaps and weak spots in the enemy's
operaticnal and combat disposition .in order to carry out a bold troop
?;,namgrltoﬂm flank and rear of his opposing groupings and destroy them

n detail, ! .

The methods of conducting an offensive operation with the use of only
conventional means of destruction will mainly be distinguished by the
successive rout of the enemy, by the more frequent breakthrough of a
defense and the use of maneuver to surround and cut off his troop
groupings, and by a significant increase in the insemsity of use of
artillery and aircraft for the fire destruction of the enemy and the ”
support of advancing troops. .

A unique feature the conduct of a front offensive operation with
the use of conventional means of destruction is the participation of the
front air ammy in an air operation in a theater of military operations..

One of the principal methods of conducting an offensive operation with
the use of conventional weapans can be the destruction of the enemy through
massed strikes of rocket troops and aviation and powerful artillery fire,
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delivery of a frontal attack on several axes by troops, and the
fragmentation and successive destruction of enemy groupings in detail with
the simultaneous development of an offensive into the depth and towards the
flanks (Appendix 3).

The delivery of attacks by front troops along converging axes will be
used more often in an operation where conventional weapons gre used than in
one where nuclear weapons are used in order to surround and destroy the
opposing enemy, with simultaneous development of the offensive into the
depth, particularly when the configuration of a front line favors an
encirclement,

_¥When conducting an offensive operation on a coastal axis it may be
advisable to deliver a frontal attack from the interior of the mainland and
to simultaneously deliver an enveloping attack along the seacoast in order
to isolate the enemy's coastal grouping from the support of his fleet and
to destroy it in cooperation with our naval forces, When large natural
obstacles (mountains, areas of wooded swampy terrain, lagoons, or wide.
river estuaries) are present, it is more advantageous to deliver an
enveloping attack from the interior of the mainland towards the coast in
order to cut the enemy's coastal grouping off from his troops operating on
land and to subsequently destroy it in cooperation with the naval forces.

In an offensive operation a front will have to carry out the rout of
the enemy’'s major individual groupm' gs, which differ in their fumction,
strength, and operational position. By major grouping we mean that
grouping of troops, forces, and means which can bring about important
changes in the operational situation by its actions, A major grouping may
include from one to several army corps with their missile/nuclear,
antiaircraft, and other means of destruction. Both during the preparation
of an operation and during its conduct, it is therefore extremely important
to detect the enemy's individual groupings in time and to determine such a
procedure for their destruction that should result in the establishment of
favorable conditions for the successful conduct of the front offensive
operation, -

The methods of routing the enemy's major groupings (Appendix 4) depend
on their composition and operational position and the nature of their
actions, as well as on the combat capabilities and position of our own
troops. The most effective method of routing an enemy grouping with the
use of nuclear weapons will be to deliver a massed nuclear strike with the
nutber of nuclear warheads which will ensure its reliable destruction and
camplete loss of combat effectiveness. A highly effective method can be to
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deliver a massed nuclear strike against an enemy grouping in combination
with a rapid offensive of the troops which complete the destruction of this
grouping., In those instances when a front requires considerable time to
prepare a massed nuclear strike, or iT there are insufficient data on the
position of enemy targets to deliver such a strike against them, the rout
of a major grouping can be carried out through the successive delivery of
sgera:.l grouped nuclear strikes in combination with a rapid troop
offensive,

When only conventional means of destruction are used, the basis of
routing the enemy's major groupings will be to inflict damage on him with
strikes by rocket troops, front and army aviation, and artillery fire in
combination with fire from and an attack by tank and motorized rifle
troops. Depending on the conditions of a situation, advancing troops
participating in the rout of a major enemy grouping can deliver frontal
splitting attacks against it and enveloping attacks on the flank and rear
of the enemy for the purpose of rapidly destroying him in detail, or they
can deliver attacks along converging axes in order to surround and destroy
the enemy grouping., While routing the major enemy grouping, front troops
must simultaneously develop the offensive into the depth at high rates of

advance,

Closely connected with determination of the method of conducting an!
offensive operation is the selection of the axis of the main thrust [main A&
attack]. The main thrust is the thrust delivered by the main grouping off ™*
troops, missile/nuclear means, and aviation of & front on an axis of
decisive importance for routing the enemy's principal forces and achieving
the objective of the operation.

Correct selection of the axis of the main thrust predetermines the *

" success of an offensive and it is therefore the basis of the decision for
" an operation. V. I. LENIN considered the esteblishment of an overwhelming]
. superiority of forces at a decisive moment and at a decisive point as a
' necessary condition for the achievement of not only military but .
political success.

Hh

- Selecting the axis of the main thrust requires an in-depth analysis o
the military, sociopolitical, economic, and physical geographic conditions
of a situation with due regard for the possible changes in it. The skill
with which this axis is selected manifests a commander's level of training,
operational competence, and leadership ability, -
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The selection of the axis of the thrust to rout DENIKIN's army in the
fall of 1919 can serve as a characteristic example of skilful consideration
of political, economic, and military factors in detemmining the main
thrust., As compared to the thrust of the Southwestern Front from the
Tsaritsyn area to Novorossiysk, the delivery of the maifi thrust of the
Southern Front from Orel and Voronezh through Kursk, Kharkov, and the
Donbass to Rostov proved to be more advantageous because, first of all, it
permitted the establishment of the attack grouping of the Southern Front in
& short time; second, in the path of the offensive our troops were able to
count on the active support of the working class and the poorest peasants;
and, third, the Red Army, advancing on this axis, liberated the important
industrial centers and coal[-producing] areas of the Ukraine, which was of ;
immense economic importance to the young Soviet Republic.

Military, sociopolitical, and economic factors were also constantly
taken into consideration when selecting the axes of thrusts in the front
operations of the Great Patriotic War. The main thrusts were usually
delivered against vulnerable spots in the enemy's defense (in sectors

defended by the less combat-effective troops of Fascist Germany's /

satellites or by undermammed German large units as well as against the
boundaries and flanks of defending. troops) and on axes where there were
major administrative and political centers, the capitals of states, and
industrial areas.

j

f
i}

Determination of the axis of the main thrust is directly influenced by

the concept of the strategic operation and also by the composition,
position, and anticipated nature of actions of the enemy's main grouping
whose destruction is the objective of the offensive operation. Moreover,
in the first offensive operation one should consider not only the enemy
grouping set yp_in peacetime and located in the border areas but also its
possible increase in size, through full mobilization of troops and the
execution of maneuver to the front zone from other axes, In addition,
prior to the initiation of milTtary actions the enemy can of course carry
out the rebasing of his aviation and the regrouping of his troops to
Lselected axes of attack, and this makes it necessary to take him into
consideration not only in a static situation but also in a fluid ome,

In a subsequent front offensive operation the selection of the axis of
g the main thrust will be substantially influenced by the actual position of .

the front troops from the standpoint of the possibility of establishing
\ attack groupings in short time periods without special regrouping, because -

(\'fomplex regrouping may lead to a tapering off of the offensive and even to
S aa T PO
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a certain pause between the first operation and the subsequent operation,
which nust not be permitted,

The delivery of a mein thrust against a vulnerable location of the
enemy, particularly in an offensive where conventional means of destruction
are used, has indisputable advantages, since this will make it possible to
penetrate into the enemy's disposition more rapidly than on other axes and
with fewer losses, make a breach in his defense, and get to the flanks and
rear of his main troop grouping. -

At the same time -- and this is confirmed by the experience of the I
Great Patriotic War -- a main thrust can also be delivered where the enemy
is sufficiently strong and aggressive, if this is dictated by the cancept
of the strategic operation, particularly in the event that nuclear weapons
are used, But then on this axis it will be necessary to establish decisive
superiority over the ememy in nuclear means, aviation, tanks, and artillery
in order to inflict such damage on him with the massed use of nuclear and
conventional weapons, with rocket troops, artillery, front and army
aviation, and air defense means (against the enemy in ¥he air) that it will
lead to the loss of his combat effectiveness and create favorable -
conditions to complete his destruction with the rapid actions of motorized
rifle, tank, and airborne assault troops and airborne landing forces,

The axis of the main thrust is usually defined to the depth of the
immediate task of the front, since it is difficult in advance to take into
consideration the changes In & situstion during fulfilment of the
subsequent task. Sometimes the axis of the main thrust can be defined to
the entire depth of an operation, It is not out of the question to change
the axis of the main thrust during an operation, if the situation warrants
it. -

Like the objective of an offemnsive operation, the axis of the main
thrust is defined to be the same regardless of whether the operation will
begin with the use of nuclear weapons or with the use of only conventional
means of destruction,

The axis of the other thrust (thrusts) is defined in support of the
main thrust of a front and in support of the rout of the enemy's main
growping. By delivering other thrusts, one will split up the opposing _
enemy and achieve his destruction in detail in shorter time periods.

Established and operating on the axes of the other thrusts are
growpings of front forces and means which would be superior in strength to.
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the opposing enemy and would ensure his defeat and the conduct of an
offensive at high rates of advance both with the use of nuclear weapons and
with the use of only conventional means of destruction.

The number of thrusts in an offensive operation of a front is
determined by its capabilities to establish the necessary superiority in
forces and means over the enemy on each axis. Taking into consideration
the strength and capabilities of a modern front, in its first offensive
operation there can be two to three axes of thrusts, including one main
axis. We cannot exclude the delivery of a thrust by a front on a single
axis, for instance, when two armies will be operating in"its first echelon.

In addition to front strength, the number and capacity of axes
accessible for an offensive by operational troop groupings will have a
great influence on the selection of the axes of thrusts under special
conditions of a theater of military operatioms,

During the conduct of a subsequent operation when the enemy's grouping
in a theater will be weakened and his troop cooperation disrupted, the
nurber of thrusts can be increased.

For the offensive on the axes of thrusts, mein and other attack
[thrust) groupings , Tespectively, are established, Their composition is \3
determined when making a decision for the operation and it ificludes Tirst-
and "second-echelon formations and large units of the front with their
reinforcement means which are operating on any one axis, air defense forces
and means, and front reserves with account taken of both the troops
available in peacetime and those which will be mobilized in the territory
of the military district (group of forces) or will be added to the front
from the interior of the country.

The need to establish front attack groupings is dictated by the most 'Y\
important principle of military art, which consists in the massing of !
forces and means and the establishment of superiority over the enemy at a
decisive point. In his article '"Elections for the Constituent Assembly and
the Dictatorship of the Proletarist' written in December of 1919, V. I. )
LENIN pointed out that to have a superiority of forces at a decisive moment
and at a decisive point is a law of military success.

The experience of the Great Patriotic War fully confirmed that
Leninist principle. Thus, the total width cf the breakthrough sectors
where the efforts of a front in offensive operations were concentrated
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varied from 14 to 16 to as much as 40 to 60 kilometers, which amounted to
from 7 to 9 to as high as 20 or 25 percent respectively of the entire width
of the offensive zone of a frant. Included in the complement of the main
grouping of a front were 40 to 60 to as high as 75 percent of the rifle
troops, 40 or S0 Up to 70 or 80 percent of the artillery, 60 to 80 or 90
percent of the tanks and self-propelled guns, and nearly all the forces (80
to 100 percent) of aviation. This skilful massing of forces and and means
made it possible on the axes of thrusts to establish a three- to fivefold
superiority over the enemy in troop persommel, a five- to eightfold ~
superiority in tenks and artillery, and a three- to fivefold superiority in !
aircraft, At the same time, such operations were also conducted when —
Soviet troops, having negligible superiority, and only in terms of
individual indices at that, successfully achieved the objectives of the
operation (the Western Front in the Moscow counteroffensive in December
1941, the Southwestern Front in the Stalingrad counteroffensive in December
1942), These examples Confirm that to achieve success in an cperation the
art of the commander and staff of a front in organizing an operation and in
commanding the troops when conducting it is of paramount importance.

The methods of defining the necessary superiority of forces over the
enemy and also the densities of tanks and artillery are based on the combat
capabilities of these means for destroying the enemy under the specific
conditions of & situation,

To determine the necessary tactical demsity of tanks in an offensive,

let us take a defending mechanjzed division of the US A_x_n% as an example.
Its numerical stren@\ consists of approximately 400 single items of
30 to

antitank de ans, including 243 tanks, FEven if Tcent of
the means which can be destmyedsﬁ'—a'ﬁ"ﬁle and moforized infantry fire
and by air strikes are excluded From number _~then the portion

to be destroyed by tafiks will be about{240/to £80)single items.

In that instance where the above division is defeHlding it¥Elf in & 20- to
25-kilometer zone, advancing trgeps may encounter ((%m‘:in the limits of the
entire of a ense zone) b 11 to. 12 or(14 gle antitank items
per kilometer of front. If, as ef#ught by the experrefice of the Great

Pa ar of troop combat training, we proceed from the fact that
an attacker uires approximately three tanks to dest¥oy one < ’
antitamr‘g\:nTx, or antitank guided %ssﬂe in & defense, ;en :m: % policy
adopted 3 SS Te ugh of a prepared enemy defense,
advancing first-echelon divisions must have 30 to 42 tanks (10 x 3 = 30 and

14 x 3 = 42) on"each kilometer of & breakthrough sector, Out of that
number, the densitz of direct support tanks will be 15 to 20 to one
kilometer of front:

e
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The necessary superiority in the mumber of tanks is usually determined
from a calculation of their organic mumerical strength. In the variant we
are taking, the enemy will have spproximately 10 to 12 tanks to one
kilometer of front (243 :+ 20 kilometers = spproximately 12; 243 + 25
kilometers = approximately 10). If we divide the necessary number of tanks
of the attacker by the number of tanks of the defending enemy on each
kilometer of a breakthrough sector, then the result will be approximately
three- to fourfold superiority (42 + 10 = 4,2 and 30 + 10 = 3),

The need to establish superiority over the enemy in artillery stems
from its requirements for the accomplishment of fire tasks, allowing for
the infliction of losses of 30 to 40 percent on the enemy. Under modem
conditions, to successfully neutralize the artillery of the defender, it is
necessary for the attacker to have two to three times as much artillery as
the enemy. But in addition to this, the attacker, as shown by
calculations, requires roughly that much [more] artillery to fulfil other
fire tasks, such as neutralizing tanks, individual guns, persomnel, fire
means in strongpoints, radars, control posts, and other targets.
Consequently, to break through a prepared enemy defense, the attacker, in
all, will need to have roughly a four- to fivefold superiority in artillery
in the breakthrough sector. —

To rout the enemy when breaking through a hastily occupied defense,
the indices of the necessary superiority and tactical densities will be
reduced to a considerable degree, since in this case the fire means and
persomnel of the enemy will be less sheltered and a smaller number of tanks
and artillery will be needed to destroy them.

The need to establish superiority during an offensive where
conventional weapons are used entails concentrating forces and means
towards the axes of thrusts and breakthrough sectors and significantly
tightening up a front troop grouping, which under modern conditions can be
exploited by the enemy to inflict damage through the massed use of nuclear
weapons, In order to lessen this danger it is necessary to reliably cover
the troops against strikes from the air and to take effective protective
measures against nuclear weapons. For this same purpose, in the departure
area for the offensive it is necessary to carefully shelter and camouflage
the troops and to exploit the protective properties of the terrain for ,
their disposition. With the transition to an offensive it is necessary to
bring first-echelon large wunits up to the selected breakthrough sectors in
the shortest possible time periods, and after the breakthrough, v
particularly with the growth of the threat of enemy use of nuclear weapons, {
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it is necessary to disperse them through a more rapid advance into the
depth and towards the flanks. Prior to being committed to an engagement
(battle), second-echelon and reserve large units and units are to be
positioned in a dispersed mamner, if possible beyond the range of the
enemy's atomic and long-range artillery and tactical missiles.

6. Operational disposition of troops

An operati disposition is taken to mean a grouping of the troops,
forces, and means of a front established to fulfil the tasks of an
offensive operation.

An operational disposition should correspond to the concept of an
operation and to the method selected for conducting it, ensure the
possibility of establishing the attack groupings of the front end building
up efforts on the axes of thrusts, and create favorable conditions for the
dispersed disposition of troops on the terrain, for their maneuvering from
the depth and across the front, for the tightening up of the battle
formations of troops to break through a defense during an offensive where
conventional weapons are used, and for the implementation of continuous
cooperation and firm troop control. The above-mentioned requirements for
an operational disposition must be fulfilled not only in the departure
position but also during the offensive.

The operational disposition depends mainly on the concept of the fromt
operation, the strength and depth of disposition of the enemy, the combat
strength of a front, and the physical geographic conditions of a theater of
military operatioms.

The experience of the offensive operations of the first period of the
Great Patriotic War indicates that in connection with the lack of forces in
the composition of fronts, their operational dispositions usually had one
echelon, As a rule, there were no major forces at the disposal of the
comander to decisively augment attacks during an offensive operation.

The subsequent increase in front combat strength and, on the other
hand, the increase in the depth and strength of the defense of
German-Fascist troops led to an increase in the depth of the operational
disposition, In the summer and fall campaign of 1943, the operational
disposition of a front, besides having a first echelon, often included a
second echelon made up of & combined-arms ammy, an air ammy, and a mobile
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group which included a tank army or a mechanized (cavalry) corps.

In the third period of the war, particularly in 1945, the presence of
a strong first and second echelon and of 8 mobile grouwp in a front
operational disposition became a common occurvence. But, in &ddition to
that, combined-arms, tank, and antitank reserves, plus reserves of engineer
and chemical troops, were established,

Thus, as the numerical strength of Soviet troops grew, so did that of
the operational echelons, the mobile groups, and the combined-arms and
special reserves of a front, which enabled it to successfully accomplish
tasks for the reliable Teutralization of the enemy, rapid breakthrough of
his deeply echeloned defense, buildup of efforts, and the development of an
offensive at high rates of advance.

According to present-day views, the operational disposition of a front

in an offensive operation (Appendix 5) can include first-echelon armies; a
.,second echelon; groupings of rocket troops, fromt and army aviation, air
_defense troops, and special troops; airborne landing forces, and -- on a
" coastal axis -- amphibious landing forces, and an airborne assault large

unit; combined-arms and antitank reserves; a mobile obstacle detachment;
and reserves of engineer and chemical troops.

A ng;g-echelon digggitm i1l gﬁm‘ vwhen there are enough forces in
the t to set up not only a first echelon but also a second echelon, and
also when it is necessary to yout an enemy grouping that has a deeply '

echeloned disposition. Such an operationsl disposition is most
c];aracteristic of the conditions jp the Westermn and Southwestern theaters

helon disposi
The first echeloxT of a front can include combined-arms armies and a
tank army, or only combined-arms armies. In some theaters it can also have

" army corps in its complement, This echelon is intended for routing an

opposing enemy grouping in the offensive zane, destroying the enemy's
nuclear means, rapidly developing the offensive into the depth, disrupting
mobilization measures, taking important enemy objectives and areas of
territory, and fulfilling the immediate task of the front. Subsequently,
the first echelon must develop the offensive to rout operationzl enemy .
reserves and achieve the objective of the front operation.

As a rule, g tank ammy in the complement of a first echelon is used on
the axis of the main thrust of the front. The presence of tank-accessible
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terrain, where a tank army can use its striking power and maneuver
capabilities with greatest effectiveness, and the reliable neutralization
of enemy antitank means on the axis of the tank army's offensive are the
most important conditions for the actions of this ammy in a first echelon.

Depending on front strength and terrain conditions, the depth of th?
disposition of the first-echelon troops of a front can éxtemd 100 to 120
kilometers, and sometimes even more. —

First-echelon armies can have a two-echelon or a one-echelon
disposition, with & combined-arms reserve being allocated in the latter
case. Moreover, second-echelon divisions or the combined-arms reserve of
the army are positioned in such a mammer that they can be put into the
first echelon of an army in short time periods and without complex
regrouping when.necessary, for example, to increase t density for the
purpose of breaking through the enemy's defense line with the use of only
conventional means of destruction or to replace first-echelon divisions.

The second echelon of a front is intended for developing the offensive
on the maln axis, routing the enemy's deep reserves, and achieving the
objective of a front operation, The second echelon can be committed to the
engagement in order to deliver an attack on a new axis and repel a strong
enemy counterthrust, Committing the second echelon to the engagement must
result in sharp changes in the operational situation to the advantage of
the front and create favorable conditions for an offensive into the depth
of a theater of military operations at high rates of advance and for
completion of the operation in short time periods.

There is usually one (tank or combined-arms) army in the second
echelon of a front., Under special conditions of a theater of military
operations, an army corps can be used as a second echelon,

Depending on the situation and the substance of tasks, a ‘
second-echelan ammy is positioned at a distance of 200 to 250 kilometers
from the forward units of a front first echelon in a manner calculated to
avoid its being hit by the enemy's tactical and operational missiles (such
as the Sergeant) and to provide the possibility for the army to maneuver to
any possible axis of conmitment to the engagement,

Front missile large units are positioned in the operational
disposition of the Hﬁt with due regard for the possibility of ensuring
damage to the most Important enemy targets located in the operational depth
-~ the enemy's operational-tactical missile launchers, home airfields of
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tactical aviation (primarily of delivery aircraft), mclear weapons depots,
control posts of formations, and the most important rear services
installations,

In a front zone, missile large units are positioned at sitmg areas in \
a dlspersea manner at the following distances from the enemy's forward
units (forward edge of defense):  an K-3U0 miSSile-bF¥igade -- 40 _to 60
kilombters; and an R-900 brigade -- 200 to 300 kilometers. The dipensions
of tha"‘siting area of an R- 350 missile brigade can be 30 to 40 kilometers
across the front and the same in depth; and that of an R- Tiga be
up to 50 kﬂometers across the front and in depth. .

Primary and alternate siting areas are prepared for each missile
brigade. The distance between these areas must be 30 kilometers on the
average, and that between the siting areas of the adjacent battalions
within a brigade should be 10 to 15 kilometers,

in the front departure area should be based in such &
mamer 1 can, in cooperation with front air defense troops,
successfully repel a strike of the enemy from the air and deliver an
initial massed strike against him with all its forces. Airfields are to be
positioned at such a distance from each other as to ensure the freedom of
maneuver of the air large wnits and units, the immediate takeoff and
commitment to the engagement of the maximum number of an air ammy's forces,
and also ensure that aviation is sgghed with all the means necessary to
conduct combat actions. Based se requirements, and also taking into
consideration the tactical operating radius of the aircraft and the
capabilities of the radar means of air target detection, it is most
advisable for fighters and fighter-bombers to be positioned at airfields
150 to 200 kilometers from the front line and for bombers to be 150 to 350
kilometers from the front line, To intercept enemy aircraft more
successfully and also to contimusly support the offensive of the
combined-arms and tank armies, in a number of instsnces the forward
.airfields can be closer to the front line but beyond the range limits of
the enemy's tactical missiles.

The rebasing of aviation during an operation is carried out with due
regard for ensuring the continuous support and cover of advancing fromt
troops, particularly troop groupings operating separated from the Temaining
front forces and with due regard for the delivery of strikes against
targets located in the enemy's deep rear.
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Up to six active airfields and two to three alternate airfields are
allocated to each air division; it is advisable for an air regiment to be
positioned at two airfields, Reconnaissance aviation should be positioned
in such a manner as to exploit its tactical operating radius to the maximm
and ensure the rapid delivery of recomnaissance data to staffs concerned.

At alternate airfields the necessary materiel-technical reserves are
:gv:: established and the aviation control means are to be prepared in
ce, :

The lag units and units of air defense troops subordinate to the
front -- s ce-to-air missile brigades and regiments, the antiaircraft
artillery division, and the air defense radiotechmical brigade -- deploy
their battle formations in the operational disposition of a front with due
regard for the composition and tprobable axes of attack of enemy aviatien
and for the grouping of Air Defense Forces of the Country in the zonme of
the front and in such a mammer so as to most reliably cover the front
forces and means operating on the axis of the main thrust, the front
missile brigades, the principal home airfields of the air army, the control
posts, and most important rear services installations of the fromt.

‘The intervals between S-75 battalions can be from 10 to 30 kilometers;
between S-125 battalions, six to eight kilometers; between KRUG-A
battalions, 10 to 40 kilometers; and between KUB batteries, eight to 15
kilometers. Establishing one to two lines of radar posts, the air defemse
radiotechnical brigade enhances the radar recomnaissance zone of the air
defense radiotechnical battalions of the armies, '

The airbome 19%5} forces in a front offensive operation can cansist
of units of mo zed riile troops, usually landed in helicopters, and of
airborne landing large units and units sllocated to the front according to
the plan of the Supreme High Command to be landed by milifary transport
aviation, . )
The departure area for the landing of an airborne force is detemrmined

with due regard for the depth of the landing, the flight radius of military
transport aviation, the availability of airfields, and the different
conditions of the situation, The distance of the departure area from the
front line can be between 600 and 800 kilometers for troops landed in
aircraft and no closer than 40 to 60 kilometers for wmits landed in
helicopters.
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An airborne assault brigade is positioned in the departure area at a
distance of up to 10U to 150 Kkilometers from the enemy, When necessary it
can be allocated a waiting area closer to the front line, in which the
refueling of helicopters is carried out and the combat task is refined,

An amphibious landing force can be used in a front offensive operation
to seize islands, straits, naval bases, ports, and important objectives, as
well as sections of the coastline and to assist advancing troops in the
rout of enemy groupings in coastal areas., It is usually composed of naval
infantry and of motorized rifle large units (sometimes units) of the front
that is advancing on the coastal axis. An amphibious landing force will
often accomplish its tasks of seizing ememy islands, straits, and sections
of coastline in conjunction with the airborne land:mg force.

At the prescribed time, the large units and units allocated to the
amphibious landing force move forward in naval assault transports to
waiting areas several kilometers from the points of embarkation and they
are positioned in them in a dispersed mamner, with due regard for the
requirements of camouflage and protection agamst weapons of mass
destruction.

The combined-arms reserve of the front is intended for building up the
efforts of the Iirst echelon, replacing large umnits which have lost their
cambat effectiveness, routing individual enemy groupings remaining in the
rear and on the flanks of advancing first-echelon ammies, destroying enemy
airborne (amphibious) landing forces, holding lines and objectives which
have been seized, and also for fulfilling other tasks which suddenly arise
during an operation. The Combined-arms reserve can be made up of several
motorized rifle and tank divisions, and it is desirable to have a larger
combined-arms reserve when the disposition of the front has cne echelon
than when it has two. _

The large units of a combined-axms reserve are positioned in a
dispersed mammer across the front and in the depth and they relocate behind
front first-echelon troops in dispersed dispositions.

The front entitank reserve is formed from tank-destroyer brigades of
the Reserve of the Supreme Higﬁ Command. In its complement there can be
one to two brigades positioned in one area or in different areas on
probable axes of their actioms.

‘The antitank reserve is intended for repellmg, in conJunctzon with
the tmOps the counterthrusts of enemy tank grwpmgs covering the
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deployment and commitment to battle of the second echelon of the front,
safeguarding the gaps and exposed flanks of attack groupings, and repelling
an enemy amphibious landing force during an offensive on a coastal axis.,

A mobile obstacle detachment is esteblished to lay mixed minefields on
the axis of the enemy counterthrust, and also to cover troop deployment
areas, gaps, and threatened flanks with obstacles. In a front there can be
one to two detachments, each in the strength of an engineer obstacle
battalion or an engineer/combat engineer battalion with obstacle means and
means for the mechanized laying of minefields, In modern operations a
mobile obstacle detachment can operate in specially-equipped helicopters.

In the departure area the antitank reserve and the mobile obstacle
detachment are located behind first-echelon armies or in their disposition,
and they relocate on the axes where they will most probably be used, They
usually operate jointly, as well as independently and in cooperation with
- first- and second-echelon troops and with the combined-arms reserve.

The reserve of engir_ggr t%ggs is intended for reinforcing the first-
and second-echelon formations of a front which are operating on the most
important axes or large units subordinate to the front which are being
committed to the engagement, for replacing engineer units which have lost
their combat effectiveness as a result of enemy action, and for performing
engineer support tasks which have suddenly arisen. It is formed from the
large units and units of engineer troops of a front and the Reserve of the
Supreme High Command.

The reserve of chemical t s is intended for reinforcing the first-
and second-eéchelon formations o% a front and large units under front
subordination, for replacing subuni¥s and units of chemical troGps which
have lost combat effectiveness, for performing tasks that have suddenly
arisen during the operation, and, primarily, for eliminating the
aftereffects of the enemy's massed nuclear and chemicsl strikes. It is
formed from the large units, units, and subunits of the front and the
Reserve of the Supreme High Command,

In the departure position for the offensive, the reserves of engineer
and chemical troops are positioned in a dispersed mammer, usually behind
the first-echelon amies, and during the operation they relocate on the
most likely axes of their employment. » _
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7. Principles of the support of the combat actions of troops

The support of combat actions is one of the most important conditions
for the successful accomplishment of tasks and the achievement of the
objective of an offensive ration. Its significance in modern operations
has grown in comnection with the widespread introduction into the troops of
new, powerful means of destruction, particularly nuclear and special

» with the motorization and mechanization of troops, the saturation
of them with a large quantity of radioelectronic means, and the resultant

changed nature of operations.

The purpose of supgglré of combat actions in a front offensive
operation is to bring a the most favorable conditions for the surprise,
effective use of nuclear weapons and other means of destruction, the
conduct of high maneuver actions by troops, the retention of their combat
effectiveness under conditions where the enemy uses weapons of mass
destruction, and for hindering the enemy in the use of his forces and
means ,

The main types of support of combat actions are reconnaissance,
protection against weapons of mass destruction, operationsl camouflage,
radioelectronic warfare, and engineer, chemical, topogeodetic,
hydrometeorological, and rear services support.

Recamaissance is organized and conducted in order to obtain
reconfiaissance data, which make it possible to determine in a timely manner

the beginning of the enemy's direct preparation for an attack, discover the

concept of his impending actions and the time and methods of attack,

determine the composition, national affiliation, and grouping of the means

of nuclear attack, ground forces, aviation, air defense means, and naval
forces, and also ascertain in a timely mamner the changes in the
Camposition and grouping of these forces and means during the operation,

The principal tasks of recomnaissance are to ascertain the presence,
composition, and location of the enmemy's nuclear attack means. and his
groupings of ground forces, tactical aviation, air defense forces and
means, and reserves; to discover the troop and weapons control system,
enemy measures for the protection of troops and rear services installations
against weapons of mass destruction, for operational camouflage, and
warfare against ground radioelectronic means; to ascertain the political
and morale condition, combat effectiveness, and the system of rear services
support of the enemy troops; to determine the results of the use of nuclear
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and other types of weapons against the enemy; and to determine the nature
of the enemy's measures for the preparation of defense lines and the system
of engineer obstacles, particularly nuclear ones. On a coastal axis
recomnaissance must reveal the composltlon. areas of combat maneuver, and
the nature of actions of the enemy's naval forces, particularly his carrier
strike large units.

The main efforts of recomaissence are concentrated on discovermg the
composition and grouping of the nuclear attack means and the enemy's
capabilities and intentions for their use, and also on conducting the
reconnaissance and final recomneissance of enemy targets in order to
destgy them with nuclear weapons, particularly in the initial nuclear
stri

In cornection with the increased role of recomnaissance, the
requirements levied onh it have increased. It must be conducted
continously, vigorously, and purposefully and it must ensure the timely
acquisition of reliable recomnaissence data and a high level of accuracy in
the coordinates of reconmoitered targets, The data obtained by
TeConnaissance are d;:rocessed and transmitted to the commander, staff, and
chiefs of the branch amms and services of the front.

Successful fulfilment of reconnaissance tasks is achieved through the
coordinated efforts of all the recommaissance forces and means of a front,
of Long Range Aviation, Air Defense Forces of the Country, border guard
troops operating in the front zone (prior to the start of war), and the
forces and means of the havy ¢ ona coastal axis.

Protection agminst gms of mass destruction is a new aspect of
combat support in comparison to past wars. e need for it has been caused
by the appearance and widespread introduction of nuclear, chenncal, and
biological weapons among our probable enemies, Its purpose is to prevent
massive losses in persomel, equipment, and materiel, thereby preserving
the combat effectiveness of troops, the survivability of control orgaus,
and the efficiency of rear services and ensuring the successful fulfilment
of the tasks of a front offemsive operation.

The protection of troops and rear services installations is organized
to the full extent both when conducting combat actions with the use of
weapons of mass destruction and when conducting them with the use of only
conventional means of destruction,

@s@

TS #798245
Copy #



FIRDB-312/01997-79
Page 83 of 416 Pages

The basic measures for protection are to determine the coordinates and
parameters of nuclear bursts; to continuously conduct radiation, chemical,
biological, and engineer recomnaissance; to warn troops about the immediate
threat of enemy use of nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons and about
zones of contamination and areas of destruction, floods, and fires, and
also to notify personnel about radioactive and chemical contamination and
other types of contamination; to disperse troops, units, and rear services
facilities; to utilize the protective properties of the terrain; to
camouflage and change the disposition (location) areas of troops, home
airfields of aviation, and rear services units and facilities; to carry out
engineer preparation of areas and positions occupied by our troops and to
prepare routes for maneuvering; to conduct constant dosimetric, chemical,
and biological monitoring; and to ensure the safety of persormel when
operating on contaminated terrain and in areas of destruction, floods, and
fires. Protection also includes conducting antiepidemic,
sanitary-hygienic, and special preventive medical and veterinary measures,
restoring the combat effectiveness of troops that have been subjected to a
nuclear, chemical, and biological attack, and eliminating the aftereffects
of enemy use of weapons of mass destruction.

Simultaneously with protection, measures are taken to detect and -
immediately destroy the enemy's means of mass destruction with strikes by
missiles, aircraft, and artillery fire,

Measures for protection against weapons of mass destruction are
carried out by all the troops and rear services organs of the front, and
special tasks are carried out by the large wunits and units of chemical and
engineer troops and by the medical facilities available in a front.
Conducting these tasks must not hold up fulfilment of combat ¥asks by the

tYo0pSs .

%timal camouflage in modern operations acquires even greater
significance as the most important means of ac]uemg surprise, of
increasing the effectiveness of the combat actions of front troops, forces,
and means, and of preserving their combat effectiveness, Its purpose is to
confuse the enemy as to the true intentions and concepts of the command,
the strength, disposition, and nature of the actions of our troops, and the
forces and means, targets, and time of use of nuclear weapons and other
means of mass destruction., The most important tesks of operational
camouflage are to conceal from the enemy the true disposition of the main
grouping of the troops, aviation, and missile/nuclear means and the
maneuvering and regrouping of troops, and to show summy targets,
particularly of means of mass destruction, to the enemy.
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The principal methods of operational camouflage are concealment,
simulation, diversionary actions, and disinformation.

Concealment is provided by eliminating or reducing the identifying
features that are characteristic of the different forces and means,
installations, actions, and measures. To be concealed as a first priority
are the scale and nature of the preparation of an operation, the
concentration of attack groupings along axes, nuclear weapons depots,
missile and surface-to-air missile systems, troop groupings, missile
technical bases, control posts, and the most important rear services
installations. It is achieved by the skilful implementation of all types
of camouflage: optical, radio, radiotechnical, radar, thermal, radiation,
magnetometric, and acoustic; by the observance of camouflage discipline by
t s; and by the preservation of state and military secrets and adherence
to the requirements of secure control and of routines and regulations for
the use of radioelectronic means.

Simulation calls for setting up dumy installations (rocket troop
siting areas, airfields, disposition areas of large units and formations,
etc.) and a false situation by deliberately repr ing the principal
identifying features that are characteristic of these installations (or of

a situation).

Diversionary actions consist in deliberately showing the activities of
real troops by moving and rebasing them, by setting up dummy groupings, and
conducting combat actions and other actions for the purpose of diverting
the enemy's attention from those areas where our main troop groupings are
concentrated or are operating,

Disinformation gonsists in transmitting false information to the enemy
via te commmications means, with the sid of the press and
v documents, and other means, ; '

The success of operational camouflage is achieved by its centralized

planmning, aggressiveness, contimuity, flexibility, diversity,
canvincingness, and the accurate fulfilment of plammed measures,

To fulfil the tasks of operational camouflage in a front offensive
operation one allocates the necessary number of combined-arms large units
and wnits, engineer troops, units and subunits of different branch arms and
services, combat and transport equipment, electrcnic means, table-of-
equipment camouflage means, simulation equipment, smoke means, and press,
radio, television, and other means of information. ~
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The purpose of engineer s rt in a front offensive operation is to
Create the necessary conditions for the timely and covert deployment of
troops, for conduct of the offensive at high rates of advance, and for
protection of ﬁrsoxmel and combat equipment against weapons of mass
destruction, is is achieved by accomplishing diverse tasks, which are
fulfilled by all branch arms and special troops during both the preparation
and the course of the operation.

Engineer support includes conducting engineer recomaissance of the
enemy and the terrain; preparing departure and waiting areas for the
offensive, including lines and positions for the covering troops, siting
areas for rocket and surface-to-air missile troops, artillery positions,
airfields, aircraft shelters, and control posts; preparing and maintaining
routes and crossings over water obstacles; setting up and supporting the
negotiation of obstacles and demolitions; carrying out engineer measures
for the protection of troops and rear services installations, for the
elimination of the aftereffects of enemy use of weapons of mass
destruction, and for troop and operational camouflage; obtaining and
purifying water and preparing water supply points; supplying troops with
engineer equipment; and providing technical support for engineer troops.

The purpose of chemical support is to maintain the constant readiness ~
of front troops for going over to the offensive and to ensure that this
offensive is condicted at high rates of advance under conditions of the use | .
of weapons of mass destruction. : i

\

Chemical support includes protecting troops and rear services against 7
radioactive and toxic substances and biological means, using. . /
flamethrower-incendiary means and smoke to camouflage troops and \
installations, and supplying the front with chemical equipment and means of !
protection. In additionto that, one of the tasks of chemical support is
to organize and carry out safety measures when special weapons are used by
our own troops. :

Radioelectronic warfare in modern operations acquires extremely
important significance in view of the increasing role of electronic means
in support of troop and weapons control.

In a front offensive operation it is organized for the purpose of
disrupting or hindering the enemy's control of missile weapons, troops,
aviation, naval forces, and air defense means and of ensuring the stable
control of our own forces and means under conditions of electronic

neutralization on the enemy's part and of joint operation of a large number
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of radioelectronic means in limited areas.

Radioelectronic warfare includes electronic neutralization, electronic
defense, and direct electronic recomaissance. Each of these component
C/ parts is carried out by the appropriate methods and means.

T odetic s rt in modern operations is one of the important
conditions™ for successful fulfilment of combat tasks by troops.
Accordingly, topogeodetic support of the combat actions of front rocket
troops and artillery acquires great significance, since usifig them without
topogeodetic preparation is unthinksble. Under canditions of the conduct
of an operation with the use of nuclear weapons, the importance of this
type of support increases to an even greater degree, particularly after
massed nuclear strikes, as a result of which considerable changes can take
place on the terrain -- even a change in its relief,

The purpose of topogeodetic support is to prepare and transmit to the
front commander, staff, and troops the topogeodetic data and materials
fecessary for studying and assessing the terrain, for supporting the use of
nuclear weapons, and for carrying out calculations in the preparation for
and conduct of a front operation. It is carried out by the forces and
means of subunits and umits of the military topographic service and also by
subunits of the topogeodstic service of the large units and wnits of rocket
troops and artillery, of the air army, and of the air defense troops of the
f!mlt. '

?){rdraneteorological gﬁrt is also extremely important in modern
operations con Wi extensive use of weapons of mass destruction.
Meteorological conditions considerably affect the accuracy of missile
launchings and artillery fire, the combat actions of aviation, radiocactive
cloud movement, and the spread and persistence of special substances and
biological means. Therefore, assessing the hydrometeological situation is
one of the necessary conditions for assessing a situation when the decision
is being adopted by the front commsnder. :

The purpose of hydrometeorological support of combat actions is to
deternine and calculate the effect of hydrometeorological conditions on
troop combat actions and particularly on the conduct of measures for
protecting troops and rear services installations against weapons of mass
destruction. It includes the preparation for the commander, staff, chiefs
of branch arms and services, and troops of the data necessary for the
effective use of the weapans and combat equipment of branch arms, special
troops, and aviation, for forecasting and calculating radioactive and
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chemical contamination plus other types of contamination, and for assessing

the effect of hydrometeorological conditions on fulfilment of measures for

gerotecting troops and rear services installations against means of mass
struction, : :

Data on the meteorological and hydrological situation are obtained by
contimious hydrometeorological observation and recomaissance carried out
by hydrological and meteorological posts using modern technical means of
the meteorological service, sounding the upper layers of the atmosphere,
and studying hydrometeorological descriptions of combat action areas,
weather forecasts, and data about the condition of rivers, canals, lakes,

and swamps.,

Information on the hydrological and meteorological situation and on
its forecasts is processed by the hydrometeorological service of the front.

‘Rear services s rt is one of the important types of support which
directly affects the %h‘ iment of tasks and the achievement of the
objectives of an offensive operation. Its purpose is to satisfy the needs
of the troops for different materiel-technical means in a comprehensive and
uninterrupted mamer for successful accomplishment of the combat tasks
facing them, to create the necessary conditions for the sustenance and
everyday activity of the troops, and to implement medical-sanitary measures
and the recovery and repair of damaged combat equipment and armament,

Rear services support includes a system of measures for materiel,
transportation, technical, airfield engineer, airfield technical, medical,
veterinary, and billeting support and other types of support of troops
(forces) and for the use of local resources and captured equipment.

Front rear services are the main link in the system of rear services
support of troops in a theater of military operations. They include rear
services large units, units, and facilities which are in the complement of
the front and which are capable of providing troops with everything they
need Ior combat actions and sustenance over a long period of time.
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Under present-day conditions the rear services of a front must always l "

be prepared for uninterrupted support of troops from the Very begimning of
combat actions, regardless of how the operation will begin or be conducted
-- with or without the use of nuclear weapons. This is achieved by setting

up single groupings of rear services units and facilities, M.;_W__’-Etﬁ_ﬁh—@
in echelong. rational , stockpiling reserves of materiel
S8 requirements of the troops in an operation,

implementing to the full extent measures for protecting the rear services
against weapons of mass destruction, and ensuring the stability of
operation of transportation lines and of all types of transport.
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CHAPTER 2

PREPARATION CF A FRONT OFFENSIVE OPERATION

1. Content and conditions of the preparation of an
orfensive operation

The comprehensive, deeply thought-out, and carefully conducted
preparation of an operation largely predetermines its successful conduct.

The content of the ration of an ration includes a large group
of measures which are mrnE e% out by the c%r, the control organs, the
party political apparatus, and by the troops for the organization,
planning, snd comprehensive support of the operation. Of these measures
the principal ones are adopting a decision and conveying tasks to the
troops; plamning the operation; organizing troop cooperation; organizing
and carrying out party political work and all types of support and troop
control; preparing troops for the accomplishment of the tasks in the
operation and maintaining them at a constantly high level of combat
readiness; having troops prepare and occupy the departure area for the
offensive, etc,

All the measures for the preparation of an operation are inseparably
linked to one another., They are carried out according to the decision of
the front commander in accordance with the instructions of the Supreme High

and the General Staff, and they are coordinated with the measures
being carried out by adjacent fronts and cooperating formations (large
units) of the other branches of the armed forces.

The scope, time, and procedure for carrying them out are defined by
the commander and they are carefully plarmed by the front staff. For this
purpose g calendar plan for the preparation of an operation is drawn up as
a working document of the front staff, Usually it is worked out in any
form desired, but it must Teflect the content of each measure for the
preparation of the operation, the responsible executors, and the time and
order of fulfilment. The calendar plan is signed by the chief of staff and
the chief of the operations directorate and it is approved by the front
camander. The executors are given copies of the parts of the plan which
concern them, .
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The staff of the front organizes the monitoring of the timely and
accurate fulfilment of the measures for the preparation of an operation in
accordance with the calendar plan and the instructions of the front
comander and monitoring of strict observance of measures for The security
and secrecy of the operation that is being prepared,

The conditions of the preparation of each operation will not be
identical. They depend on the tasks facing the front, the actions of the
enemy, the nature of the theater of military operations, and also on other
elements of a situation, And they will have their own distinctive features
in the preparation of the first and subsequent offensive operations, in the
commitment of a front to the engagement after advancing from the interior
of the country, In the preparation of an operation on & coastal axis, under
special conditions of the theater of military operations, and in other
instances. The difference in these conditions is reflected in the scope,
content, and methods of carrying out measures for the preparation of an
operation, What has the greatest influence here is the time which a front
has at its disposal for prepering the operation. This time can vary
greatly, For example, in the Great Patriotic War the Belorussian and
Vistula-Oder offensive operations were prepared in 1.5 to two months, In
this time all the measures for preparing the operations were carefully
plannmed. The enemy and the terrain were studied in detail. Reconnaissance
was conducted prior to adopting decisions. Front large unit attack
groupings were brought up to full strength in personnel, armament, and
equipment. The regrouping and combat preparation of troops, engineer
preparation of the departure area, and stockpiling of ammmition and other
materiel were carried out systematically, A developed network of control
and conmmications posts was set up, A great deal of political work was
conducted with the persomnel of subunits, units, and large wnits; and party
and Komsomol organizations were strengthened.

At the same time, in a number of instances during the last war fronts
prepared their mtions in extremely short time periods -- from several
days to two or weeks., Among such operations can be included the East
Pomeranian offensive operation of the 2nd Belorussian Front and the
operations to rout enemy groupings in Yugoslavia, thmgary, etc. When they
were prepared, decisions were adopted during the enemy's aggressive
actions, and troop preparation and the stockpiling of materiel were
implemented in an extremely limited time,

The scope and content of the measures for pnéparing modern operations
are becoming increasingly complicated in commection with the use of nuClear
weapons, the significant increase in the maneuver capabilities of troops,

TS #798245
Copy #___

TOP SECRET



“TOP-SECREY.

FIRDB-312/01997-79
Page 91 of 416 Pages

and the increased expenditure of materiel. The significance of the time
element is increasing even more.

Offensive operations should be prepared with due regard for the
possibility of their initiation and conduct both with the use of nuclear
weapons and with the use of only conventional means of destruction under
the diverse conditions of an operational situation,

The operational directive of the reme High Command, the
instructions of the General Staff, and specific conditions of the
operational situation are the initial data for the preparation of a front
offensive operation.

The following are usually defined for a front in the operational
directive of the Supreme High Command: the objective of the offensive
operation and the tasks of the front, its combat strength, the time to be
ready for accomplishing the tasks of the operation, and the allotted limit
- of nuclear and conventional mmitions and other means. The directive can

also indicate the procedure for the cooperation of front troops with the
Strategic Rocket Forces, Long Range Aviation, airbome landing forces, the
Air Defense Forces of the Country, adjacent fronts, and -- on a coastal
axis -- with naval forces. The General Staff may give instructions about
the procedure for conducting measures for the preparation of the operation,
the organization of control and commmications, for radioelectronic

warfare, secure troop control, and for operational camouflage.

As a rule, first operations are plammed in peacetime, with the
involvement of a limited group of assigned personnel. The preparation of

these operations is carried out according to peacetime reconmaissance data
on the enemy and with the front not at full combat st h. In comnection
with this, abrupt changes Int the situation are possible by the start of the
offensive, which will require making refinements in the decision and plan

of the operation, in the procedure for deploying and setting up attack \
groupings of troops, and in the methods of going over to the offensive, In
addition, definite mobilization measures will be conducted during this —-
period, and new large units, units, and installations will be brought into .
the complement of the front. It will be necessary to implement the . —=— °
reception and allocation of officer persommel for the strengthening of /gf"
control organs. ' Y A

The situation will be most complex when the enemy pfeenpts front
troops in the deployment of his forces and delivers a surprise attack.
Under such conditions the need will arise to refine the decision for the
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operation and the tasks for the troops during their movement forward and
deployment in departure areas, and it will also be necessary to organize
the commitment of the troops to the engagement from the march.

In order to exclude the possibility of a surprise ememy attack at the
beginning of combat actions and to ensure that the troops go over to the
offensive in an organized marmer and conduct a successful operation, it is
necessary to constantly maintain a high level of troop combat readiness in
peacetime, particularly in a period of threat.

By combat readiness we mean the definite condition of troops which
characterizes. their capability to engage in war in an organized manner and
to successfully fulfil assigned combat tasks. It is ensured by maintaining
operational formations, large units, and units at a definite level of
strength in personnel, armament, and combat equipment; by availability of
the necessary supplies and materiel to them; by the condition and degree of
readiness of weapons and combat equipment for combat use; by the level of
combat and political training of troops and by the combat cooperation of
large wnits, units, and subunits; by the organizational skills and training
of command cadres and staffs; by the capability of troops to fully mobilize
in prescribed time ljmits, bring tﬁaﬁgsgves 10 a Combat-ready status, amd
get to assigned areas in order to conduct combat actions; by a high level
o{ military discipline; and also by the vigilance of troops on combat
alert, .

Setting up troop groupings in advance, in accordance with the concept
of the first operations, is also one of the decisive conditions of a hi
level of combat readiness., Under peacetime conditions, the troops of a
border military district (group of forces) must be positioned in a
dispersed manner but with due regard, on the one hand, for ensuring thei
protection against enemy nuclear strikes and, on the other hand, for

ensuring & rapid advance and deployment in order to conduct the first

Under peacetime conditions, troops and aviation engage in daily
routine activities while being constantly ready to fulfil combat tasks and
carry out mobilization measures. Specially allocated wnits and subunits -
are kept on combat alert status, ' )

The procedure for maintaining and storing armement, equipment, and
various materiel and technical reserves in line units is determined in such
a way as to ensure that large units and units are put on combat alert in
prescribed time limits. '
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. observance of camouflage measures, and to

L

When there is an increased threat of a war being unleashed by the
enemy, measures must be undertaken to raise the combat readiness of troops
(forces and means) and control organs for the fulfilment of combat tasks.
In this period the duty of the subunits and units on alert and that of the
24-hour detail, the security and defense of important installations, and
the patrolling in garrisons are increased. The protection of troops and
installati i -destruction is organized, The

ementation of these and other measures makes it possible to bring
troops to readiness in shorter time limits for the fulfiment of combat
tasks, In the event of subsequent exacerbation of a situation, troops
(forces and means) and control organs are brought to the highest (full)
combat readiness, i.e., a readiness which ensures that they are capable of
immediately fulfilling assigned combat tasks, '
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Thus, the transition of troops (forces and means), control organs, and
rear services from a peacetime to a wartime condition is made during the
buildup of combat readiness.

Measures for bringing troops to combat readiness are worked out with
due regard for the combat function of the large units and wnits and
their specific tasks in the first operation, and they are carried out under
concealment with the observance of the necessary camouflage measures. ~

The principal measures which ensure the timely transition of troops
fram constant combet readiness to a higher level [of readiness] are a
well ~thought-out system of warning troops and putting them on combat alert;
maintenance of large units and units at a high level of combat readiness
when going out to exercises, training grounds, camps, and to other
locations outside of permanent garrison areas; precise regulation of the
maintenance of armament, equipment, and materiel and technical reserves and
of bringing them to readiness; timely implementation of organization and
mobilization measures; and the constant monitoring of the combat-readiness
condition of troops by commanders and staffs,

When bringing troops to combat readiness, much attention is devoted to
the political, psychological and morale prxaration of personnel, to the
e vigilance and constant
readiness of large umits, units, and subunits for their immediate
commitment to battle,

- Subsequent offensive operations are usually prepared during completion

of the fulfilment of the tasks of the preceding offensive operation., In

preparing them, commanders, staffs, and other control organs will have to
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provide firmm and continuous control of the troops for completion of the
fulfilment of the tasks of the operation being carried out and, at the same
time as this, to adopt in short time limits a decision for the new
operation, to plan it, to convey the tasks to troops in a timely mamner, to
organize, if necessary, their regrouping, and to create conditions for
going over without a stop to the fulfilment of new tasks., Also possible
are such conditions under which, while completing the operation being
conducted, the troops of the front will be conducting intensive battles
against the enemy's approachiig reserves, and will be repelling their
counterthrusts or disrupting the enemy's transition to the
counteroffensive. Nor is it out of the question that a front will have to
begin a subsequent operation with a regrouping of the principal forces to &
new axis.

For the nonstop development of one offensive operation into another,
in all instances the commander and staff of a front must foresee the
development of the operation and, on the basis of a prediction of the
situation, implement in a timely mammer the maneuver of combined-amms large
units and formations, rocket troops, artillery, aviation, air defense
troops, and the units and subunits of special troops, and direct them to
the fulfilment of new tasks.

In support of the successful conduct of a subsequent operation it is
also necessary to increase recomnaissance of the enmemy, to stockpile and
supply nuclear, special, and conventional ammmition, fuel, and other
materiel to the troops in a timely mamner, to relocate control posts and
rear services units and facilities closer to the troops, and to
pwrposefully carry out party pelitical work among the troops. A great deal
of attention will be required to maintain and restore the combat
effectiveness of large units and wnits which have sustained heavy losses in
previous battles and to bring them to full strength in persormel and combat

equipment.
2. Adoption of the decision for an offensive tion and
conveyance of the tasks to the troops

The decision of the front commander for an offensive operation is the
basis for carrying out all the measures for preparation of the operation
and for control of troops during its conduct. Defined in it are the
concept of the operation; the tasks, targets, and procedure for use of
nuclear weapons; the tasks of first- and second-echelon armies (army
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corps); the tasks of rocket troops and artillery, the air army, and air
defense troops; the tasks of airborne landing forces, of an airborne
assault large unit, and -- during an offensive on a coastal axis -- those
of an amphibious landing force; the composition and tasks of combined-arms
and antitank reserves, mobile obstacle detachments, and the reserves of
special troops; and the organization of cooperation, of support of the
operation, and of troop control.

Adopting a decision is an extremely responsible and creative process.
It consists of ascertainment of the assigned task, assessment of the
situation, and, on the basis of this, adoption of the decision itself.
In-depth operational foresight is of paramount importance in this process.

The front commander personally adopts the decision for an offensive
ibil

operation and bears ?eﬁm%m_ﬁy@r it, but in his work he
relies on the staff s into consideration the proposals of the chief
of staff and the chiefs of branch arms, special troops, services, the rear,

and the political directorate of a front.

A large role in the timely adoption of a well-founded decision belongs
to the front staff, which has to ensure the rapid collection, analysis, and
comprehensive assessment of the situation and from it prepare conclusions
and proposals for the commander concerning the decision. The chief of
staff coordinates the activity of the chiefs of branch arms, special
troops, services, and the rear to prepare the necessary data and proposals
for adopting the decision,

The methods of adopting & decision for an operation can be diverse.
They depend on the nature of the assigned tasks, on the specific conditions
of the situation, first of all the time available for the preparation of
the operation, and also on the level of preparedness and coordination of
~ the front field headquarters and on the personal qualities of the

commander. Upon receiving the directive of the Supreme High Command, he
can begin to study it and to assess the situation together with the chief
of staff and the members of the Military Council, exchanging opinions with
them about the most important matters of the decision for the operation,
The chief of the operations directorate of the front staff, as well as
several chiefs of branch arms, may participate In this work.

When ascertaining the assigned task the commander must correctly
understand the concept of the strategic operation in the theater of
military operations, the objective and tasks of the front offensive
operation, the sequence and time limits for their fulfilment, the place and
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role of the front in the strategic operation, the tasks of adjacent fronis
and operational formations (large units) of the other branches of the armed
forces, and how the use of nuclear weapons by the Strategic Rocket Forces®

%d Long Range Aviation, the conduct of the air operation for the rout of
e enemy's missile/nuclear groupings, and the actions of

adjacent fronts, Air Defense Forces of the Country, airborne landing
forces, and naval forces (during an offensive on a coastal axis) will

affect the fulfilment of front tasks.

_ Having ascertained the task, the front commander can, personally or
through the chief of staff, conduct an operational briefing, i.e.,
familiarize the chiefs of branch arms and special troops (services), the
chiefs of staff directorates (departments), the chief of the rear, and the
chief of the political directorate with the part of the assigned task which
concerns them, At the same time he indicates to the chief of staff what
preliminary orders to issue to the troops, which measures for the
preparation of the operation to begin carrying out immediately, what data
he will uire at what time from the chiefs of branch arms, special
troops, and services and from the chief of the rear for adopting the
decision. —

The assessment of a situation consists of the analysis and conclusions
about its many elements, of which the principal ones are the enemy, one's
own troops, the radiation, chemical, biological, and radioelectronic - -~
situation, the time, the terrain, and the hydrometeorological conditions, |
the economic condition of the area of combat actions, the social and class /
composition and the political frame of mind of the local population and {
their attitude towards the war and towards our troops. e analysis and
assessment of each of these elements is carried out from the standpoint of
ascertaining their effect on the accomplishment of the overall task of the
operation and of defining, taking this into account, the substance of
intermediate tasks and the methods of the actions of front troops in the

operation,

The seguence in assessing data about the enemy may be as follows: the
military and political situation in The theater o% military operations; the
eneny's total strength and the nature of his actions in the front zone and .
in front of adjacent units; the strength and grouping of nucTear attack i
means, including according to branches of the armed forces, and their
cepabili oaeliver-g-nuclear Strike with both on-alert mems amd with .
all combat-ready means; the strength and grouping of the ground forces 7

-~-throughtut the-fromt Zone and by axes, the possible axes on which their
main efforts are to be concentrated, and the strength of the cperational —
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echelons and anticipated reinforcement of them by the begimming of and
during the operation; the grouping of the air forces, their strength and
combat capabilities for delivering strikes with nuclear and conventional
means, and the conditions of the basing of aviation; the grouping of naval
forces (when conducting a front offensive on a coastal axis), its strength,
the grobable nature of its actions against front troops, and its
capabilities to deliver nuclear and gir strikes against them and to oppose
the debarkation of amphibious landing forces; the grouping and stremgth of
air defense forces and means, the possible areas in which its main efforts
are to be concentrated; the enemy's system of troop and weapons control
(radioelectronic situation); the enemy's measures for protection against
weapans of mass destruction; the nature of engineer preparation of the
terrain; the enemy's system of rear services support of troops.

The conclusions from the assessment of the enemy are reported to the
commander by the chief of intelligence or by the chief of staff of the "
front. Depending on the situation and the time available, the conclusidrs
+can be detailed (for each element) or short, but in all cases they must
contain the possible concept of the enemy for the use of nuclear and
conventional weapons and conduct of the operation; the axes on which the
main efforts are to be concentrated and the composition of growid.forces
and tactical aviation groupings along the main axes; the possible readiness
time for the enemy and the probable nature of his actions with the use of
nuclear weapons or with the use of only conventional means of destruction;
the enemy's strengths and weaknesses; the main targets whose destruction
can considerably reduce his combat capabilities; and the recomnaissance .
tesks during the preparation and course of the operation. The assessment -
of the enemy and his combat capabilities must be done in terms of :
quantitative and qualitative indices with due regard for the national
\ affiTiation of his troops.

The following are determined on the basis of this comprehensive
assessment: the enemy's main grouping whose destruction will disrupt his
operational stability, the most expedient methods of destroying it, the
axes of the main and other thrusts, and the targets of the initial nuclear
(massed air) strike.

When assessing our own troops it will be necessary to analyze and
assess their combat Strength, operational position and grouping, the
availability and order of arrival of nuclear warheads and missiles
according to their level of readiness and warhead yields, the combat
effectiveness of the troops, their strength level, the availability and
condition of the combat equipment, the quantitative and qualitative balance
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of forces and means of both sides, the level of radiocactive irradiation of
persomel, the conditions for the basing of aviation, the position and
condition of the rear services, the materiel support of the troops, the
presence of the wounded and sick, the positiétn, tasks, and nature of
actions of adjacent units, and the conditions for cooperating with them,

As 8 result of the analysis and assessment of the data about our awn
troops, and with due regard for the assessment made of the enemy, the front
staff should draw conclusions about the capabilities of the troops,
aviation, and air defense forces and means of the front to fulfil the
combat tasks in the operation, about tasks and targets where nuclear
weapons and conventional means of destruction are to be used, about the
megga£§¥g:2bln_nz2g_9f,Lhs_nm;n_nnd_n:hax.zh:us:sd_gbout the operational
disposition of troops and their deployment procedure in departure areas,
and about the necessery measures to support the operation.

If weapons of mass destruction have been used prior to the adoption of
- the decision, which is typical in the preparation of a subsequent

operation, then it will be necessary to ascertain and assess the condition
of our own troops that have been subjected to nuclear weapons strikes and
to the effects of other means of mass destruction, to assess areas and the
level of radioactive, chemical, and biological contamination, the areas of
destruction, fires, and floods, the types of pathogens in centers of
biological contamination, and other data.

When assessing terrain it is necessary to study and assess the relief,
its passability, and its protective and camouflage properties in the
departure position and along the axes of offensive, the possible terrain
changes from the use of nuclear weapons, the possible directions of -
approach of enemy aviation at extremely low altitudes, the condition of
routes for maneuver, transport, and evacuation, the water supply
conditions, the character of natural obstacles, and also
hydraulic-engineering works whose destruction can hinder troop combat
actions, plus other problems.

Sim:ltaneously with the data on the terrain, the front staff, along
with the chief of the rear, assesses the availability and condition of
local medical facilities, industrial enterprises, and materiel resources
and the possibilities of using them for the support of front troops.

Also studied and assessed are the data comeming the social and class
composition and the political frame of mind of the local population, their
attitude towards the war and towards our troops, and also data about weather
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conditions and the forecast for the period of conduct of the offensive
operation, :

The chief of staff must personally be in charge of the work of
assessing the situation and he should establish a strict procedure for the
collection, processing, and reporting of new data on the situation and the
procedure for using the computer center to carry out calculatioms. v

When assessing a situation it is necessary to predict with particular
care the capabilities and effectiveness of the use of nuclear weapons and
conventionel means of destruction, the capabilities of branch arms and
aviation to accomplish each task of the operation, the situation after
carrying out the initial nuclear strikes, the time required for the troops
to prepare and fulfil the assigned tasks, the balance of forces and means,
and the requirements for support forces and means,

. To obtain definite conclusions concerning these matters it will be -
necessary to carry out a large volume of calculations which can be done in
short time periods only with the aid of electronic computers according to
methods worked out in advance. Among these calculations must be first of
all calculations on the combat capabilities of the enemy and our own troops
for the accomplishment of various tasks with the use of nuclear weapons or
only conventional means of destruction, on the repulsion of the strikes of
an air enemy, on the delivery of the initial nuclear strike and the
allocation of nuclear warheads according to the tasks of the operation, on
the movement forward and deployment of troops for the offensive, and
calculations for predicting the radiation, chemical, and biological
situation and areas of flooding, destruction, obstructions, and fires
With the aid of mathematical models of operations and with computers it is
possible to analyze different variants of the decision for an operation and
ﬂiw pozsible results of cambat actions under the given conditions of a
situation. :

Collecting, analyzing, and assessing the data of a situation,
performing calculations, and preparing conclusians can take a great deal of
time. Because of this, the front staff should first of all assess those
data which are required precisely at a given moment to adopt a decisionm,

As a rule, the chief of staff of the front reports the overall -
conclusions from the assessment of the situation to the commander. They
usually indicate the enemy's capabilities regarding the use of nuclear
weapons and other means of mass destruction, the grouping of troops, the
possible intentions, the time of initiation and nature of the enemy's
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actions, his strengths and weaknesses, the capabilities of front troops to
accomplish assigned tasks, and the effect of the nature of the terrain and
thg wg:gher egn troop actions when the offensive operation is being prepared
and conducted.

In the Eroposals concerning the decision, the chief of staff reports
on the possible concept of the operation, the expedient distribution of
troop efforts by axes, the tasks of subordinate formations (large units),
and the organization of troop control.

Regarding the assessment of the combat capabilities and employment of
our own troops in the operation and also the organization of the rear
services, the commander can hear the reports of the respective chiefs of
branch arms and services and the chief of the rear of the front.

¥hen time for preparing the operation is limited, the front commander
usually does not hear the conclusions of the chief of staff from the
situation assessment, his proposals regarding the decision, nor the reports
of the chiefs of branch arms and services. Under these conditions, in the
course of ascertaining the task and assessing the situation, he can ask
them for just the necessary brief rundown and the calculations, and he can
exchange opinions with the chief of staff and the other persons in charge
about the assessment of the separate elements of the situation and about
matters of the decision. In this case, the primary attention of the staff
is directed towards rapidly conveying the tasks to the troops and
organizing their combat actions.

The concept of an operation is the basis of the decision., In it are
defined tﬁ%%my's main grouping, the methods of routing it, the axes of
the main and other thrusts, and the operational disposition of troops with
due regard for accamplishing tasks to rout the enemy and achieve the
objective of the operation under diverse conditions of the initiation and
conduct of combat actions both and without the use of nuclear weapons.

The caglemmt of the enemy's main g;x;tg_\gmg includes his pripcipal
forces -- ¢ -arms large units wi eir Yeinforcement means, roge)(et
t s with resérves of TUClear weapons, aviation, and air defense
f&ohﬂ’mmm%hses his stability and
conditions are creaved Tor a Tapid troop advance into the areas where the
objeammmﬁ%ﬁmw

Based on the concept of the operation, tasks for the front formations

and large units are defined the same for their accomplishment with the use
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of nuclear weapons or with the use of only conventional means. of
destruction.

Defined for first-echelon amies are their composition, reinforcement
and support means, the axis of the main thrust, the tasks in the initial
nuclear strike of the front, the immediate and subsequent tasks, and the
time limits for fulfilTifg them. In addition, the task for the first day
of the operation can be defined.

In the initial nuclear strike armies may be assigned the tasks of
hitting the enemy's nuclear means, troop gro;xpings, control posts, air
defense means, and other targets in their offensive zomes.

Included in the substance of the immediate task of an army will be the
rout of the enemy's opposing troops of the first operational echelon and
the immediate operational reserves, and the seizure of an important area
(1ine) by whose capture conditions are created for the successful
development of the offensive. In depth this task may take in the
disposition of the main first-echelon forces of the enemy army group, and
it can extend 100 to 150 kilometers or more., The task of the first day of
an operation may be to rout the first-echelen divisions and the reserves of

army corps.

The subsequent task of an army can be to destroy the enemy's newly
detected nuclear attack means, complete the rout of his opposing forces and
ggeratimal reserves, and seize an important area (line) by whose capture

e objective of the army operation is achieved, The depth of the
subsequent task may be as great as 150 to 200 kilometers. The total depth
of the tasks of first-echelon armies usually corresponds to the depth of
the immediate task of the front and it can be 250 to 350 kilometers or
more,

The depth of a subsequent army operation can coincide with the depth
of the subsequent task of the front.

Prescribed for a front second-echelon army are the concentration
(disposition) area prior to the commencement of the operation; the time
limits for occupying and preparing it; the zone of responsibility for
combat against enemy airborne landing forces, sabotage and reconnaissance
groups, and agents; the presumsble areas (lines) and time of commitment to

- the engagement; the axis of attack and the probable tasks -- immediate and
subsequent; the zone or routes of moving forward for commitment to the
engagement; and the means of reinforcement during commitment to the
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engagement.,

- Defined for the missile brigades of the front are the targets to be
destroyed in the initial nuclear strike; the Guantity and yield of nuclear
warheads for each target and the types of bursts; the tasks for the
destruction of the enemy by missiles with nuclear, special, and
conventional warheads during fulfilment of the immediate and subsequent
tasks of the frant; the siting areas; the time limits for deployment in
them before the begiming of the operation; and also the measures for
ma:t?ktammg rocket troops in constant readiness to deliver a nuclear
str el

Specified for artillery are the ion of the artillery of L
Reserve of the Supreme High Command, the fire tasks, proc for

conducting the artillery preparation of an attack, the artillery support of
an attack, the close support of the troop offensive into the depth, and the
expenditure of ammmition. :

Defined for the air ammy are the tasks in the initial nuclear strike
of the front; the tasks for the actions in the air operation in the theater
of mili operations during fulfilment of the immediate and subsequent
tasks of the front, including participation in preparatory fire and fire
support of its troop offensive; the tasks for combating the ememy's nuclear
attack means and his reserves; the tasks for combating his aviation and for
covering troops and rear services installations; and also the procedure for
supporting the offensive of each of the armies of the front and for
supporting the landing and combat actions of the airbotne and amphibious

landing forces.

Specified for the air defense troops are the tasks during the
preparation and course of the operation; which troop groupings and other
installations the main efforts are to be concentrated on covering; the
tasks of surface-to-air missile (antiaircraft artillery) large units and
units of front subordination; the procedure for repelling the air enemy's
massed strikes; the procedure for cooperating with fighter aviation and the
troops of the formation (large unit) of Air Defense Forces of the Country;
the procedure, time, and areas of deployment; the level of readiness by the
begiming of the operation; and also maneuver during the operation.

Specified for an airborne assault large unit are the departure area,
the combat tasks, and the procedure and time limits for their fulfilment.
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Prescribed for an girborne landing force are its composition, landing
area, and tasks, means and procedure of 1 , departure areas, the time
to get to those areas, the time to be ready for the landing, the procedure
for safeguarding the flight of the landing force and for support of combat
actions after the landing.

Defined for an amphibious landing force are its composition; the
embarkation and loading points; the area, time, and procedure of
disembarkation; the tasks ashore; the procedure for covering the landing
force from the enemy's air strikes; measures regarding support while
embarking on the ships and during sea transit; the procedure for
cooperation with naval forces, rocket troops, aviation, and troops
advancing on the coastal axis.

Prescribed for reserves are their composition, their disposition
areas, what tasks they are to be ready to accomplish, and the procedure for
relocation during the operation. :

Concerning troop control, the decision indicates the locaticons and
time limits for the deployment of front control posts, the axes of their
relocation during the operation, and the deputy commanders.

The decision of the front commander for an operation is drawn up by
the operations directorat@ of the front staff in graphic form on a with
a scale of 1:500,000 or 1:200,000 along with detailé development ﬁm an
explanatory negorandum of the most inportant problems of conducting the '
operation. The decision is signed by the front commander and his chief of 1/
staff and it is submitted to the General STaIf to be approved by the
Supreme Commander-in-Chief.

When the decision is drawn up in graphic form on a map, the following
data are shown: the grouping of the enemy and the possible axes of his
actions; the immediate and subsequent tasks of the front; the operational
disigsition of the troops; the axes of the main and other thrusts; the
tasks to be fulfilled by the Strategic Rocket Forces, Long Range Aviation,
and airbore troops in the frant zone according to the plan of the Supreme
High Command; the tasks of adjacent fronts, the demarcation lines between
them, and -- on a coastal axis -- the tasks of the fleet; the principal and
alternate targets which are to be hit in the initial nuclear strike of the
front and the mumber, yield, and types of nuclear bursts; the tasks of
First-echelon armies and the time limits for fulfilling them; the
presumable lines and time of commitment and tasks of the second-echelon
ammy; the tasks of the rocket troops, artillery, air army, and air defense
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troops; the composition, departure areas, and tasks of airborne
(amphibious) landing forces; the concentration areas and tasks of airborne
assault large units; the composition and disposition areas of front
reserves; the composition and lines of the troops assigned to cover the
state border; the locations of control posts, the axes of their relocation
during the operation, and other data,

The decision should be depicted on a map in a simple, precise, and
lucid mammer. All the computational data, tables, and text explanations
should be typed or handwritten in the explanatory memorandum attached to
the decision map.

Set forth in the explanatory memorandum there ca’:%gbe a brief
assessment of the enemy and his probable intentions; vthe objective and
concept of the front offemsive operation; “the availability, arrival times,
and allocation of muclear warheads and missiles with special and
conventional charges among formations according to %}_ tasks; vthe
allocation of reinforcement means among the armies; “the aviatioy flight
resources allocation according to the tasks of the operation;.the
quantitative and qualitative balance of forces and and their
de; vthe procedure for %fillm’ g the main
tasks e t; time limits for the deployment and readiness of
troops for the oifensive; the procedure for ensuring their safety when
nuclear strikes are delivered (the safe distance lines of our own troops,
\%: warning signals, the procedure for troops to indicate their position);

availability and allocation of materiel resources; and the time for the
control posts and commmications system to be ready.

As soon as the decision for an operation is adopted, the commander can
inform his command persomnel of thée front field headquarters about the
parts that concern them and he can give instructions to the chief of staff
and the chiefs of branch arms and services about the procedure for
conveying the tasks to the troops and organizing cooperation, for plamming
the operation, and for organizing support of the operation and troop

In his instructions he can define the following:

With respect to planning an operation -- what to take into
consideration when plamning the initial nuclear strike, the procedure for
fulfilling the immediate and subsequent front tasks and for deploying
troops and going over to the offensive, what measures to specify for
covering the movement forward and deployment of front troops from the
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strikes of the ground and air enemy, the time for reporting the plan of the
offensive operation and the plans concerning the branch arms and the types
of support, the measures dealing with preserving the secrecy of the concept
of the operation and ensuring the secrecy of the documents which. have been
worked out, and the time limits and methods for conveying the tasks.
Defined at the same time can be the measures concerning the organization of
cooperation, what time they are to be conducted, who is involved in these
measures and who the responsible executors are; what documents concerning

cooperation are to be wprked out, and when to submit them for approval,

To organize support of an offensive operation the commander can give

instructions regarding:

-- Teconmnaissance -- the purpose and main tasks of reconnaissance
prior to and during the operation, the axes (installations, areas) where
the main efforts of recanmaissance are to be concentrated, what forces and
means to conduct recormaissance with prior to the initiamtion of combat
actions, what data must be obtained about the enemy and by what time;

-- protection against weapons of mass destruction -- what measures are
to be stipulated and what forces and means are to be allocated for
implementing them, the time the system for obtaining data about nuclear
strike coordinates and parameters is to be ready, the main axes of
radiation and chemical reconnaissance, the composition of special
detachments to eliminate the aftereffects of an enemy nuclear attack and
the times by which they are to be established, the time limits for
immmizing personnel, and other matters;

-- operational camouflage -- the purpose and principal measures of
operational camouflage, the executors and time limits for carrying out each
measure; '

-- engineer support -- the tasks and time limits for engineer
preparation of the degarture areas for the offensive, the procedure for
the movement forward and commitment to the engagement
of the second echelon, of the assault crossing of wide water obstacles
during the operation, and of the consolidation of important lines, the
procedure for seizing and destroying the enemy's nuclear land mines, and
other matters; ;

-- radioelectronic warfare -- on what axes, in what period, at what
levels, and by what means and methods the enemy's troop control is to be
disrupted, and the measures for ensuring the stability of our troop
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control;

-- rear services support -- the tasks of the rear services during the
preparation and course of the operation, the axes where the main efforts of .
the rear services are to be concentrated, the time limits for establishing
reserves of materiel, their levels and rates of expenditure according to
tasks of the operation and operational formations, the procedure for using
military transport aviation, and the readiness of the rear services,

With respect to organizing control, the commander usually defines the
procedure for troop control when bringing troops to combat readiness and
when repelling the enemy's attack and delivering the initial nuclear strike
or massed air strike, and he defines the measures for ensuring the
interchangeability of control posts.

All the subsequent work of the front staff and of the other control
organs is done in accordance with those instructions.

The commander can convey tasks to the troops by personzlly assigning
them to the executors and by transmitting them over secure commmications
charmels, as well as by delivering written combat documents with liaison
officers or staff officers. The method selected for conveying the tasks to
the troops depends mainly on the time¢ available prior to the commencement
of combat actions and on the state of conmmications.

When an offensive operation is being prepared in peacetime, front /A
troop tasks are initially made known to a limited mumber of persons., As a
rule, the front commander personally assigns tasks to the commanders of th