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The Life and agtivitiss of M. Abrasohik
Abremohik told me not long ago that ke had been asked for his

autoblography, szd he wondered whether I wouldn't be edle ‘to write
out something, since he did mot have the tise, and furthermore he
dl.d not went to write his owm autodiogrephy.

"I am glad to do this, brcause 1t actuslly im mot difficult for

'utoms_ounum-shugnm. I heve been in contact with him

sincs we studied together in 1920, dariag five further years of stuly

" 4n B msu, and umn travelled through the world togsther-this

u moTe tm twenty yeu-l ‘that Abremohik and I uud fassparably,

nﬂ 1t s ouy for me to spesk sbout his past,

mm&. t.aomotum uthnodut means, Syimon
ud!-tom Abremohik, was mms 1902, 1a the village

'Sytehevichys, Badashkauskeye Volost, Vilenshohyin . Milola's grand-

father and great g-nndtaﬂir still belonged to ths whits collar
intolligentsis that firaly adhered to "Lithusinisn seperstiss®, for

" which after Abramohi& they were numbered smong the proletarias-

peasant estats.

Uikola's great grendfether, Bazyil Abramchix, was an sdministre- -

tor on the Kalyuzberg estats nesr Radoshkovichi that belonged to
s rich landowner named Sayiski. Es gave his ikivissux thirteen sons
what was at the time & rather sxtensive educatica-two of them were

forest nngcﬁ and othsrs were highly placed postal offiocials.
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. .Bylchavichyi within & few years with the aim of settling oa the land

The insurrection of 1863, in whick Bazyil's sans took part, . =
ended tregically for the Abramchixs. Ome of Bazyil'e sons was
hanged, others sent to Siberia or to “resote arsas of Russia”.
Mikola’s grandfether Yanka, who was then studylng st an ecclesias— .
tical seminary, was exiled and deprived of his civil rights. o

mtwuurutwm.samuumvnhp
Syichavichyf, sarried s local pessant woman Tetsyans Eudz, sod
sterted to farm the dowry of & destatises (1 desiatine s 2,70 scres). | . .-
But for ressons unknown in 1890 Yanks and all of his fasdly, imoln- -
ding Mikola's parents, found themselves ia 81»5:1..

However, Mikola's father Sylson Abremshik returnsd to Sytesm

that had been his mothert's dowry. The maxznizt ozarist sutborities . N
- turned this question over to the volost (district) comeil, whieh '
usanimously dod.dld to back Syimen Abramchik, an? the inhabitants
of the village helped hiam to build a dwelling. _

8ylmnn Abremechik soon becams prosperous and sarmed the respeoct
of the loosl populace. He was continually being selected for various :
posts u Bbis -mioty' (rour uutcu). such as village elder, o
orﬂehl 4n charge of the stores of provisions, apd in 1917 he wus -

sppodsited deputy to the first 211 Byelorussisn Congreas.
| fam his own education wes limited, Sylmon Atreschik sads every
ottort yoﬂnmmu sons and his duaghter as axtansive nodn- ' ‘
. 5
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favorable to the development ofhis charweter, ocm the basis of reli-
gloas devotion, thirst for knowledge, and fiwk ideslism.

Syimon was & very religlous man and a wery original ralicicus
fraternity met at bis home. Those who met there wers older pecple,
uho 1in snswer to mcmpnnmqohihmnlpm:orthomr

‘ssoretly joined together as if fearing, or sore probsbly vacillat-

ing before the chofoe of cathollc or Greek orthofSox bellef, pum
prayed ardently both according to the catholfc and the Creek ortbo-

. 0% rites, Mikola's grest grasifsther Pezyil aleo cass to attend

these preyer sestings, wmalking 9 versts on foot to get thare, dee-

.. pite Nim the fact that he was over 100 yoars old. ' Thesc meetings S
el took place almost every = svening. '

In sddition to the aforesentioned moetings there were less
numsrous gatherings of Soofalist Revolutionaries at Syimon's houss.

* A tescher at the Bnntlﬂcm elamsntary school, Yusya Rudz, who

wes sa srdent revolutionary, was & persasent gusst unti]l the time of
his srrest and escaps from prisvn, whers he had been condsened to

death, Bu-tuu Rudz would btring various sooislist friemds of =
his to spend the night st Abreschik's whes they were passing through.
The children were not agfoludisd from the discussions that arose om

such occasions, and of course sll of this hed its influende o the
pugsg young Kikale.

' Whem WMikols wes 7 yesrs old he entered the slsmentary school
u,inmuum. He acguired his sscondary education rirst at the

4 year school ia Badoshkoviohyl, and lster in Minsk. In the fall of
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1920, after six grades of secosdary sohool (REAL'EAYA GIMNASIYA -
a school specialising in -tlmn_t.iu and nstural scisnces, where

tnati-ns of the newly organized Folyteehmiosl Institute. The Rigs
pesce, which cut Mikola's pareats off fros Minsk, ssmpin compelled
bis to mpmizn abandon -gion{n and move to Sytobavichyl (western

village and went on to Vilaa. The cld Byelorussicn capitsl msde
-alt:oumu.il@um.'b'mg.b the Barilyanski ssmatex
sosastory-that Eyslorussien fortress-to fiod out the locatisa of
.pommuxumﬁuu'un. In the corridor be ren into
an ecquaintancs from Minsk, Ya. Stankevich, who reprosched Mikols
“for his desire to continue stulying, when thers were oot emcugh pecple
to teach the uniaformed Byelorussisns, Mikola yielded to the demands
of society and started some pedagogiocal courses for externs. Defore
Christase 1920 be weat to the village of Lenkushohyina ia.the
‘wn‘nﬂu take over the position of teacher at a Byelo-
rasrian elamsntary sclool therv. ]
' The school served 4 villsges, of which Lenkatishohyine wes the
centsy. Thsre was alreedy s Polish school 1n the latter, loceted
1o the osnter of the Tillage and it was named after the landowner
0L Btratyizhinext, ' |
| ¥ikols Abramchik organized the school in the village {tself
snd first started to work with 12 pupils. At the same time he

ancient languages are not wwi_c). be passed the competitive exas-

mmnamnmonru,unmmtmu_m |
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i opened evenisg eon'uu for adults -huhun atundnd by young people
" " bayout emool age ead by the parests of shiléres who sttendsd the
' uunmmmumnnntm:mﬁumm.
whereas ths Polish school hed o-l.y four laﬁl‘ﬂtﬂ.M'l ohildren
spd ons of bis servants) despits the fact that the peassatry ia
~ this school district was 50% catholic, that is, more the influsace
_of Polish culture. In the next sohool year (1921-22)Ahad to make
sepairs. Is this comnectfon the Polish sdatnistretion sad police , _ ,
' pegam to exsrt pressure against the Byelorussisn school, but they _ ‘ '
vor. mot able. u pot the opper band, The Folish school itspector . .
_seat sevea r&na tescher either for the indepssdent perellsl Fol-
ish school or as teachers of the Polish hw in the Byelorussian
school, but the peasants did not allow one of thess teachers into
the village.

Luring summer wamg vaoation in 1921, whep “tramchik was attend-
ing post-gredusts pedagogical courses in Vilns, he cass into contact
with the Byelorussien mstionsl revolutionary nnnunt which at that
ﬁn. ander the lsadership of the FNR (Byelorussian “ationmsl Republioe) L
government from Swxyi Keunas (i alliance with the Lithuanians), ; g
was preparing & rebelliocn in western Pyelorussia., Nikole Ab!uohik’ Co A
was appointed BER uyezd chief for the following volosts: Radosh- . '
koviohyl, Eresnosyolki, snd EKhstsenchyitsyl. In the fsll of 1922,
as & result of the omoum "sapsuvers™ ia his uyezd, he was
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:ounm.mmwmmmwotu-otth. such as

. 1n whieh Abremchik wes beld by Eyelorussisn scciety.

: u.t.and u a token of protbat he rencunced teaching altogether.
' . ‘with natiossl revolutionary work ia his district. As a cover for

' Radoshkovohyi Byelorussien gympasium (high school). The teachers

" the Byslorussian rebel hesdguarters, which was located in Lithusnia

sppointed chief of the Vileiski Okrug. A1l of the uyerd chiefs in
the Vileiskays Oblast gladly accepted the leadsrahip of the 19 year

the ohief of the Xaramstsiaga Uyespd, Garyilik, who was a tsscher and
s dslagsts to the Seim, which 1s an indication of the high opiaion

Until Mey 1922 managed doth of his positions-that of teacher sad
that of okrog chief-well. In the fall of thet year the Polish soboal
inspector for the Ashayanski Uyexd dsoided that it would be imposs-
1ble to cosvart the school fato @ Polish sobool so long s Abramchik
was a teacher there, and be ordered Abramchik’ s¥voly transfer to
centrel Polemd (nser ¥ersew). Abremshik d¢id DOt scoept this appolat-

He th— moved to Redoshkovichyli to cecupy himself exclusively

this work, he registered as a student in the seveath grade of the

FRRS] ol B o

at this school knew that Abramchik had elrsady beea tirough sxts
secondary school snd disregardsd his frequsnt absences, which gave
bim the opportanity to travel sbout in his distriet and to visit

B4 e e

(1n Tevrogenyi). .
In Novimber, 1922, an important sesting of the revolutionary ' S
1iberation sovement was held in western Byeldrussia. Up to that

time the Cemtrel Liberstion Comsittes of Westsrn Byelorussis had
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- ay;lmkola Abramehik was assigned to effeot the liaison, Whea
( .

R

received all political and tectical instrustion from Eaunas, directly
from the ENR government, or through the supreas rebel headquarters
in 'l'au:rﬁaan. When the BNR government olashed with tl;o I.!;thunniu_
government over the city Vilna, the BNR government abendoned XKaunas
and the Luthuanians tried through ssvergl Byelorussianm officials

in _'rcyrogcn to continue. preparations for an insarrection in westers
Byelorussia, propagandizing this revelutionary libsryetion movexmeat
in i{nternationsl form as Lithoanisn resistance for ¥ilna.

The Eyelorussian Centrel Revolutionary Committes for Wostera
Byslorussia, which up to that time had been headed by the post
Leanid Podrevich and “eginovich (& memher of the Slutsk Insurgent
Oouncil), broke otr,‘ its collaboration with the Lithuanians, retain-
ﬁg the ectirs seoret apperatus on the sarliar purely indapandent ]
Byelorussisn lines. However when relations with the Lithusniens
were broken off the Byelorussian Central Revolutionairy Committes

was compelled to give thought to 1ts future tactics psbam it wonld .

have besn more than risky now farxikkmmxim to base their hopes for
& successful insurectioa solely on thelr own foroes sgainst the
so0lidly organized Polish government,

In Minsk at that time tho Byslorussian SER was headed by Char- .~ -

vyakov, and ths commissar tor enlightanment was Prof, Igpatowski-
both of them were closv Soolal Bevolutionary Farty atherents of
L. ‘ln_'pdzevloh and Ya, Laganovich. The Central Committee of Libara-
tich of Weatern Byslorussia dsoided to got into comtact with them,
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Igaatovaki listened to dbramchik's story and then summoned:
seven robust youths, among thes Chsrvyakov, to come to him. A meet-
ing took p]..au. here at Ignatovakits apilrtm.nt. at which Abremohik
gave a detatled account ot ‘:hé situation in western Byelorussia,
Abremohik spent the night at Ignatovski's and the conversatiopn eon-
tinued late into the night, Toward evealng of the pext day cae of
the young nnn arrived at-Ign-atoakj.'l dressed in B sult mdo of peas-

“.. ant mataria) and told Abmamchik that he would go with him to Vilpa,
This san wasg later given t.ho nickname of Pimm because Abrem-

eh.u: bas to carry him on his shouluu across & stream into the bor-

der sonse.

Tae negotiations betwsen the Comaittes for the Libderation of
'utom Byslorussia and the Minsk Socialist Hevolutionaries 1led to
the tounding in Minsk of ths Comalttes 1u= the Liberatisn of Lsstern
Byelorussia, headed by Praf. Ignatovski. .

It was agreed by both coaxittees that the insurseotion in west-

‘ora Byelorussia shorld not bde plannod for the mr—rutm, the pres-
ent time to be spent in the preparation of cadres. Bince the Polish
govarzaent had liquidated aluost sll of the Byslorusalan schools,

1t was decided to form a met of secret Eyelorussian slemsntary sehools.

‘The oathollic priest A-ka acooptad the position of inspector gsneral
for thess schools and Apremohik was appointed his assistant.
7hmeh1k worked at this post untll the fall of 1924, touring

Abramchik had received a lettsr from L. Rodzevich, he went illogally
to Minak, to the private quarters of Prof. Ignatoveki.

. - y . . ) ., - .
A s oy e e 03

NS

U

[T YT . Y

it = o o e e v £ m v W+

PIPTRSIRUp Wi




A

LBl
- e

RN

L SR T

WL

81l of western Byelorusaia searohing out rellable teachers and org-..
anizing secret schools. . At the same time he built up stores of -
secret litersturs which later, by order from ¥ilna, was scattered sbout
in one night., During thess two years, he sinttmixRywf $1legally
visited Prof. Ignatovaki 29 times with assignments from the Centrel’
Committes for the Iiberation of Weatern Byelorussia. During this
time Ignatovaki becams 80 impressed with him that he let hins ¢n on .
the most secret conferemces of the Minsk Byslorussian anti-Bolshevik
aotivists, ‘

In June 1924 Abramchik formally completed his ssocondary educitﬁa.

Hle tried to enter the Vilna University, but at that time it was elmost

iapossible to enter a Polish ifnatitution of higher lsarning from
a Byelorussian sscondary school.
It had aiready been decided by the Committes for the Liberation

* of Westerm Byelorussia thet Abramchik would have to be sent to soNe )
"institution of higher learning. Arter four years of unintermupted

sonspiratorial work Abramchik was in nesd of a pesriod of rest so

. that traves of his activities could be covered up.

In the fall of 1924, Prof Ignatovski called Abrmmchik to Minsk

'. and offered him & choice of two schools: the unimx_ugl Mlitery

Academy or the Marimogorski Agricultural School in Momcow. Ignatodsict

' advised him to choose the formsr, which was the schcol to whioh he

sont the 'ﬁv'olomsians who were most important in the national move.

. mant, 50 that he could later have a reliable cadre of military

specialista, However Abramchik decided on the agricultural school.
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i After one weekvs gttendance at the agricultural school ibremehik
_ returned to Ignatovaki, saying that he badn't liked the sobool, inss-
R mnoh as the acholastic level waa low, Ho also had not liked the at-
sosphere and duorihlod the school as a hamgout for tramps. Ignatovari
posdered for o mmeat snd than whispazed-to.Abremchik, *us best
regards to Petr (nuemvm/lwh._au.m# we often thénk
of them in Mopcow. We muct remaln firm. xm
M” .
nummnmum l.nhblltwounbm,
eddress (NMa Elupi) he had obtained from a correspondence with an

‘old friead, & patull:'.. poet Uladzimer Zheilka, Here he fousd saveral
dozen old friesds, both fsom the psiagogical ocourses and the conspir-
atorisl work. News of Abyumchik's arrival soon reached president
Kxrechevaki, who asked Adramchik to coms to ses him that evening.

- Abpamohik ruuﬂnrn thia interview with Krechevaki and ZIk:hlmk as
one of the Iappiuls soments in hig life, giving hig the opport.mty
to know two such gxx great historical pesrsonages.

In Czechomlovakia Abracchik aimul tanecusly emplatod two
eourses of stusy-at the Ukreinfan Acadesy he completsd a course 1a |
esconomios, sarning the title of diploma'd engineer in the nonqd.e ‘
sotences, and 4t the Czochoslovakisa Karlovyl Usiversity he completed
his stadies iz the history and scclology departasnt.

. . While be was studying, Abrasobik rezained in contact with Ig- -

patovaki end persons close to him, such &s Yanks Eupsls, Prof. P.,

an& others wht;i for one reason or another oame thers from Minsk,
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'mlranl the end of the third course Abreamchik was preparing for
print e work entitled "Economic Oeography of Byelorussie®, whieh
. Ignatovaki liked very much, end on the basis of which Ignatovski
.pmpoood & Jeotureship saxhim {a economic geogrgphy to him at the
Minsk Mniversity. |

' Howsver, despite the faet tuat the Poles had'at that time
ddpr:.v_od Abremchikx of his Pollish citizanshifp and ;vnera demanding
his extradition from the Gzechoslovablan anthorities becauss of
s brochure Abramehik had written in French condemuing the Polish .
terror in western Byslorussis which had caused a groat stir in the

. wemtern REuropean press, Abrmm refased to go to Soviet Byelorussias, .
_ In the fall of 1929 Abramchik and I started to travel throogh ';

-4he world on foot, for the purpose of aequiring practical knowledge ‘
of ‘the agrioultursl oc.'.:onony of western Europe. Tor a yeer and '
soverel nonths we went on f3ot and by bieyole from Pragus to Lyons, .
visiting el) of the Jistriots that interested us in Crechoslovakia,
northern Germany, Bavaria, Switzerland, the Ehine area, and them
¥rance. On the way we worked at various ordinary qug 50 as to come
to know tho village life and the lifa of the workers, es well as to
pay ats wey. | | ﬁ

. Oup 1tineray had beem planned to inclufle France, 3psin, the '

northern coast of Afries, and then Italy. However in Lyons two

- unforesssn m oiroumstances caused s radicsl alteration in our
plans. The first of these was the news of Ignatovaki's suieide, and
the ueqnd‘na the presence in Franse of & large sax Byelorussiem

‘workers' on;mtioa.hﬂ

rasgee



I

T

:th':l‘ kS

i; the French government had -recognized the Union of Dyslorussians iz’

" ary workers at various factories, mines, apd ofs the land, and engaged

: 4

L Our next destination was Psris 'ahorc, at tho beginning of 1931,

France. From thig tioe on Abramohik worked uninterruptedly for the
Byelorussian workers' emigretion. He himself worked along with 0iuiRm-

ia the strugsle against any ocoupation of Byslorussia. Ke published
kis oma peper and wrote articles in other papers on the Byelorusaian
iiberation movement and sade comtact with various politicsl amd
culturel figures in Surope. He was always in sontact with the presi-
dent Rakharok and becams his chiaf coworker and his deputy for
wostern Rurope. . . . ‘

At the begimning of the war 1a 1939 the Polish government, which
had moved to France, tegan the mobilizstion of Foles, among thes .

the Brelorussians from western Byelorussia, The Mm.of_w o

in France waged a struggle againat the Pelish-government that to
many appeared hopeless, but ot to Abramchik. Notwithstanding the
Narsh French laws regarding anti-allfed propegands, Abramchik with
nis inborn coursge feaplessly urged the Byslorussiens to boyeott
_the Polish,amir and pads requssts to the French g overnment to allow
" pyelorigsiaps to join the Preuch arcy (the wartime foreign legion).
!fu petitioned for the formation of BysloTussian nationsl units within -
the 1’1:@11 army., Tue conssquences of the coux;agooun and decisive
stand taken by ibramchik was that the Freuch government allowed Byelow -
‘russiens & cholce Between jotning the Frengh or the Polieh ary.
'/ !Tnis fresdom of shoice reised the morale of the Byelorussians
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afd more than 1,200 of thew volunteered in the Fresch foreign leglom
(which aast mot be confused with the regalar forelg legion). Unfor-
tunstely the attainnont of further aims in France was hindered by the
arrival of the Gomns.

- whe Gestapo started to search out its enemies in Paris and. '
Abramonik dpolded to go to Byelorusals. Am scquatntance in Berlin,
Wr. gh., helped kim to get to Derlin ead promised to help im him tn
gattinc to Byelorussie. -Eowever ¥. <iinchrits, Mg“u tapo offiolal,
m Abramchik, and ke waz obliged to remainm blockaded in Berlis.

But even in thic situation Abremchik ¢1d not give ap. At ‘the
request of the well krown Byelorusslan patriot, who was still trusted

by the Cormans, he undertook the orgurnizaticn of s Byelorussian

eharter comission in Germany. A4t the sape time he and the lato

oatholic priest Godlevaki decided to establish a Bynl.omsian vesis-

tance net, Artor organizing this net Abranchu ard Gallevekl in-
tended to go Vto Fpglend. Unfortcnately Cedlevski was exposed by
anotber Syelorussian Gestapo worker, Pr. Yermacheakt and this cost
him his 24fo. Abremchik remained in Berlin for sbout ‘wo years.
The resistence work that he carried cn encospessed not only the

- Byelorussians in Osrmany; the Byslorussisn Committes for Mutual Afd,

ip Abramohik's hends became & santuary and moyel sgp-ort for all
Byelorussians. Abyeamehik ocessiopelly hed the opportunity to visit
zlk:-harok in Prague. - )

/ In Tuly 1943 a delegate from the HNP (Byelorussisn Independance
R;ty] arrived in Berlin with am a party of newspaper vriters who
;n‘;“ an exoursion nﬁa asked Abramohik 3= on behalf of his party

i
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%0 g0 to Byelorussia to take over the political leadership and pub-
liestica of the 112egal press of the ENP. Abremohik made preparetions
to move to Byslorusaia with his wife, where they would live in the ‘
woods. Be was however prevented from sarryisg out his plaas hy
mﬁmmmmummhpmumwﬁ_u-.

In Peris Abrasehik was kept under strict sarvetllance.
Bs wan forbiddes by the Usatapo to receive any Symmx Byslorussisne

8t M3 quarters oF to mset them anywhere or even to correspond with
m:m. Despite evarything, Abremohik meds contact with
" paysons in the Freach resistanes snd, in axpectation of tie srrivel

of the allies, prepared & number of tracts desoriding ths tregic
plight of the Byelorussian people.
Ismadiately after the liberwtion of France, he gave enrnnot
ais sfrforts to She defenss of the rights of aispleced persocns ia
Enowing Abraschik as well as I 4o, 1t seems to me that be ean
mot be charecterized as othsr than & revolutiomary of the Byelo-

77, russien 1iberatios movement, a pereco with inezhaustible energy, who

: . bas dedlcated his eatire life to the Byelorussium pepple. It 18 no
j ‘wonder that before his desth presidest Zakharok did not waat to

’ {7 deputize his autbority to anyons other tham Abramchik.

I It sesss to me superfluous to Write about Adbramehik's presemt
: activitiss as presideat of the BER; there is Bo Byslorussien solony
'1 in Amsrica or in Earope that 1s not fasiliar with this inexhsustible
3 fighter, '
foEnE .
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mm-_nmmuunuuuotmm m'ul"

'otmmt.mt-aw, wbo have m-dtopiotmth.muu

Batiomlist-liberatica work of Abramchik between 1920 and 1924

&8 en off-shoot of Abremchik's membership in u-xomoml. It should ..
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