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DECCASSIEIED AND RELEASEOBY ¢ b
CENTRAL ‘TTT'E'I.'['IGE'N’L“E"AB'E’WY’?W T -

September 24, 1951

SUBJECT: Negotiations in Paris betmwen AMRAMICHIK, Preaident of
the Bfblorussien Mational Rada (HMR) and XERENSKI re-
prosenting the Council for Libersticn of the Peoples of

Ressia,

Following & prelisisary exchange of views with T~
rogarding the possibility for the BYelorus
adbere to the Comeil for the Liberation of the Peoples aof Ruseia
ABRIMICHIZ, Prosident of the Bada, discussed the conditlons for the
sstadlisheent of cooperation between thsse two
KERFMSKY, who scted as reprasentative of the Counci),

j
s

opinion of
wonld be reached betwoen the Eada and the Council provided the

- latter agreed to accept certain conditicns submitted by the Hada.

Specific points made by Abramtchik with regard to the two conversa-
tions he had with Xarensiki are given below:

1. ions betwesn Great Russians and lorussians.

The recognition of the Bfaloruasian peopls as sn indapendent
people and pegotiation with them as equsls are the dovelopments which
proved particularly gratifying to Abrastchik, That slons, he pointed
out, is a tremendous step forward since his coaversaticns with Esrensid
ware the first occaston in 30 yoars when Great Russian and russisn
exiles had conducted serious political nagotiations. He expressed
hisself particularly satisfled that no publicity had so far bosa given
to the progras by the Council, Ho saw in this discretion :
another indication of pelitical wisdom since he was given to under-
stand by Kerenskl that it was a step decided by the Council with &
view to malm it to amend ths prograa should this be desired
by the representatives of the other pooplas invited to join
acvezent., .

While Xersaski refrained frea reading the program to Abraatchilk,
various problems relating thereto were diacusssd during the conversa-
tions. There is no doubt, secording to Abrastchik, that polnta such
as "collaboration for struggle aguinst Bolshoviom® would mest with
tke wholssale approval of the Byelorussian exiles. Other polnta, aaocng
them the titls of the organization, found Abraatchik lass résponsive.
He doclared, howsver, that a chamge in the title could poasibly be
He in willing to concede to the
Great Russians that they are not re for Bolshevisxn and its
policies, but insiste that the Rada be adnitied to Lhs Council.as
representing an jndepsndent Bfalorussian statoe, and that the question
of the ultimate fate of BYslorussia, whether it should be an indspendent
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country or an integral part of Russia, be postponed until the libera-
tion of Bfelorussian territories and the holding of & plebiscita,
(Privatsly, in his conversstions with Embassy offisials, Abramtchik
has exprossed the views that he doea not believe total indespendeace
of any country in Bastern "urops to be possible after ita liberation,
but that all courtries would be fadaratsd in one uait in accordance
with political trands now popular in the “est of Eurcpe.)

One of the most important problsms treated during the inter-
viaws betweon Zerensld and Abramtchik pertains to the borders of
BYalcrussia., 7n this conpection, Abramtchik raised the question of
the Council’'s actual views ca the subject, He said that (erenslcl had
made po specific statement with regard to the territoriss inhabited-
by BYelorussians, whils SOLOVIEV in conversations with Dr. STANKEVIC,

" a BYelorussian representative in Germany, had limited the fisld to -

“territorisa occupled by the Soviet Union in 1939%. Such limitatilons
are considered with disfavor by Abramtchik, who sees therein an abtempt
to transform the J¥elorussian question into an internal Russian affair.
(In thie connection, Abremtchik expressed his regret that negotiations
with sian representatives wers conducted sim:ltanecusly by

. .agveral Councll representatives and his hope that in the future follow-
ing his complaints on the subject to Kerensid, these canversations would

be carried on by one duly authorized person only,) In ths opinion of
Abramtchik, the question of borders should be left open and extremely
vagus, as was done by the Poles who recognized 3¥alcrussia ds jure
{by writing a lstter to Abramtchik addressed to him as the Fresident
of the BYelorussian Rada), but refrained from concluding an agreement
ccpoerning -ita bordsra.

2. Approval of Counci) and adhersnce therate by s¥slornssian exiles.

In his conversations with {erensiki, Abramtchik cautioned him
against rashnsss and excessive speed, The B¥slarussian exiles had been
asubjected to anti-Russian propaganda for many years and cne falss
step in attempting to btring the two groups of exiles together might
bring catastrophe. He pointed out that he could not sign any agree-
aent with the Council or give his oral support thareto without first
cbtaining the neceasary authority from the jada, Otherwise, he would
ba coasidered a traitor to the BYelerussian cause and would probably
be campellad to reaign from the Rada,

Abramtchik outlined his plans in dealing with this questicn
as follows: in October, he will discuss ths possibility of cooperating
with the Counoil with the a¥slorussian exiles in Paris, Belgium, and

'Bngland,  He will then csll together the Sixth Session of the Rada,
which waa to have met in December, 1951, in the United States, but which

be will convoks instoad for November, 1951, and will request the Rada,
the members of which are for the most part residents of the United
States {70 mezbers of a total of 120 in exils, and & former total of
160), for authority to adhers to the Councll should ths latter accept
the conditions presentsd by the SYslorussiana,
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3. B¥slorussian representation at the next mssting of the Council

JMorantehik turned down the suggpestion of Keranski to attend
as a reprosapntative of BYalorussia the Couacil's mesting in late
Septembar or sarly Octcber, 195). His presence at the mesting
could give riss to misunderstanding and might cause unfavcrable
¢omment. on the part of the BYslorussians, aince he was the President
of the Naticnal Rada. Hs agreed, however, to appoint two Bfalorussian
repressntatives to the meeting in the capacity of obaervers, but .
refuded Kerenskl's request that thase repressntatives act as spokea=
men for the BYelorussians on the grounds that they lscked suffigient
- guthority and could nots complications by a mis-statement of H¥slo-
russian views. The cbservers whom Abrantchik plans to dalegate to
the meeting both resides in Germany. They are Dr. Stanislaa STANEEVIC
.. And BORTNIK, editor of BATKOVSHCHINA, a BYfalorussian publication ape
pearing in Germany. :
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