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Oﬁice Memomndaw 't'rlﬁ%b STATES GOVERNMENT

TO 1 Chisf, Goeratinr~ Divisians ORC DATH: 30 October 1951
Attn: & : = '
FROM 1 Chief, Contast uLavision, W

SUBJECT:  Mikole AMBRAMPCHIX

1. This office has contacted Mikola ASRAUICHIE, who has just returned
to the U3 for a briaf visit after a year's stgy in Rurope. He lived mainly
in Paris, but alsc made axtensive trips to Bngland, Belghm and Italy.

2. This Spring, he went to Vatican City for consultations with high
Charch dignitaries. Previously, be bad talked to Cardinal Tissarand, Chmrch
axpert . on Bastern Buropean affairs, who encouraged him to geo to the Vatisan.
Hs was accompmnisd to Rome by Father Robert vap Covelaert, son of the old
zojifm parlissentarien, who 15 sscretary of ths Balgian-selnruuhn Associa~

3. mumntstakemthe ointaent of & bishop and Apostolic
Visitor to the Belorussians in exile, bject polnts out that there were

at ope time six Delarussian bishoprics, in Seclensk Polotsk, Pinsk "7"’,‘"‘ ) ;
Vilno (Wilna, Vilzyus), snd Suprasl (near Bialystack) %‘—"—"m’, Tresent, .uz | |

are 0o Belorussian bishope at all,

" 4 In discussions at the Vatican, which included a private audience
by the Pope (whom subject described as extremely well informed or at least
woll brisfed cn Bastarn Burcpean affaire), the Vaticam took the attituds
that a pumber of bishoprica would be restored to Belorussiz after a Libera—
tion of the area, JNearwhile, the Vatican considered the status of Roman

. Catholics mmong minority nationalities in the USSR a wery delicats matter
. and tried to avoid any action which might stir up new waves of persecution.

Se Subject poimted out that the independence of Balorusaisn chmrch
groupe in exils from thw Poles was a2 matter which could hardly lead to
retaliation, His view prevailed, and the Pope promised to appoint Father
Boleslav Sloskans bishop and Apostolic Visitor. Fsther Sloskuns has been
rector of a emall seminary at Louvain, The practical result of this develop-
wont 1s that hemceforth Belorusaian Church groups will hawe a direct chanmel
to the Vatican and therefore, will enjoy & higher preatige than hsretofore.
In a larger pense, this utep signifiss a recognition on the part of the

Yetican of ths aspirations to freedom and independsnce of the National minor—

ities of Eastern Burope, {This tendency was indspendently reported by an
. dmerlcan prisst of Irish descent who recently returned from Roma.)
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_ currently in the USSR, or

SEWT RN

& Subject told ug that he held comversations with ‘(.

.|
. Aexander Kerenski, and cther individuals ebout the possible participation

of Selorussian groups in the new anti~fommnist front recently established '
i Burope (SONR). He stated that he had known [~ - _°7 for many years

and found him quite understanding. His meeting with Kerenskl was progpted
by o -7

T Subject found Kerenski fadrly moderate and eager for cooperation,
Earenski proposed that a plsbisoite be beld in Balorussia after the liberation
of the mwmmm-mﬂupeqﬂeormmm(a)mmmm
status for their country, fb)arederuimwithmunamw

c) mion with Bussia, sub.ioctu-modthd'-h].o-
russia had cbtained sovereigniy with the fall of the Cxar and should be treated
43 a sovereign state, in which cass chances of peaceful cooperation with neigh-
boring countriss would be greatly inmproved, Kerenski, sccording to subject,
did not vigorously oppote nor wholly accept this view,

8. As things stand at present, the Belarussians are not quite so
vehemottt in the ir opposition to SOHR as the Ukrainisns who, aceording to
subject, have beaped sbuse not only on the Russians for being imperialistic
but &lso upon the Americans for allegedly belping the Russians in thia
respact (throogh the sponsorship of SONR and sume groups represented in it),
Subject will hold conversstions on this subject during his curreat US visit
with interested Individusls and crgmizations, including the American cmittae
for the Liberation of ths Peoples of Russia, Inc,

9« 4 copy of this memorandum is beinp forwarded to (S0.
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