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ØISOffice Memorandum • Mtn& STATES GOVERNMENT

TO	 ' Chief, 	 fljyl..4nnr nne	 DATE: 30 October 1951
atm C

PION $ Chief, Contact shone ion, LIU

SUDJECTs ilikola 11212teNTCHIK

1. This office has contacted Nikola ABRAITCHI1C, Who has just returned
to the BB for a brief visit after a year's stay in Europe. He lived mainly
in Paris, but also made extensive trips to Ragland, Belgium and Italy.

2. This Spring, he went to Vatican City for consultations with high
Church dignitaries. Previous/7, he had talked to Cardinal Tiaserand, elsorch
extort on Eastern European affairs, who encouraged him to go to the Vatican.
He 1188 acccepanied to Rome by Father Robert van Covelaert, son of the old
Belgian parliamentarian, who Is secretary of the Belgian-Belanassisn Associa-
tion.

3. The Janne at stake was the appointment of a bishop and Apostolic
Visitor to the Belorussians in exile. Subject points out that there were 	 .7111k°at one tine sit Belorussian bishoprics, sin Smolensk, Minsk, Polotsk. Pinsk/

arebishops at all.
Vilno 

Belorussian
ilnyVns), and Suprael (near BialFstook). A6 present, there
no 
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h. In discussions at the Vatican, which included a private audience
by the Pope (whas subject described as extremely well infcerred or at least
well briefed on Eastern European attain), the Vette= took the attitude
that a meter of bishoprics would be restored to Belorussia after a libera-
tion of the area. lisarestils, the Vatican considered the statue of Ronan
Catholics among minority nationalities in the USSR a very delicate natter
and tried to avoid any action which might stir up new waves of persecution.

5. Subject pointed out that the independence of Beloraselan church
groups in exile from the Poles was a matter which could hardly lead to
retaliation. His view prevailed, and the Pope promised to appoint Father
Boleslav Sleeken° bishop and Apostolic Visitor. Father Sloskans has been
rector of a small seminary at 'anytime The practical result of this develop-
ment is that henceforth Belorussian Church groups will have a direct channel
to the Vatican and therefore, will enjoy a higner prestige than heretofore.
In a larger sense, this step signifies a recognition on the part of the
Vatican of the aspirations to freedom and iodependence of the National minor-
ities of Eastern Europe. (This tendency was indepemtently reported by an
American pleat of Irish descent who recently rebated from Boas.)
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6. Subject told us that he held conversations with • a. Llesander Ithronaki, and other Individuals about the possible participation • .
of Belorussian groans in the OEM anti-Goomonist front recently established
in Europe (SOW. Be stated that it had known a - a for many years
and found him quite understanding. His noting with Kerezzedri was prompted
by

7. Subject found Korrekt fairly moderate ont eager for cooperation.
fareaski proposed that a plebiscite be held in Belo:main after the liberation
of the USSR to determine whether the people of Belorussia want (a) an independent
statue for their country, (b) a federation with Rusin and perhaps other areas
currently in the USSR, or (o) union with Russia. Subject argued that Belo-
meals had obtained sovereignty with Um tall of the Czar and should be treated
as a sovereign state, in nick case chances of pearfel cooperation with neigh-
boring cotomtries would be greatly Improved. Uremia, according to subject,
did not vigorously oppose nor wholly accept this view.

8. n things stand at present, the Belorussians are not quite so
vehement in the ir opposition to SORB as the Ukrainianswho according to
subject, have heaped abuse not only on the Russians for being imperialistic
but also upon the Americans for allegedly helping the Russians in this
respect (through the sponsorship of SOla and some group; represented In it).
Subject sal hold conversations on this subject during his current US visit
with interested individuals and organizations, including the American Committee
for the Liberation of the Peoples of Russia, Inc.

9. A copy of this laSiOntodus is being forwarded to MO.


