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S::_CRET 1 april 1952
To: Chief, = SECURTTY INFORMATION

Via: Chief, SR
Prom: Deputy Chief, SEAN

Subject: Comtact Report on Mikala ABRAMCHIK

1. On 25 Pebruary the undersigned amd 'T'° _. ] . conferred
with the President of the Byelorussian National Couneil {BKR), who
had requested Contactas Branch, r~ ] . to arrange a meeting with
the undersigned,

. 2, Abramchik was lrief and to the point. He asked vhether any
frog:nua had beon made in arranging for a Byalorusaian military unit

Guard Compeny). He stated that the two Byelorussian draftees whom he
had mentionsd to us before had now been sent overseas, one to Burope
and the other to Japan, He also said that two more young Byelortasians
bad been inducted into the service since he last saw va, The point
Abramchik obvicusly wanted to put acrows was that vhile we delayed, good
man who might make up a Byelorussian unit were being scattered across ;
the face of the earth. It was explained, as on several previous oceaslons,
that the subjact of a Byslorussian unit had been brought up with the
Department of Defense, which was now deliberating on the merits of the
scheme,
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3. Abramchilz stated that mechinery had been set up for collecting
clothing from recent Byelcrussian arrivals in this country., He asked -
vs to confirm his underatamiing thet the clothing was to be turned over
to | — in Hew York. Confirmation wes given to him.

Le Abramchik asked whether we had any information about the date
of Ragula'e arrival in this countiry or wvhether, indeed, he was coming at
all, Abramchik said that Ragula had written two wweks ago to say that
he still didn't have his viga end so he didn!t Jmow vhen he would be
able to ret astarted on his $rip to America, We were wot able to clakify
the matter at that tine,

5. Abramchik cleims that —1 told him thet in the event
of a change in the direction of the Voice of America, we would arranges
an interview for Abramehik with whoever might become raesponsible for the
programing of Slavic btrosdeasts, Abramchik reports that a change in
direction has now taken place, and he would like to have a crack at
talking the program director into introducing programa in Byelorussian,
Abreamchik was previcusly told by the "notoricusly Bumsophile program
director” that no broadcasts in Byelorusslan were contemulated because
all Byelorussians could understand either Russian or Polish, Abramchik’
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asserts that this is not the cmse, and at any rate, a statament of this
sart is an affront to Byelorussian national wride. By extension, this

policy implies that the Byelorussians, as s cultural and politieal group,
are not worth bothering with,

&. Last bub not least, Abramchik mentioned that he would like to
receive any monegy which we intanded to pive nim for Byelorussian activities
before he left this comtiry so that on his reiurn to Prance he could
explain to French officials curious cbout his sources of revemme that the
money wes collected from Byelorussian DPfs in America. He was told that
he could uae the same story st any time, -rovided that the momey (if
authorized) iz sent to him from this country through regular cormerolal
or postal channals, He was not very keen about this bit of information
and said that it would be better if he got the money befcre he laft.

7. When asked how he felt in genersl about his experiences in
America, Abramchik indicated that he was disheartensd, The principal :
cause for his dissatisfaction appears to be his impression that Russlans .
and Rusgophiles are in control of the various imerican oro;rams, official
and non-afficial, vhich relate to Eastern Burope:

a. The YOA policy of precluding Byelorussian broadoasts ia laid
to the influence of Russian chauvinists who are well entrenched in
the VOA set-up. Official U.5. policy, as it manifeasts itself through
the State Depaziment, 1s censwred for showing preference for Ruasians
over other Bastern Slava, for maively truating the fair-mindedness
of Russisns in positions of authority, and for the failure on the
part of native Americans to understsnd the problems of Esstern Burope.

b, Abramehik relatsd that Byelorussian acholars in New York
who applied to the Pord Poundation for a grent from the funds
recently set aside for Bast Buropean astudies were told by the
Russian slement in combrol of allocations that ‘only those Byelo-
russians would be considered who agreed to undertake Russian
studies. Dalin, who is connected wvith the Foundation and apparently
the father of the Tele professor, told the group with scme disdain
thet the Byelorussian movemsnt was just something 'stirred up by the
Germane’ and had not axisted before 1940, Abramchik zadly points
out that the Soviet Russians very well understend how to play the
nationalities question to their sdventape, in contrast with what
holds true hore, In the USSR, the Russlans are at great pains to
translate all thelr classics into Byelorussian, Dkrainian, etc., as
a gracaful pesture to the oultural and linguistie integrity of thoae
nationalities.

c. Abramchik states that he atiended the meeting held in
Vashington last Saturday wliich had as its purpose the investigation
of ways and means to conduct politleal werfare in Bastern Burope,
Yot only wvas Abramchik shocked by the irresponsible discuaaion in .
public of matters which properly should be discussed only in secret, .
but he was disgusted by the menner in which the meeting h=d been
rigzed by the Russians, who were apparently the main ones to be
called in for pro-meeting consultation by the twe Congressmen benind

the gathering. g T
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8. Abramchik places Byeleruisian fmmi gmnts:i.nthiseounﬁyin
three categories:

a, The youth, 1dealistic and ready .to fight at the drop af
a hat for the liberatiom of their country.

b. The trofessional peopls, who are divided betwoen those
vho want to return to the homeland when it becomas posgible and
" thopse who have found their niche in imarica and want to stay,

ca The farmors who far ths most part hote eotoblisked o
home here.and want to atay,

9, Abranchik 244 not mention his discussicns in Bew York com—
. cerning QRACTIVE matters nor did he ask any operational questions, In
Lt ecnslusion he séated that he axpected to depatrt for France at the end
ST of March,




