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. MBWRANDUM FOR:  Chief, S/3

FROM: SR/3-W2B
SUBJECT: © Operational Conference with ARCAMBISTA k
1, On 11 November 1§53, the undersigned met with ABCAMBISTA L,

" &t our request, for a confersmce which lasted five hours, The meeting
m ,p].m_:e_ in Washington IC and wvas contncted entirely in Russian,

: 2, AECAMBISTA I inquired about (—_ g
inasmich ‘as several matters were left in ithe air hetwsen the two during
. their meeting earlier in the year. It was explained-that [ S
duties heve now been assumed by the undersigned.

- 3, The first portian of the confersuce was devoted to a general
‘dacussion of varicus facets of By:lorussian history and ABCAMBISTA 1°
orgenl saticnal matters, AECANYISTA'h related about his organization's
inability (and lack of desire} to reach a working agreement with -

- Astrousky and the BOR, He reiterated that the present two seperate
_‘organt satiomn arvengementt was more desirabls than any type of amalgamation.
‘This is preferabls according to ABCAMBISTA 4, because of the undssirable
element within the ECR. The August 1953 meeting between ABCAMEISTA L and
Astrovaky revealed that Astrovaky was anxious to unite the Byeloruwsian
emi~ration but only on his terms, According to AECAMBISTA |, the only

_potentisl within the I ~f interest to ABCAMEISTA 1 ia the youthful
“BCR elemewt localed .. " Fiver, New Jerser. Thin rroup is entiiely
-insetive politically, lac.. = neceasary ir + nlement, and
engages only In soclel activities,

E L., AECAMBISTA |} offered a variety of information about the activitiea
.otthaPu'uBloc He indicated that AECAMBISTA 1 as well as the rest of
- the members of the Bloc, are amemnable to ent-oﬂ.l;_g the American Committee,
" The prevalent mttitude mong the Bloc membdbdiffe American Comeittee
" bas altered it's political orlentation sufficiently to warrant entry
- therein by the minorities, Eowever, to date this has been impossible
" Yecause of the machinations of the Great Fuasian groups.

Hie revealed that Waﬂ Committee has gramted AECAMHESTA )
an opportunity to wtilisze the,RAIIO LTBERATION for broadcasts in the
Byelorussian » Five individusls (cne snnouncer, one sscretery,

. and/or translator and thres ressarchers) will constitute the staff of the
Byelorussian sesction., It was implied that the five were bein~ subsidized
on a full-salary basis by the American Comtittee. J, mmc-'v'sn-o:

_: _New York City and ¥incenty ZUR-HRYSEIEVIICH of 237 Brunswick Avems,

" _-Toromto, Canada, have been selected for the research positions. The
‘othar names were not revealed except to indicate that ‘the announcer
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. .. 88R. BExpressing strong criticism of the United States psychological werfare | '

“..

would be a femals, Initially the Byelorussiah section will make only cme
1S-mimite broadcast dailwy; the material transmitted will be limited to a
"concerted anti-Bolshevik strugele and will fall uitbin"‘]iolitical purview

established by the Committes. ,

" S, The primary purpose of AECAMIISTA 4'3 visit to the United States is
to obtain approval from the AECAMBISTA 1 Rada members for entry into the
..Amprican Committes, A meetinr held in New York City on the 7 November 1953

“aras called to resolve the verious differences in tms regard, Inclement
weather prevented many of the AECAMIISTA 1 leaders from outlylng areas in the
-United States and Ganada from attending, Although entry into Anorican Comnittes. -
was only preliminarily distussed at this meeting, the Cloveland leaders
refused to attend. Instead they sent 2 delegate who vehemently protestad
taldng any ection of this patire which would compromise the minority group's
ability to speak out against the proponents of the Federated State,

A comudssion was appointed at the conclusion of the meeting and
delagated authority to prepare a program which would be acceptable to all of
the ABCAMEISTA 1 members add wnich will be used as the beasis for entry into
ths Americsn Comwmdttes, AECAMEISTA L, nonetheless, anticipates some resistance
from certein AECAHEISTA 1 members, tut does not consider this to be an
irreconcilable dispute or one which will split ABCAMBISTA 1. He does nut - .
foel that sntry into toe dmerican Comittes will jnjure tha prestige or - ..z

ccupxmise AECAMAISTA 1 in any respect.

) - Another AECAMBISTA 1 convention is achodul»d for the latter part of
Hovmber A1l ABCAMBISTA 1 delsgations, leaders, and members from the
Umited States and Canada have been invited to attend in an effort to resclve

the issue conclusively.

* &, Daring his visit to Washington DC, ARCAMEISTA L plans to keep &n
.. gppointmant with Senator Alexander Smith (R—Neu Jersey) and Bepreuenta.tive ]
Charles B, Kersten (B-Wisconsin) at their request, AECAMYISTA h woe requested. -
“to sppear before the Baltic Comission after having volunteered to offer cert.d.n'
supporting documentary evidence in behalf of the Baltic States optimistically. .
-, bopwipg that thes Baltic States would similarly lend support to the crett.j.on o
" of a congressional commission for the various other minorities, -

ARCAMETSTA b also stated that he intended to visit Mr. Walter J. oL
Stoeseal Jr, sssistent to the Chief of the UISR desk in the State Depart.ucnt.
"It is hia desire to solicit some type of assistance whereby the Byeloruesian

exigration would be granted permission and fecilities to wage an effective  ~

psychological warfare campaign against the Soviets in the Byelorussian
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" oumpaign, AROAMEISTA ki st.ted that the Umited Statés hes not efrectivelv
e:'xploi‘bed the recent major political changes within the USSR, 7 =
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: * T« A% the undersipgned's request, cperational mattars were undertaken
~ next. ABCAMBISTA ) repsstod all of the complaints expressed to [~  _=T
during their Mgy .3 meeting, He reiterated that the polgcies or our
. orgawdsation were extremely short-sighted and that we were guiliy of poor

" tastical planning,

He re-smphasized ths difficulties and problems resvlting to
wAMBISTA 1 because of the disintecration of plans for establishing the '
Political Action and Cadre School. He stated that unless we were complstely -
certain of following through with any of our plans, we should not broash .

"' any Gew idsas becanse disintegration of plans for new projects caused greater
demoreli cation within ARCAMBISTA 1 than the extant apathy resulting from

o undar'wdng no activity at lll.

The undersigned e:q:la!md that the compnitments were meds by Hmdch R
+ in good faith and that it had been cur intention to implement these projects.
... It was indicated that the implementation of these projects was impossidle
becaise of circumstances beyondmrcontmlandorthemdtoworkvlunna
utricbor dget. The matter wes drovped at this point.

"B, AECAMHISTA & inquired as to the possibility of establishing an Area
Rapreseutativa program aloitg the lines proposed by ABCAMBISTA 2, It was
indicated that the plan submitted by ABCAMEISTA 2 was grossly unrealistic

and that ndget limitations did not permit us to hire four full.time
professors, to rent office space for sach, to purchase sutomobiles, st
cetera as suggested in AECAMEISTA 2's plan. ABCAMEISTA 4 was informed that
a modified area representative program was being considered. In view of )
the relative inactivity of ABCAMBISTA's 2 and(’} it was indicated that they, .
if wmenable to the arrangement, might be utilized as area reprosentatives -
in Belgium and Frence, respectively, and that another suitsble candidate- - . -
could be salacted for England, The undersigned reiterated that current bndge‘b
problems did not permit anything but a limited Area Represantatives :
_program, alsoc noting that the personnal presently in cur employ would hnve
to be utilized more intensively. AECAMHISTA 4 made no further: comnts

:I.nthismgm

9. The major operstionsl isgue, i.e. that of utiliging Lo - :3 in the
* pew ABQUOR tean, wug undertaken next. The undersigned related to ARCAMBISTA

b that we did not dee. it advisable, for securlty reasons, to inclnde

. in the tesm being formed for 1954 operations. It was indicated:

to AECAMBISTA L that AECAMBISTA 2 refused to procure any additional members -

for Team III unless we considered vaing [~ —_7 and that AECAMBISTA -
. 2 and the Field Case Officers were gt an impasse on s issus, AECAMEISTA
" .4 was informad that AECAMEISTA 2 had requested him to resolve this lssue and
: ‘that AECAMBISTA 2 would sbide accordingly. TR B
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- Initially AECAMSISTA L marvelled why he should have any mica
in the matter since AECAMBISTA 2 was the AECAMBISTA 1 operationa chief,
He felt that thare mmst be good reason for ASCAMEISTA 213 wanting to
includs L. ~J\ in Tesm III. ABCAMBISTA L went on to extoll
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Ay somewhat or gave him an opportunity to retreat diplomatically, Although
‘for rejécting C- - T _0, ne agreed to prepare a letter, per our request,

oi . .for transmittal to AECAMPLSIA 2 {via our channels) authorizing ABTAMBISTA 2
© to drop —J 'rom the new team.

" . from the ABQUOR Team IT has been mesger and of a very low-level nsture
Eﬁ.u.rﬂ: becanse of inadsquate training, It was pointed out to AECAMHISTA -
t

wmas-kept ap couraph on receipt of all massages, A non-committal answer
‘was given to AECAMEISTA Y in reply to his query. :

.. batore it was not anticipated that amyens would be required in the United States’

‘nn . -
Jvt_-:”‘ \{ ‘ i ah.‘on.

f 1 showld be excladed becauge of the latter's strong desire

‘to participate in active nationalist work and becavse of his strong
ideological motivations, The undersigned emphasiged the necessity for
eldminating any and all risks in such undertaldngs, He was told that

our procedures for assessing cendidates have excnerated themselves and have
proven extremsly accurate. AECAMBISTA L then stated that he has little
faith ®in the machines® and that he does not ynderstand why [

should have been “suspected of foreign IS comnections®s Ha considered tl:is-
completely absurd and that ho would vouch ror his nephew's reliasbility, - :
The undersigned carefully e:plained that the allsced IS commactions were
only one of the many reasons Wiy we considered /&~ I unsatisfactory
for the type of assigmuent comsidered., This apparemtly placated AECAMBISTA .

he contimed to praise I~ Jto the end and to marvel at our ressons

10. The discussion then revolved shont the topic of agent training.
ARCAMHESTA L4 otated that “on the basis of reports received from the inside Bhe ;.
could not reach anyother conclucion but that our traiming and preparation
of agents has been inadequate. He 1:commended that our training program be-
more intensive, He stated that it was mandatory to have almost as much
political indoctrination as. tradecraft instruction in order %o exploit
effectively the agents inside. According to him, our “intellipence take™

hat -other complications inside alse prevented the procurement of more
intelligence information.

Cage Officers Comment: From ths above and n'm other hints .-
.dropped su! L L, it vas evident that mmls'uhmmmw
gcquainted with most of the operationsl dataila, He inquired whather or
not we had. recsived any recent word frem the team which implied that he

11, The undsrsigned further indicated to AECAMBISTA L that we con‘bmphted

trensferring agent training to PEPRIME {f a wminimm of thres qualified - .

candidates were found, and that traiming would commence approximately 1

Jamary 19gh. Amlmsn L inquired whether or not we still contemplated N

using [ «J of New York City as the operatiomal chief in PHe Tifted States

as had been comaldered during AECAMEISTA 4's discussionwith . 7 3 :

- Tt was explained that it was undesirable, security-wise, to bring in mere .
people into cperations than was absolutely necessary. In view of the fact that

the Fleld Case Officer will contimue to have contact with ABCAMEISTA 2, as

on @ full-time basis for this purpose. It was awnlained to. ABCAMBISTA 4 that, ir
cimu.mat.a.ncee necassitated, we could omplny L —1 on a consultative ) '
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" basis. However, we considered that a ﬁ“’&@@ﬁmﬂg could be handlad ¥
. through ARCAMBISTA .. 2 ag befors., AECAMBISTA l did not suggest using

. with the agents during their training in the United States as hed been

| dasirous of further &scertaining the ¢qualifications of thase individuals.
- It was indicated to AECAMEISTA L that we would consider employing

. cne qualiffed Byelorussian scholar who would work under our direction in
_ the preparation of such studies, A brief outlins to serve as an example

_a commitment to hire anyons but ‘merely an attempt to investigate the
.- Byelorussian history as yet undocumented.
' l'odgad a complaint ageingt our non-utilization of qualified Byslornssian

“4n the United States Amy becguse B HEF destre to engage 1n anti-Communtat

i} t
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_ARCAMBISTA'a 5, 11 or anyone else in any “hand-holding® or advisory
capacities and did not pursue the subject further.

~ Case Officers Cammemt: It 13 not known why AECAMBISTA 4 dropped the
subject and did not insist on a full-time AECAMEISTA 1 repres ntative

expected, The subject was reised several times at different instances to
otfecr AECAMEISTA U ampls opportunity te expresa his views on this matter Lo T
ut elicited no cther response than that indiceted above. It Is the ‘ ;

- uhdersigned's opinion that ARCAMEISTA L wae concerned over AECAMEISTA 2's g

gtatus and activities as a full time salaried employee and -that he did

not desire to compromise ABCAMHISTA 2's stature as the operatlional chief. e R
Tt is felt that this can be used to our sdvantage and will afford o S
us full contirol over the agents during their training in the United Stntea . B PN
without sharing thelr lovaltr with a ABCAMEISTA 1 representative, If R i
necessary, howsver, [~ ] can alwuys be used on a consultative : -

, . bamts should the agmtu dosire to confer with an ABCAMEISTA 1 repnsontatin. - _ .
‘7. It may be desirabls, however, to include [ —3 in the agent SRR :

training program in order to have & qualified ABCAMBISTA 1 assistant for
future training,

12. AECAMBISTA 4 re-broached the subject of estedlishing a program

- whereby Byelorussian scholars would prepare analysss and studies on the o x : . '

%olomusian question, on the approaches to the Byelorussian problem, and i . .

.on general topics of Byelorussian historical background, He stated that there o ' : .

" wers several qualified scholars in the United States who could prepare o N :
such gtudies, but that they were employed as laborers and in janitorial - ’ i

_capscities and had 1ittls opportunity to undertake scholarly endsavours, i

.The nndersigned expressed interest in this project and noted that we ware

‘of our requirements was subtmitted to ABCAMEISTA 4, Several PRQ's '
{translated into Russisn) were also furmished ABCAMEISTA i requesting him
to procure the desirsd information. On the basia of information received
wo would attempt to implement & study group project if we deemed that the
candidete was qualified for this task, It was indlcated that this was not

possibilities of finding a suitable candidate who would have access to the
dssired information and was qualified to prepare studies on raceta of
13, Returning to the topic of agent mcrnitnent, AEGAHHIS‘I‘A. h

youth in the United States and Canada, According to hdm, there have- been
approximately twenty Byelorussi the Cleveland area who anlisted

ec 3 , .
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.H(Q' shovld a retumm trip to Vuhingbon D.C. be imposaible.

activitles, These youths frequently approach thelr AECAMBISTA 1 leaders

" requesting active national liberation assigmments tut have to be constantly
-declined, He requested us to investigate possibilities of using these

candidates from both the United States end Ca.nu.da before the source dries
UDe "

1. A neeting vas scheduled for the subsetuent day, 12 November, 1953,
on which the undersigned, gccomparmied by an agency notary public tranamitted

“the remainder ($5024,50) of the 310,000 ABCAMEISTA 4 dsath bensfit payment.
The stteched quit-claim statement was signed, witnessed an{d du nozo:lv.ac}.

e

15. AECAMEISTA L indicated that he anticipates returning to Washington

"BC in roeximately cne month at which time he will appear again before

the Bal Commission, He indicated his desire to mset again with the
undersigned in order to discuss the study group project further and to
transuelt the PRQ's, AECAMBISTA & was given a Post Office box mmber in the’
event hedecided to commnicate with or nge it as a masns for tomrding the

- 16. -me following puud.omu tere useds
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