- MEMOEANDUM FOR THE RECORD
SUBJECT: Plamning Conferences with M, Abrant.ch:l.k and B, Ragula of the ENR
from 10-14 Septexber 1956.

1. Background:

‘  The D0/sa/7/o008, T 21 met with the President of: the
BMR, M. Abrmatehik. in Paris in December 1955 while on a REDSOX cperational
survey trip I3 expressed the view that the U.S. Goverment
was desirous of maintaimng contimued contact with the BENR. The DC of DOB
further noted that the possibility of mmipg REDSOX operations in canjunction
aid with the Imowledge of the BHR was sible; not on the bilateral arrange-
ment which exigted during tha 1950-195; period, but rather coe of znilateral  ©
action control solely by the U.5. Goverment, the only excepticn to this :
arrangement being the disposition of the intelligsnce *take." If during the
course of any operational astivity employing BER assote, both internal and
extarcal, information received of value to the BMR would bo relayed to them.

M. Abrantohik egreed to this arrangemsnt and further talks in Paris were
terminated with the understanding that specific operational details and
planning would be contimied in the U.S. upm the srrival of Abramtchik later
in ths year,

2. 10 September:

a. Abramtchik arrived in the U.S. in Angust bat did not meet with
BR/7/00B staff officers until 10 September 1956, The period be
" gotual arrival in the U.5. and the 10 September date was devoted to
discussions with the Amerlcan Coomdttee in New York re the Paris Hloc
wiich Abramtchik is chairman and to BNE orgenizational activities in
Teronto, Cenada, Abremtchik was met at the Unlon Station Termminal by
themdnraigndmeo!ﬁeermdtnbentothowwuhsnha.
steyed during the entire course of the discuseions.

_ _ b. In opder to spare CSR/7/DOB and the DC/SR/7/DUB uimecessary
e exposure to the dialectics af former ABPOR cperatimns and thair somewhat
S e . anmpleasant and abrupt conclusions, the undersigned case officer met with
T - Abramtenik alone, These pre-conference discussions wers most satisfactory
and afforded the undersigned an opportmity to regalin some of the rapport
which had been lost with the suspansicn of joint BNR/CTA operatiopal activi-
ties in 1954, It mast be noted that Abremtchik gppeared 1o be completely
in a fergiving mood and the discussims of former AEQUOR operatidns were
e satisfastorily concluded. No mention was mads of ths §30,000 dus to the
R BT Bm“tmmndmmtmmmmmmsmtmdauththaunbm
CE e of AEQOR team 2.

c. The new operational conference began in a general fashicn, :
Abremtohik attempted to bring the undersigned up-to-date on his political
activity., He told of his subssquent resppointment ss chalrman of ths .
Paris Bloc and its futile negotiations with the American Committes.
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A a matter of general interest, Abramtehik indlcated that the American Com-
mittee wes sti)) daminsted by Russian imperialistic thinking, and he was very
sceptical that the Paris Bloc would work in conjunction with the American
o?i:.-yma since the latter group still insisted on a non-predetermination
policy, ,

d. Turning to operatiomal detaile, Abreamtchik asked the case
officer vhether or not it was in his power 1o stop the immigration of an
individual whow the Byelorussisn agent immigration felt was a Soviet agent.
He was told that this activity ald not fall into the purview of the ecase -
officer. However, if he would be willing to relate the deteils, it would
be possible to tranamit them o the interested peopls. Abramtchilc began by
stating that an individugl by the neme of BILKEVICH or BELKEVICH now living
in Paris was attempting to jmmigrate to the U.5. As far as ibrantchik lnew,
this person had alresdy been granted a visa and was preparing for his trip
to the U.5. Ths derogatory information as expressed by Abramtohik is as
followss

In 1946 BELERVICH was a constant companion of a suspected HIS
sgent by the name of Alexandsr YATSEVICH, about 50 years of age, now
residing in Cleveland, (hic. YAISEVICE was born in Minsk and came
to the U.5. about 3 wonths ago. Prior to VWar IT hs had heen a .
teachsr in tho Sovist Union. Immediately upon his arrivel in the U.S,,
YATSEVICH begen a violent campaign against the existing Byelorussien
¢harch in Cleveland, Abramtchik noted that the younger alements of
this church group were planning to inflict physical punishment an
YAYTSEVICH, Abramtchik disusded this brash move, and the desire to
urt TATSEVICH manifested itself inm a socisl almmning. BELEEVICH,
according to Abramtchik, seemed t0 be under the inflnence of YATSEVICH.
Es was Jmosm to be a congtant companion of YATIEVICH while they were
in Europe, and YATSEVICH sponsored BELEEVICH!'s imzigration to the U,S.
Abramtchik suspects that BELKEVICH may have blsckmall materisl on - .
YATSEVICH since BELKEVICH was known t0 be 8 student at what Abraamtehik
termed 2 "apy sohoo}® in Austria run by the Sovists in 195,

o, Another CI possibdlity existed in Canada amang the Byelorussian
groups. There, Viadimir FIRKOVSKI, an orthodox priest from France, immigrated

“to Caneda under the ausplees of the CHMARA organisation which the Byelorussien

irodgration feels 13 a commnist front. Abramtchik noted that in 1946 and
1947 FINKOVSEI had indicatad his intentions of golng to the USSR. Howewer,
he imuigrated to Australla and becems praminent in Byelorussian politiecs in
Australia, prior to his arrival in Capada. -

3. 11 September 1955:

8. While in Munich, Abramtchik had contast with £~  —1 He
askec [~ _77 it the latter ooculd arrange for the transizr of the HNR

0 A sare holding ayea preferabiy the U,S. Thds inforwiaticn was
relayed to the undersignsd via cable. The anly stipulations set down by :
Abramtohli were that in the event of Bysloruseian indspendence these archives,
would be returnad to the legal owners since they gontained treaties, political
negotiatimes and other historicel documents from ths peried 1917 to 21.
Abramtehik inherited these files from Preosidsnt Zakharcmuk upon the
President's death in 19} in Germany, Abramtehik amyggled the more waluable

S sk--fr..r..ﬁ :

T e Py J SO



i-
I
1

. — e T

papers of ths archives among his perscmal belongings to France and kept them =

hiddem in Paris until the end of the German occupatiom. - The secand gtipulae.

b. At this point of the conference, Abramtehik asked the under-
aigned case officer for a "friend to friend" discugsion, The case officer
stated that he was honored to be so considered. Abramtchik began by asking

propossd isedgration. Abramtchik then asked whether or not the case officer

eould asaiat in the proposed imsigration, He was told to contsct &=
7] viom Abramtoblk kmows es i atthe L 7] anda
have _71 begin the action. If ix pecomes necessary to assist in the move,

wembership or not, who oonld be spotted, recruited, assessed, and placed
into nationslity groupe which would be organized undsr project AERRADY,
Basically, the plan would take these persons from their permanent geographio
locations to a previously designated site, i.e., Ft. Bragg, snd give them
a0 weeks training. Under this arrongemsnt, ii would be possibls for the
cadre grogp to be gontained as s trained unit todaulepu\%zt da gg
The two week training would be given during the normal vacetion pe an;
would provides excellent cover. The only obligation on ths part of the
cadre mepbers would be 1o write to a letter drop and spprize the case
officer of any changes in their personal status,

4., Abramitohik was asked to submit a list of persons in the
Byelorussian immigration in the U.S. whom hs folt would be an asset to
this activity. Abremtehik expressed his intense desire to foster this
activity end deewed it one of the most essentlal activities that can be
undsrtaken during the oold war phsse of world pelitics. Ha injeoted,
scmawhat bitterly, the fiasaco of earlisr attempts at the formation of a
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cadre in Germany. Hs was resssured that thsse two approsches had nothing

- they were alive they would elther have sxfiltrated or mads contact through
" ‘other means. A rother sketohy review of the W/T traffic was given to

in commor as far as organisation and disposition was concernsd. Abrumtchik
subsided in his attack and finglly dropped the subject. He agreed to fu nish
the case officer with as many nsmes as he could cbtain, He repeatedly asked
whether or not the names oould include individuals now located in Canada,
Epgland, France, Belgium, Oermany and Australia. He was told that ths

plan, as envipaged at the present time, must remain practical and it
certainly would not be practical to alert the elemsnts in foreign countriesa
in the gvent the activity is mot approved. Abramtchik began a historlcal
summary on the need for sadre groups, noting that Germany and Russis had
besn preparing such elsments prior to World War IT end wore still in the
procass of desveloping this sctivity. Fe cited the expmple of the Russian
partisan groups during World war II and ths Qarman occupation of Pards.

¢« However, he reserved any direct answer until he could speak to
Dr. Baris Ragula, his formar operations chiaf, now residing in Canada,
Abrmatchik kept insdsting that Ragula knew the location of any worthwhile
personalitiecs and their statas better than hs. Sincs the undersigned was
wont anxious to mest with Ragula, it was propoesd that teleplxme contact
ba mads with Bagula amd that be be requasted to come to Washington
inmediately for the talks. KEbramtehik expressed the fect that be was
aware that a war in the nsar future is highly improbable, ut indicated
that eadreo of approximately & battalion strength should be organized. Hs
this was impractical as was attested 3 years ago, and a
smaller group dssignsd to perform the original functions outlined in 1953 -

at 1515 hours, Ha regiatered at the Ealeigh Hotel and utilixed the double
room wvhich Abrsamtchik had been using. S

b, Prior to the actual arrival, the undersigned case of!'i.cer hagnn
to discuss the possible fate of the remaining pembers of ABQUOR Team
with Abramtchik. No mention was made of the $30,000 insuranoce nM.chImld
bs dne to the Byelorussisn National Council (mms as the legal benaficisries
under the will made out by the memders of Team 2 prior to their dispatch,
(This ammnt is now being covered under Project AEFRIMER. Abramtohik,
daring the entire oourse of the conversation, falt that the tesm is now
oither captured or dead. When asked-upon what ho based this decision, he
said that he was aoquainted perscnally with all of ite members, and if ’

Aoramtohik. }

Regarding his Chief of Operal™¥e # wla, Abremtchik -
mdicated ihat he was not satdsfied withil S 1 tion to Canada.
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' He felt that Ragula's operational talents would have best been utilized in

Efend! Sokak 1513, Pat-ih, Iztanbul, Turkey. J4coording to Abrawmtohik, this

s . infiltration, He satd that the NTS was doing some work in this field, but

.+ be done without the lmouadge of the Turks, This information was passed to
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Burope. However, he notsd that he had no cantrol over the situation and
gince Byslorussian HEDSOX cporations were at their lowsst ebb, there was
no logical reason for Bagula to remain, He feit that the only recsm
Bagula had immigrated to Canads was because of unsatisfactory case officer/
principal agent relationship. BHo hastily added that Ragula's move was
somsvhat impulsive. .

d. The conversation returned to the matier of a principal agent
to take the place of Ragula, Abramtchik stated that Ragula should remain
knowledgesbls of all activities; howewver, ths suggestion made by the ozse
afficer that a principal agent be nominated in the U.S. with whon pericdic
contact would be maintelped was accepteble to Abramtohik. His first
suggeation was &n individual named (Fou) MARLIAE. Abrantchik said that
this person was & devoted natianalist, ummarried, well-educated, and had
an inclination to want clandestine work. Hos had naver been exposed to
operations and would require ‘tnim.ng A sscond person amwed by Abramtchik
as a poasibls PA was Dr.' Stenislas ERYNKIEWICZ, now residing in Philadalphia.
According to Abramtehlk, HRTNKIEWICZ is about 4O years old and & man who had
shoun extreme courage duripg the Nazl occupation of Byelorussia, Abramtchdk
reflected that it was upon Dr. HRYNKXEWICZ's testimony before a Naxi militesy
tritxmal that he, Abramtchik, received house arrest as punishment rather than.
being exscuted. Dr. ERYNKIEWICZ had indicated that he would bs willing to
do mything in the way of alding in the struggle sgainst the Sovieta. He
told Abremtchlk that bs would be willing to accept a commission in the U.S.
Army as a Major in the Medleal Corpe if Abramtehik felt that this would ald
in thes struggle, his logioc being that he could be stationed at Walter Heed .
Hospital in Washingten, D.C. The underaigned advised agaimat such an action
since it was felt that if Dr. HRYNKIEWICZ had aiyy potentisl, his primary
duties to the Army would preclude his value to cther sctivilies which may
necossitate trevel. Abramtchik agreed and the matter was arndad.

e. In t-ha general ddscussion following the uelectim of PAls and
while awaiting the arrivil of Ragula, Abramtchik asked whether'.or not i -
wauld be pogsible for the undersigned case officer to relate to' ths |
interested sres Branch or desk the name of Sald Bey QANIL, Feyzullah

Gt nn

man 18 @ civilian end is ths grandson of the famous SAMIL who fought in
the struggle againat the Russisaps spd the Turks., He 1s a Circassian.

Said Bey has been in contact with Abramtehik through Paris Bloc activities
and indicated in & rather goneral fashion that while Abramtchik was in the
U5+, if he had any contect with the American intelligemse officlals, to
pass the word that "we could do anti-Bolshevik work." Abramtchik stated
that Said Bey said earlisr that he had been in contact with Americen Intelli-
gence in Turkey, Howsver, the pecple wure young and immature and were not
dafinite in their proposals, He stated that he had indigencus contacte
within the Caucasus and had peopls avallable in Iran and Afghanistan for
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that would ruin the potential. Said Bey further said that this work must
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f. Dr. Boris Rsgula arrived at approximately 1630 hours. The cdse
officer, at first, found him to be a falrly cpinionated person, Since his
last contact with any American Intelligence officer was rather strained, it
was anticipated that the meeting would be & continuation of the relatimmship
experienced in Munich. However, during genersl introductory discussions with
Ragula, the case officer found him to be receptive to suggestions although he
still maintained a slight air of supsriority. The case officer snd the two
principel agents went to an early dimner to insure sdaquate time to prepare
the ground work for concrete operatianal proposals upon the arrival of
DO/SB/T/I0B, During the dimper, the problems of past cperations were
: " recanted snd both parties sgreed that many mistaies had been mads. Ragula
""" © - sgain was eritical of the way he had been handled by 3 and O

~J In fact, he ptated, ths reason for his immigravaon 1o vanada rather
wan wne U,S. was prompted by this unple. &ssopiation., He indoated that
these men did not undsretand his problemd’ they told him thay were merely
acting upan the orders of Headquarters, BRagula's attitude was sumewhat
tempered when be wus told that the undersigued case officer was the Hsad-
tuarters man of vhonm he had been so oritical, It was explained to Ragula
that the lnsecure method of ssseasment, recruiting, and gemeral *aloppy®

thiee or four weeks. This meeting lasted uztil 2330 hours and resul ted
the following: :

(1) The BER representatives agreed to engage in clsndesting Wi
wark subjest to restrictions. Howsver, imowledge of any REDSOX.
- aotivity would be limited to Alowmmichik, BEagula, and possibly the
principal agent nowinated in the U.8. for amtaot with the case
. officer. Dr, Vitaut ITMASH, with whom the undsreignad had been in.

sincs Abrmmtchik personally felt that this man would oot have the
capabilitios or interest in the intelligence-gathsring activity.

(2) The BNR organization presidsnt and Ragula would lock
over the cadre potential for hot war activities in the U.5. and
abroed. Abramtohdk felt. that once this aotivity begen md the
younger slement involved in the hot war cadre was psychologically
motivated, there existed an excellent opportunity of locating an
action type oandidate from among these slementa for work now.

3.
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(3) Regarding the matter of Phs, it bad been originally
suggested that only one such individual be named in the U.S.-
However, Abrumtchik felt that this activity could be expamded to
include England, France, Belgium, Argentina, and Australia. These
men wouldinot recéive any remuneration frun the U.5. except, possibly,
trml eaq)amos.

{4) Upon the suggestion from the u.ndsrsignad, Abramtchik
may rominate a secretary who would act as a spotter after hours.

© "This secretary would have natural cover. "As a secretary, he would b
_ba able to travel with Abramtchik, exscute secretarial responsibilities -

and maintain a 1ist of potentlal osndidates. Abramtchik indicated

.that he mat think this over since it wus fairly commen Imowledge

that his fininces wore extremely limited and that he could not afford
8 private sacretary. .Therefors, he contimed, it would be advisable,
in his opinion, to maintain several unpaid spotters in the countries
montioned previonsly. - However, asong the persons he has indicated he
would consider for the secretu'hl position wes an individual named '
Theodore CMAFIEJUE, a' graduste of Louvain Undversity in Balgims and
now resgiding In Cilifornia. &mnpa.dnataotﬂemnl)fﬂmrs

School in Mmich aum World War II.

(s) Egard:l.ng Australia and Lrgent.i.nn, ibrantehik stated he

‘_"mxlhd.oallinhiapwertoaecmhta ths names of potential candidates
in thoge ureas. He beld that Argentina holds mch promise becsuss those

Byslorussian exigres who have settled in that country have not assimilated
into the sconomic or the culture of Argentina., 4s far as Australia is
Abrautehik hald high hopes for this area noting that the

“. concerned,’

- fineat of the Byelorussisn intellectual emlgres were now located in
- ‘mastralia and as their irgentinian counterparts were having a hard
-ti.mblmdingi.ntothemtra]_anworli.fa.

{6). Abrantohik originelly intended to. retu.ru to Parls by

ths niddte of October. However, 1t was quite cbviocus that the prospect
" of ar organtzatioml tidp to Argentins intrigued him, Proupted by the .
_case officer, Mr. Abrantchik sald be would apply to the American Gumit.te_e

for financial agslstance to make the Argentinian trip. His reasce for
the trip would be ogtensibly to attempt to neutralisze the extensive
"Hetarn to the Homeland® propagsnda of the Mikhailov Committee.

(Mote: Following this discussion, the president of BNR contaoted the

- Amarican Committes and ocutlined his proposal. This was tentatively

agreed to by the American Committee, and Migs Jill Holten of the YO/S
office called up ths mderu:lgned cage officer to inform him of the

.- Abremtchik move, ask! . whether or not we were aware of the aotion.)

© At the present tims,® H:ramtch.ik is in Canada for a minor operation
‘under the modical care of Dr. Ragula. Abramtchik pade ane intaresting
_observation which merits a notation at this time. He -felt thsi those
“perscus returning to Byeloruseis from the Argentine held tremendous -

promise a3 poteptial internal cantacts. When askad for the reagon
behind the statement, Abramtchik said that once they hed returned to
the Soviet Union and had experienced the conditions he would deseribe to

them on his trip, patriotism and discontent will increase.
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(7) Regarding a trip to Australis, Ahrmtchikqanott-oo

undertake the jourmey st this time. He said, howeier, that he -
_ would obtain the informstion to pass on t¢ any representative whom wo mey
.. gend to zad.lut.ate repport with Byelorussisn contacts i.nmtn].h.

S. The naxt contest ulth Axremtohik Was set for the middls of Dotcber

and i all probsbility will be held in Detroit. The mmdersigned will be
cantactad byteluphme and the final urrmgmta of time, date, and pl.noo




