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Reparted Poor Health of Chancellor Adenauer

SUB JECT:
1. According to iﬁfomationw criginating in the office of
T ~_d, the declining state of health of Chancellor Adenauer

is causing grave concern among his close assoclates. There is speculation
that Adenauer may have to give wp his office within six monmths.

6 In Rohr circles, Hermamn J. Ats, one of West Germany's leading
'-ba.nk:ers and intmational financiers, is beix‘:g considered as a likely
m;to take over an important position in the West German govermment.

" Abs will have the stmng backing of West Cerman financiers and industrialists.
3. British circles consider Fritz Sch{'w‘fer; Minister of Finance,

as a possible successoar to A2anaver. However, Ruhr financiers oppose

. Sch%l}‘fer because of his proposed tax program.
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1\ According to information reportedly originating in the office of [
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2. British circles consider Fritz haeffer, Mx_otﬁnamﬁ,’faa a possible
successor to Adenauer. However,'Ruhr financiers oppose .Schaeffer bacause

of his proposed tax pro .
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3. In Ruhr circles, Hermamm J.\Abs, one of West Germany's leading bankers ani
international financiers, id being considered as a likely candidate to ta%e
over- a& important position i the West German government. Abs will have '
the strong backing of West German financisrs and industrialists.
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