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SUBJECT: Reported Poor Health of Chaneollor Adenauer

According to information

1; the declining

is causing grave concern =Ong his

ariginating in the office of

state of health of Chancellor Adenauer

close associates. There is speculation'

that Adenauer may have to give up his office within six months.

In Ruhr circles, Hermann J. Abe, one of West Germany's leading

bankers and international financiers, is being considered as a likely
Cso*Olidat
peseilay to take aver an important position in the West German government.

Abs will have the strong backing of West German financiers and industrialists.

at British circles consider Fritz SchiFfer, Minister of Finance,.

as a possible successor to Adanauer. However, Ruhr financiers oppose

Sch144ffer because of his proposed tax Program.
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DATE ACQUIRED: A. January.1955 REFERENCES:

SOURCE. SOURCE EVALUATION. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT' I:American businessman '(B). from" ' an ,
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office of r	 . Annntiaal of Content: 6.
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1. According to information reportedly originating in the office of E—

)C	 ;41
y the decli ning state of health of Chancellor Adenauer is causing

ve concern among his close associates. There is speculation that Adenauer
ma\bs'cre to give up his offict within six months.

2. British circles consider Fritz haeffer, Minister_aancef as a poss i olTte
successor to Adenauer. However, Ruhr financiers oppose Schaeffer because
of his proposed tax pro

3. In Ruhr circles, Hermann J. Abs, one of West Germany's leading bankers and
international financiers, ik being considered as a likely candidate to take
over-an important position iA the West German government. Abs will have
the strong backing of West German financiers and industrialists.

1. Jilield Comment:	 _ J itil:Conaideiedlt:-.O.::ze:.Onti:,.eit
	 . :

-C3 advisors.

EVALUATION OF SOURCE: A: Complate2y Bauble. B: Utuclly Fellable. C: Fairly Reliable. D: Not Usually Rebable. E: Not itelicio' le. (Applied to
Sources or Doubtitd licnosty or Loycky. Regard/are a Toe& COrepetance). .1: P.e/tability Cannot Sc .ludoedi (Applied to Untested or losutticiently
Testsd Sources).

APPRAISAL OF CONTENT: a-IP/I-tad by Gibs& Independent andReliable &tureen. 2: Probably True. 3: Persil* True. 4: Doubtful 5: Probably
False. 3: C.aboot be Tudetecl. Dou-u-ntan:aryt Based on an Original Document.
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