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], In formsleting ocur plans fur the exploftation of ABOGE
operaticnal potential, hesdquarters is preparing a series of three .

Situstion, This is the first of the series and is intended to review,
in s summary form, the current AECOB Emigrant Political Factions,
Part I of this series will deal vith a review of the ARCCB cperations
mrmnxﬁnmtajmmn&mmpmfwmw

2, For a mmber of years the fenwang AECGBIfuctions have been

(1) The last legal elssticn in Latvia vas held in 1933 in
ececrdance with the provieions as established by the latvian eonstitu-
tion of 1918, On Mey 15, 1934, the Latvian dietatar, Kerlis ULMANIS

all members of this govermment with the axesption of Alberts KVIESIS,

the president, and created & cabinet of his own vwhich ruled the gountyy

vithout any parlismentary body or procedure, and subsequently beeame

sn extzemely popular dictster. Although the former members of parliament
objecsted to this coup d'etat, they were unadle to voice any viewa beonuse
of existing proclemations outlawing such utterances, The above-mentioned
constitution provided thet the line of sudcession for the office of the
presidency, in oese of the pma:!.dmt'a death would be as followep

the preaident of the mrliement moakw), the vice president of

the parliament (or firet deputy er). In the electiona of 1933,
Pauls KALVINS and Bishop RANCANS were elected to these offices respec-
tively. Having served his ternm, Alberts KVIESIS, vas eliminsted fram

the dictator'e govermment and lived & seoluded life; it s believed that
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" he has sinee then dled, Psuls KALNINS has aleo died, leaving Bishop

RANGCANS the protender to the Latvian presideney.

(2) During the Russian and Germasn eccupations of Latvia, its
political 1ife was virtually at a standstill, However, after the ces-
sation of hostilities the parliamentarians began their bid for pewer
among the emigration, Although they do not seem to have an organigzed
body, most of their activity stems from Sweden where a great number of
them have settled, Bishop RANCANS, however, settled in Germany where

he, being a very able and humanitarian person, attempted te unite all

factions and therelby became the head of the Latvian Central Counecil
(Latvijas Centrala Padome), Due to the faet that the parlismentarians
consist of a very small mimertty, the Bishop met a great amount of eppo-
sition and has also ereated some animosity among many lLatvian leaders,

(3) The radical parliamentarian is Bruno KAININS at present
head of the Swedish Secialists, In pre-war Latvia, EALNINS had been
elacted as a representative of the Social Democrats, was the founder and
head of the SSS (Stardnieku Sports un Sarge) (Werkers Spert and Protester),
and was suspected of pro-Cammunist activities, In 1934 ULMANIS outlawed
the SSS and all its leaders, As a result EKALNINS wes ferced to flee
Latvia, When the Russian forces occupied Latvia, Kalnins returned as
the Pelitical Advisor (Politruk) of the Latvian army (Territerisl Corps).

) (4) Becsuse of this assigmment KALNINS is shunned and disliked
by the majority of Latvians, both in and out of the hmmeland, In crder
to dispell this dislike as well as to discredlt his major opponents,
KALNINS has engaged in vicicus public attacks ageinst the last regime and
its major leaders, Same of these attacks have been manifested in the
Latvian newspupme "Latvijas Zinas" (Latvian News) published in Sweden
by Janis GRINS who is under KALNINS' dominstion as it was EALNINS who
procured him his present position in the Swedish govermment and who by
the same token tam cause his discharge, Although the number of KALNINS
folleovers and supporters is small, it is still a significant group as it
uses all memmEs: - fair or feul - in its attempt to diseredit the opposition,

' - (1) 1In reality there is nossuch organization in existence, It

may rather be termed as a movement by the migeaity of Latviens who point

cqut that the UIMANIS regime was the most productive in the histery of :
Latvia, a regime which saved Latvia fram financial bankruptey and pelitical
chaos, There is no true and real leader of this movement, although a mmmiber
of important Latvians are followers thereof, In disputes between the S
Parliementarians and the Ulmanists, the latter are quick te point out that
even the Parliamentarisns themselves have openly admitted that the Ulmanis
regime had accamplished Just what it set out to do, ije,, create a better:
Latvia, '

(2) A number of prominent Latvians are supperters of the former
Ulnanis regime, the most important ome being Janis CELMS who eoculd even be
considered as the unofficial head of the Ulmanis movement, CELMS has been
very active in the refugee (DP) circles, having been one of the founders of
the Latvian Central Council, serving on the executive body of that council,
the Latvian Centrsl Committee, and having been one of the founders of the
Latvian Netional Council, the orgenization he hoped would eventually become
the Latvian govermment-in-exile, : ui
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(1) rhu ergmzatm vas fmed in 19&6 for the purpose of
assisting needy Letvians leglannaires (Members of the 15th and 19th
Latvian Waffend SS Divisiens) gmd ‘their families. Its actual les.der
is the former Latvian Cel, JANUMS,.at present residing in Germany,
extuemely -able, en«rgntie, and outspoken man, His daring World War II
exploits have endeared him t¢ many Latvians, espeeially former legiem-
naires, (JANUMS, ss Regimental Commander, had led his regiment out of
22 encirclemente by the Russian farces,

(2) The DV at present has repreasentatives in all countries where
Latvians are residing, These representatives are basically concerned with
the collection of donations for the above-mentiecned charity purpeses,
In several countries this ezrganiaatien is also known as the Daugavas
Vanagu Fonds or simply Femds,

(3) For the past two years, John A. VALDMANIS, financial
advisor to the Cansdisn government, has attempted and been successfiul in
werming inte the DV, At the present time he ie the Cansdian representative,
However, he has repeatedly attempted to assume the entire leadership of
the DV, yet has only managed to became the unrecognized leader of the
Western Hemisphere DV, VALDMANIS is described as a restless individual,
given to entangling and intriguing activities. His chie® desire - due to

~the fact that he cannot enter the US because of suspected Camunist

activities, although & substantial amount of pressure has been exerted
upon the State Department ly many influentiel Americens - is to eenter
the Latvian emigre activities in Canadas and te become the leading spirit
and influence of suech setivities, .

(4) An extremely mmpepular group in the DV is a group of former.
members of the "Perkenkrusts® (Swastika League). Up to 1934 this group -
was an overt Nazi organimtiaa in Latvia, consisted of appreximately 3000
members, and had the same ideology and political alms and ambitions as those
of the NSDAP, yet was not an affiliated organization thereof, The leader
of this group, Gustavs CELMINS; at present in the ©S and against wham
deportatian proceedings are being formulsted, was forced to flee Latvie in
1934 beeswse of ULMANIS! persecution of all fascists, CEIMINS returned to
Latvia in 1941 and assisted the ocoupying Germans in establishing their
Sicherheitsdienst (SD) office in Riga, Under the able leadership of Dr.
LANGE, chief of the SD, GELMINS installed a great number of his former
*Perkonkrusts® members in the ‘$RB; However, in the latter part of 1941,

- he lost his influence and good will of the German autherities and was

displeced by a former Latvien corporal ABAJS, whe was given the rank of
Major of the S5 and installed as Latvian chief of that organization, ARAJS
has been tried and sentenced as a war eriminal and is at present residing
somewhere in the US Zone of Germany Subsequent to his removal from. the
SD, CEIMINSiand all his followers were installed in the Bemtral SP records
office in Riga (Zentralkartei). Next to Bruno EALNINS the two most hated
men among lLatvian patriets are ARAJS and CELMIKS,
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(1) This erganizatien vas begnn in 1946 in Gm for the purpose
of aiding the displaced persons, This organization 1s not te be confused
with the Latvian Central Gounecil (Latvigss Centrala Padame), which is a
national rather than a displaced persens arganization, The Latvisn Peoples
Central Counell eonsists of approximately 30 elected representatives, each
of whieh represent from two to four thousand Latvian DP's, The executive
body of this council is known as the Latvian Central Committee, The head
of the Latvian Peoples Central Council is Haralds KLARKS and the head of the
latvian Central Committee is Janis GEI.MS

(2) CEIMS is the most active and most popular of sll 1eading .
personalities in either the Latvlian Peoples Central Cammittee or its exeeutive
body, having risen from the ranks and having held a non—political, very
productive job in pre-war Latvia,

e. The t 'an ational Council

(1) This organization which was created in Germany subsequent
to cessation of hostilities and whose predecessor was the Latvian Central
Counecil which originated in Latvia in 1943 and which later was incorporated
into the Latvian National Council, was created for the purpose of uniting
all existing Latvian political factions and organizations, Dus to the fact
that this council was headed by Bishop RANCANS and included the unpopular
parliamentarians of which Bruno KALNINS is a member, the council never
achieved its aim of uniting the Latvian people.

(2) It is significant to note that an attempt to unite such -
mgjor groups as the Latvian churches, the Latvian press, the Union of
Former State Employees, the Latvian Peoples National Council, the veterans

- organization Daugaves Venagi, the Association of Latvian Students, and

the Latvian Red Cross has been made, The lack of success stems from the fact
that most of these groups are remnants of the ULMANIS regime and as such

ere opposed to the parliamentarians whose rcpresentative was the lesder

and chief organizer of this council and who hoped that the council would
serve to reestablish the old Latvian parliamentarian govermment,

. The American Latvian Asgociation (Amerikes Latviesu Apvieniba)

Heving been formed in the latter part of 1950, this organization

chose as its head an old Latvian immigrant, Professor Peter LEJINS, at

present on the staff of the University of Maryland, The aims of this

, organization seem to be more soclal than political, even though this eppears

to be an attempt to units all Latvians in the USA regardless of their
political affiliation., At present the ALA jas created an Informetion
Center ‘through which it endeavers to:propound its aims and thereby enlist
a greaster number of Latvians in Amerioa, The chief of this informathes

center is Alfreds BERZINS, former Latvian Minister of Public Affairs,

i
4

(1) This Information Center is not to be confused with the

Information Center of the ALA, although both have the same person as the heug
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(2) In April 1951 Aifreds BERZINS took it npm himself for ne
spparent persenal er political gain to organize a Latvien Information Center
in Few York City., This Center aimz to colleot information regarding the
latvian homeland by eny overt and legel means at its dispeosal, Such meens
would inelude publications fram Latvia, personal letters, broadcasts, personal
observations of recent refugees, The Center hopes to exist fram voluntary
contributions, the sale of a bulletin wherein this above-menticmed information
will be published, and fram voluntary services of interested individuals.

The Center mtsnds to adopt non-political linea.

3, With the mdvent of the Displaced Pereons Act of 1948 as amended, the
Latvian refugee groups were obliged to view the Latvian refugee problem fram
& world point of view rather than fram a local Germen and Swedish point of
view ag has been the ease prior to that time, Since the beginning of the DP
Act, the majority of latvians have left Germany and emigrated to the US;
many others have also emlgrated to other countrles, As g result the follewing
categories of Latvians are now remaining in Germany and Austria:

a. Those .undesifqble because of old age and/or physicg handioaps.‘
b, Those rejected for security and/or moral turpitudé ~;\c‘eea.:zcongia‘,-

c. Those not eligible to qualify under immigration schemes.

d. Those not desiring to leave Gerﬁuany or -znatria.

It is enticipated that those not within the above-mentioned categories
who have not as yet left Germany or Austria, will do so before the end of 1951,

4. The resulting political vacuum in Germany has already and will in
the future cause a grest desal of anxiety to the remaining Latvians, It
could be presumed that some political organization will manifest itself
there and seek recognition by occupyling powers, It would be advisable to
be very cautious when dealing with a new political organization, lest we
endanger our position with the established groups, There are at present
two major Latvian political figures still in Germanys Vilis JANUMS,
former Latvian Colonel and present leader of the DV, and Janis CEIMS, the
head of the Latvian Centrsl Coammittee, It 1s doubtful that the former

31 ever gain admission to the US as he has held the rank of Colonel in

the Latvian Legion (1$th Volunteer Waffen SS Division) and because of

this is termed as a collaborator, The latter, however, will probably

be admitted as his was simply a case of being "smeared" by the aforementioned
Swedish newspaper; as far as is lmown the allegations against CELMS to

the effect that he is of pro-Commnist lsadings have been cleared,

5. Realizing that support of one or more of the western powers would
not only furnish them the necess&ty prestige, but also aid them in reestab-
lishing the former perlismentary type of government if and when Latvia is
again free, the leading parlismentarians began to approach the western powers
as early as 1946, These approaches consisted of proposals to send various
people to Latvia and establish contacts with underground members, Many of
these proposals were and still are ruses to gain western sympathy, as contact .
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brosdcasts and parsenal lettors from Latvia,

6. Any ccmments whieh the fleld may choose to make on the above
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