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SR/2-B-61-401

21 September 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, DDP/PG

SUBJECT : Renewal of Projects AEPOLE, AEFIAG and AEBASIN

1. Projects AEPOLE, AEFIAG and AEBASIN, which cover unified CA
activities directed into Lithuenia, Latvia and Estonia, are submitted
herewith for renewal for the period 1 July 1961 to 30 June 1962.

2. A strong interrelationship exists among the three projects
in their specific objectives, their scope and the specific nature of
the activity conducted under them. In effect, they comprise a single
Baltic CA program of increasing significance; they are, however,
submitted as separate projects for ease of handling from the
administrative point of view. '

3. Since early 1960, when legal travel from the free world to
the Baltic States became possible, there has been an increase in the
attention paid the unique position of these countries by the free
world press. The public observance in 1960 of the Twentieth Anniversary
of the Baltic takeover by the USSR also helped to attract the attention
and sympathy of the free world toward the Baltic cause. More recently,
the United Nations has been the scene of speeches by free world leaders
in which the Beltic States were singled out as the prime examples of
Soviet colonialism. The USSR seems to have displayed an unusual
. sensitivity to this charge. In addition, SR/2 continues to receive
reports, mainly from legal travelers and recent ilmmigrants from the
Baltic States, which point up the deep-rooted anti-Soviet, anti-Communist
end even openly pro-Americen attitudes of Soviet Balts.

4. An sdditional series of constant factors serves to illustrate
that the question of the Baltic States is among those propaganda issues
on which the USSR is particularly vulnersble, and suggests the feasibility
of additional KUBARK propegands exploitation of the Baltic question:

a. The continuing non-recognition by the U.S. and other
Western countries of the Soviet incorporation of the
three states into the USSR. '
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Strong Baltic feelings of identification with
and admiration for Western cultural institutions,
coupled with an aversion toward enforced Russi-:
fication of their homelands.

The nature of the Baltic emigration in the free
world. Numerically large and maintaining close
contacts with the respective homelands, the free
world Balts maintein a free Baltic culture. Their
press 1s effective, and they continue to maintain
their identities as distinct communities. Moreover,
many of the senior emigre orgenizations and leaders,
with whom SR/2 undertakes large portions of its CA

- program, have come to realize, largely through SR/2

efforts, the advantages of a united Baltic approach
to a common problem, and are abandoning individual
national attempts to make the Baltic cause felt,
The creation and maintenance of & united Baltic
approach ‘to propaganda activities is a continuing
objective of projects AEPOLE, AEFIAG and AEBASIN.

'Some of the benefits of this cooperation are alreedy

being realized. The united approach is also being
applied to the Baltic radio broadcasts which sn/a
supports in Madrid and Rome.

The prospects for legal travel from the free world to
the Baltic area have continued. to improve. Just as
important, the Soviet Government is permitting more
and more Balts to travel to the West, where they can
be more easily contacted. These conditions are
expected to continue unless there is a worsening of
relations as & result of the Berlin crisis.

Recent reports from the Baltic area that certain
staple foods are being hoarded, that deportations

of enti-Soviet elements in sizeble numbers is feared,
and that the military conscription program is being
stepped-up, all indicate the propitiousness of the
present moment, and probably the foreseeable future,
for an increase in the propaganda effort directed
toward the Baltic area.
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f. It is increasingly evident that unhindered Soviet
propagenda over the years may produce an apathy,
particularly among the younger generetion of Balts,
toward conditions of Baltic life under the Soviet
system. This makes even more imperative an increased
effort to let the captive Balts know that they have
not been forgotten by the West or the free world Balts.
They must be told how the free world regards their
plight, and how the United States stands in regard
t0 not only the Baltic question but on every other
issue of international significance. Their desire
for independence from the USSR, their feelings of
nationalism and their pride in their rich heritage
must be kept alive.

5. Recognizing, from a CA-propaganda viewpoint, the validity of
the Baltic issue and the potentisl benefits possible from its exploitetion,

SR/2/Baltic's unified CA program, in the three attached projects, will
exploit that issue as fully as possible under our present circumstances.

r
L

~~Lrief, SR Division
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AW/SB and mm/ 36 vere briefed before participsting
in & general meeting in Washington of the Lithuanian
enigretion. The issue of Soviet eemmm was given
spocial attention at the meeting. The same two asgets,
as vell as AEPOLR/ ¢ W to the partici-
paticn of their ormutim in & coondinated Baltde

- propagenda progrem.

mumw:meawmmunmmw
stidents and Afro<Asians studying in the U.8. vere

mmmmwmaammwﬁ who
mmmmmawemmmm

mmaw&umummwamm ‘
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B/2% began publication of & Spenish-langusge ELSA
(uw-.n felegraph Aganoy News) Bulletin, and spproval

vas given in principle to etert pablishing & Fortugese-

langusge ELDA.
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Mateon,

. ¥here is no luiscm with other aowmnenu, intelligence services
or Ww services.
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$here is no relationship with other U.8. Govermmt sgencies.

(1)

BR/3/Baltia efforts to mm the quality of Bsdio Madrid's
Iithuanisn-language broadessts in relation to CHYOKE
propagands objectives will continue, specifically through

& grenter degree of cooperation by Radio Madrid Mthumm
personnel with their Estonian and Latvien counterparts, end
through & new series of specific propagands directives

prepaved by [ 1 under the direction of gp/a/Baitic.
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{2) Uttlizetion of the theme of Boviet colenislisn in the
Baltie States will eontinue o4 s prime mt&vﬂy under
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$ 9,600.00
2,000.00
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