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SECRET

U.S.S.R, (WeStern UKRAINE)

K

Repercussions and reactighs in the Western UKRAINE to th§ main
developments in the U.5.5,R, during late 1952 and 1953

Note: Thfs information celates malnly to the
rural stricts on the Ukrainian-Polish
frontder area west of LVOV.

Mmmanne - S s o,

/5( /em er .
}e%—é;p%. 1952: Beginning of the new School Year - Enforoement of Universal
geven-ysar education. T
2 i -

In the country districts the four-year course of primery edvcation
had’'been general, Even before 13# Septemberg 1952, however, efforts were l
being made to provide eXtended lacilities, Both the parents and the ohildran‘ é?“’
were anxious to improve education, and many children walked considerable
distances to attend seven-year schools voluntarily after completing the
compulsory four-vear course in thair own villags,

+~6ﬂ3-~—After September 1952 more strenuous efforts were indeed mads %o establish
seven-year schocls in all villages, In general these mesasures were svocessful.

Some of the larger committees have gone beyond the obligatory provisioans and [§g53
made some degree of secondary education available; their object is to achieve s
e ten.year course by successive stages, Thus eight-year and iiinse-year schools

may be found in some locelities in additicn to those where full secondary

courses have been officially instituted.

4—6X<r-—Primary eduzation tﬁ::.)up to the seventh class#ais free, Thereaftsr
5 pupil either continues to recsive general educational instruction in eddition

to technical training at a factovy school or proceeds to a secondary school.
In the first case fsl educatiolAree of charge but the worker-pupil

also receives clothing, board and lodging gretis. Secondcry edusation, [§f51
buwavur, hes te bo paid for at the rats »f 10f 122“55&9£gs per year, ''his

presents no obstecle to the children of the betber—esf members of the Party,
adg%g;strative.and military hiserarchies, The children of the working class
andapeasantry, on the other hand, can avail themsselves of higher education
only if they gain a state scholarship, These sgholarshi e, worth

250 rxubles monthly. Eggyg is fiorgs competititngland some imes mere—than over
half of the children win awards. '

Theft end Embezzlement

/

.(§;s--During the laiter months of 1952 there were many official reports of
convictions for theft of public property, embezzle..ent of furds, and cu;&;ygy

speculation. Crimes of this kind are not uncommon in the Western Prelzcaling,
Parily becausse it Jdoes not regard such offences against the Soviet regime ac

rorally reprehensible and partly becauseé the situation can be exploited'tc its

own advantags, the resistance orgenif§ation often collaborates with officials

whose dsfalcations may be in dange:r of deteotion,

the rosistance movement may have misapplied officlal funds or goods, He

appeals to the organifation for heln and gives information when particularly o
desirable wares are in stock. A raid then takes place and the customary 7%
recoipt left by the partisans covers the manager's misappropriations. The gt \
proceeds of the raid ars applied to the support of the organiéation and \
partly distributasd to the dependents of insurgents who have been ki fled in e

action
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(j;-mv«Anti-semitismvis endemic in the Western Uﬁ#ﬂ?ﬁﬁ'although Jews are :

numerous only in LXQY and are seldom to be met at all outside the chief town jaygé
\?f a cougtry region. The law against raocial incitement had hitherto been 'E§3f25;4 T
very strictly enforced by the Suviet authorities end it was @ punishablo k

ffence to use the term "Jew" instead of the official ttedV" "
/_ Rewoved froa Projeq LA 3 ially permi te%; Hebrew",
| /70 ? ‘f"
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/0 GF— ~ - : , e ,
e wildest rumoprsacirculated among ths population: 8 Jews were poisoning »kaJ
the meat supply; Jewish hairdressers were applying to their customers toiles /*A%vﬁww
preparations infected with skir diseasses. Only recollections of the
penalties inflicted for attacks upon Jews restrained the populacse from
physical assaults upon Jews and Jewish property. The resistance movement
tried to counter these effects by explaining that not the Jews but the
Russians and the Communist Party were the cause of Ukrainian troubles.
: . ’
/7. GI:;*—-When the "Doctors" were released the official anti;izxésh propaganda ﬂrgﬁﬁwﬂ
ceased abruptly. The word "Jew" continued to be used and the ordinary
people went on talking about the "Jews", No apparent attempt was made by
the authorities to revert to enforcement of the ban upon the word "Jew".

22wk (Feb? 1953: Elections for Local Soviets in the UKAKINE

= .

Y2 @p&</ Tn earlier years the resistance movement had made elections the
oncasion for propeganda successfully arging the people not to vote or else
to spoil their papers. By 1953 it hed become clear that these efforts werse
futils: the election results still appeared in the order of 99,7%,) and the
local inhebitants were opposed to retaliation, Moreover, the procedure
in the voting booths mede it well-nigh impossible to spoil the ballot rorma
vtithout detecticen, The farce is sometimes carried to absurd lengths such
as taking the vuting peper to sick elcotors who are unable to attend ot the
tooth and allowing them %o place the form in the urn at their own bedside,

186 - 5oy, 1958: Illness and Death of STALIN

— ;.
1. <— At the time of STXEIN“S illness and death no special security measures
ezainsy panic or disorder were apparent in the area, There was in fect
J9ither panic nor disorder amongaf the population. The nationally-minded
Ukrainiar elesments of the people wsre glad that one of their "Russian
Solshovik opprossors" hed passed on. On the cther hand they did not expvot
any improvement in conditions to follow; S%KBIN would simply be succoeded by
another "tyrant", The possibility of revolution or of far-reaching changes
in the regime, which had been the subject of spsoulation in ‘iestern radin
commsntaries, was regarded as a fantasy on the part of, people who kgggﬂlittle

of;ﬁbe_éfﬁernal situation, Busts and pictures of @Z@%@N remained &2 thei®
§<evstorod plaoes, S

~

Gﬁb(igrg 16563: Merging of the Ministries of State Security and Internal Affairs

@Zﬁﬁg;w—Immediately before STALIN's death the MVD and the MGB had headquarters
offices only in the chief town of a region, These offices were in separate dea
buildings bearing the signs "Go-MVD" and "Go-MGB". The MVD controlled the ,&%&B
ordinary police and had in each village as a rule a single policeman #ho

was aided by e—mmmEer L3 ¥ (7¥ o locally-recruited auxiliaries. The NGB by

contrast was responsible for political surveillence and seourity and was not

openly represonted in the villages but, apart from its secret members and

agents, held its ferv®s foperational groups¥ in the chief %town and deployed

them elsewhsre in the region as required,




w.(—--«’[‘hp declaration of an ammesty for certain classes of Driso%:és

was on the whole wgrmly welcomed by the neovle of the “‘estern U

The psople recocrnlged a distinclion between genuine criminals who had /,9 ,,&p,»/
been convicted of offences against the persons ox property of nrivate

citizens and those who hzd been imprisoned for crimes under Soviet law

vhich the ordinary peonle did not regard as rewrehensible. Tt was the

prosnect of thre release of the second category wl.ich gave satisfaction.

@é—««l’«‘alrly large numbers of former nrisoners then resppeared in

the area, although the figures cannot be estimated. ,. There was certainly
much tallk of returned »riscners in all Jdaistricts. N a;e of a wmurely
political offender or of r~nyone revatriated from i }’fﬁg} Aﬂ" came to notice,

- Lo i D e

{:@Véw ne iastance, f—}:em—aea-senal——-lmwledae was of a man waose field had
been incorporated 1n‘&a collective farm.  He hésmedf had not Joined the
collective, e took a smail stack of hay from his own ficld and was
arrested for thoft of collective farm “Hroperty. kthls was in 1949 when =~
agricultural collectivifation was being 1ntrod{.1ced in the Yestern Wﬂ\l’ﬁ‘}"
The sentence was ‘bor* c) iimpis The man was qent to a laholr
canr near MUK — i %, Where he was employed as

a joiner, His wife made many appeals on behalf of her husbaad and spent
a great deal of money in bribes vithout successu‘

S e

CUnder the ames tv this men re urned to his v111age. He received
normal civilian documents and took up employment in the kolkhoz. He

s left urmolested and was still free in August 1953, According to his
account the mojority of the prisoners a. the same camp had been discharged

in groups. He assumed that the minority left behind had been serving
long terms of irmrisonment.

@ &~ The amesty was followed by outbreals of violent crimes. People

A6

<

were held up and robbed in the streets in broad dayliight. A train
was stopped by a gang necar YWQ/M’ and the pasu..gers robbed. As the
wave subsided after a time it may/be that the assailants had been rounded

u 'md returned to prison. (W HF-5€,E 23 -23)
@a < U)> to August 1953 nothing had come of the promise to revise the ‘,{:;/

penal code. If anythlng, sucit offences as thefts of hay were more strictly
dealt with, but no snecilic instances can be quoted.

les April 1953: Annual Price Reductions

0 é‘v It can be taken that the reductions announced were in fact

im;;lemen ted in the local shops. As a result of the successive lowering

of prices the cost of food and other neccssary goods has been greatly &A’Jj
reduced. At the same time supplies have increased; in 1953, if one had

the money, it was po.ssible to buy all th m{z_t es of life and at lcast

t"xe most common 1 ;es AEven before “‘l @x}’ layiTlour was in good sunply
"_frhe Jestern U

21?.4\.,\ The quality of the goods, however, was vastly inferior to that of

similar articles in ‘‘estern EYROP Good cloth, for exammwle, was an

extreme rarity. hen any did awmpear in the shovs, large queues formed IC/J
and the small amount available was quickly sold. As a rule such materials

could be obtained only on the black market at prices well beyond the reach
of ordinary people.

/220 0inaenss
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(22.k In spite of the price reductions, incomes were still ton low %o
enable workers and peasants to take advantage of the wvariety of goouds
available, Ordinary vpeople in the country districts could not afford
luxuries. In a typical village in the area no-one 6{o“ould yet buy the
cheapest wireless set costing about 300 rodbles, The most prosperous
among the ordinary nm\ulatlo"l are still much worse of'f t}'xan the poorest
in dIg\ixYD or oven than they themselves were in 1938,07
% iowen--thet the supply of consumer goods to

the . estern U’,‘»@dp(j?f? may have been designed to win over t‘wc
local pooulation and may not be typical of other parts
the USSR,

(_% By August 1953 no change in the activities and methods of the
police and security orgens had becoms noticeable locally. The inteirval
was too short for rcmort' to filter through from 81l districts, and no
arrest in vihiich torture might havce been used had come to attention.
ilembers of tne resistence and their sjrm_mt_..l,%ers were scentical of any
change for the better in this field.

27th May 1S53: Remorted Zxecution of _fm‘i*/.l\merioan Apeni:s dromped_in UKRATNE

e

2h. No news of the case roa_hf‘d the neonle indemendently o1t official Mj
Soviet sources at the time, .- The announcement aroused a cood deal of
interest, but as the namecs.- siere not Ukrainian the people were less
concerncd thian if the agen‘b~ had been "ourc". There wags some sympa.thy
\utz the unfurtunate men and the »fficial stirmatisation of the agents
s "American sp].@s/mado little 1mpre331on.

]?ﬁ Ju_n(_*_ 21953, *)utnr'bances in CZECHOSILOVAKIA after the Currency Reform
|79 June 1957: Disturbanccs in Eas’ern GERANY

?3’ 5)@'"‘\ So far as is known, no independent news of the nature or scale of

theze evenis reached the ‘‘estern UM. The official Soviet announce-
ments becanse knovm and were talked about, The mere fact of' some
resistance in satellite territvorier was encouraging, but the people had
ns reason to believe that the disorders were extenslive.

@ Jé—MDurJ.ng ¥%e swmer o 1953 leaflets printed as Czech currency on

cur side and cuntaining propaganda calling for sabotage on the other were

&,’*Elgz “ /f%-fmders-—'svonoﬁed ~that- mw a(»zf
PR kN Tre call for scbotage seemed unrealistic. g

25% June 1953: The New State Loan

ﬁ“" ™ The announced reducticn in the new State loan was received with
rellcf As the terms were not to be implemented until August, however,
the effect in practice had not been =*'p9rlenced. Under the previous
terms a village of some 150 familics had to raise 30-L0,000 rO)\’bles.
“lembers of the families in emnloyment contributed one month's pay deducted
by instalments throughout the year at their nlace of employment, The
share of the others was collected at home. Small prizes werc sometimes




not recognide any differences between EERTA and hisg colleagues at the head
of Party and Government in respect ef, for example,®their policies towerds
the aational republics, No c.lteratlons in nolwcws or personnel were
observed locally beiween the date of Si(ﬁ/zﬁf/’s death and the arrest of
TREL or after the arrest which might be interpreted as showing a more
“or less liberal attitude towards Ukrainian nationalism than had been true
under aZ,({(Lﬁ’f The majority ofﬂf‘/es’oonsz.’ble po3ts in the - 'estern DXI(KIN“
had already tended to be held by Russians {be—srFemser—exterty oinfiastern
Ukrainians before Marsh 1953, Although changes in mersonnel were always
taking place, therec was no ncticeable trend towards the replacement of
Russians by Eestern Urainians or of Eastern Ukrainians by Western
Ukrainians. - There was no relaxation in the ban unon the teaching of

truly national concepticns of Ukrainian history and culture during these
periods.

.-
ih [N
[ #

_Note: Any distinction Letween Soviet leaders comes hard to the
informant; as ”T;Iusoovites“ and ’Bclshev:Lst" they form an - .~
undifferentiated groun of "onpressors’. At most, BERTACV/-C
.. Was regarded as oae cu tne vorst o; a bad 1o‘b ’
30, ~— Mo change in the relations between the VD and +he Army waz noticed
eisher, Hinor clashes between the rank and file of these organig.tions EJ/L

were not uncoumion, In 1950 there was 2 ca §% of" the arrest by the MWD of
a soldier in the ne;;xh‘feeunheed‘ of C Z%LA e soldier's comrades were

bent upon revenge with the use of their rifles, but werc restrained by

their superiors. There had been no local indication by August 1953 that
the Army had established any supremacy over the 1ND,

32(@7‘@5 Sentember 1.953: KZ{E{SQC"IF/\?”S Disclosures on Livestock

Q}%—W‘ Stock-raising is not an important element in the agrlculture of
the districts reported upon. It was mainly hors=s who suffered from the
severs weathor and the seriouas shortage of fe ec{!\-wg The situation pz,a

was aggravated by the lack of personal interest on the part of the ’ag;;ifﬁr
collec: "lVlé’ed peasants. Many horses did perish during the winter of

19 %—"3 122]/_ ulai;colleative farm near a v:l.]_lagrr= in the nedrbbour-
o SAJWA \?—}S ,r en horses out of a total of sixty died. ’Em:@ughm« e
{‘,./t.m progress of mechanifation, however, this is less serious than it would
{ have been in carlier years.

oGt

g

\é:;- An illustration of the preponderance of privately owned animals E/_,j
can be taken Zrom the same village. There are about 120 households,

X @ ANY
each of which ovnis one cow. The collective farm, on thz other hand, ,3/
possesszs only abhout forty cows,

Noteirwrro—informant-had-tefs—~the—disbrict: bythemhoﬁ_.i&uqueda




concregatlons conform publicly Whlled'mk}.:.nﬁ% %J thf'uls to

their religicn in privats, Some of them obssrve practices rM«A(;
2t home, and it is not uncommon for workers and peasants to incur the lvé,o/
forfeiture of five days' wages or the equivalent for staying away from

work on Greek Catholic feast days., Jome of the oldeér priests also zoatinue

to practice Gresk Catholicism Most of the F9uBes igsts, hovwever, are
Orthodox clerics from the _ua";:‘c%hls in fact &eeeuaﬁg almnst allo#cht

Orthodox clergy.

confidence in their prissts. There is nothing to prevent an MVD ofticer
from being trained and installad in a church, and cases have been reported
of attempts under cover of the confessional to obfain inforration on the
location of partisans. Ivsn éwresk—oebaedss prisstsywho £ o_slted
by the MVD are distrusted on their return., .

Yy L MW A y

RS 4——@;’-One resull of the change is that congregations no loager have complets« )/M,Jj

{.«B~—ost of the people and the f‘ormer Greek Catholic prleS?SA:‘ gard the 2‘{"":‘
Orthodox Church as thﬁ’ﬁ'gg\g. 1\ covite Bolshevik State" The ,’_/" -
Patriarch of M deﬂ them, although he is revered by

the Ortnodox prissts S%Mvaeé-s—-&s»—tha%-—ef‘- the Red Banner of La‘)Qg; by vl
% the Patriarch on his 75th birthday causedparticular amusemen*'

4 -

7~< ——Thers have besen no acts of terrorism against prog/lhﬂnt advocates of

the sion of,4he, churches since the assessination of% (é Jﬁ( and
KE% (Gaftof) ADSut 1949, J‘(Inc1dentally, the case of {but not of
Fwas glve o8 °a} of publi EX in the "Eov:.et Jkrainian press¥.
/: ; % M" ‘%/ M"?W%W of%
_,»-,-/\“ Great construction Progacts T e

§ ,,/
/’7 Bi<t=There ars no schemes of this kind and scale in the aree. z«.bout 1951
o publicity was given o plans to huild a hydv-o—ulactr:.v/ power station on the B;,o_}
Liver 57 ) neay S/ﬁj\ﬁjﬁ Vl’Sbfm. Large ouant1t:e~
of maferlals wore dumped at the spot but no start had been me 573 £, the
building of the dam or power station by August 1953. At NI &9@27

‘3> .
£ LUV A cement fantory producing 1500 tons a day had been abllshed 3&"5')5

L~
'U

Catastrophes

(V/4-21,£2330)

(Z/ {6“(»— On the 7th, Nov (1947 or 1948 there was a serious explosion at an oil
well near I)ROGOBYCH Many workers employed there perished. The resulting v
fire burned for nearly a year and could be seen from a distance of 100 &m» },’ﬁcf/\
In order to stop the bwrning oil an attempt was made to place an iron oupola}"z y-l"
over the well. This failed as the cupola was blown into the air. The .
flames were finallyv overcome by dlvertlng a stream into the well, transforming , /
the area into & laks.  *The morass remalns. j

Sz

7. Q:l;.@ According to a rumour widsly circulated in the area at that time a
German enginesr had offered to stop the fire by some techniqus known to him
on condition that all German prisonsrs-of-war werz released, The Sovist
authorities were said to have refused to pay the price

Ideological Struggle against Ukrainian Natlonalism

g @f@vThe struggle against Ukrainian nationalism in literature and history

VJ&S. LA B A ]

Q’/ b o
yg/: I
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i 125;*"Nb case of a local teacher or of a local Party or administrative
official being censured for nationalism is known. Such people are in
any case quick to conform, outwardly at least. There are certainly
frequent changes in personnel but the reasons for them do not often
‘become knowmn.

G°neral attitude of the Population towards the Soviet Regime

(/Z? %T’<F~As a result of successive stages of amelioration of living

onditions, such as the annual price reductions, improved supplie
of consumer goods, rsduced agrlcultural quotasg and taxation, the amnesty,
and the reduction in the levy for the 3tate Loan, the psopls of the e N
Western UK?AINE’ln 1953 were feﬁllng that life wes growing easier, ’
Their redentment towards the regime was to some exteunt less ksen than
formerly.

/ {) 15'«ﬁ;0n thie other hand they did not feel that they owed the Soviet
"~ authorities any aileglanc cr gratitude on fthis score, Aftsr the
destruction caused by Y$he'7arUand the terrible famine of the winter of
l947,,when eve train brought a full load of people from the Bastern
iﬁE and M@ # y@ begging for scraps of food, conditions welie eal
naturally expected to improve. The traditional hatred of "Muscovite
oppression" and "Bolshevism" was so desply implented and recollection
of mass transportation and other Sovist atrocities was still so vivid
that the spirit of national resistance, although superficielly suppressed,
remained far from being quenched,

Spontansous Expression of Popular Discontent

C‘le.*r-No large-sczle outbursts of popular discontent occurred during
1952-53 so fur as is known. On collsctive farms hay stacks were often

burned down and lLorses were sometimes killed ¥¥ night, These were
acts n;}ther committad nor instigated by msmbers of the resistance
organigation,

" Black .Gat"

)

s

7 lg£<-Dur1ng the first two or three years &fter;éga~Warﬂ%tor1us of
robbery were reported from all parts of the Westsrn and Eastemmn UK&QZﬁﬁ.
Many of these crimes wers attributed to bands of robbers called
popularly and collectively "Black Cat". {Chermij—Kot==-Chernaya-Keshkay.
The nams was said to have resulted from a subterfuge utilided Ly thsse
gangs for glining eutyy: they mewed like a cat until the houssholder
opened the door to admit the domsstic pet. No evidence is known %o
suggest that these gangs consisted of r°s1stance elements or wers
associated together in any larger organluatlonn

HNotes ~This subjeet- WWS~men?16h°é -by the- informant
witheout- prompting. “The notlon that the "Black

Cat" might be a partisan orgunlsatlon surprised

/hi.m«ooo-’

n rwhzn """"" TR
hey, lun.x !\1 \ an ‘g

km«' Warseriey 4{'bx-\.t"‘ f? ' &
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¥m, Partisens, he maintained, did not rob
private citizens.
here-in-view-of--othor-more—cokourf l-ascounts
which.have.been given.

e

The Local Press

Cﬁiigl‘The newspapers publishsd in small townst%pg country districts 7“’?%5
ere more informative than those appearing on && All-Unicn, republican /7
or provincial level. Although all are given a propagandist tinge the

locel press is in general ascurate in its reports of lozal. evenis and
conditions,

An~cdotes

1.4 political meeting had been callsd in a certain villcge. Thz

tpeaker was contrasting the walfare of the pesople in the Soviet Union #gf
with th2t of the population of the Uaited States., In America workers 4ﬁ%h»3»
were allowed to die of starvation in the streets: in the Soviet Unior

conditions were improving every ysar and the sick were provided for ;y

the State. Improvement would be esven greeter in the Western Uﬂﬁﬂfw

were 1t not for the disruptive activities of the fascist bandits. That
was why it was necessary to hunt them down for execution or transportation
to %IEERIA. AS this/pg}nt an ag:3d peasant in the audisence_ remarked,"hy
not send them to AMERﬂ;A and let them die in the strests?" ©

(¢(£; t:]«*"~~hau: : This story was told as substgntielly true,
a having been receiyggtbzﬁtp% {nformaat From
a bystander, ree-ii wmant grudgingly
paid tribute to the excellence of the Soviet
medical and health services, He maintained
that they wers well-organifed and efficient
and that no sick person nezd go without
“// treatnent free of charge,
/ Q7%—A coilsctive farm had been named after a succsssion of Loviet leaders
/" who had later bsen purged. The members wsrs growing chary of risking a
further rep:tition and would have preferred to lsave the establishment L
namzless., The Party secretary, however, insisted upon a new titls. "All l)p“?Q
right," suggested a pesasant, "let's call it 'Soviet Union'". " hy?t,
asked the puzzled secretary. "Well," was the reply, " re named it after
X and he disappsared. We named 1t after Y and he too disappsared. ZHven
whan ws called it after Z he lisappeared. It seems logical to me," 3
o, ) ane e.t’(‘ﬂ;{:“'
szc: N L ot Thiseme was given apologetically as
~/ .. - » nere 1unuXr. The names used vary from
one telling to another and can alwayrs bz
kept up-to-date,




(b) Area: Districts on Folish border west of IVOV

(¢) Elementary schoolmaster by prdfession; at the *ime in quesiion
living illegally in *he underground

(d) Thirty vears of age

(e) Education: see (c)

(£) Religion: Uniate (Greek Catholic)

(g) Other relevant details: ardent Ukrainian nationalist, anti-Communist.

(h) The informent gave the impression of lonesty and ob,jec‘ciirll.ty when
Sealing with matters of fact. He was aware that he was talking
vo a British official. ‘

{ - (1) Date of interview: 10th February 1954.

B, General Listening

2, (a) The informent 4id listen to the radio.
(b) Direct (not on rediffusion). |
(c) Own set.
(d) The set was a six-valve "RODINA", believed to be nost~war,
(e) This is an all-wave set - long, medium and short,
(f) A smail indcor aerial was used,
(g) It was not easy in the circumstances, but snare narts can be bought

eas:Lly Pnough by legally—llv;ng citi}ens.
Q/NCVE n/(if;ﬁvr( bl

/. BRS o e 'Eﬁe-za%ﬁomm't listened meinly during the hours of darlmessvand g o
ejntep1‘aL];}y~b5:thvve;,e(r,1‘;n:der1}“<rht apd?ZOO hotfrs IIOQOQ"V’ 'F:;l.rgg.{j"j;‘%/ BV SV e T
T Ariforment*s life was far from regular. His lietening was’
largely -influenced by the state of operations-against him, - -

Gy ~‘orea.$;n—bﬁ:<stemng
53 -6a‘\"*‘1‘nv—:’m¢orman't“dld - __cgten /+o fore:.gh"‘“b“ro}cas%s. i e T
U eleees 68 e . .f'/’ PO A
T et —toy *-zista'blons and languagesj:_ ‘
& tFr B.B.C. I - Polish and English.
4-(+1) Voice o - Ukra.im.an, Russian, Polish,and Czech.

cliis) Vestern GERYHK eand Western BMJ}( - German
v Radio Liberation - Russian.
Radio Free Europe - Polish,

/(vi)e




/Nots: The informant's native tongue is Ukrainian.,  He says that
’ he can understand Polick well (he was educated under Polish

{1 rule) and Russian and other Slav languages less well. His
37bw7 knowledge of German scems rather slignt, His English
! conversation :s rudimentary; in Englirh he listen=d only
. to th: B.B.J Inglish lessons,
[ S,
oy . . ‘.f‘_“;,;;,...:,_ [ R A ) . : .. .
S {8y The—infemmant cannot tell with any wrecision how often he listened
' beyond saying that he listened as regularly as circumstances
vermitted. Sometimes this woald be daily, at others weeks would

pass viiea he was constantlv on the move by night witiiout an
, opportunity of listening.
; A g L ALY
ﬁ/56F=’ﬁé%_~£é$—:ﬁﬂr@ﬁﬁ@ﬁééﬁéﬁ%giffirst vrefecenc2 was always the B,B.C. 1in

Polish from ILGNDON, That was indeed the only station to
which he listened regularly. He liked the quiet objectivity
of B.B.C. news and the absence of mere abuse in the nolitical
commentaries, This was in spite »f his reiuctance to
listen to Polich at all end hils rooted cbjection to hearing
Polish chauvinist proraganda on, for example, the nenessity
of returning hﬁj& to a free EdﬁﬁNﬁvﬂ

- (4#)-Although he had heard the sfatitn only a few times, Hwe -v-o' !
infowmemt gave second”Blass to ROIE in Ukrainian, The
programies were national in soirat and appealed to the
religious convictions of Greek Catholics:% and they were in

Ukrainian, =
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‘:51 jwin s} .ﬂheéiﬁﬁéﬁ hgregarded the "Voice of AMﬁRﬂﬁK” in some respects
as the entithegis of the B.B.C. Neiws -<nd commentaries were
more ‘endentious and coloWred, Listeners were told *%co
of'ten snd too Poastfully how well-off American workers wcre,
This was too much like Soviet propaganda in reverse. Some

of the features were insulting to ths intelligence, as when

a narrator described in detail Low an American housswife

would take her focdstuffs frecn the refrigerator (with full
details c¢f vhat a refrigerator wus and how it was operated),
arrange the utensils on the 3lectric stove, adjust the air-
conditioning avparatus (with a descriniior of what that meart),
and then settle down to choose a prograame on television
(again witk considerable detail),

[ -8\ The B.B.C. in Polish gave best reception. =~ "Voice of AMERICA" in
Ukrainian could bte heard without intolerable intcrference; in
‘Russian interference was had, but in Polish and Czech less so,
Recention of "Radio Free EWROPE" in Polish Was better than "Voice
of AMEHEGM". The Polish transmissions from MAPRID were easier
to hear than ti.e Ukrainian, which were very badly interrupted,
Interference with Ukrainian from ROME was also very strong,
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(&Y CJ amm:.ng Wagalways at .xtS Wors‘b during the even:.np,y
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t had fvund that 3.1. was sometlmeJ possible to reduce
the el fer of Janming by tunine a little way off the frequeacy of
the strongest signal Tt waz diflicult to find such a spot
where tha sueecn dld not pecome unrecomni gahle 7

(f) "Q'The first ten minutes or so of a programms were sometimes f—r@er
vacp bccun Jammlng was always contmuous./

8.—-fa) m'tﬁ“é%nm% last heard the B. B. c. in the UI’fEZ/AINE in Aucust 19;3

_A?o"“ne qtom)ed only w’nen he Left t‘ﬂe couatry.
-9 ,w(a,’-ﬁ»—(:b’)‘ GIe usz2d to listen in the com a:ny of two comrades. Ftidemwas.
, a~gondition-impesed Woon.hi
° s s &
L ZEOKT -~ -¥e normally listened to lne B.3.C. in Polish at about 0015 - 0030
1flou:r‘s M(/fSCO‘ time, . '
C A .
i ¥ The-infermant did not remember the name of any B.B.C. speaker whom
he had heard, So fer as he could recall, names were not usually given
except in the course of sportiinz commentarias,

/ [
YA — Sze also-blefliys™ e liked to listen to the news and volitical
commentaries including cplota’clonsbm;:prpr{ the comments of the daily press.-
He particularly remembers"h &npnae—la%on of ST/.LDT)) ‘death (newspaper not
identified) which put everything in a. -proper perspective and raised no
false hones of inprovement. This contrasted strongly with other comments
about the same time yhich suggested the likelihood of sweening changes,
le was also’ spem.alwyf interested in trying to learn EZnglish from the 3.B.C.
lessons., %h@ha& acquiveu—a- «w&mentam Imowtedge-of-simpte con"ersa‘g_gx.).(
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/(a) As above, he 1liked the quiel objectivity of the news and acnsepted
it as reliablc although he had no curdent standard by which to
Judge Pclish and iniernational news.

«{b)‘ lolltlcal oommtarlee\he also liked uO ’m,ar, put he could rot
remember the name of any commentator,””  He strongly objected to .
at hz termed "Polish chauvinist proveganda", ef which he st
T h¥stoneed claims upon Ukrainian territory, esmecially LT/,O‘Vu He
had iittle sympatihy with vhat he called "British neutralism” in
dealings with ihe Soviet Union,

(c) Rathar than talks abopt British life he would »refer to hear about
life in CA (ADA and A TRA.JIA in vparticular about Ukrainiean
. inmigrants. Talks about life in BRITAIN‘ should be down-%o=-earth
d not like the Amcrican brosdcasts of the same e. ~Fre—~.
¢ <$%man Re

“;;flc- t- was anxious to know now ordinary people, industrial and
agricultural workers, lived, Comparisons between the standard
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¥ e batied arb“ s . Such news often spread very quickly

no~one could tell how, ‘.F-ie had been “old even of Communists (se"loo'l
masters ard club managers) who had listened to the B.B.C. and the "Voice of
AVMERICA" and who had discussed the news ir vprivate, but he could give no
details, Other Communists merely discussed what the Soviet press said
that foreign ruadio stations hed broadcast. At sccond-hand it was aot
alweys possible to distinguish the two cases.

gt o6 ey

i «3;5-.'“»% &) - Apart from comments already made above, +he-t~1*flonm‘b‘ s nost
profound objection to Western oroadcasts was the neglect of the
Ukrainians, who formed one fifth of the porulation of the Coviet
Union, and qf their national interests. This contraszted with
the treatment of the FPoles and the Czechs, Moth of whom were
addressed in their own language, %&nf@rmant had Liad the
choice of listenang either tc Russian or o Polish, Jde chose
the latter because of the greater facility with which he could
understand, ’cl“e 1ran uage, Tre greatest single encovragemenc
which th-'é:é-n-ﬂmman{: cduld have veceired in this rield would have
teen a B.B.C. progurammss in Ukrainian,

”
l"l}"

(bw . 't believed that Testern broadcasts to the Soviet

Union were dominated by the Great Rvssiangs, He could not
otherwise urderstand why the exovress or tacit asswmntion should
prevail that the Ukrainians and other national minoraties had to
remain under "luscovite'"mule, Te aid not see why he should
have had to choose betweun listening tc Great Rusaian chauvinist
or Polish chauvinist propaganda in political and cultural talks,
Ukrainians had two strong motives ror res:stance: hatred of

Bolshevism and hatred of "Muscovite" rule in eny form, The
Great Russians might have the first, but certainly did not have
the second. Although it was no doubt necessary to appeal to

the Russian people against the Soviet Govermment, such propaganda
should be based upon the recognition of the principle of eqial rigntis
fer all natiocalities. Propaganda directed towards the J\_'L“NE
would not be fully effective if the national interests and
aspirations were not taken into account, incluling the right of
the Ukrainians themselves +to decide in favo}{r of complete indepen—
dence if they wished,
; . wd e b LG €

/[/ ,@*“f Given a B,B.C. programme in Ukrainian, the—3nfohant would like

t to hear, in addition to the news and political comme*lt)arJ.es
generally, talks on the history and cultire of the UMZG‘]‘E from
the national pcint of view, readings f'rom Ukrainian history and
literature ,‘(esneolally patriotic poetry), and talks by Ukrainian
national leaders in *he West ir. whom the peovle in the homelend
have confidence.
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”:"hls set can ce*talnly receive foreign broadcasts with a small
aerial.

Py

e} UﬁAIﬂ, an all-wave mains se*, exnensive.
i ! l R
Ady MINEK, an all-wave mains set, exmansive.

Svare varts can be bought equally freely,
) - Al e €
Sie Bre—~-'The area best known to th-e-}né-‘ﬁm&ni is mainly mral} ﬁ@ﬁme largest

town has about 7-8,000 inhabitants,= Privavely-owmed radid sets are
virtu ?1 ¥, upknown as the country’ peorle cannot afford even the cheapest.
nhe ormant believes that if conditions continue to improve even peasants
will be abie to buy sets of their own, 1¢ similarly welieves that
cilrcumstances are Ajfferent in the towns, where irdustrial workers are
better off, Meanwhile, however, in a tynical village the manager of the
kolkhoy will have ¢ radio set linked to loudspeakers in the individual
houses. -é»refh'ff'u"::m-; The headimaster of the school will aiso have one
with loudspeskers in the class-rooms. Tr.ere will also be a set in the
social club or cualtvral centée’ controlled by a manager. Tiese officials
would beeéble to Listen to 1'oreign progr , 1f they washed, at times
when the loudspeaker system was not in uss.

17. ¥&— Although there is no law against listening to foreign broadcasts,
it is unlikely that snyone wecvld dare to listen openly. To communicate
foreign news is forbidden end requires great ceution. Nevertheliess such -
news does spread quickly. This is no doubt facilitated by the Ukrainiear.
custon: of f‘ollov:ing a greeting by asking for the latesi news,
o rt-believes that his own vicews on foreign broadcasts
are shared oy at least the s athiflers of the resistence movement, whom he
estimates at not less than LO)/cf the royulation,,. They would overcome
their fear of detection in order to hear progiammi#m with a truly national
appeal, The resistaice movement could ensure that the existence of a
Ukrainian programme. and the times of transmission became widely known.
- Aol
3‘",£"ﬂ«§§"‘~ Thedh, Yo times when people could most easily listen, it is kabd to
' say of P oms, There industrial WO]’,‘I:GI‘:.! are usually e)i,r
three-shift sysfem)-03v@. m - to 116511 % m. to/ OB, " el to(’S a.m. T
Mossow timey fomuifakance, In agriculture the hours arc 1ong a.nd vary
with the season, They coincide generally with daylight, except at
harvest time, wien work often goes on through the night. Compulsory
meetings are usually held in the early evening and on Sundays. Prom all

points of view the-énferfitnt considers late evening end very early morning
to be bestLgpw. 1t ko
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L, ~=—'ine resistencs movement in the Western Ukraine largely relies
for the support essentlal to its survival upon & body of sympathl-
Fors amonges the civil population. It is thsse sympathifers who
provide the ifllegally-living members (illegalniki) with food, shel-
ter, medlical attention, funds. €y also undertake purchases
which would expose the “illegalnikl™ to too great danger, arrange
the clandestine distribution of propaganda leaflets, and gather
information required by the partisans., For thelr own securlty
legally-living members (legalniki) are nevgr-asked tofggns shelter
to, or carry out supply missions fcr, the PFillegalniki™, nor do
they distribute propaganda,

2.,~<—1In the early years following the war the movement could depend
upon the sympathy of practlcally the whole pcpulation for 1ts alms
and activities. After 1549, however, the extent of active support
decreased considerably. Amongs# the most important factors contri=-
buting tn this development were the following:

af The civil population had pald dearly for thelr cordial
roception of self-styled partisans who turned ou%t to
be provocative agents,

b¥ Collestivifation had made it difficult for the pgpple
to spare food, clotning, or money fLcr the organisation,

c¥ There had been a speclal drive to improve living condi-
tions in the meocuntalnous areas where the resistance
movement had some of 1ts strongest footholdss ‘'his had

persuaded many people to refrain from supporting lllegal
activities,

d¥ At the same time as the strength of the organiggtion had
been reduced by heavy losses, the grip of the regime on
the territory had been tightened and 1ts anti-partisan
measuwres had lmproved wlth experience,

e) 'The apparent indifference of the Western Powers towards
the fate of the subject peoples and the growing unlike-
1lhood of a war of liberation had encouraged apathy.
3. «<—Asslstance with food, accommodation, and information, ¥includin;
warning of ambushes and searche was stlll widely given to ths
(NH%41,E¢y¢ﬂmembers of the resistance organfﬁation in 1993. In_the areas arounc
/ —Yavorovy,Mostisky,and Sadova_Vishnya from 40f to Sof the popula~
_f,dfaiitﬁn*are~e;&ssed'as sympathigers and supporters, In the whole of
Qﬁithls vov Oblast the proportlon is probably similar,

< Reglistance Propaganda

4, €<~ 1In spite of the difficultles propaganda was stlill belng carrieé
on In 1953 amongs® the civil population in order to keep the nation-
al spirit alive, Although mass distribution was eschewed, as many
a3 2000 copies of a single leaflet could be disposed of in a year
in the areas mentioned above, with a total of about 10,000 leaflets
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proach cautious, especially in the case of a known Conmun%st.
ip§§;p§¥h§§ér wlll u;ualgy have indlcated that an Eastern Ukrainlan
of his acquaintance seems to be open to approach. Leaflets are then
covertly planted upon the target and his reaction.is obseryed9 If
the indications are that he has not reported the incldent 5o nheh
authorities bolder steps are taken., Alternatively or in conjunction
with this method an "illegalnik™, protected by his bodyguard and
with a safe method of fllght, may malile an unannounced call or engage
the target in conversation in the open. Only leaders are allowed to
enter upon such discussions as the rank and fille are not consldered
to be well enough versed in argument and the natlonallst CasC

@ CThe followlng are some of the best examples from this fleld:

aF At a village in CGorodox Rayon four lady teachers, two of whom
werce members of the Communilst Party were fivwst approached ahout
1949 and were glven naticnalist leaflets, These were well
received, The two Communlsts were so enthusiastlc over a
leaflet contalnling a patriotlc poem by an lntellectual member
of the resistance organiFition that they wanted to teach the
poem ts the children,

b¥ In te summer <@ 1950 a grcup of partisans called at s school
in the Yavorov reglon. Hearing of thelr approach a studont
who was a member of the Komsomol hid his membership card in
the stove as he had been told that the partisans always kllled
members cf the Communist Youth, Whoen his fears had been allay=-
ed he accepted the natlonallst cg&e and became a firm supporter
of the movement,

¢) During 1952 an ggzzegalnikﬁvzéader made the acquaintance of
another schoolmistress and her son and discussed the nationals-
lat cége with theme. They recelved 1t well and always welcomed
him afterwsrds., The leader was convinced that thevy had nevew

made any attempt to denounce him,

él =5—As these examples sugges tythe approaches wore made malinly to
teachers, amongs# whom thore are many Bastern Ukreinlans, Many of
them returned to the Fast for thelr annual. holiday, Propagunda
leaflets were usually given to those whose sympathy had heen gained
in order that they could pass them to close friends and relatlons

at home, According to thelr reporte these leaflets were favo}rably
rccelved, .

;§;<c<: The Xastern Ukrainians generally did not express their views
freely on these matters, Often thelr reaction could only be sur-
mised from reports that they had not denourced the partisans, Many
dic, however, reject the nationalist appeal outright, It seemed
that they could not rid themselves of the way of thinking in which
they had been indoctrinated as children, At a very rough sstimate
about half of the attempts to win over Rastern Ukrainians were
recsived unsympathe tically,

& Attitude of the Resistance iiovement and Its Sympathigérs towards
the Western Powers,

Vi

g;, The members of the resistance organigition were frankly dis-

= n*tﬁin‘\ /app0in ted s
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psen made knovwn to the mewmbers. The main points ars Included
below,

ay Germany

Thrcugh thelr pollclcs and actions during the Second Wcrld War
the (Germans nhad forfeilted all sympathy on the part of the Ukrain-
tansg. Wot only had they falsifiled #ll hopes of liberation for the
Tkraine but they had also played into the hands of the Communis ts
and iconvinced the uwnwilling populat;ors of the rest of the 3oviet
Union that there was no alternatlve to support of the Soviet auth-
orities in defence of the ccuntry. The memory of, the atrocltles
under German occupation made 1t impossible, the ontralrlbadershlp
conc;uded 5o, tolerate German forces on Ukralnlan territory wnder

any pgulse whaitsoever, If they came thoy would be the object of
selegtive guerrilla warlare, 4
n tne othcr hfnd, Sovict propaganda agalnst German rearmament

had hade 1littleg impreSS¢on on the lsaders of the reslgrance and
thelr sympe thifers, It was apprecla ted that the VWestern Powers

had o find allies against the Soviet Union wherever they could,
Thes UkrainLQns are not afrald of Gorman rearmament and expansionism
This! is in striking contrast_to the Poles, who are ge ylnely
frightpned by the remilitar tlon of Western Germany.

A
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b¥X Puland

The aspirations of the Ulrairian nationalist movement towards
dependent nastional state on the national territcry conflict
the desire of the *olish emigres to see the Western Ukrailne
ned to a free Poland, Ihelpgntral cadership of the movement
cclded that a recasonable accommodation would have to be reech-
ith a frece Poland as with other adjacecnt statese Thus Ukrain-
laims to Chelms Jaroslavgs Przemyslagnd the surrounding country,
were rbgﬂrdcd ‘a3 undoubtedly Ukralhian terriltory, would not
essed 1f a froo Poland were willlng\to wlthdraw 1ts elaim to
nian arcas egst of the plesent front oT 5 If the representa=-
of the Poleé in exile maintained theyr "chauvinist® attitude
h forces en erlng the Ulraine with the\Western Allies would be
ded asg inv ders and would be opposeds '\
7-07,€ 23-30) (N $0-08 E 22-9) (W HF-97,E22-97)

c The Unlted Statos and the Unlted Kingdon

’The Wiestern Ukrainians would not expect the British or the
fmeriicans to behave like the Germans cr to pursue a 1oniaI@yF~
policy In the Ukralne, Thoy cannot howecver, understand the policy
of nion~-prede termination and regard 1t ag indlcating the intentlon
to maintain Great Russian domination of the national republics.

If this equivocal attitude continues until war breaks out the
Ukrdinien nationalists will reccilve allied forces wlth caution and
rcserve, nelther molesting them nor greeting them in the tradition-
al nner with triuwmhal archos. and gifts of bread and salt, The
final attitude of the nationalists will depend upon whether the
right of the Ukralnians to declde the form of their state is admitt.
cde |Should a declaration by thQ.Western«Powers in favo of self-

v Jdstermination .....
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de termination of ths Ukraine be made only on the eve of wax
the natlonalist movement would welccmo it with reservatlons

since the obviouyly selfish motive would give rise fto doubus
of good falth,
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