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Excerpt taken from a letter from Vorkuta (Vera L) 

Address: USSR, Komi ASSR
Horod Vorkuta
2 - Raion
Ul. 2 - Lyneynaya
Dom. No. 2, Ky . No. 1

*LYTVYN, Vera Nykolaeyna

The summer of 1958 was very unfavorable. It was cold almost all the time.
Clear, warm days come only in June and July. During these months the sun almost
never sets, it shines 24 hours. During the latter half of July there was one
thunder storm. In the plant family, only northern mess grows here and dwarf
birch, the tallest about 	 meters. As for animal life, there are white bears,
wolves, northern deer, dogs similar to our fox. In the bird family there are
northern owls and white partridge. The people work in the mining of coal. In
the latter half of September a perpetual dark night descends which lasts for
several months.
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.4e
Julia PHILLIP, ca. 60 years of age, lives with her husband in Poland in

the city of Katowicze. In June 1956 she visitekInl Canada with her daughter,
and in January-February she visited her sister,	 TKOVA in New York. She
will return to Poland in April or June of 1959. She has a son who spent nine
years in prison in Poland as a former member of the Ukrainian Division. Upon
release he obtained employment but soon after he escaped to Berlin where he
works in someretail firm in connection with which he was supposed to go to
Israel. He wants to immigrate to Canada.

In January 1957, Julia PHILLTP visited another sister in the Ukraine who
lives in the city of KHODOROV, Oblast DROHOBICH.

In private conversation in New York she gave the following information:

1. In the triangle: KHODOROV - ROZDIL - BEREZDatAthere is supposed to
exist a "uranium city" of about 6o,000 people. This territory is
under strict isolation. Julia PHITSTP heard about this while she
visited her sister in KHODOROV and also from letters received in
Poland in 1958.

	

(ca. (5710

. Jews who tAreturning to the Ukraine from -exile	 continuing on	 to
Poland. Ybun . Jewish women, in order to get across the border to
Poland,-	 Poles who came to the Ukraine to visit and then,
having paid their husbands off well, .eent-f-irl on by themselves to
Israel. This	 generally well known and the activityWe'expected
to increase.

3. Poor conditions continuekto exist in Ukrainian villages. EverythinglAktii.,
-As-destroyed. There aale' no buildings or garden waflsfhe woods
cut down.

til 1949 the Ukrainian underground had, e authority in
. The UPA ruled„,andlhe IND governed only until sunset and

then they would barricade themselves. The people gave the underground
hing they had and they still reminisceokabout those days as very

difficult ) imes,
	 "ggte-1/43-4eaSaWf-•---

od number of the former members of the underground
haa.returned from the prisons and concentration camps and ha found
employment. The majority of them W ill and exhausted."

_

population . 1441constantly awaiting a change but they fea war and
felt that with the threat of war there W1.-come tighter controls by
the regime. freei—the--ere-i-gration -and know—about



7I
3,1,16-Sa4",k

. On Lvov:—	occupy e better sections of town and con3Ader49-
themselves the master4nation1:	 . -:.7 .	 • jn Lvov )

	 I
in 1957, the MU uncovered clubs of ill repute amone he youth of the
higher Soviet chiefs. They were all arrested and deported.

7. During the freeing of Ukrainian prisoners in Poland in 1956, the prison
administrators stated that this had been ordered by Khrushchev.
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