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SUBJECT: 3EZI1PEKINSICXEAGES (Electric Plant) on IRTYSH,-Ravtat in KAZAKHSTAN,
June 1956 Earch 1957

SOURCE: O.T. „aged 22,Ukrainian femalepstudent, arrived in J	 in
Poland from village BAL1V4I-ZARICHNE near DROHOBYCH,West UCraine
and in 1960 came from Poland together with her mother, sister (aged 19)
and brother )aged 16) to BUFFILO,N.Y, to join her father living
in the States.

At the present Source is employed with a Lab of Cancer Institute of
Buffalo and takes evening courses of chemistry at Buffulo University
(in Poland she studied medicine ).

Source graduated from DEsiatylitka in DROHOBYCH in 1956. From June 1956
to March 1957 she worked on construction of BUKHTERMINSKAYA CBS in
KAZAKHSTAN.

Source was interviewed on 25 March 1963 in Buffulo. In spite of her
education and intelligence she could pot remember details and the
attached, sketch gave only a rather rough idea of adtbal situation on
the spot.

DATE:	 27 March 1963

1. Having received a graduation -certificate from DROHOBYCH -Desiaty-
letlik in June 1956 , not good enough to be automatically admitted to the
University, Source decided to volunteer for construction scheme in Kazakhstan
cbn order to fulfill the necessary reqfterements for her future studies.
She went to Obkam of Komsomol in DROHOBYCH and signed a contract in which
following conditions were specified; she will stay on the construction spot for
not less than 2 years, she was ready to go to any construction site she will
be directed at BUKHTERMINSKAYA GES and tike up any job given, she will be
paid by authorities travel expenditures and a volunteer-allowance of Rubel 1,000.
The contract was a standard one. Separately she was told that she will have to
ltve in the beginning in tents and build baraCks or houses together with others
later on for themselves. The usual practice was that a group of volunteers
were formed on the spot into a housing brigade,and built houses while the
others worked on the construction site itself.
Source was also warned that in case she changed her mind she would have to give
back R	 This was done because in previous years some "volunteers"
defected together with their allowances.
Source was also told that wagesware very good what waspactually, generally known.
They were not ,however, specified.

In June 1956 a special train of schene volunteers was formed ixt
DROHOBYCH RR Station • There were 300 volunteers f , om DROHOBYCH °blast', all
youngtmotivated not only by good jobs but also - as Source put it - some
longing for advenrures and something unusual.
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Accampanied by a. special committee they went to Lvar where another group of about
60 to 100 ypung people was attiched,to their train. About the same number
of volunteere , was also eclded in KI 1 Among the latter were mostly Georgians
and Areeniams, In DROHOBYGH-group 	 only a few Russians and Poles,the rest
was Ukrainian.

In LVOV the train stopped for abott3 hourspin KIEV - even shorter.
This was a normel coach-train. From KIEV they went to MOSCOW. There they stayed
for the whole day and visited the KREMLIN. Source saw there , KHRUSHCHEW who
was just passing from one wing of the Building to the other. The others cities
Source remembereiat which their train stopped )were OMSK (half a day) and
NOVOSIBIRSK4a1so a few hours). Source did not remember last RR station
The whole journey lasted 10 days, From 1st RR Station in KAzakhstan they
travelled by buses for 5 - 6 hours to the construction site of BUKHTERMINSKAYA
GES.

After their arrival in BUKHTERMINSK (BUKHTERMA) they were accamodated
in tents together with another small group of about 30 volunteers who arrived
shirtly before, There were also former volunteers who worked there previously
and they were in houses . There were about 300 of them mostly Russians, some of them
married, Together with "autochtaen Russian's they constituted abont rlalf of the
city-iioopu1atio4 The other half was Kazakh. Bcth nationalities lived practically
separated in different sections of the city.

The attitude of the Kazakhs to Russians and other newcomers was rather
hostile ; some mixture of powerless , hate, resignation and "rihilistic" indi-
gnation ( nenavisno-ruspluvatelno ). That 2 in spite of the fact, that newcomers
tried to be as sympathetic as they could and traded with them. They bought
fruitimilk and other foodstuffs. According to Sonroe the Kazakhs seemed to be
a very apathetic people • They were not working on the construction sitepeither.

The "Drobobych-group" had 4 bk tents for 20-22 persons and the rest
was accamodated in normal ores for 4 persons only. Girls who constituted
a slight majority of the transport were living in their toasts in the same
suburb" of the city as boys.

The majority of volunteers was determined to return after the expiration
of their 2-years contract-term • On their part, the authorities encouraged
young people to remain in KAZAKHSTAN• Newly-wedds were given good housing,
special allowances, gifts and baby equipment from Komsosmol, etc.

The housing brigade was formed at oz out of tb8ys and till September
two or three new houses for newcomers were built. There was also a club
and a library with Russian books. "Official" language wad all over Russian.
Somehow ,even Drohobych group used it when out of tents. Otherwise they
spoke Ukrainianpand sang their songs.

In the beginning all were satisfied - good jobs, new picturesque
landscape, new erviremert - pleased them and even excited. First disenchantments
came with food; all the time day by day, they were given in stolovka
rice. Rice and milk - in the morning; rice soup and rice-goulash plus rice-
dessert for lunch; and again rice in different variations for supper.
Jokingly,newcomersi complained about having Chinese as "brotherly people".

Volnmteers were comnuting to and fro construction site by narrow-gauge
rail-road built for that purpose (see sketch).

and it took ,30 minutes to get from
. The commuter made about 30 km p .h.RR Station to the GES.



From June to Sep 1956 Source worked as telephone operator in buildings
marked on the sketch as 1 and 2. In the beginning she was paid Rubel 400,-
and than Rubel SOO.- per month. She had to work for about 12 hours daily
Fro Sep 1956 to Feb 1957 she was employed as despatcher and earned slighly over
solow... per month,
In Feb 1957 she started to work as stewardess and mechanical help-band on the
yacht of the director of the BUKHTERMINSKA GES (she could not remember his
name)	 was paid Rubel 1,200.- per month: The yacht was used by the Director

P.IIto get .fte (he lived outside of the city on the beach) from the *Mee and for his
private excursions. Formally it belonged to the GES.

2. Source could not remember any technical details. She knew that GES,
was to be built in 5 years and was started about 2 years bedore her arrival.
Volunteers were working in 3 shifts. Source saw 4 boacrete-mixermachines in
the Concrete-factory (see sketch).
Working as a despatcher she counted about 50- 55 trucks of concrete per shift
brought from Concrete FactOry to the Construction plot itself.

There was no secial guard but normal watchmen as on al; hihe construction-
sites of this kind. Scabs was never on the construction plot on River itself.

3. Together with volunteers, but seprated from them in barracks, were
working on the construction plot political prisoners. At least ,they were
sawing they were political. They were guarded by a KGB-unit. All intercourse
with them was forbidden. Hower, same girls managed oven to get into regular
correspondence with them by throwing to themaetters" with stones over fences. .
Source thought there were about 200 of them, of different nationalities (Russian,
UkrainisiNBaltic,Georgian and others). Majority of them were young (aged 25-40).



Sketch
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NA Offices (kontory) in which Source

2/ worked as telephone operator

3 Stolovka for volunteers
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SUBJECT  : Ukrainian youth in town and in village, situation in 1956

SOVRCE: O.T. of Euffalo,N.Y.

21Am.	 28 Mar 1963

1. In general, in both,in city and in the countryside Ukrainian youth
is nationally conscious. The memory of recent sad events connected with
*Mmious Underground activities	 very much alive.

In city„however, hostility to Russians was rather mollified in campari
with the countryside where it had been very strong. As Source put it ; village
is practically immune to am Russification. Even ex-service men coming home who
speak Russian are very fast "put back" to their Ukrainian. They are simply being
sneered at.

This was not the cases however, in the city. The impact of Russificatiol
was much stronger and was mainly concentrated on young people. It was being dame
in a rather clever way,is for example, by active participation of Russian
element in Ukrainian celebrations and other activities and presenting the
latter as "cam= cause and good".

26 At scholl students did not take seriously Marxist indoctrination.
It was paid as much attention only as it was necessary to pass exema.

Komsamol-nenbership meant practically nothing. Every one belonged
to it as a rule.

Source heard about various orgies and other immoral "events" in
LVOV and MOSCOW but nothing like that happened in DROHOBYCH.

At scholl and in the street y ung people spoke Ukrainian. In some
offices in city they used very often Rusian but for simple reason that
some official might not know sufficient Ukrainian. This was donephowever,
for purely opportunistic reasons, and not out of fear of respect of Russian*
Just on the contrary, Source was inclined to think that there was even some
sort of superiority complex of local Ukrainians in their attitude to Russians.



SUBJECT: DESIATYLETKAS IN DROHOBYCH„WEST UKRAINE, 1953-1956

SOURCE: G.T. of Buffalo,N.Y0

asu	 28 Mar 1963

1. Majority of desiatyletkas in DROHOBYCH in 1956 were Ukrainian. Source
did not remember their exact number. She knew that schools ## 1 and 2 were
Ukrainian the ones ## 3,4,and 7 were Russian. She also knew that many
Russians sent their children from nearby BORYSLAV to DROHOBYCH and together
with a great influx of Russian element to DROHOBECH itself, this was the
explanation for axistenoe of quite a few Russian schools as well.

2. Dasiatyletka Source graduated f om in 1956 was # 1, named after I.Franko
in wul.Snizhnaprohobych eity. It had about 1000 students having all gtadess
doubled in A and B and the 10th. grade also in C classes.
The bulk of students constituted local Ukrainians, then Ukrainians fram Eastern
Ukraine, Poles,Jews and several Russians. According to the Source all Poles
and majority of Jews sent their chhldren to Ukrainian schools.
Russian pupils who were at school spoke Ukrainian though at home they used only
Russian.

In social aspect there was no differentiation as to nationalities.
Source for example, had a Russian friend,by the name PACHOVSKAYA ,Lidia l and
nobody considered it to be unusual.. As a rule there existed individual groups of
friends based mostly on personal liking of each other than on nationality deeling.

Source described Ukrainian youth as nationally conscious. As an
example she stated the fact that it was considered as a proof patriotism
to have at least good marks in Ukrainian language and literature. Consequently,
while about 3/4 of students had remarkably good marks in those subjects, in
Russian language and literature only 1/4 or so did so well.
All subjects were tought in Ukrainianl only Russian and Rus Ian literature were
in Russian.

Sometimes the "patriotism" of pupil had - as Source put it - somewhat
rough and dangerous manifestation. She remembered that at one time in $th grade
someone put "secretly" into rotation a trident on a sheet of paper during the
lesson. Everybody - Ukrainian,Russianview or Pole - painted a trident of his
own on the same sheet and considered himself to be part to a very important
clandestine action. Fortunately„there were no consequences of that.
In 1955,1956 such "important2 doings were considered already childish by same
students.

Religious feelings which were quite strong had also their similar
manifestations : without any comnunication and agreement one Easter no one
came to school and in consequenc the whole class had to listen to a lecture
of class-leader on obligations of a Soviet pupil, harm of religion etc.

Source did not know about any secret readinds, meetings, or leaflets
in her school. But she heard about such casee in 1955 -1956 in Lvqv and in ether
places. Thus, in 1955 all talked about BEZRUCHKO-case in KHODORIV.
A young student at KHODORIV desiatYletkapaged
tompoeed and dissiminated leaflets about Ukrainian Resistance in 1955.
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He was caught, called to the Komsomol, withdrawn his Komsomol - membership but
allowed to continue his tuition. Later on ,however, he was not admitted to
higher education. His father was called to the KGB and "properly warned",

Source did not know ary cases where Ukrainian parents (local ones) sent
their children to Russian schools,

3. The director of # 1 school was RUSNYTSKY,fnul Ukrainiantaged 45, from
Eastern. Ukraine,who always spoke Ukrainian. A party-.man.

Majority of lecturers were Ukrainians from Eastern Ukraine. Local ones
were lecturers of geography,biologylmathematics in 10th grade,
At one tune the lecturer in mathematics was a local Ukrainian IVANTSIV,Mykhailo.

Chairman of Komsomol was a Victorolnu, from Eastern Ukraine, Ukrainian.
Among Komsomol activists was a girl KIRITCHENKO,fna who claimed to be a cousin
or some similar relative of famous KIRITCHENKO in KIEV and then in MOSCOW.

Source knew little about young Ukrainian poets and writers at that
time. Her collegues read mostly RYLSKI,TYCHYNA I SOSIURA and others from old
generation.



SUBJECT:DROHOHYCH in 1956

SOURCE  tO.T. of Buffalo,N.Y.

DATE  t 28 March 1963

1. In spite of a great influx of Russia and 2-3,000 Poles ilud quite a few
Jews, DROHOBYCH tad a Ukrainian city. In the streets Ukrainian was dominating,
Poles and Jews,for example, also preaered to speak Ukrainian.
In KGB, ZAGS,Militia everyone spoke Russian, in other offices such as post,
some admonistrative posts ets. - half Russian,half Ukrainian.
Some people l in particular those from Eastern Ukraine used "zhorzhie (a mixture
of Russian and Ukrainian).

2. In spite of relaxation which came after Stalin's death the people
were still very dissatisfied and cautious in their expressions. Youth was more
open and did not mind talking jokes about Khrushchev,Fprtseva and ether big
shots. There were no deportations and political arrests. Instead Aft' people
returned from Siberia to Drohobych and vicinity. Thus, to native village
of Source - BALYCHI ZARICHNE - returned about 50 families deported to Siberia
during the drive against the UPA and to collectivisation. They all were
welcome in the village. About fifty deported families remained,however„ in
Siberia. ( BALYCHI ZARICHNE has about 300 houses and together with BALYCHI-P0-
DOROZBNI and LANY constttute one kolhosp named after Voroshilov).

3. Sputnik -stories wemaceived by populace in the beginning with
a great dose of sceptieism. OnlrEttir acknowledgment from the West they
were accepted fully as truthful. The simple reason for that was that people
were used to Soviet propaganda and its way of presenting their awn
achievements.

e4
A sore spot on people's mind were und rdeveloped nations. The aid

sent to them was considered a deprivation of th im pe_ple of necessary
resources.

KHRUSHOEW was considered by all to be a Russian. Source heard
nobody describing him a s a Ukrainian and learned about his alleged Ukrainian
descent first abroad.

4. In 1955 there were some disturbances or strikes at 5th machinery-buil-
ding Plant ( 5-oi Mashinostroitelnui zavod) in DROHOBYCH. Source could not
however elaborate on that. She only heard other people mention it.


