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Re s Genersl situation in Chernivitsi,Ukr SSR, in 1962 B PN
23 Jrwe /964
Source «Ke of Luduigsburg,Geryany; ared J?,ula nian oi German descenbt,

6 grades of primary school, skilled worler in a chemi Cul factory and
since 1961 laborer in a brick factory in Chernivisi,Ukr S.R;

arrived via Last Bsrlin at Friedland Camp,Gerpany !nMay 1602 as
Garman repptrW ate. Inuvrv“ erred by@ on 3 and 5 lay 1904, Cf average
intelligence, rather reluctant to give nanes and other details.

Date : 23 June 1964 MICROFIL_MED |

N i
SEP 15 1964 ;

DOc - MICRO, SER.

1. KGB P
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The chief of the oblast EGB in Chernivtsi was\Liefu.Col, MENDERES, fiu
Ukrainian, e :
‘l"he ciiefl of special otdel was LieutsCoRe™BASOV,fnu,Russian and his

[ JDeN

deputy Capte (.zLOTO\/ ,fmu,Rus ian too. Source had several encounters with above

of.icers after he had applied LOT”TGDPErlathHH to Germany. FENDERES himself
(G u/num./ Feiae { //;éid.uu—eo«/ spts b ) B i o
tried to persua source X ot to“g"o/‘ho Germd

ny teliing him that actually he

was no German and es a Ukrainian he would be persecuted in Germany by "bande-

rivtsi, He even promised Source to get a better job if he stays in the Ukraine,

-

(Shortly after Source's spplicetion 1o "return' to Germany he ims sacked from

ct

his reletively good Job in the chemical factory and had to work in the brick

factory.) Source however insisted on his emirraticn end finaliy LENDERES

|_)

himself signed his napers . source wes cven allowed to draw on his stete loane
According to Source the KGB has "quite a few" informants among local

population but those are usually known and people avoid them or rather

behave carefully in their presence. In come cases KCGB simply forces dindividuals

to report vo them and there is no way to refuse it. But there i1s no terror

like under Staline Bven in cascs of "clondestine groupd ond activities" KGB

uses mostly persuasion and tries to be lenient. 3Source heard about some

clandestine groups of voung peonle in Chernivisi and other cities of the

Ukraine who gathered together and discussed varicus problems often criticizing

the system, the party szso. ©Sooner or later ,the XKGB usually found out about

T-r8y-29/3
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KGB

asked one or another

v
¥

them but they were not arrested. Instead, the
individual to their office and had a2 friendly telk wiith him, Usually it

L3
went like that: "Jhy are you consppring against the state? The Soviet state
gave you all you needede. Of course, there is not everything in perfect order
as yet, there are food shortages and other shortcomings. But there is no

. . , . . of
terror like it was under Stalin. You are aware what would expect you under
Stalin for what you are doing now. But now there is no nsed for terror,

What you are doing is silly and you better stop it."

Some time later they ask the same individual to come again and tell
him to "enlighten" his colleguess and persuade tham to stop their "childish
activities". Then after a series of talks they often recruit him and force

. e . in
to report to them about anything suspicious going on the city. But they
avoid to use rough pressure and prefer to be polite. Also other'interviews'-
as far as Source could tell - were usually conducted in a very polite manner
as though the XGB wes at pains to appear "very cultured"and humane, This is

not Source's personal apinion but a general one at the present in the Urraine,

or at least in Chernivisi. But weopls are stlll very much afraid of XKGB,

2+ RBgturnees from concentration camps '

Political prisoners returning home since 1956 till recently have
difiiculties in registration and jobs. 4s a rule nc one is registered in big
cities and hag to live in the countryside, Source knew ,hoiviever, one
exception: Frof ILNYTSIYI,fnu, asuthor od a short history cf the Ulkraine .

He returned in 1901 and refused to leave Chemnivisi. Finally they let him

stay. He is old,slck,and works in a confectionary store,

3¢ Vorkers'! solidarity

bl

The working clasgs in factories is most outspoken against the regime
and the latier seems to tolerate it. There is also a very strong solidarity

. . . eran
among worliing people. P ?Q
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The solidarity has its distinct not only soo_al but also political "undertones"

o

becauge better jobs are usally occupied by Russiam 4s a result RPussian
element is very much disliked.

As an exanple Sourcer mentioned the foliowing case: early 1962 in the

' brick factory in Chernivtsi a Russian "specialish" after having had a few

.L

drinks too many, was leaving through the gate attended by a local guard,a
Ukrainiane The latier stopped the fus lan and made some "corments" on his

drunkenness trying to ridicule him, The Iucuian becams very angry and started

1 =1

to shout that <the guamrd who &t acked him was alsc attacking the party and

even Lenin himself because he was a party member and the party was Leninisteee

In his turn the Ukrainien called several of his friends,they pulled the Russisn int

IJ.

a nearby corner and beat him up. <Then they called militia and "explained"
that"the specialist" was drunk and fell.

Wext day the Russian reported to the factory director hut the
latter couldn't do anything sgeinst the guard and other workers because they
all witnessed against the specialist. loreover, the director preferred

not to side with the spemialist because he was afraid to ex ngate his i elations

with workers wio night then sabotage his fulffilment wnlans,

o Hear-say ag a means of communication

The Soviet press,also its local part,is very poor as to its news
coverage and people do not rely on it also for "basle'! reason meaning lack of
trust in it. the population ,nevertheless, is quite well informed on what
is going around by neans of nerson {0 person comrunication, reowple travel

.

han ever before and talk in trsins ,on markets,in stores,exchanging

ci-

now 1nore
neve and opinions.

According to Source the nsws about the assault on Khrushchevls life

w

in Lvov reached almost same day #Me Chernivisl as it took places. It was

brought Lo Chernivisi by locel neople wiho happened © gw;n.Lvov at the same time.

3 i .-fi {?;) E‘:T




It sald that Khrusuchev was wounded,in iils hand.

5e Schools
Beside University there are in Chernivisi about twenty Ukrainian
& and 11 grades schools, about 30 Russian and 4 lioldavien, Russian is obligatory
in Ukrainian and ioidavian schoélé. lymber designation of schools is being
often changeds In 1962 Source kmev there were Uxrainian schocls ## 8,12,23.
In recent years school # 23 changed its # twice: first it had # 3,then 23,
then 17, and again 23,

~here is a deliberate policy of the party to send local

graduates of the University to Russian republic, and in general,a »nrefer:ence

n jobs is given to Russianhs . Ukrainisns are encouradged and indirectly

',.J.

forced to leave Chernivtsi and move to non-Ukrainian narts of the 3Soviet

ci-
o]

Union whenever a pretext could be found for thate This is applies mainly
the ymridx yvoung intelligentsiae

In 1960 -1961 there was an increased pressure at the University
to expand Russian as language of lecturing; Local sbudents protested but
had only a partial success. <lhe Russification drive wes contimueds Both,
Ukrsinian students and lecturers felt very badly about it but they could only
complain song thanselves,
Source ha@/ an acquaintance Volodia ( he refused to give his last heme) a
lecturer in chemistry at the University and his friend Amatoll with whom he
often went hunting and drinkinge. Volodia is party member «From them Source
heard many comnloinbs arainst Rus ians, the party, Khrushchev fwho deceived

gvoryone', Cften they 'contemplated" how Lo get rid of Russians

6, Languages sooken

In Bhernivtsi, in streets and in offices , is generally spoken
b4 2 X

Ukrainisn vith exception of some party and administration circles who are
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Inroads of Russian intc Uxrainian ere a.sc noticeable, and some people mainly
Jews insert more and more Ruscian words. This is because of ofwicial Rusnification

N

pvarty line., The latiar was not however as effective as it had been the case

with Ukrainiaation in 1954.0ne day Jews in Chernivtsi bought up almost

all Ukrainian books and magazines and only "oure" Ukrainian wes heard all over.

As it turned out later on Jews learned sooner than anybody else (including N,

pabty officials) about forthcoming <decree on Ukrainization initiated by Beria
and acted accordingly. This trend lasted for a few days,many Jews and even
Russians asked Uxrainiens to help them to learn Ukrainian. Then spddenly

all that stopped after Beria was liquidated.

7. Jokes

a/ A Jew got job at the Kremlin:he has to sit on the top of the
Kremlin tower and lock out whether comuvniem is apyroaching. As soon as he
seeg 1t he has to notify about it abt once Hikita Sergeevich. One ddy American
tourists arrived and after having learned about Jew's special talemts, proposed
him to go to the States and in Mew York look gout for arrival of economic
crisese The Jew ,however, refused to because he was assured at the Eramlin  of
his job not only for himsslf but also for his son.
(Source heard this joke in 1959).

b/ An old woman came to vote.Propagandists asked her whom was
siie voting for., Her reply:

Za Lenina -uchytela,

Stalina  -muchytela

Molotova ~jurysta -

{hrushchova - aferysta,

Za rodinu - mat!

i Furtsovlf - bl.d!
(Thie "joke" Source heard for the first time in 1950. At that time and later on

it was generally spoken of Furtseva as Khrushchev's mistress,)
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