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Re 	 General situation in Lvov oblast l iikr SSR,in 194

Source: YARYSH I Maria Olena of Rochester,N.1.

Date _: 24 June 1964

1. Source is Ukrainian / aged approx.60 / in March 1964 arrived from

SHCHYRETS t r—nPUSTOMYTI / obl. LVOV to ROC1ESTER 1 N.Y. where she joined for

good her husband and two sons.

Prior to her emigration to the States Source worked in the

collective farm of SHCHYRETS I / had a small household plot as any other

"kolhospnik", went often to LVOV as she did some "speculation" there / and

received parcels from her family it Rochester/N.Y.

Source is Quite an inteilLigont woman,of mixed — half peasant/half

.
tom-folk stock, quite willing to talk but caut*s with names and other

details, She was itterviewed by Dr P. on 18 Apr 1964 in Rochester1N.Y.

Arrangments for her emigration were made through Kovbasniuk-

Agency of NYC and all procedings lasted for about 1 year.
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1. ShCHIRETS I , r-n PUSTUNYTY, oblast LVOV

Till 1963 the town was a rayon center.Now it has only silrada plus

1 militia man.There is also a small military garrison but Source was unable

to say anything about it beside the assertion that most soldiers wore

Ruaaian.

SHCHYRETS 1 has a distinctly Ukrainian population and character. There are

only a few Russians in administration- and party apparatus. There are practically

no Jews and boles except for the chairman of the collective farm who is a Pole

and a good man.

Director of the 8 grades school is Russian, so is director of the library.

All subjects are taught in Ukrainian but Russian is obligotaiy.

Collective farm

The husbandry in the collective farm is vely bad. Res ponsible for that

are mbl- authorities ( the state) not the people in kolhosp. Too many changes

of agricultural directives and plans. l'hus, in 1962/63 the state ordered

to cultivate pulse and maize but the soil for the latter was completely

unsuitable in Shchyrets-region. No wonder that when farmers cultivated corn

they had had much beter yields.

Another handicap in kolhosps,in general and not obly in Shchyrots, is lack

of young people willing to work. All try to get to factories and move to

large cities. In jource's opinion agricultural work has been so much

disliked that she doubted if many 1,eople would agree to keep their farms in

case the collective farm should be disbanded. 'No one s_ams to be enthusiastic

about working in the countryside (in collective farms) doing any kind of

farming. Despite all the recent restriction on registration in cities some

people managed to get there from the countryside.
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Shchyrets 	 has also a sawmill and a glass gactory.Average wages there

amount up to R 100.— which are in no comparison to such lower earnings in

collective farm.

Hospitals

There is a small hospital and a Pail jibed Infirma .Source named two

physicians from the hos pital: Dr BYSilia),fnu,ukrainian and Dr SIKOLAS,fnu 1-Ukrainian.

Church

192 authorities closed the church in SHCHYRETS', and people go now to the

church in OSTRIV,near 3hchyrets. In Source's opinion responsible for that

was also Rev YANIAK,fnu himself who did not strongly enough pretest against

the closure. He is a weakling, °soft", a completely di_erent man than former

priest Rev STAKHURSKYI who was in Shchyrets till 1956. The ldter had many

quarrels also with his own sup eriors and finally had to move to Lvov.

his successor failed even to secure parochial residence for. himself and lived now

in a small hut. Rev NANIAK was very subservient to authorities and actually

they had no dif:_iculty in closing the church.

After the closure of the church authorities asked people to remove all

religious items from the church. They were going to convert it into some

sort of storage premis/es. Thekpppulation refused to. Individual sersons

were called to silrada and pressed to remove religious objects but it didn't help

either. i_he peoUe uexplained°they coudn't do it because their wife s would beat

them up. Rev YANIAK instead of keoning at least quiet told people to folAw

authorities ? order. he did the same in the case of religious monument at

roads when authorities asked people to remove them too. i'edrple refused to

but then one 6ay all monuments and figures were found on the cemetery. All were

very indiFnant about it but couldn't help

Ihe church ..A1 OSTRIV is small ;situated on a hili,but still always full 1113

Wirt-

on Sundays* both, young end old. 	 •

A_
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Press and

People read usually n'ilna IiIreina" of Lvov. i'recticaliy no one

reads Russian rapers nor listens to the Soviet radio. -1.3ome people have

private radio sets and listen to foreign broadcasts. Source hoiself listened

to Christmase Lass in 1964. People inform each other about what they learn from

foreign broadcasts end in general talk much more and more freely than before.

They are simnly no more afraid of Soviet police end the party. The Iblembers of

the latter and police-informants are generally avoided. People con:plain

openly against the system, mostly at markets and in queues.

Increased Anti-Russian 6entimen#s

ihere is a very strong anti-Russian sentiment in the populace and even

connon people often shout at Russians " why don't you finally go home.

Khrushchev personally is not being attacked , thri the contrary, often he is

being described as the one who had corrected many bad things. Share ere nany

jokes about him but Source was unable to tell an:. Stalin is now rarely

mentioned . (In Shchyrets' stalin's monument was removed one night from

the dentral 'lace without any explanation,)

There is a general conviction among people incl. the youth that the

Ukraine is subjugated and not only the part .. as such bb Rusians in general

are responsible for that. "The duosians should go some and leave us alone".

Thre i s 1.o . e and more tini:inz and taling about the satellites and respective

comparisons with Liovieth republics ere being drawn. Peole taTh

rciec, OUT 0 -Jr1 stoic like	 instance, the *p ies have it becml.se
(I'ua so eel
	 	

only -.611;::::1 ',YtiC4Vd11, reckon WIv.th us.

Ii _

Ihe	 reform ef -.1j-)58 Zorced FLany younL7.:: JE=)ele to stay

in Eito of their ef2oI . ts to ';ace to Lvov and other
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youth 5'000r;	 r-n	 conscious of thei:Antionality . On the

',-)ther hand their nlain concern se	 to be
	

1 7	 avo rice cloth'.
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ao:lo wat 	 n.oet e::anr;es but are afraid of War. 11.0 1J the future

changes are suprosed to come abort no one knows to ten.

-yThw houses_

In ,jhehyrets as well as in other ilaces Ltany nem houses have been built

and old ones removed. All this has bean done privately. Parcels from the

States wele the"budlding factor". l ir terals wore stolen and "otherwise

organized". Lately the situation so=hat changed to the worse because there

weIe new restrictions and some 77)eople were sentenced to as much as 10 years

imprisonment for stealing: of wod and other building mater i als.

.Leturnees from concentration camos

Source knew ljetro ILKIV who oerated to gether with others in Shchyrets-

region in the Underground. he was sentenced to 10 years ,after talin's death

returned to Shehyrets i and works now at the glas, factory. Another active

underground man — I'etro fillifriuT3Ta rtal ( brother of Ivan H. of Toronto,Canada)
'TLKIV

was lathed. .„.ource mentioned that ititaiiia± enjoys general respect among

the populace. they always tre2ted him friendly and with sympathy.

Source remembered also that there were some bunkers in the region of Shchyrets,

frecuent battles in 194,O t s aso,but she could not tell tirm details.

2.  Lvov ,	 SSR

?onulation

The najority of -:)o-oulation is Urainian. One heirs also i-ussian in the

streets. There aie many Jews WL:o are not pe7ticulazlv liked by the population.



we'People are very criticaJ of tnerz,sy rpenly complain nainst authorities.

I hey try to boycott all kind of of icial celebrations and there is rel:orkably less

pressure on participation in various public parades than it has been 5 or

moreover 10 yers ao. l]ven school children are now boinr; less engaed for

parades.

1-rices

RRond t i cket to Lvov (from Uichvrets) costs 18 kopeek. In Lvov one

can buy -_;rsctically all the necessary ,basic food-stuf_s and consumer goods*

ALL trade in "American stuffs" is being conducted in special stores and on

"bp rakhovIm (mar-et) . Prices at "boral:bovks° ore higher but it is less conviniett-

ly located ( in Levandova). The entrance fee to 	 iss 20 kopeek.

There are ritifferences between official and market prices:

1 kg of floP:a- of_icially costs 17 kopeek,on market 1 Rubel,

1 kg of butter - R 3.50 and 5.- to 6.- respectively,

1 kg of meat - 38 and '7 70 hon. ,respectively,

1 woolen dress on market d 60.-

1 kerchief ( from abroad) R 20.-

1 sweater - H 50.-

'he greatest demand is for dark materials for suits and dresses.

There is much lesser demand for materials with stripes.


