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Re + General situation in Lvov oblast,Ukr SSR,in 1904

Source: YARVSH,Maria Clena of Rochester,N.%.

Date ¢ 24 June 1964

1. Source is Ukrainian,aged approxs00,in March 1964 arrived from
SHCHYRETS? , r-nPUSTOMYTY,obl, LVOV to ROCHESTER,H.Y. where she joined for
good her husband and two sons.

Prior to her emigration to the States Source worked in the
coltective farm of SHCHYRETS' ,had a small household plot as any other
"kolhospnik!, went often to LVOV as she did some "speculation' there, and
received parcels from her family ip Rochester,ii.Y,

Source is quite an inteliigent woman,of mixed - half peasant,half
tovmfolk stock, quite willing to talk but cautﬁ%s with names and other
details, She was ipterviewed by Dr P. on 18 Apr 1964 in Rochester,le¥e

Arrangments for her emigration were made through Kowbasniuk-

Agency of NYC and all proceadings lasted for about 1 year,
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1, SHCEYRETS', r-n PUSTOMYTY, oblast LVOV
Till 1963 the town wag a rayon center,liow it has only silrada wnlus
1 militia mane.lhere is also a small military garrison but Source was unable
to say anything about it beside the assertion that most soldiers were
Rus:.ian,

SHCEYRETS! has a distinetly Ukreinian population and character. <There are
only a few RPussians in administration- and party apparatuse There are nractically
no Jews and roles except for the chairman of the coliective farm who is a Pole

and a good man,
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Director of the & grasdes school is Itussian, so is director of the library.

All subjects are taught in Ukrainian but PBussian is obligotary.

Collective fam

o

The husbandry in the collectlve farm is very bad. Eesponsible_for that
are ¥k outhorities ( the state) not the people in kolhospe Too many changes
of agricultural directives and plans, <hus, in 1962/63 the state ordered

to cultivate. pulse end msize but the soil for the latier was completely
unsuitable in Shchyrets-recion. No wonder that when farmers cultivated corn

they had had much better ylelds.

Another handican in kolhosps,in general and not oily in Shehyrets, is lack
£ i) o o ) b

oi young peonle wiliing to work. ALl try to get to factories and move to

.. - . H .. . -
large cities. In ooulce ¢ opinion apricultural worlt has been sc nuch
) s [}

disliked that she doubted il many ;eople would agree to keep thelr farns in
.

case tlie coliective iarm should be disbanded. o one s.oms to be enthusiastic

about working in the countryside (in collective farms) doing any kind of

-

farming. Despite all the recent restriction on registration in cities some

K

people managed to gelt there from the countryside.




Factories

Shehyrets' has also a sowmill and a gless factory.iAverage wages bthere
amount up ©o R 100e~ which are in no comparigon to much lover earnings in
coliective farm.

Hospitals

There is o small hospital and a Rail licad Infirmary.Source named two
physicians from the hospital: Dr BYSIKO,fnu,Ukrainian and Dr SIKULAS,fnu ,Ukrainian.

19¢2 authorities closed the church in SHCHYRETS', and people go now to the
church in GSTHIV,near Shchyrets. In Jource's opinion responsible for that
was aiso Hev YANILAK,fru himself who did not strongly enough pretest against

closure. He 1s a weakling, "soft", a completely dif erent man than former

fgv STAIGIURSKYT who was in Shchyrets till 1956, The later had many
with his ovm superiors and finally had to move to Lvov,.

His successor failed even to secure psrochial residence Tor himself and lived now
in a small hute IHev YANIAK was very subservient to authorities and actus
they had no dif:iculty in closing the church,

After the closure of the church authorities asked peonle to remove all

eligious items from the church, They were roing to convert it into some

premisfes, Thefyopulation refused to. Individual wersons

1

rere called to silrada and pressed to remove religious objects but it didn't help

either. ‘he pecule'explainedithey coudn't do it because their wifes would beat
them upe ftev YANIAK instecd of keoping at least quiet told neople to foliaw
authorities! orde e did t sane 1in the case oi religious monuments at
roads when authoritics asked neople to renove them too. rebple refused %o

but then one ray all monuments cnd figures were found on the cemetery. AL1 were

very indignant about

hili,but still

T e

|« Stuic.




Presg and fHadio

read uszvally Wilna Ukreaina' of Lvove rroeticaliy no
papers nor listens to the Soviet radio.
sets and listen To forelgn broadcasus,
to Christmass iass in 1904. reople inform each other about what they
n broadcasts and in general talk much more and more frecly thaen
simply no more afraid of Sovieb police and the varty. The yemhers of
and wolice-informants are generally avoided, Feople complain

venly against the system, mostly at markets and in cueues.

ntinents

» very strong anti-Rus entinment in the populace and even
oiten shout at Russians ' why don't you finsliy go home',
Ehrushchev personslliy is not being attacked , on the
being described as the ons
any., otalin 1s now rarely
/
stalin's monument was reroved one night fronm

witihoud Qny e:}:’\lL nati on, )

neral comviction ng peovple incl, tue youlh That the

such byt Ruscians in gensral

are responsible for that. "fhe Huscians should go home and leave us alone,
1 o

wing  about the satellites and respective

comparisons wit

snatiuye need
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only thon suoypulls

to Lvov and obher
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Peacple are very criticsl of the&»;uégﬁf%gggbpenly commlain asa
¥ p GliAT : T -
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*hey try to boycott all lin@ of ol icisl celebrationsz and there ig rermariably les

pressure on narvicination in various public psrades +than it has been 5 or

moreover 10 yeadrs aro. Iwen school ciildren are now being: less engared for
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iopeel., In Lvov one

can buy practically all b 8581y agle f tufi's and consumer goodss

_s

All trade in "American stuffs" is being conducted in specral s

1 i b Tyt b 1 L
"barakhovka (mariet) . Prices at "baralkhovia® are igher

i

ly located ( in Levandovia). +he entrance fee to "barakhovial

17 kopesk,on narket 1

( from abyoad) B 20.-

creavest damand is for dars nat : for suits and dress
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There is much vith stripeg.
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