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MEMORANDUM FOR: SR/RR

SUBJECT	 Fire in Library of the Soviet-Ukrainian
Academy of Sciences

I. In a letter received in early June from a Canadian
citizen of Ukrainian birth, a Canadian university professor
who visited in the Soviet Union during the spring and early
summer of 1964, it was learned that on 24 ay, just two
days after he had visited in the subject library, there
was a fire in the library. This information was corroborated
in a small news item appearing on the last page of the 28
May 1964 Radyanska Kultura Which reported only that the fire
had taken place. Source of the news item was the Kiev
RATAY.

2, A Ukrainian emigre who travelled to the Soviet
Union in June of this year, reported that he was told by
Soviet Ukrainians with whom he talked that Russians were
responsible for starting the fire in the library. The
intention was to destroy important Ukrainian documents and
books. He said it was generally believed that all of
Mykhailo HRUSHEVSKY's writings were lost in the fire which
lasted for 36 hours because, according to reports, the
fire fighting brigade deliberately sabotaged their own.
efforts.

3. Source of the foregoing is Project AERODYNAMIC
from subsources as described above. Although untested,
it is believed that both subsources are "probably reliable."
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