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Qescripjg Age 33
_ height 5t7%
weight 160 lbs. - ' Lo
hair dark broun, receeding &t the sides, combed stralght back,
description of face: Brown eyes, nose longer: than normal, dark
complection, no scars,eara cloge’ to head, RN
. appearan R '
Pargonal Ehamunteptatidﬁj' Woara sovlel made- clothes, woll tailorad, dark blue
sult, black shoou, pﬁ}ple socks, gmokes ecvlet cigarrettus, has soviet 1ightor,

Porsonal data° Mayried hag Hg c g;gg speaks Russian and Armenlan, membor |
,h_ggljggzgxxmmggggtwggrty, went to schoo 1. in Armenia, has status of an aspirant
when he returns to the USSR will write his th981s and. bccome a’ candldate°

First contgct. First contact was made on Thur day Octs 15, 1964 duringla reception
hold in the mens faculty lounge in Columbia ‘University.. The subje s.present
togather with ‘tho othor soviet students on exchange in Columbia’ University. I
approached ‘the subjost when ho wag baving a conversation with a Runslen epeaking -
porsons - ( this Muoplan I saw bofora at a performance ‘of the Leningrad Kirov Ballet)
They ware having a dlisoussion about the role of the communlot’ party in the government
of the Soviet Unlon. When the toplc cama" ‘around to elections, I asked M who elected .
Stalin, He said that that is a very daifficult question to- answer ‘and that ho would
talk to mae. about that later. He then went on to explain to me that during the regime.
of Stalin everything was in the hands of one man, And that Stalln could have his |
way in.anything he wanted. Then the Russian went away and I was left alone with
M, I asked him how he liked Columbia University, and what were his: impressions

of New. Yor?. He said that Columbia was a very fine schodl and'fhat"he enJOJGd
his stay. He said that N.Y. is quite dirty, but that he thlnks,

Togicgg Aftor the prellmnnnry diacunaiona we ware approached by\a Ukrainian thtf: 7
man, Mre Labunka I introduced them. and 1t soems ‘that M, knew Labunkas wife, from .. .
qomo of hid olnw:os. Labunkn atazted a. dlscuqaion with. M about the etudent e\ohang

. Student oxchanra. Lo asked M. how come there were 28 soviot students in Amorlca o
-and -only 2/ American. students in the USSR, M, said that the US government decided -
the figure and sent only 24 Americans to' the USSR, L. said that thﬁs was not true,
and said that the Soviet government was responsible. They argued this piont for . -
soma. time, each saying that he was qualified to discuss the issue.’ The arguement ws
was left unresolved, I asked M. if I could study in Kiev.or Lviv.as'a exchange S
student M. said yes, L. said that there:is no-stident in Kiev right now and that =
the last time thore was a student in Klev was in 1962, L. dald that.the government . [
aid not. send atudontn to Kiev bocause. there 10 .a shortage of. houn{ng in the oity. .. P&
M. d1d not ‘reply to this. I asked M. how ho go t to bo.n exchange atudent ho cald R
- that thore was a call for volunters to study in the ”United utates' ho volunterd -
and . was accqpted : : - ‘ : o ‘s

jRu331an 1nst1tute ‘ ' - ’ Co ERE b
1l wanted ‘to know why the Ru031an institute vas called the Russ;an institute and '.2;3; 5t
"and somethlng else, he said thag’ the Soviet Unlon is not Ru331a, and that 1t is ;'ail

wrong ‘to confuse the two, he said that Ruasia is on&y one of the Republico of tha';:[

USSR and that he as an Armenian is insuldted by this fact. He. aaid that the idea -
of Russia and the USSR belng the same 1a a mideonception hold in' Amerioa in : 'w~j
the Y8R nobody recnrda this an boinc:the‘cnae., I naid bhat ir’ﬁg[iﬁﬁ ng tho

: L e SRR s s ﬂl. ’




truth I am very Elad. L. said that he (M ) was‘a;onp andkfhau the misconception
starts at home, L. clted Stalin for helpér his speech thanking the Russian poople
for the part they played in winning the second world war. L. sald that the Russian
people set the tone in the USSR, and the other nationalities are just there in name
only. M. sald this is not true, he said that all the nationalities are equl , and
that he understands the problems of the nationalities af the USSR ‘very well and
does not thlnk that there exists a problem of Ru531an cbauvanlsm 1n the country.
”usslflcation L. said that his fathor works on a collective farm in tho Ukraine.
L. said that last year his father was run over by a tractor driven. by ‘a man who -
vas a Russian. L. wanted %o know what a Russlan was doing driving: a tractor in
Westarn Ukraine, M. said that a man could work wherever he vanted to in the USSR,
L. said that this not the reason that the man was working in the /Western Ukraine.
L. said that the man was resettlod to the Ukraine to help Russify Weutern Ukrains.
M. said that this was nongense. I asked M why there are Russian. papers in the |
' Ukraine, and 1f there are Ukrainlan papers in Russial M. said. that' ‘there aree Le

said that this was not true, M. said that L. is right. M. said that there id no ned [

need for Ukrainian books #» or newspapers in the Russian republlc, ‘because the

Ukrainians in the RSFSR could order these papers ro%,Kiev and have them sent :
over. Le asked if the Russians in the UkSSR gould“¥4b this, order books from Moscow,
and h&ve them sant to the Uhraine. M. did not. anﬁwer. '

' Ukralnlan nationalism, M. asked L. when he came to. the US. L. said in 1044 he)qﬁ-j‘il2

left Ukrdines Mo then sald that Legleft with the Germans, L. sald thnh M. was
accusing him of collaboratlion with ¥he Gormana, M. said that he did not mean that.
L. askod him how old did he think he lookod. M. could not guesss Li sald that he
left ‘the Ukraine he was only 17 years olde M. said that many of thae peoyle who left

vere actlve collaboranis of the Germans. L. said that he was tqo young to be a
'German supportera. S ' ' L

Politlcgl pﬂe pgisonerﬂ, One of the men- standlng next to us talking wlth
another soviet student, said a Joke about the Russians oupportlng Robert Kennedy.
I said that I knew a joke about two prisoners in %h a slave camp.. After I told the
Joke My cald that it wasn't true becauss 1t dld not pertain to the facts of Soviet
lifae today. He sald that there are mno political prisonors in the USSR today. L, .. -
- sald that ttds 1o not true. This aﬂprtad ‘an arguement, M, sald no and: L._uaid yese

Mo - sald that thore was a general amnesty for politlcal prisoners-a few’ Years ago - -
and now there are no prisonera except spys, by spys he means people who ‘recieve. .
monay for unreadlng antl soviet propaganda."l stayed out of th e arguement

Conclu31on. L., sald that he had to go, and M. said that he was g01ng w;th hﬁs
friends ( exchange studets 1o the two. gujtars; restaurant ) Lo said that he could

contact hls wifa anytime in class and maybe thay' could meet again- someday. I said uf””ég

that it was very interesting talking to-hin and mqybe we could meat again someday.f"”:f
,bh sald yes, and left. REA : i




