29 January 1965

REPORT OF MEETING BETWEEN AECASSOWARY/29 AND
MYKHAILO LEVISHCHENKO

7~ o
SUBJECT :  Mykhailo LEVISHCHENKO :K
DATE OF MEETING : 22 December 1964

PLACE OF MEETING: Montreal, Quebec, Canada, in the Coffee
House of the Sheraton Royal Hotel
(0915 to 1155 Hours)

1. The Subject was in Canada with a group of prominent
Soviet Ukrainians., His Visa was delayed (according to Subject)
so he was not in New York when the group visited there. After
joining the eroup in Canada, the Subject sent word to Dr. Maria
KLACHKO{ that he would like to see her. The
invitation first cale to KLACHKOvia a telepheone call from an
unidentified member of the Ukrainian Delegation at the United
Nations. She also received word of Subject's desire tn meet
with her in a telephone call from Volodymyr LEVITSKY
.During KLACHKO's meeting with the Subject in Montreal, he _
expressed a desire to talk with a representative of AEBEEHIVE,
(See report of KLACHKO contact with Subject, dated 20 January
1965). After much deliberation by A/2, 29 and 17, it was '
decided A/29 would go to Canada to meet with Subject. KLACHKO
was asked to notify the Subject that he would be given the
opportunity to talk with someone from A/2's group but she was
not told who it would be. She was merely given a first name
to transmit to the Subject and to tell him he would be tele-
phoned at his hotel in a day or two. A/29 went to Montreal
on 21 December and telephoned the Subject at his hotel about
9 a.m, the following morning., They made arrangements to meet
in the Coffee House of the Sheraton Roval in 15 minutes. A/29
told the Subject he would be waiting for him in the restaurant

and would recognize him. Actually, they met on the street opposite

the hotel and walked to the restaurant together.

2, Tollowing brief amenities, A/29 took the initiative
by asking the Subject whom he represented and his reason for
requesting the meeting. The Subject said he was a representative
of the Ukrainian Society for Cultural Contacts with Ukrainians
Abroad, in which organization he holds the pesition of Senior
Secretary. He sald he is directly subordinated to Yuri SMOLYCH
whose deputy is Mykola TARNAVSKYY ﬂ;lThe Subject
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said his organization was not affiliated with or included in any
other organization or institution. When asked to elaborate,

he said that the Society for Cultural Contacts with Ukrainians
Abroad was only a citizens' organlzation and not a governmental
institut1on. It was organized by Ukrainians previously employed
with the Berlin Committee for Return to the Homeland and that
it is be1ng financed by "Ukrainian Trade Uniens." The
Committee in Moscow is concerned with Russians, Belorussians
and other Soviet emigres but it does not include Ukrainians .
and is not affiliated with SMOLYCH's organization. The SMOLYCIl
organization is not subordinated ta,the Moscow Committee nor

to Kateryna KOLOSOVA's krainians Society for
Cultural Contacts with Foreign Countries. (In report dated

30 December 1964: Viktor CHERNYAVSKY, 2nd Sec'y, Ukrainian
permanent mission to the U, N, told KLACHKO that Subject's
organization was a "segment'" of KOLOSOVA's organization, and
that the latter was directly subordinate to the Ukrainian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.) KOLOSOVA's organization, accord-
ing to the Subject, is a separate parallel organization whose
task it is to develop and cultivate cultural contacts with

all foreigners. 1In reply to who actually was in charge of
SMOLYCH's organization the Subject said it was someone in the
CC CP Ukraine but he did not know the name of the individual.

3. When the question of what he had to tell A/29 was
brought up, the Subject tried to place the initiative for the
meeting on KLACHKO but finally admitted that he wanted to
talk with a "competent" representative of A/2 but that he
realized the meeting would be very informal, unofficial, a
casual conversation involving no negotiations. His reasons,
in general, for wanting to talk with a representative of
AEBEEHIVE and A/2 were ms follows:

a., AEBEEHIVE publications and political activities
are closely followed in Kiev, 1In the opinion of Ukrainians in
Kiev AEBEEIIIVE has made remarkable progress toward understanding
of realities in the UkSSR and world problems in general.
AEBEEHIVE's attitude toward war and peaceful coexistence for
instance is appreciated., However, there are too many con-
clusions not yet fully reached. The first step has been taken
and he wanted to know whether it would be followed up by the
next step. Asked what he meant by the next step and what it
was that was desired from the Ukrainian emigration. the Subject
listed the following points:

(1) To widen and deepen the positive policy toward
the UkSSR. To support the UkSSR in a manner similar to the
Progressives in the United States and Canada. Of course, he




said, he would not dare suggest placing A/l and other nationalist
organizations on the same level with the Progressives because

he realized they (nationalists) would never become pro-Communist,
What he meant was that a positive attitude should be taken

toward the Communist Ukraine by those who are not Communist

themselves. '

(2) To learn firsthand about the real situation
. in the Ukraine today and to develop true cultural exchanges with
Soviet Ukrainians, '

(3) As a logical sequence to widening present
policy, to stop attacks against the UkSSR and the Soviet system.

- (4) " Inform the world in a positive and objective
manner about the UkSSR, its achievements and its people.

(5) To join the present positive current of
reorientation of the emigration toward the UkSSR, He added
the comment that the new current of reorientation was so strong
that ABBEEHIVE will be left behind if it fails to join in,

4, The last comment prompted A/29 to start laughing. He
reminded the Subject that ironically it was Ukrainians in Kiev
who liquidated Ukrainian ministries and that emigres are pro-
testing this act; It was the emigration and not Kiev whicg
was demanding diplomatic relations for Kiev with the West; by
publishing the DIGEST OF THE SOVIET UKRAINIAN PRESS the
emigration and not Soviet Ukrainians were informing the world
about the situation in the UkSSR, At this point A/29 said
he would like to know what positive changes would be made in
Kiev policy which would be conducive to the development of cul-
tural exchanges with the emigration, Without those basic changes
in the nationality policy A/29 said he could see no prospects for
“cultural exchanges'" with the emigration,

S. According to the Subject there was no room for improvement
in basic policy. Such negative phenomenon as the use of the
Russian language in the Ukraine, neglect of Ukrainian schools and
culture, and Russification are to a great extent the fault
of those "wretched sheeg" (parshyvi vivtchi) among Ukrainians
who are not concerned with maintaining and enhancing assets of
the Ukraine., They promote Russification and neglect the Ukrainian
cuase. However, because of the freedom practiced in the Soviet
Union even these "wretched sheep' cannot be forbidden to speak
Russian, read Russian language books and send their children to
Russian schools, It depends on the Ukrainian people to exercise
pressures to eliminate the influences of such "wretched sheep."
"Come to the Ukraine and see for yourself how complicated things




are, . We cannot force people to speak Ukrainian on the streets..."
A/29 said it wasn't a question of forcing people to use the
Ukrainian language instead of Russian but a matter of creating
conditions which permit the use of the Ukrainian language in
Ukrainian educational institutions, in Ukrainian governmental

and party organizations and administrative establishements and

in Ukrainian industrial enterprises, A/29 reminded the Subject

of the Conference on the culture of the Ukrainian language which
took place in Kiev in 1963 and enumerated some of its resolutions,
The Subject said that a lot was belng done as a result of the
Conference but he was not able to cite any specific examples.

He could only comment that Ukrainian writers in Kiev were
criticizing each other for "Russicisms” (Russian influences in

the Ukrainian language). He said he was personally acquainted
with DAVYDENKO-ANTONOVYCH who severely chides Ukrainians who do
not write in Ukrainian, He said there is no official Russification.
The Subject said he attended the Cultural Conference on several
occasions and witnessed three thousand, or perhaps more, partici-
pants displaying great interest in Ukrainian culture. He

assured A/29 that things were quite all right and there was no
need for any policy changes.

6. A/29 told the Subject that he could see the Subject
has much to learn about the true situation in the Ukraine. He said
it is the obligation of the intelligentsia to be well informed.
Subject's response was "So what do you want us to do?" _

7. A/29 told the Subject that although his group would
never change, their “position of seeking an independent Ukrainian
state, they:swould welcome and support any positive moves made by
Ukrainian Communists which would benefit the Ukrainian people.
They would like to see genuine Ukrainians in the Ukraine interested
at least in their own welfare and the welfare of the Ukrainian
people. Here A/29 enumerated some ideas for Kiev to implement:
(a) Efforts toward real partnership with the Russian people in
place of the present Ukrainian position of "younger brother";
(b) Efforts to condemn the concept of amalgamation of nations;
(c) Condemnation of Russification; (d) Establishment of diplomatic
relations with the West}; (e) Efforts tc enhance the status of the
Ukrainian CP and of the UkSSR, ,

8. The Subject said he did not see the problems cited by
A/29, In his opinion the Ukrainains are quite happy with things
as they are. He said he was not in a position to comment on many
of the points mentioned. He could only repeat his previous state-
ments to the effect that present shortcomings are being corrected
and A/29 can be assured that improvements are being made in favor
of Ukrainians. There are no real grounds for the changes suggested
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by A/29, They would only strain relations with the Russian
pecple, and besides the Ukrainians have no desire for separation
from Russia, Things are not as bad as A/29 imagines them to be.
The Russians helped to liberate the Ukrainian people and gave
them substantial support in reconstructing the Ukraine after WWII,
AT present there are many Ukrainians in office in the Kremlin,
This is their understanding of gartnership. ‘There is no need
for any basic changes in Ukrainian relations with Russian
Communists and the Russian people, The problems are rather
complex and require more thought, The Subject said he would
discuss the problems with his friends and his superiors in the
Ukrainian Society for Cultural Contacts with Ukrainians Abroad
but he felt their opinions would not differ with his, He added
that he was not in a position ("incompetent") to deal with such
purely political topics since he and the Society are interested
only in cultural affairs. A/29 replied that aside from the fact
of how apolitical "cultural matters"” are in the Soviet Union he
is surprised to hear that the Subject is so "incompetent" and

he wondered if there are any '"competent' Ukrainian at all. He
added that it appears there is more to be gained by talking to
Russian Communists as they are always "competent" in all matters --
Russian and Ukrainian., The Subject then asked A/29 whether he
talks with Russians. A/29 did not answer the question but went
on to say that the Russians always seem to know what they are
talking about, that they truly are elder brothers, The Subject
interrupted A/29 to say that the Ukrainian emigres should talk
with Ukrainians because Soviet Ukrainians too are "competent",
they are brothers to the Ukrainian emigres.

9, A/29 commented that Ukrainians talking to Ukrainians
certainly provided a basis for discussions of common problems, in
spite, of tﬁeit differences of opinion and that his group was
alwayﬁ ready to do something good for the Ukrainian people, As he,
A/29, appraises the present situation there are two lines along
which the future of the Ukrainian people could develop; i.e,,

(a) either they will enhance, their pgaitions and move to further
self-assertion and real parthership with the Soviet Union (or
even Rerhaps outside the Soviet Union in the final result), or
(b) there will be further stagnation of the present situation
with the final reductioen of Ukrainians to the status of Russian
Bavarians or Scotts, with embriodered shirts and sharavary
ébaggy pantaloons) as the last smybol of Ukrainian provincialism,
he present policy of Moscow and Kiev evilently if following the
second line <At SSO-noindgmy and he would like to know where
the Subject stands., The Subject flushed and stated quite emphaticall
that he would always follow "our party's" line., '"What is wrong
with the present status of the Ukraine and why do you think it
cannot remain the same for the future? I told you we do not want
any basic changes, We shall only make improvements," A/29
replied that if that were so then there were no common problems
to be discussed on the basis of one Ukrainian talking to another.

i
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The Subject sald that even this question should be discussed
in greater detail and that hewuld be glad to continue the
conversation later in the afternoon, He said he had some
unavoidable business to attend to and arrangements were made
to meet again at 1630 hours the same day.

10, The afternoon meeting took place in the Villa Marie
Restaurant from 1630 to 1905 hours, A/29 started the conversa-
tion by saring he wondered whether the Subject was now more
"competent” and changed some of his previous opinions or whether
they would simply have to part with a statement borrowed from the
English, "We agree to disagree,'" The Subject reiterated his
intentions to stick te the party line which he was sure would
never change in the direction outlined by A/29, The latter
commented that even seo far as they could recall the party line.
had changed many times and no one knows what the future had in
store, and besides, the Subject must have some of his own
"personal opinions apart from the party line. The Subject
remained silent,

11. A/29 asked the Subject what he thought about diplomatic
relations between Kiev and Western capitals. Somewhat reluctantly
the Subject replied that he personally was for establishment of
diplomatic relations but evidently the West was not and that
besides the time was not ripe for such a move, He said he was
certain, however, that should the need for diplomatic relations
arise, they would be implemented. A/29 commented that the
Subject remained psychologically Stalinist because of his unwilling-
ness to go even one step beyond the official party framework,
This, A/29 said, wade him rather unhappy because he was inclined
to see in it portents of eventuv] return to Stalinism., The
Subject categorically denied the possibility of return to
Stalinism in any form, He was certain the latest changes in the
Kremlin were for the best., He foresaw no basic changes in the
nationality policy (c/o note: in the Subject's conversation
with Dr, Maria KLACHKO eh commented that a new nationality policy
was expected to be announced in about 2 months and he expected
there would be improvements) because there was nothing much wrong
with the present policy. There were only remnants of the past
to be removed., In the Subject's opinion, BREZHNEV and SHELEST
and PODGORNYY are ge-od Ukrainians concerned with the welfare of
the Ukraine,

12. A/29 remarked that if BREZHNEV and company and the
Subject were really concerned about the Ukraine they in the
emigration would like to see evidences of this concern., Ue said
it was far too difficult to believe in view of such incidents as,
for example, the case of arson in the library of the Ukrainian
Academy of Sciences in Kiev, To add insult to injury, those in
Kiev didn't even publicize the incident, This, in A/29's opinion,
was an example of common points of interest on which Soviet’
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Ukrainians and Ukrainian emigres could have acted together - by
protesting in the entire world against such a barbaric act, The
Subject became quite excited and denied that the fire was
deliberately aimed at destruction of Ukrainian cultural treasures.
According to him it was an accident, the fault of a deranged
employee in the library, He sald the employee was wounded in the
head during WWII when he served with the Soviet Army., During
his employment in the library he had occasional "attacks" and
was quite impertinent in his relationships with other employees
and his superiors. He sufferred from & persecution complex and
was particularly hostile to his superiors. He hid himself in
the library that night and started the fire. The Subject said he
could not remember his name but said the man was sentenced to ten
years in prison, This information appeared in KIEVSKA PRAVDA,
A/29 inquired as to why the man was in possession of chemicals.,
The Subject said he had no chemicals., All he had was some
phosphorus and anyone can be in the possession of phosphorus,
In reply to A/29's question as to who he was, the Subject said
the man was a Ukrainian and that A/17 ought to know this anyway,
The Subject then accussed A/17 of perverting facts in the foreign
press and that this was no way to help his brother Ukrainians,
A/29 said that it was precisely in this way that they were. going
to help their fellow Uﬁrainians and also in such cases as the
destruction of the Shevchenko stained glass panel in the
University of Kiev, The Subject flushed, jumped up from his
chair and demanded what panel? It is not true, how do you know
about it? A/29 saild that just as the Subject discussed with him
the incident of the fire in the Ukrainian Academy of Sciences lib-
rary so there were cthers who told about other incidents. There
was also the press, The Subject countered with, "That is not
. true, Whoever tells you such things is a bad Ukrainian.,” A/29
asked whether this meant that the Subject too was a bad Ukrainian
,since he talked about the library fire. '"Jokes aside, where did

',f'difu ou hear about this? From your so-called underground? A/29:
»ﬂiﬁﬁeither did I, How:much education did the employee who set the

library on fire have? The Subject said he didn't know but he
could find out for A/29. He said he lived in Kiev for many years,
that he was born in Kiev and knew the city very well but he had

- heard nothing about destruction of the stained glass panel in the
Kiev University. A/29 stated that this meant that it was not the.
emigration but the Subject who was in need of becoming familiar
with realities in the Ukraine. The Subject then said he could
assure A/29 of one thing and that was that there is no underground
in S?g ?Fgaine. A/29 merely said, "I did not say there is one,

or !

13, A/29 asked the Subject to tell him what actually was
being done in Kiev to change things for the better. The Subject
repeated the old line about much being done, things were being
corrected, improved, etc, As for what they have in mind con-
cerning the emigration, they plan to pay more visits to the West,
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to encourage emigres to visit the UkSSR, keep Ukrainians from
completely being assimilated into and lost in their new
environments by sending them books and increasing cultural
contacts of Soviet Ukrainians with Ukrainian emigres. The
Subject said he believed Ukrainian emigres want increased
cultural contacts with Soviet Ukrainians and the Soviets plan
to meet with this desire. A/29 commented that he still didn't
know why the Subject requested this meeting and what was
expected of his group, Subject's reply to this was that since
A/29 reads SVIT I MY (The World and We) he is familiar with -
BILYNSKYY's position of which they (Soviets) approve and that
this was the position they would like AEBEEHIVE to take. A/29
laughed at this and said that this would only be a beginning
and that there undoubtedly would be second, third and fourth
steps requested. The Subject said he was very serious,
"Bilynsky follows the right 1line", and asked A/29 what the
emigration desired from Soviet Ukrainians,

14, Demands enumerated by A/29 were:

a. The ceasing of attacks against "bourgeois
nationalists."

b. Releasing of Ukrainian prisoners., Asked to give
the names of specific individuals, A/29 mentioned ZARYTSKA,
daughter of a famous mathematician. (References to her had
been made in the Eress). The Subject at this point asked
whether it would be all right for him to take some written
notes, A/29 said he did not mind, A/29 repeated demands noted
in para 7 of this report, He added that the Subject might also
suggest to SHELEST to place the responsibility for crimes against
the Ukrainian people on KHRUSHCHEV's shoulders. The Subject
then commented that this was all political and that he was not
in a position (not competent) to demand fulfillment but that he
would discuss the points enumerated by A/29 with the presidium of
“the Society for Cultural Contacts with Ukrainians Abroad, However,
even the Society is not in a position to fulfill the demands as
it is concerned merely with cultural contacts. He added that
A/29 could address the demands directly to the Soviet Government.
Scanning the notes he made in his notebook, the Subject said
"This is revolution., Do you want us to start a revolution?"
A/29 replied, in jest, that Kiev had better leave revolution up
to Moscow which has acquired quite a bit of experience in
revolutions,




15, In talking about Ukrainian emigre literature, the
Subject said that he reads the INFORMATION BULLETIN, As to his
appraisal of the BULLETIN, either it is good in the beginning
and bad in the end or vice-versa. He also said he reads
SUCHASNIST and has seen other publications published by A/29's
group, His comment was that some were not too bad, others
very bad., He said he had not read DOCUMENTS OF UKRAINTIAN
COMMUNISM about which A/29 asked him, He asked A/29 to mail it
along with other interesting publications., A/29 promised he
would and asked the Subject if he in turn would mail to him
copies of the newsapper VECHIRNYY KIEV or other local newspapers
and fublications. The Subject said he was sorry but that it is
forbidden to mail local publications,

16. The Subject said he was disappointed in what A/29
had to tell him because he told him nothing more than could
be found in emigre publications., He expected from A/29 an
approach more positive to Soviet Ukrainians. A/29 replied that
the emigration has gone far enough in its attitude toward the
Ukrainian Republic and that it was Kiev's turn to meet some of
the demands of Ukrainians in the emigration, The Subject then
said that he expected his colleagues reaction to emigre demands
would be similar to his but he promised to present the demands as
outlined by A/29 to governmental authorities, He recommended that
A/29 should also present them directly to the government.

17, A/29 inquired about V, KUK and M. MATVIYEYKO., The
Subject said he didmt know them personally but that he knew
KUK was working in a clerical capacity in the Kiev State Archives,
When A/29 1nqu§red whether people like KUK and MATVIYEYKO would
be permitted to visit friends and relatives in the West the Subject
said he was not in a position to answer the question but he
personally doubted whether they would care to travel abroad
even if just for a visit, He could not say whether Western
visitors in the UKSSR would be permittedto talk with either of
the two men, That would have to be decided by proper authorities
at the time the request was made,

18, As far as the rehabilitation of Soviet Ukrainian writers
of the 1920's was concerned, the Subject assured A/29 that
there are many people working toward that %oal at present, He
felt certain that some of the writers, as for example M,
KHVYLOVYY will never be rehabilitated, When A/29 accused Soviets
of silencing information about the Conference on the Culture of
the Ukrainian language which todk place in Kiev in 1963, the
Subject said it was not true because there was an article about
it in THE UNIVERSITY HERALD. A/29 said he felt the event merited
‘some space in the national press. The Subject said he agreed
but that the entire affair was neglected by those "wretched sheep."
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A/29 then asked the Subject why he didn't do something about
it, He could have written a letter to RADYANSKA UKRAINA,
LITERATURNA UKRAINA, or some other publication, or his organiza-
tion could have done something about it. All the Subject would
say is that they did not think about it at the time. He
promised to send A/29 a copy of THE UNIVERSITY HERALD if he
could find it., A/29 said the Conference on the Ukrainian
Language in Kiev was of mutual concern and that Soviet
Ukrainians and Ukrainian emigres could help each other by
publicizing such eyents abroad. Certainly the Russians would
have given good covérage to an equivalent event in Moscow. The
Subject said he and his organization are concerned with the
emigration and that they do not closely follow all events in
the Ukraine.

.19, A/29 brought up the subject of the murder of Stepan
BANDERA, The Subject said he could understand 29's interest
in the death of Lev REBET but why should he be concerned about
BANDERA, A/29 said it was a strange statement for the Subject
to make since BANDERA was a Ukrainian patriot and A/29 would
be concerned about the murder of any Ukrainian, even about
the Subject since the Subject too is a good Ukrainian,

20, The Subject was asked about the demotion of
SHCHERBYTSKYY., He said the latter was deposed not for political
reasons but because he was ill and unable to work for many
months, According to the Subject, the writer Volodymyr M,
SOSYURA was very ill (note: SOSYURA died since, on 8 January
1965); O. KORNIYCHUK is highly respected and quite active in
civic affairs, In Subject's opinion, to date there is no one
equal to the late M, RYLSKYY, KHRUSHCHEV was removed from his
post because he was old, i1l and because he had made some
mistakes but the Subject could not give any specific examples.
He was not strong enough anymore to bear the burden of the
affairs of state,

21, Insofar as the Soviet Chinese conflict is concerned,
the Subject said it was a real conflict, He hoped the Chinese
would soen change their position which would lead to a
reconciliation.

22, The Subject was reluctant to talk about himself, He
did tell A/29 that he was born and raised in Kiev. He studied
journalism at Kiev University., He worked for a while for the
Kiev radio station, He is married to a Russian and has two
sons, (note: He told Dr. Maria KLACHKO that he had one son,
age 15), Subject said he served in thg Army as a major. He
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admitted to having travelled to Paris and to Italy but he
refused to say when. The Subject said he has a weak heart
and does not drink or swoke., He likes milk and fruit juices,
At one point during the conversation the Subject said he had
ulcers but later denied the fact,

23, The Subject promised to write A/29 at his AEBEEHIVE
address about mid-January 1965 and send along a copy of THE
UNIVERSITY HERALD. (No word from Subject as of 22 January).
He said he would be happy to welcome A/29 in Kiev in the near
future, He said that unfortunately he was not "competent"
in the field of politics and would have to refer A/29's
questions to the government, Under the circumstances, since
A/29 is only concerned with politics, there was nothing much
he and Subject could tell each other, The latter said this
all depended on the Ukrainians in Kiev, It is their turn
to move in the proper direction,

24, A/29's assessment of the Subject: The Subject
is of average intelligence, and introvert with an inclination
to feeling depressed, He is (was) quite nervous but is able
to control himself and thinks before he speaks. e was some-
what uneasy during the conversation with A/29, particularly
during the afternoon discussion, He was quite modest which
A/29 felt was in line with his role of playing down his
status of competency in the field of politics.

Ai:;aported by A;;g




a8 Heeling of C with Lev on 22 Deg 196/ in lienbrsal, e, .Cenada
. ¢ J 2

-1 -

A: the Dofiee iicuse oif sheraton Roval Iotcl ' )

fron 09415 to 1le55 hre

1. Askod vhom ho represents and what ho has So %ell C,Lov replied +thi
ho 15 ¢ roproscutative of tls Ukralidan Sogloty fov Culturel Sonbocty with

Ukreinians Abroade His wosd, tlong senior (later on he alco used the tarm trogponsiblet

Bocretary of the Socicty, lis chief is FOLYCH,Yord, anl the blterts deputy is
TALLWALY Mylolae Lov 1s directly cubordinsted o SICLICH, He declinoed  that his

(Lov's) organization is attached to or includod inso any cther organization or
fumtitutione fglicd $o spocify onf this point  he strosced Shat the welaty vas o
only a citizens! orgenization and not a govermental incoitubion , It wns organisod
by Gireinicns ulio wexked ab one tine in the Berlin Gonridttee For I aturn To lomeland
and vag suing fipenced wntil now oy Ukirainisn Tradg uniom. The Soviet Connittee
in ibscow has nething 4o do with Lev"s or ravhor wwelyshls orsanications
Tho Ioseow Committec iu only for MussionsyBpdloru sinas ard oblier @ adgrecs buk
not Urrainionse
The i%ch's orgarization Is in ne way subordincted 4o Lo soviet Conritlice nor Lo
HCLOUSOVAYS  Uirednion Suviebty for Cultu ral Conbacts with Foreign Countrios,
EOLOG OVAYS orvponicotlon Lo a seporato narellel organization whose task
i1s %0 develop end culiivaie culbural consachs with gcrf\ LENCTI e
ighed who is actually bandling or supervising Juclychls orponisation

(‘!’:
A

ine vt he does rodt imow the

Lev caid thet sonoome  in the OC of tho
nena of respownive lndividuinl,
Az to what he had to tell O, oo aclunlly he axpiected O to tell him

scnathing,




stlen o ule dnvited vhany Lov tricd to tuwh

[&]

A% this peint arouse the qu

the mettor in such e way os though tho initinitive como frod Ur Kla  but shen

-

adritiod thet he himoclf wontad to soosaicons coampotent™fron lir Le OF course,

ta¥aX4

tialy "unofficisl®, aso ee. "$us

k.

he undepstands that this moobing 1o complotely i
an oscexional balk  ond not sy sort of nes omé nil,

Vidve o Pe Loor Prolos in povera and what

thy e vavtsd S0 se o
he hed to say was the fullowingt

They (in ¥iov) reod our publicafiions ond foliow u our B n1litic al cuivi_'lgs.

)

In theiv opinlon we znde o rann 1'Labl'“ progress Goward unferstonting of the really

n the Manine and some world problars as uclle They appreciased sfo1 instancey

1=

nocrdrbonee o Dut theve are otill nawy ,4o0 many

H
£
cr
<
{2e
g
¢ Y
[©]
[l
(9]

“
3
-l.s

o
o
(%)
e
"9
&
>
{~

ou

Youts" and unfibishsd concluskons. Ve mads firs: step but the second one did nob
followe Ile would Like to kmow if we were going 4o raka %his socond stame

2. volked vhat he neand "p; s
and anlgravion in geveral o do, Leov ronliods

a/ Above all to Mzden exd decpen cur popitive wolicy tovard tho Ulraindan

fopvklic? and Juet royfor inslencs, tholr progracssives

-

are doing in the Sthes ord Joneda. G course, ho wouldn't oven dove  cug: zosting
‘I'" nﬂ‘t 'U“ﬂ O'\‘? reyytt g o 1, iafe) 1 '1“ ~73 o _""" el Haln oy faTataslied ',' = \"P;" IaN<IERAN & Rate fota el ¢4
UL 1 . ) & "“'IJ DLaOr 1Y b.a.url«.. V] OI’CG.'LL. oNn ¢ TAS oo LETOL, g e '»./Je ./;.;-.‘ 85

.

and ho realizog that we nhcll noevar turn rre-con uwalet  but he on;.;‘ reant

‘a poeliive atditude %o the commmist Wireine on the nart of thono vho were

not comramist thempelvas ",

! o an Y. e
by To Loorn the oituation Ao

PR . RN X ST S
JyooaeTng chore telps o

K

detelosing Mrocl ' oo Lhveel awhonge with "Raainlon connlet,

0 ode S R T PERN SFUR R ) R T pay = o P,
c/ o oeen  oluacks astingt bho Lovict Vlmaine ond She Zoviet systenm

<)

>

vht wordd be only a loglecl soquence of "degpening and widens

BT ;,nu:" prescnt

VI .I

policy',




4/ To inforn in o posiiive,obiective roigners and
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Once or tulce he was released then re-employede On the nig[;t of the fire he
hid himself in the library and put it on fire.
What was his name ?- Lev did not kmow, Anyway he was sentenced to ten years,
The newabout the sentense was printed in "Kievska Pravda", _
lHow come he was in possession of chamicals ? Lev ¢ Uhat chemicals? He had only
phosphoruse Everyone can have phosphorus} |
Who he was ? Lev t Uprainian,yes, Urrainiand This should know Mr Prokopl Why
does ha'pervert thqtaotsﬁ in foreign press ? HOw can he do. such things? Is this
how you are going .to help us?
C replied that in such cases prbcisely so. Also in such cases as ,for
instance, the broken Panelvglass of Shevchenko at the Kiev University,
Lev flushed and alnost jumped of” his seat: What broken panel, this is
not true, vherse do you kmnow it from ¢ ’
C replied that Lev toldf him about the arson and there were many Levs,
nary good peoplep press,aso
| Lev: This is not true, those who tell you such things are very
bad Uprainians?Y
C1 Doe'as it mean that Lev is also a bad Ukrainian ?
Lev § Mo really, jokes asise, whare do you kmow it fram? From your so
called Underground maybe?
C 3 Is there an inderground in the Ukraine?
Lev ¢ I didn't say that, | )
C & Neither did I, So? What was the education of the empioyec who put
on fire the library? _ 14 |

Lev ¢+ I don't lmbnr, tut I can findAout for youe But really tell me vhere

Ten lmowThg'rE Egvomb‘;gan to ephasize ’chat he vas born in ljev, lived thers ior

) ) ': ot n 1
IlD.IJy yaars Imov VGI'y Well Kj oy but he I'Oall.y heﬂ rd no'b hing abou‘L a brOl on ¥ e e .
= - ' .

» s to geb
C replied that this was just another proof that mt/g%l,w -Lp %31

familiar wvith reality in the Uxrainee




Lev ¢ I can agssure you as to one thing ~ there is no Underground in the

- Ukrainee

C : I did not say there is one, or did I?

5« C wénted to know what in pality thgy - in Kiev - aore doing ob -
are planning to do "to chanfe things to the bebter", Lov repeﬁ'héd the old song
that they were doing much, improving, chrrecting aso,

What will thay (from Kiev ) do here in emigration? According to Lev they will
continue to nake tripé, to encourage to make trips to Ukraine, help Uirainians
against their assimilatiom, send books, cnserfles ees just asusial. He is sure
that miémtion vants to have cultural contacts with Ukrainian people and theay
- will meet its desix;eso |

- 6¢ C complained that he really did not kmow why Lev invited him
to come, Vhat do they want fram us? Pressed on this point L,mr replied s
Tou read ‘Svit I My" by Bilynskyl, I think » we all think his position is
right, Your orgamization should teke the same position, this would be the second
step I mentioned in the beglhrming."

Laughing, C asked whether this would be only "the second" followed by
third,fourth and subsequent steps ,or is the sepond ons to be fimal as welle

Lev ¢ No sariously, I mean it, Bllynskyl has the right line (f'pravylml
liniyu"), But tell me what you vant from us?

7. C emmerated our demands /‘:zs agreed upon with Mr L in advance /
beginning vith stopping atiacks against "bourgeois nationalists" ,release of
our prisoners asgce As to eventusl release of our prisoners Lev wanted to
knov vhom we wanted to be releaseds C mentioned ZARYTSKA and pointed out that
she was daughter of a fanous nathomoticiane Lev asked whether he could white
~dowm , C.sa:’z.d ho did not mind and added that he might also sug:esisd to Sheolest
to pub responsibility for evils done in the reeent past to Uyrainien people

on Khrushchevls shoulder, Lev noted everything dowm in his notebook composed

of a few leaves taken from his hotel.
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He turmed his head several times nai.lng comm ts 11156 that ¢ you want us
really to adnit you.f nationalist propagands to Ukrainep this is revolution;
that is against  baslv policy of our government aso,

At the omd Lav salds Tuis 1s pure polities, I am not canpetent but I shall
submit your demands to competent peoples I shal also discuss these problems at
the Presidium of our Sowiety but it 1s not able to handle those thingse We are
concerned only with cultural contacts and nothing slse, But you could also

direct your demands directly to our éovernment.

not
8o Referring to Khrushchev ,Leov sald that one should;\underasﬁimate

Krushohevt!s merits for Ukrainien peoplees C asked what in particular he meant.
Lev again replied in general : All vhat he has done fogr removing the cult
of persohality. This is of such a tremendous importance for all peeples of the
Soviet Unlon that nerits thelr wnreserved appreciations
9, Loocking again at his notes with the list of our demands Lev
remarked s But this is actually a real revolutions You want us to make revolutionms
C jokingly replied that not at all, they ( in Kiev i batter leave it for
those in MYoscow who in vecent years acquired quite an experience in staging
upheavals, |
| 10, As to the mu.rdei of Rebet and Bandera , Lec stuck to the
" reveleations " of Lippholz. Stashynskyl ? His answer 3 I believe what
sald Lippholz and you can believe Stashynskyls And we shall see who will be
righte )
11, After T"ascertaining" that C meembt a mdtigraphed bulletin Lev
sald that he reads our Infromation Bulleting Hi.f approisal 3 either you start

well in the begin-ing end finich badly at the end or vice~versa,

Lev reads also Suchosnigl and other publications of oure Domo are not

— M e e vmoge 3 T -5 y ’ s SO
bad some are very bade He has not read "Documents of Ulralnian Com unism',

Could C send it ,also other interesting publications ? v
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and . , # . B
Yasy pwhat he will send ? How about’ Vecherniy Kiev or some other local papers and

publications ? Lev's replyt Sorry, ]fcan"c send loeal papers, it's :’.‘orbiddén, I}zan't
do anything against the law,.

12, Referring agaln to our demandss vhat C told hinm is actually
a repetition of the sane staff we vrote in our bulietins and other publicaﬁons.
And he thought C would have something more to say , nore in the sense of mors

pogitive approach to Soviet Ukrainian peoples
in

C replied that in our view emigration went far enough its

LRURL S TR K l':‘,ﬁ'.lli".!;.-.'l "

attitude to the Uprainian Republic and it was thely turn in Kiev to do somsthing
to meet wishes and demands .of emigrations |

Lev - as he sees those problens - is sure that his zuddegmages colleagne
answer to our demands will be the sane as his (Lev's), Hevertheless, he will
submit all demends to the govermmental authorities, He thinke we should also
do it directly by presenting our demands to the Covermnment of the Upr SSR.

-

13, Lev does not kmow personally KUK MATVEYEYKO or mmther' former
loaders of UPA=OUN", He kmows that KUK has a clan‘.éal or some other job at
the State Archives in Kjeve He never met him, What MATVIYEYKO was doing he
did not know but certainly he was at large too,
Asked whether they — in Kiev = would allow people like MATVIYEYKO and KH K
to visit their friends or rolatives abroad Lev replied tlat it was not in his

‘competence, He personally doubted if MATVIYEYKO and KUK themselves would

like to travel abroads even for a visit,
C mentioned that MATVIYEYKO had his wife abroad, Levs W€ll, I really
am not competent in those mattars; He also, is not able to say whther someone frm

abroad could ssc them while tn the Ukraince 1 ose natiers would have been

- solved on the spot Ly proper authoritiase

l4e Ag to rehabilitation of Uprainian wrijers and poets of 1920's

lev assured that pany people were voblking now on them, lie could not

\ specify but ho is certaln &k as well thot not all could be rehabilitated,




In his view Khvylovyy ,for instance, will never be rshabilitated ﬁﬁihr.

-03 How about a partial rehabdlitatlion?
Lov ¢ I think gven a partial one ls imposfsible; at the present,
154 Lav on the Conference on Culturs of Ukrainian Language in Kiev of
Fgb 1263 ¢ this 1s not trué that Soviet Ukrainien press "silenced" the wholé
natter, There was an article about it in "The University Herald",
C:. Was 1% not such an important even®: that merited nentioning also in
the national press? ‘
Lev s Yes, of course, but "scabby sheep" neglected the whole matter;
C ¢t Why Lev personally did not protest agalnst such a neglect, vhy didn't
he vrite a lotiet to'Radvanska Upraina’) “He toraturna Ukraina’aso ?
Lev s I sinply did not hink about itf
C 1 How could overlook 3% his Smieﬁ?
/ Lov & we all @id not think about it$
Then;g;ade a.note abott "Nasha Kultura" of Warsaw in which there was a raport
on the conferences, Lov will try to get en examplar of "The University Herald" and
will send it to C.
C com:enting on "scably sheep" : Judging by what Lev sald they (scably
sheep) rust prevail over_'fhe'white onestin Uirainee
Lev t I cannot delyy that they are quite mmnerous but their nﬁﬁmber'
and influens: 4% dininishing, |
G s Why people like Lev :don't inform us about such events as the
Gonference ? This is something of mutual oconcern and we shouls help ‘each obher
% giviné; publiclity abroal to sueh eventss Can Lev imagine what a covornge
Pusuions would bave got in case samothing equivalent had hnppened in Hoscow ?
Lev & iiis Society and he personally afe concarned wibh emigration,
thay do not fol&xoﬂ?fall avents in the Ukraines
15. Why G wvas imterested in Bandera's death ? Tav .

S

!

i

" when ¢ would ask about REBET but about Bandera ?




Lev should realize that the murder of any Ukrairdan would concexrn G, When
- Cod forbid - Levishchenko would be kilied C would be also concernod
becuase thers would be ang;‘:%grainian 1955.
Lov ¢ Uhy should Be be killed o Hp did nothing wrong in his life Dyt ,of

course, one never knous , many innocent people were killoed.

16, According to Lev », SHCHERBYTSKYY was not deposed

ol "
Y LA LD B B

for any political reasons, He was ill and unable to work for nonths,
SMOLYCH is writing a book, Very busy. SO0SIURA - very 1lle KORNTZCHUK -
very bugy, highly respected, active also in civic 1life, Has a strong position o

So far there is no one that could be equal to late Rylskyys

17« Lov wvanted to Imow vhether O w:s with the UPAs C replied that it

dopendsoﬁ what e axactly moamt 3 if the movement - yes,

18, Why Kyrushchev was removed ? According to Lov bocause he was oldyill,
and nade some mistekes, Ct What mistakos ? Lev s he doesn't lmow cxactly, Hildta
was not strong enough to bear now the burden of state - affaire,

19+ Chinese - Soviet conflict ;3 in Lev's opinion it was a real one: also
at the presant but he hoped that izﬁ\lgu’cwe the Chinese wdll change theiy
position, Tpls might lead toe/z\reconciliation.' | Uirainian com:unlsts were right
in sup,orting Khrushehov snd the CC in %heir policy toward China, |

20, Lev about himself 3 ( wac very roluctont to bayk about hincelf and
. L
aslod 6 " why do you ask it aso, C had tc assure him that there w-s nothing

. -
obnoxdous in asldng vhethor Lov was in Fyranee or samcwhere elue )

Born and grew up in Kiev, studied jouwrnnlism at Kiev University, worked
for some time at Kiev Radlo, had many Iriends thore, married, has two boys,

hic wife is Rus-ian but reads Urainieny during the var served in tha army in tl




rank of major, made trips to Paris, France and to Italy. ‘efused to say
vhons Conmot drink nor mole, Has a wealk hearte Once mentioned that he also
suf’erod from ulears but lator on donied it. ~Likos mllk and julces. Does not

like moate

21, Md-Jamuary 1965 Lev will write C to Prolog "aboutyour demands™e
Hé will also send "The Upiversity Herald", Lev hopes that they will mect
sometime again in the future and he would be glad to wacome C in Kiave. |
Thatt's a pity C $mf only concerned with politics, ﬁev is not competent in
thoso matters but ho will fefer evarything to the governmant,
| But as the matters stand now - Lev ¢ntimied - "wo haWnot much to tell each
other", C replied that this depended on them - in Kiav, Kt's their twn

to make a move in proper direction,




~16-

~III-

ls In the conversatlon with C, Lev felt somevhat uneasy, Particularly
. . . &
in the afiernoon, Ho seams to be ®x quitb/\businesslike type,of average

‘ntellpgtnee , introvert,with inclination to depressive feclings,
Thinks before talks, Quite nervous bt knous hov to conbrol himself,
Acted like a modest nan what in this case vas pmdeddky in line with his method

of playing down his "gtatus of #corpetence ",




