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Vitaliy KOROTYCH .
(Hotes on tallks held March 3 to Marech 7, 1965 in Toronto)

Since their {first evening in Toronto, M and R were with K continually
for four days. They talked at dinner parties held by Toronto Ukrainians.
in hotel rooms, in restaurants, while taking long walks along the streets,
in subways and automobiles, at all times of the day and night, alone

and in ETOoUpS.,

General characteristics: K is nearly six feet tall, very slim, and

very strong (he used to be active in various sports, now merely keeps
in condition, by taking five-six mile walks daily). Ilis hair receded
noticeably in the last year or two, but it is stili very black, with no
traces of grey. He dresses casually, and says that his favorite attire
includes jeans, sneakers and sports shirt. This is how he usually dresses
in fiev and when he is on duty, the long white physician’s coat covers
nost of;ﬁis clothes. A €zech newspaper, rec ntly wrote that K is leaders

of Kiev's beatnike. This he mentions as a comment on his dress habits.

His moods’are“many. and he is able to change them on a very short
notice., o '

There is the K -- enfant terrible', who will jump up to reach the
ceiling, who will tumble on the floor or bed, or who wil: nlay with
one of his two jacknives,“thrmwinx then against the wall or furniture.
This K has to be told not to do some things, and sometimes he listens.

Then there is kkwg K, the scholar, He will carry on a serilous discussion
on literature with a university nrofessor, and he will talk, bringing
up examples from the classical and nmodern, Ukrainian and foreign literature
without much hesitation. He does simila th'ngs when the conversation

turns to medicine; here he shows familiarity with new techniques and

drugs. .
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There is K, the entertasiner, when he [oes before an audience, his

charn just oozes out. lis voice inflections, gesticulations and facial

expressions turn his poetry readings (always from memory) into pure entertainment.

There is also K, the cempaigner. *urins a question period either in
large or snmall Eompmny he is able to debate every question put to him. iie
doegngggrevade tough questions, and when persons warn nim that perhaps he need
not =zk a certain gquestion, he incists that they ask - it anyway. He is loudly
confident in his views, and at times even coclisure that he can answer any
guery, even if it deals with milk production of the kolhosps. = He then
sounds like a tough political csampaigrer. At the same time there is another side
to thisc man. A3 he scemingly confidently makes his point, and forcefully
convinées the opponent in thc debate, he, "t the same time firmly clutches
the coat of his friend, as 1f seeking somc physical support in a difficultl
situation. Iie then locks Iike a mam soldier in the trench who conquers his
fear.when he has to go to battle. The fear, nevertheless is there. e even
nentions it openly later on, and says "I did not say anything I should not
have said, did I? Oh, the devil take it. I hate these puople who come here
and don't say anything for fear of saying something wrong. I want to state
'my point openly. Let 'the S0B's make their accusations, I hte them anyway."
Or: "Do you think someone in that group i1s a stoolpigeon? Ah! iell! They're
‘everiwherec. Svitlychny has the right idea. “When he wakes up in a hotel roonm
he throws a few obsenities against the authorities, and then tests the m hidden
micrépiione by counting one, two, three, four ...." (And X laughs, saying this

is a terribly funny thing to do.)

Marital 3tatus

v

"I was married on a bembh, " he says. le was playing volleyball
in a competition at some resort on the Black Sea. The ¢ was thic nice girl
from Moscow, a member of another team. "She wrs a nice zirl, a gocd girl,
reaily. Two days later I found myself married to ler. Then she went back to
Moscow and her university, and I went back to Kiev and my Medical Institute."
I told my mother about my wedding, it tcok some convincing, but then she
accepted the idea. Now my wife and I live together. Che is a chemical engineer.

mzkes more m.ney than I do. She is a govd woman. She has learned Ukrainian

A‘er ha
and makes an effort at speaiking TToY¥Cur son (he calls him "miy krolkodil")
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is six years old, He plays on the streect all day long with the other

kids and spealks mizture of everything. But when he talks to me in HRussian

I just don't answer hi;, se then res izes that he has to tallk to me in Ukrainian.
I asked hin what he w uld lite me to bring back for him, and he s2id a
sherifi's outfit. There vou go. I can talk to him for éays about the Cosxécks,
but he goes to one American cowboy movie, and comes back playing a éowboy

or a sheriif, shooting wiﬁh his finger at me. 1've caid it before. We are

at Taylt here. You can buy complete cowboy outfits for kid but it would take
o i s ]

3
so little to mnnufacture small Cossack cociumes for little boys. But we're

not doing it. That's a shame."

K nevertheless has been exanining a number of toy revolvers and sheriffi's
stars. The boys stays with K's in-laws &ll day, while Doth parents are at

WOXriKe

R's Home
Tor almost a year now X is a prouc owher of a co-op apartment. He is
very proud of tiis fact and often zientiors it. It is located in the only

on of Kiev.  ‘le lives on the

o]
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ew sect

nine-flosr apartment building in th i
fifth floor. He bought the apartment using 2,000 rubles of his royalty

£

for his 1sst book, xmd The 2,000 are only a downpayment, and he has to pay
20 or 5C rublcs a month for the next 20 y cars (interest-free) , then the apartment

TT~—will be fully . his. X has three rooms: living~dining room, bedrcom, and his
gstudy =- 2 private preserve, to enter whici, even nembers of his closest
family have to hknock on the door. About ten of '"the boys' -- thét ic his
close asuociates, poets, write - and critics -- will fit into this study for
budl sessions, recordings of poeiry etc. K has a collection of hunting knives
in his room (this is unlawful, because such knives are considered dangerous
veapons), dnd a whole library of books, ‘many of which are also proscribed.
‘Asked what would happen if his apartment were scarched ¥ replied that it has
not been searched yet, that lately sea. chings . have not been carried on, but

admitied with a smile, that he would be in trouble.
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"Tiie boys'" -~ "the naticnbuilders"

K often speaks of "the boys" to mean a group of his friends the
poets and artists of the '60s. ‘hey are not organized in any formal group
but they know each other and they help tach other out in various situations.:
They also have bpatrons among the older seneration of literary men -- Bazhan
and Malyshko are two such '’ patrons -- wio help them out in pushing the
unpublished woris throughk the printing and publishing processes, and who
also defend them when nced arises. ‘

. The Boys are not in any clear-cut conflict with the older generation.
They have respect for such men as Tychyna and the late Sosyura, for instance,
.and they are recady to forgive them their party-line criticisms and writings
caused by fear. The boys, nevertheless , consider these men grzat, for their
pasf achievements.,

But they also are in conflict with persons of their own or older
generations. Such object of Ifrequent critical asides, and a butt for
jolkes seems to be for X Lyubomyr Dmyterko. That rame often becomes a synony
for evil men 1in g neral., Aleksandr Korneichuk is refofed to more often with
a feecling of pity than ' ‘hate, but X also tells funny stories about him.
Dmnytro Pavlychko is not one of the boys, but he is also not hated by them.

They are not envious of his success, which they know came through the adherance

.\\‘to the Party line, but they call him Daytrylk-Zhytrylk. One has a feeling that
the boys are well aware that Pavlychko knows what they are up to, but he
nolds on to his officiml.honors, and nay, from time to time help then out.
(The above is purely an opinion, based on several conversations, durln which

atlention:as paid to the tone of voice and facial exprcssions.)

K sreaks without the least degree of conceit about himself and the
boys as the nationbuilders. He earne tly talks about the need to divide
evenly the burdens ahong the few of Lhom. and continue to work on the day-to-
day job of building the Ukrainisn nation. Vhen he - says that "we have to
vork for the people” the expression has literal meaning and does not sound
ike an enpty slogan. lle also says such things as "We alrecady have Ukralne
in the villages, it's time to bring it into the cities." Or: (when asked when

the letter "g" will be brought back int: the Ulir. alphabet): "first we havc
28
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to teach the pcople to use the letter "yi', then time will come for "g'.

Afte. # seid that one has to work foxr the wooplc. gomeene present interjected,

nand what about the Party." K. omildd and aswered '"That's an interesiing idea.

We'll have to think about it." In every case his quick ritorts to what '
might be conmsidered as heckling, are those of a professional VWestern politiciane.
ile does notl hcsitato; and say that he will have the answer tomorrow, but rather

enjoys tﬁis xErEx battle of wits,

Lepal meons and optimisnm

- K.readily admits that he and the boys have dif iculties in many arcas
of their worli. But he also frequently emphasizes th+t his generation is not
fraid. e well knows what it means to be afraid, he knows fearful persons,
" but he says that he has no reason to be afrsid., "I have never been arrested,
of . threstened with death. What can they do to me? Take away nmy aportment? Let
them. There are even fellows like Dzyuba who are convinced that we could do
more as dead men than we do now; while we are olive. I don't bel&ve that, but |

the point is Lnuv we are not afraid of death., "

lle then quickly switclies to a more optimistic tone and points out that
things are much betier now than they were u“rer and five ycars ago. "Lven |
when we write in out newspaners about poor readership and shortage of Ukrainian

~-boolts, that's good (that phranc recurs quite often in his conve rsation), because

rh
e

ve years ago we could not do it."

K made it very clear that he and his associates are playing a game of
chess with the officialdom."They make a move here and we ma’ e a move therc."
He said they began asking rec. ntly why Ukrainian l-ng age is not used in all
departments of the Ukrainian Universities. They were told: "Give us the textbooks
aud the instructors." This, said K, ic 'a problen, and we are working on it.

For exsmple, very shortly a.pathological congress will be held in Kiev,hesaid,
and every paper wil® be delivered in Ukrainian. This was thanks to his own
and other's efforts, who translated several papers into Ukrainion.
"I plan to write my doctoral dissertation for oné reason only: to have another
textbook out in Ukrainilan.”

These boys, in cther words, periodically demand certain things which
they consider to be theilr lawlul rights and the authoritiesy give in sometines

[
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K rccalied, for example, that when time was approaching for llolod

Ukrayiny to issue its 10,000 number, a delegation of young Ulkrainlans, among
went to the governrment to ask for another medsl for Kolod uUkrayiny.

then i,
nolod Ulirayiny,

They mointained that it is not for the newspaper , but for

the yout: of VYiraine, that they are asking for the honor. They were successful

is the only Ukrainion newspaper with two medals. He says

and now, M.U.
is proud that they

that he knows very well that it does not mean much, yet he
were able to achieve this honor for M.J. and that now MU is no worse than

some of the Riassian newspapers with two medals.
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K's lectings wdth Public in Toronto

HOZUB . .
K's only public appearance in Toronte was held Harch 5 in Ontario
Rocr of Lord Sincoe liotel. lie read noetry there and answered a few questions
subnitted on slips of paper. .

r by Fetro VOLIWIAK, edifor-publisher
J b}

rs

Te evening was organized personall
of iovi Dni, in the name of Xozub, the other literary and art club cf Toronto's
Iirainion com-unity. (The Club is mnmade up of dissenters from The Ukr. Lit. and
Art Club). Volyniak made all the arrangemonts end opened the evening, but he let
the president of Hozub, and anciher nember of the executuve cit at the head
table. The president introduced XK. . Volyniak said later that there was some
opyosition in Yozub to the sponsorship of an evenins §§§m a Soviet poet; then
he decided to go it alone, after which Hozub agreed to sponsor ite.

Auvdicnew was invited individualiy. There were 220 persons, most of
thern from Toronte, but also from mnmore distant places -- Cshawa, Guelplh,
Hamilion. Volynialk reported privately that he spent about $8.00 on

long distance phones.

e
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In opeching the evening, Volynialk mode one nmistalte. e said the X
Canada on a fellowship to siudy the young meople. (It should nave been
the young notion). When he said this, someone in the audience (believed to be

one of about 30 banderivisi nresent), aslked, "For whom." That perscn

..

quickly received dirty looks from hils neighbors and did not say anything
else all evening. The remar was hardly heard, and Volyniak disregarded it.
This was the only "incildcident" all evening. '

X explained the purzose of his trip, sald that since UNESCO is non-poli=-
tical crpsnization, he may not involve himself in politics, if he does not want
to have the feliowship ubruptly terminated. (In other conversations K repeated

P

here as iong as his hosts woul

this, adding tiat he would like to go any

assure him that neither the "Internntionale™ not the "Shche ne vnerlal

1 4

would be sung there. ile is also wvery proud, =nd repeats it often, that
-

his money cane from Mr Rockefeller or the Recheifeller Center., =-- Hote: le is

R -y B . “a

‘probably cenfused here. The UnI5CU checik is probably written on a bank

in Qockefeller Center).

o

X recited his pcenms I few minutes before going to
: . asof
the hotel he wrote on a piece of paper about five poems that he wanted to
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‘As for the success of the evening, it may be steted without much

exar eration, that he had the audicence eating out of his hand, fle is

a very able werformer, and, as he said biwsell privately, adjusts his sclectiona

and nethod of delivery to the type of audience before him. He said that
he Las much experience in reciting poet vy, bocausc'”if they won't priat us, we
have to find othler means of speaiing Lo the people.” These means include

nerconal cppearances before groups in cafes, corridors, occasionaly in the

L

Sports Palace (They managed to pach it once, ard cince then have not been
able to use it,. e also related one literary evening devoted to a poet of the

~

older generation at the Asgociation of Writers to which F I V E (5) persons

/AL ¥his was saild nr*vaLQLY .
cam ) dmyxvatxex o said they also tape a Lot of poems and mail it around the

country. le told the Xozub audience, for insiance, that the Symoncnlio poems
received in the West and published in Suchasnist came here on tanes .
A After the'recitation, X answered a few, not very significant questions.
Sample: "iave you been to Lviv?" "What can yecu say about Vysoky Zamok?" "Do
vou know about (the city of) Yelysavetohrad?!
. The next day Volyaniak came to K's hotel room, with -a witness, and
reyported on the incomg from the cveniag. After reading off eﬁpenées, he said that
$179 was left over, and he handed the moner over to X, saying he would not
have to sipgn for it, and that no one nced Inow about iﬁ. K refused the
woney, saying that he never intended t. make business in Canada, but finally

was convinged that 1t is normal to accept money for performances. ile then

wnnted to go to the bar immediately and use it to buy drinks for the g“oup

with him -- about five persons. He did not really know how nmuch therc was,
because he was not even listening wihen Volynialr was counting it. When he was
alone with R, shortly after, a brillisnt idea hit him, and he was literally
Junping uye and down for having thought of it. It was to .push the wholc foll
of money into R's hands, so R would use it to cover {ransportation costs

"

when he comes to visit K again. He even said that he was willing to hold

more literary evelngs, and thus finsnce more c¢f M and R's trips to see hinm.
This offer was also refused, and he rather indicnantly shoved the roll into
the Dbacit pocket of hiz jeans,

This little episode io significant, because a day earlier X explained

ztaild how he carefuvlly svends his felliowshin nmoeney,. 'o'“ ﬁ;j a day: H4.50

v

for room, 9$3.00 for food,"and I save #5.00 for gifts for my nothcr “;'uhd wifec."

7_. wh 'x. »“‘
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AT LIVYT

SKY 'S

X went to dinner March 3 at the home of Vasyl Levytshky, editor of

Novy Shliaith., Fresent were both Levytskys, Iwochniuks, Pawliwa, Lida Palij,

Volyniai

i, fTonya Lorokhovych, Borys Alcksandriv and N & RH.

Durine dinner K tallked about some of "the boys'", about Pohruzhalsk
O 9

andrecited a few of his poens.

IN IS I

o~ rﬂ EaTe Tartd
IOTEL ROCH

¥ had a visit from two persons -- a hetnonets and a melnykivels

who recently im igrated from Australia. They came with Mr. Mota, who has

a snack
kent in

question

bar concession in the hotel (Waverley). Mota simnly introduced then and
- 74

the backgrouad; the younger nelnviavets asied him some very immatute

Tr e AT ) ied

s about the nationality policy in the U3ISR, which K easily handled.

The “clder m. sterted to tell him abo't the neecessity of lend reform in

the Soviet Union, which would give each person 250 desyatyne of land

and tha

nan tha

the kolhosp system is bankrupt. R butted in, trying to tell the

t
hat these things are not X's business, although ¥ was doing a gouod
t*

job in arguing with him. After a while, the man told X that he is unable to

tallk with kim, if he is accompsnied by "guardian angels" (pointing at R).

e later

Lold R that Symonenlo knew all of Ukrainre's agricultural problems,

and ¥ must be told of them alsc. The whole situation may be described as

N —

sinsly ridiculous and a waste of time. -

HUMERIUL

This is a local lawyer, and walnut grower, who nede an appointment

with KK for early xum moraing March 4. He tramsplanted s:me walnuts from

Ukraine

and now grows some very large ones iu Oataerio. The secret, he said

is in the destruc:ion of sguirrels, and he told K to think about writing a
L ) 63

e against squirrels. He also asked K to see, upon his return, what could

vmeniunli's walnuts into UJirailne.

3
$on
2

about idmporiing

After the XKozub evening, i was whisked cuickly into the honme of
]

¥r. Pocheniul, who lives in a suburb of. Torontc. Pocheniuk has a daily

T [ erads)

Mraind

of Pochi's

an radio progran over station CIl0, Oaitville. Present were four
s associates (the Haumov-chs et al.) and around 1 a.z. a half dozen

other persons came in. They had been at the Kozg;hg ening, were sold on

o s NVihld
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K, talke

The nart;

the achi

P's rec

progran.

0Dl Lea

L

LI a0

i
R

d about him in a restaurant, and Then dociaed to find him. They did.
v at the Focheniulis was devetced almost entirely to listening to
evenents of i Poclhieniuk and his nine year old son, listening to

ords of his favorite sonzs and his own peetry, and to tapes of his

told about his wife and son, and how he came to be married.

dere

P

A

Democrat

Thne othe
Volraiek
w
N

had not

olyniak arranged a‘me cting with K at thé home of ore of CDUN (Ulrainian
ic Youth Ass'n) leaders, where other leaders were yrresent. Volynial
himself as the spiritual Tather of this crganization, and insisfed
ome there,"becauvse your prescnce for one hour can do morc than ay
during an entire yecar."  About 1k persons were nresecat.

walking mostly nrivately with R.

-

o
<
.o~
0
Vi

t
did not say very nmuch. i

rs were satisfied with just beians in K's presence, and listening to

w2
's expleits in the field of political, religious and publishing activities.
read a few poems. These wore taped. One of the poems which was tared

been published, and he felt uneasy about it, because he pronised X

earlier that he would not allow tapinsg of unpublished poetry, bul when he
started reciting it, he wanted to finish it.
S ' The group sand some Sove Ukrainion songs. X joined in. (Good voice).

lie pronmi

on anyon

sed beifor leaving ‘that he would not write a bad article about Canada

e's orders, and promised to do all he could, so that Ukrainians in

1 -3

tould receive better books and records from the Ulraine.

all of ¢
Aleksand

i
Fye

against

Cuelph,

olynink arranged another visit on Suanday, March 7 at the home of

driv relatives in Guelyph, Ont. A dozen persons were present there:

hem Velyniak people, plus singer iosaulalr, who works as librarian with
TLiVe

N

was asked whether he thoupht of defccting. K said thierce would be

for him to do here. After six months of  questionings, he would

n alcoholic, and he would also have to make some very sirenp statements
th e said ke was not interested in all that. Fron

1Y
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OTIER MEETINGS
spent a whole nipght  talking with Capt. Bohdan Panchuk, sec.-puon
Ulorainden Canadlan Veterwuns Ass'n. Panchuk left him the congtitution

£ his Associction, gave him a lectur about Ukrainians in Canada,

114

o
told him to be careful and diplomatic, and the next day left him a letler
t effect. Panchulk lives in HMontreal, end promised to take care of K

Petro X{avchulk, a_Ukrainian Communist Aid not coantact K until about
K's'fourt-‘day in Toronto. K said he wanted to avold Xravchulk and his
people, but feclt he should psy a state visit. He visited the Ukr. Life
editorial offices, had supper on Xravchuiz, and the next oy, agrecd to go
with onc of Hravchui's men to a hockey pame. I did not stay to the end of the

garie , but  lef at hall time, to join the Volyniak group Ffor the narty.

K also met Prof. G 5 H Lgciy] twice brieily, once for a drink, and
nade arrangenients to visit him at the Univerz iy of Toronto urnon K's return from.
the test. They talked about literary matters, and possible English -

translations of lUlkr. poetry igto English,
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IV an D*\AC;

D is the only son of an older couple. His varents are now 70 and 6O

~

vears old (aprroximately). D was born in a villare, and alw-~ys spokxe Ukrainian,

but says that he did not thint of himself as Ukrainien until he came out

£ the army and entered university in Kiev. e is stlli amazed how he became
conscious of his Ukrainianism. At tirtes Y"the beoys" git down and talk about it.
They even go as far as speculating about the Buddhist beliefs of reincarnation.

i
That is to gay, that the scul ¢f one or the other of the Ukrairnian writers

of the 20s, whom & D or X seem to follow, has entered into them.  (All this
is said without some profound feeling of mysticism, but as pure speculation,

ith a crain of salt and a smile.)

S

<

Drach served three rears in the amy, where e algo joined the Communist

Portye. The ariy had a regative effect on nim: the languaze spoken among the
soldiers is a mixture of everything, with heavy overtones of Russira, and D's

-

Ukradnian suffered in the process. ile then came to “lev, a.d discovered
vkrainian literature., It was then, in the late 1950s, that Ivan Drach, the
voet was bora.

D did not complete the university. (i did not say , in so many words that

"

witched to evening

2
4]

an

O
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D was expelled). ie stopped talking day co

Givisioa. But when time came to talte his final exams, he dropped out. ilis
reascn was that some of the professors wio were to exsaine him, had written
very critically againct some of D's writings and he imagined what would.have'
happened during the exams,

"Prach is such a strong, healthy, peasant character," says #. "ile just
Tfrowned and said 'to hell with you' and droiped out.” K says that D often
does sucii things. ide'll Ifrown, and say an eaphatic '"no', then it's imposzsible

to change his mind. It also takes a wiile #a for D to oren up bYefore stranpgers.,

"It will take kim two days -- Jjust gitting and frowning =- before he starts

talliing openly with soreone new,' @ays K.

5\

""Phe boys' gpenerzlly accept that D has the higher educetidn, alihiough
he formally did not complete the university. After his studies he went to
Hozcow and comvleted there the praciical studles da cincmatozraphy.

/2. {f g SRS T
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Personalities

There is

contract

tine the studio

In the case of D, this
second contract.

Drach has

lils neighbors

mnenbexr of the '"group'

both fashio
they cannotv

" Like the
'tofwork on his
‘should do it at

D joined
and Synoneritos
wiho has
Assoclation for
»ropesal

on tae

and regulations

fron a

have a telephoune.

be distracted

as

three bocks beh

.ooa

may get a year's

recaived another

a system in the USSR that a scenario writer

studio, which poys hin 150 rubles a month. during that

occepts the script, that person year's contracte.

. .

is the way it hapvencd, and he now 1is working on his

an apartment -~ a subdivided quarters, where he has two rooms.

thics is significant, because D is the only

who nay be reached at home by phone. Generally it is

nable, and ncc¢ ssary for the 'boys" not to have phoues. This way

or called constantly to attend "silly ncetings".

re he likes

other "boys" D prefers not to be called at home, whe
owr projects. If anyone wants to get in touch with him, he

the place where D works (the Dovzhenko Studio).

the Writers Ascoclation at the sane time as K, Vinhranovsizy

the exception to the rogulations. Formally an author
ind hin is reccouwménded by threeor four members of the
membership. DBut when these f{our were accepted, in 19561, it was
of Turiy Swmclych, who suzzested it was btime to put tradition
aside and accept them. The eiecutive voard of tic Association

then made a special l“ul:i..ﬁg‘.

X explains

ney won'ec

D vas
8Ost Luropa , ¥
boxs" to write
to put a quick
debates
e blown un.
sort (one

than gond for
whole thing at

the Aszociation's
autloritics

bother

in Moscow, when

fw)

"
[%)
[

e
at nome.
The boys
edvocatlnr the return of
hum . This

the bud.

at membership in the Aszociation is a seful thinpge.

you

your

th very

card , don't have to Dbe ecmployed anywhere,

will into affairs. You may die of huager,

you."
he learncd about the article by A.¥M.Horbach in

i.sing the young poets. Ie quickly came to flev and got '"the

s
the replies, to be published in a lMoscow newspaper, in Russian,
nd to the whole affesir and thus avois further charges and

L7 this were done in Kiev, sayskK, the whole thing would

that such articles, written in a magazine of that
Germony's eastern londs) does more harnm

h"j they used their own initiative to nip the

feel

is

/2
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Lina KOITENKO
Lino lives in poverty, with her 1ll-year-old dauvushicr, but is very
proud and will not accept charity. She had a job at the studio, like Drach,
but the contract ended, the scriot wins not accented, and now she is unemployed.
Recontly she received 250 rubles from DMNIPRO for her poens, and thig

will last her two moanths. She does not want to join her nuubana in Poland,

saying that her place iz in Kiev,

The only way ''the boys" can help -her, is to do all they can to get her
worlkts into print. Several times her poerns have been readind for publication
and pulled out in the last minute. This means no incone,

Lina joined the Writers Association three or four years before the others
of 'the boys".

She was born six years before XK, in 1930, but literary critice say that

both she and K are similar in their x tfle of 1ng.
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Mk XYL

ol VINIRATIOVS

"le's an actor,"”

voetry (high and low pi

audlences. lle inhales
up and begins to act.
About ten rmonths

now that anyone sees hi
Studic. "There, anong

He owes money in Xiev,

sterts

S

imitating V's style of reading

and

tches in voice, valsners, jest

zays K,

iculations). V loves

deavly before an audicnce, shticks out his chest, loals
& _ ? v’

azo he began LO drinic heavily, and it is very seldon
the Odessa

seccnd rate nlcturco"

n sober. e worms as second director of

the little Jews, he is piroducing

5

is unable to pay it back. His wife and child are

and

also reduced to voverty, and contiaue to borrow.

Iiot long ago, to help V "the boy&" put together a selection cf his
pootry from his letters. It was to be published in one of the magazines, along
with . the poems of XKostenko, But her noens were vulled out, and his were pulled
out in the same process. This is the way things are done, sald X, 'when one
of uas is attaclhed, the rest suffer.”

The boys agre: that V lacks "culture". lle has the attitude that ix
"if my prandfathe did not read Xant, and ny father did not read Kant, why
should I bather with him. * They fecl that it dis thedir duty to "aale
lMykola nmore cultured” but ther .are having dif“iculties.

. V is a great skirt-chaser. This has led him into his present state
of matrimony. de was coning bacl to Xiev on a plane from Moscow, and spottéd
one stewardess, whom he found atiractlve. Inmmediately V siarted to work on
her,‘and when K saw hin, V was carrying back from the aifport a carton full

of small boitles of alce

Socn the stewardess . be

Another Vs . T
wits, when he is atbtacke
his mind, when, as K za
the of. icial censors an
he ic hit. On the other
wants to be left alcne.

Wwhen Drach gmot t

bach (in Ost uropa), th
repuic and similar plac

ohol (the kind served passengers on the plane).
camec. gregnant, and ncw she is V's wife.

aults 1s his inability to be flexible and use his

officially. Te is very straighforward, and speaks

— AN - P R Lt & -l B ~ - o e S d. 3 &

ys, it iz necescary to play o game of chess,y, to outwit
& critics. This is why ho usually is hit hard when
hand, criticism does not seem to bother V. IHe just

he idea to write a Joint rcply to the article by A.¥.Hore
ey were looking for V in all the bars, houses of ill
es of LQCSG&, for two days, and could not {ind hinm.

. g
/5 .
Nim, .

AR
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Vitaliy KORCTITCH

his is how the last nane is s»eolled on his
.

Lo
v
foreisn tre vol passport, .

«, .

K often brings up in conversatiocrn his Uerpininnism. Hore he points
cut that he is the only member of the "grourp whe was born in the city (Kiev);
al' others are ol peazant stock. By thie he implies that a perscn bora in
Kiev should be Russified, "but then I, for cxmple, attended schools where

» ~

only Ukrainian was used for insiructilon," meaning that Kiev is not so comp-

letely Rus<i

d
his first piecs of verse when he was seveon years old. "I was

K wrote
quickly made a wunderkind, and appcared cverywhere at concerts and other
events reciting poems and rending 1litile cpeeches." ile was made a'”junior‘
correspondent” (runkor) of the Pioneer news aper Zirka . When K srew older,
he stonned writing poetry and reciting xk other peoplo's noems, because

]

he thouzht this was being "sissy". Ianstead he went in for sports: vollerball,

foutball, andwrcstling. .
When X s in his eighth grade, the schosl was desisnated as or paratory

for future diplcomatic corps. Clsses were lLimited to elght pcrsons each, English
was being taucsht, as well as table manners, ballrocn dancing etc. Any pupil
whese marks fell below 3, was autcomatically transferred; most of the students

had &'z and 5's.

There is a rule in the Sov. Union that any pold medalist from the secondary

school has a choice of any university or institate. K was the pold medallist

in his school, and his »arents aquickly took his records to the head of the

Medical Institute, who accepted him immediately. (%ed. Institute was K'

<

choice, althoush his parents apparently warned him that income would not be

high for a physician.) The family then took of " for extended holidays.
When ¥ returned to Xiev, he found. out that his school authorities
wvantcd him to me to the institute in Hoscow for future dipleoasts and were

e
loolking for him. When he said he was golng to enter the Hedical Institute
tley were angry with him, reminding wim that the State spent so nuch extira

oney on him, grooming hin for diplomatic service, and he ungratefully turned

»

this dowm. X nevertheless stuck by his decision, and went into medicine.

o

/&
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nascitute

(

(o)

K began writing agein at the

which he collaborated with ¥

e N
1S oJo1 cAme

relate

how one
liked

who drew caricaturese.

o one e

e

¢t

the situden

neuspanc

e

to renove hin. X and $ then hit upon the iden

a

short item, which would malic
prover medical jargon, abou

using the

haid

who were joined togetiier by ir.
both

both

tvins were alive. The

and S m stivred i

¥
then removed from this

the thaw

Iie was

During in literature Drach,

4
9

he

a joint collection

e year or two earlier, cane up with news

interested in puiting out
- -

%

started to worl on it, but then

when he returned, he learned thai now the

separate bocks. Thus ¥ and D went print

"I was not really Lmown,

the leading pocts

L3

profession

K says that he could e sive up

money as a poct and writer, 'b I won't
]
is profession gives n

it

carry on as I do now.' H

5y

to be close to and understand the people.

(here hRe usually mentions O. Korneichul), whe

and whose works show it. Jeing a doctor has
"Whenever I am in some official group and

f nationalism or something

o 'y I Just look
I

had to leave
nubl

do it

inm

7 an

VAR Y

o 1 in

sce DIG

v
}

stuck to tire,
T, Feb. 1965),
rid

hbut it was

e

15
L

F the editor

.«-.V rnou

tor, invossible

to

.
1

(i

a of contributing the newspaper

thie editor. They wrote a pilece,

twinsg in some distant country,

peration was performed and

% ainto erint, end then

;
[ag¢

itor the laughing stock

wLth whom K becanc acquainted

that a publishing lLouse was

of their poetry. “he two

¥iev Tor his vacations, and

S

chers decided to dissuc two

s

and quickly became imown as

until nmy first book came out."

edicine now, and

s as

long as I can
indenendence, and
¢ has no use for writ

have no contact with renlits

another vracticel side to.it.
soneone starts accusing me
at ny watch and say 'Pardon -- but

arn late for duty,' and lcave.

i avpeared regularly on.television, speaking on literary subjccts,
"or just abiut anything I want,” le nas a foltowing Poligh radio wanted
hiwm to send in regular talks on tanes, but it is forbidden to m2il tapes
outside the Soviet borders, . so he sends in a written script cccasionally.
He says he learned Polish to be able to recad rniuch of the Western literaturc
which is not available in Ukrainian or Russian. When he was in Poland two
years ago, he lectured at the university there snd spent much time in the
libraries., Hig first mee g with SUCUASNIST occurred in Poland.




K dresses very casually: his favorise atiire is'a sports shirt, Jeans
and tennis shoes. Ilerecalls that one Jay, afier he was awarded his UNESCO
fcllowship (this occ t“ed almost a year and a hnlf bofore he ¢nme to Canada),

¢ L to come to the Forelsn Minister Luka

ie received @ calt at the hos pits

Falamarchuli's office. It was a very hot day, and X came to the of ice in
shirtsleeves and without a tie, The secretoary (a man) in the mini

ks - 3 : ' Lo vy Y PR, DUV - < nade 2 » N T o~ - |
put on his own coat and was ready o cucort him in, then asied about

1d tie, saying "you can't jo in like this to se. the Foreign iiinister."

-

6}

O 0
C ©
£

t

o

[

’

X shruy his soldiers and said that in that case the “inister would have

to wait, wille he goes back fo the hcsvital for his coa: and tie.  "This is

how I nmade Luka Fomych weit for me," says K with a lanughe

/&
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thot beins a Russisn writer in Flev @ ic o disadvantage these
deyo. B is ore of thems The clrcoulation of Hussian language periodicals,
including the Rugsian=-la n,‘"“o dunlicetes of Ulroinian rneriodicala, is
dropwing. lMen like Fekrasov have trouble apuceoring irn print in mass circulation
novuler publications. The same goces for personnl appearances. N is - definitely

a friend of X's, but he does not secm to belong to the "group', the '"boys'.

¥ tell with a dorsrec of satisfaction about MN's appearance before the
officialdom, to hear charges following K's praise of the capitalists in
Yovy Mir. I came in wearing a T-shirt and jeans, took-a sneerins stance, and

deliver d an emotional speech about his twenty years as a Communist, about .

i

hidis hereic acts as commander of o bat ery at Stalingrad amd where he was
woundcel. He was o have said that he was sick and tired of reading only the

o
bad things about the Vest, that the Vestern correspondents only look for the
bad fhings in the USSR, but he saw much that was good, so he wrote about it.

- R

Ii's aopearancce, his emphasis on his adhersnce i the principles of Communisn
e

made the well-drescsed officials uneasy. K seemed to think that this is the

way bureaucrats should be handled.




Personalities ...10

Volodya VOYNOVYCH

fie is a Jew, who lived very poorly for years '"in some hole'" and was
virtunlly unkinown. ¥Whea the two cogmonsuls were in orbit, they sang a

song wnich was then popular. It made the newspavers, and then a search was

started for the author c¢f the lyvics. The outllior, it apreared , was Volodya

Voynovich. Iie was quiclly brought into HMHoscow, scrubbed and dres ed and

given a deccnt rocm. VYhen the cosmonauts came to lioscow, he was there to

welcconme them toco,
Then Volodya wrote his things in Novy Mir, and this brougnt attacks

against him. He still hes his rocm in Moscow, but no longer appears in

(g

OGS COW,

51

print. I met him i
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ile is now first sccretary of Homsomol of Ukiraine.
£ thinkts he is a good man, because he di

prriy machine, bul was

aind then was

Telchenko lnows the people and their vproblems, and he also has a solid

fTollowing.

sesasll

Yuriyv Yelchenico

1 not climb through the

an enginecer, wic worked with the peonle in industry,

taken into the Komsomol worlk.

2 2w
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_Blood donations_

Walking along the strects of Toronto with X, we noticed several bill-
boards calling for blood donors. UYe explained to X that in Canada all blood
transfusions are free and that blood banks are replenished through can aigns
in schools, shops and ofiices for blood Gonations. K sald in Ukraine

blocd donors have to be paid. Campaigns for I{ree donatiouns were tried, but

5

3
were not successful. e related this incident:

his Med. Institute there was a big poster

2.

During one such campaipn a

o

“showing a big, snug and smiling socialist face,'" and underncath it a slogan:

"Ya ~-- dolior. 4 ty?"
. (I'm a donpor. And you?)
Some unidentified student wrote underncath:
| "A va ~- retsypiyent.!
(And I'#i a recipient).
K laughed and said he thought this was very good joke, but added that the
university authorities did not find it very funny, and for weeks were trying

to find out who was the culprit, but without success.




Tof arson. Do you understand that? They tried

Fire in the Academy Library

+

up. Thousands ol mecople, particularly

Y

was the autheriti t
e havpened on campus) saw it. The tourists saw 1%t too, 5o
a

students (because
it was stupid to keep it quiet., Vechirnyy Nyyiv had snall item about it,
and on the evening after the fire started Acadeny ¥ gidoent Paton went on.
television to say (K repecated the words in Russian): "Doan't panic. Only ten
per cent," (liecaning tha®t only ten per cont of the books dburned down.) K said
that this was stupid too, because 10 per cent of the second largest library
in the USSR nust be quitec a number. lie was very indigrant about the fact
that no onc really knows what burned down, because the index went too, and
there was no duplicate index.
Becausc phosphorus was used to ignite the fire,"we lost several firenmen."
He saild they came to extinguish t i
burns on ﬁate“, and the firenec
other nethods to extinguish Lt."it was o

and charged, but the trial was postponed

jaY

Fohruzhalsky was arreste

because he was talien in for psychiatric cxsnxuﬂu¢on, and was found sane, butl

h: simulated insanity during
Mle all said before the trial that he deserves a bullet in his head,

but they conducted the triel as if Pohruzholshky committed a siaple case

v

him as 1f he set a {ire to yours, .
’

political crime. This is why he

™

r this gentleman's or my own hone, not as

a b

only got ten years. But he is old and sici,

»

nd he won't last the ten yecars.

head."

C)

But we all said that he deserves a bullet in hics

oF

4

P

K said that the trial was not closed, b very few people knew when it

would take place. It was not announced in the papers. Sorc people knew, and
told others, but not everyone could take & cday ofi Ifrom wdfk;

DPohruzhalsky simulated inssnity at the trial. One of his defence arsu-
nents was that he wanted to dyimpvitx call attention to the sloppy way in
the libravy.

wiich the bouks werc being ment in ¢ h

.

{ whether he, a3 & phvsician could easi.ly obtain

bt

a gram of phosphorus. "ilo I can't, I can't even obi=nin a grain of phosphorus,"

e}

he said. "But what else can I tell you. You are all intel igent neople. Well,

did somecone help him? ... ©Ch yes; at the trial he zlso said that he was
preparing hinself for this fire for two or three vearsz.!" e did not want %o
carry the COuVC?SGbiGn further. :
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Szichovi Striltsi fongs

"The boys' would li¥e to !new seme of the chovi wiriltsi sonns,

51
but neither the nusic nor the werds are available. It is not that they are
forbidden, but in nﬁﬁ' fact they are Jorbidden. ie sald he brought one |
rhonograph record with one suclh song with him from Poland and insisted
that it be played on one of his TV pr ans (he pointed out that off ¢c1411y
they are not proscribed) but the TV officials "our scared oldtimers' said
that verhaps I should not play it, "so there would be no troubles." K was in-
sistent and the song was playcd.

He said PAVLYCHKO knows many of the "Striletski" songs, and occasionaly
sings one or wo; but he won't teach us. He is "Daytryk-Khytryk." (Laughter).

K asked for records and music of these songs to be sent to hinm
and he would popularize them. But he warned not to sent tapes, because

they won't go throcugh custons.
(&) ()
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A story about Communismz's downfal: Marx had bushy hair and a long beard.
Lenin ned a beard, but no hair on his head. Stalin had thick mustache.

o~ Ay

air, nor a beard, nor a mustache.

[

ihrushciiev had nedther

S

ﬁ

to

rring

-
o]
@
ko)
¥
o
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¢
[

[¢]
C]

The journalists had a problewm:

Leorid Illich Brezhncv. Both Lenin and Stalin had flewery phrases, which were

wed to refer to then {and K ommmumd ¢ :d these phrases). Brezhnev thought

about ‘it, finml'y said, "Ch, just coll me OQur Ixlich'.

X said he is handsone, and all that,

f ¥ou were U . Frank Sinntra rresident of USA.

A story soes eround Hiev, that one of the reaseons for “houshchev's dovnfall

ras that Izvestia ran an article 1up¢$ut the chief of Klev's railways.

~diately phoned  loscow ond demended to imow why the story ron without
J

by the €2 CC of CPUkraine, Adzhubey vas to have told him

the prior amrroval by

in an insolent manner, that this ic none of Shelest's buciness. They know
what they are loing. This was to have made Shelest even nore anpry, ond
he was to have seid something lile this: Mthe voung tsar¥vich is even worse

‘hrushchev's fanily are ruling the

liikoyan came to the cclebration of Kiev's liberation from the Gernmans in a

scheduled airliner. A1l that was done, ws tliat other passengers were asked to

fo_allow,.
VO Bz R i voven  to leave first

o
3
Q.

-

rermain a few ninutes longer ingide the plnne

This gesture was to demonctrate that no longer will the stave

The new ediltor of Pravda spent several tgears

Tunyantsev is a FOGG 8.

e
6]
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Problénmy Mira i Sotsielizma . His liberal oulook

in Cucc“ uloauf‘

one of conviction, not strategy.

Ivan (Vanya) Scmenetis, was a party appolnice as editor of Molod Ulrainy.:

Tlow he wes moved up here is a 26-vear old journali ist.

Algo the sitafl of 1 of younger professional journalists.
# £
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