B TIPS s s U3

\f"

NG AT N

6o . LA b S

Zg% IR

wd St Ny

[ELE R X

A

TARA Fag FIE

L NEA

- 1O © Department of Steile
DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASED BY
fan | v CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE ABENCY
§OURCESMETHODSEXEMPTION 3828
{AZI WAR URINES D1 SCLOSURE ACT

| DATE 2007

T rnon | oun

FROM Amembassy HOSCOW
VR YAR T ey : .. Lo L ERT
' SUBJECT = Report on Ukrainian Film:, "“Shadous,
xmts | Tt ] REF
r

To celebrate tiv: hundvedth annd
shtice Mikhoil Koloyobioohy, l',he
produaed a flm Frow hly novel :
Lhe mowl vemarkable soviel y11mn"
Tew gportabors Who Rad ‘ti’m GG i Ly
June 15 at the Ministry Forelon Arfaj
o s I he Tutell Bubegs 8y, wWho m,m to,
obtain Soviet npreement. to have it shown to
authoritiss do not know what to 13 w Lh 1(115 %
CONGLOCTR TO0 PILiIBsgive :

undoubtedly be well received, lu::(("i.ji.cu.d
Tncrensed coltural freedom o bhe USSH. Howovx'r’;,e)c CITE
WETE Teeent. 10Wn rraised on Soviet teleyistion andi catum" :

agtiwrities may btake the plunice and re Lease 1t;., ;possibly with the 'more

: by yhos'e ea{‘ér' bo_'po n“

o~

and

o)

EE AT passages censored o padded wi Lk auﬁ Tloﬁ—J materlal.
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i The director makes vivid ves of col T, staptllqg camef
3 aytreme wymvﬂlqm in f(u lomn the s
E: for a young girl from a @.(a la _Romeo and Julie’t)
) -1 dies, he hag an unbappy finally. killed in &'f :
TR B ¥ a¢1 ng.Lﬂ ant hﬂ“&oL and rPd7JSLiP portray&l of tha hard brutal Tifei ©
by 3
; df:plc,t, tho- unnmll 'p snons, Lhe cvudn and mi:scla ,1
;x. R e uf‘ 111'»;<mri _a.l pm_'".'adihrf raligicous um:mtlon (h.r; ed morn on-‘ papan I‘!
i : rd beliefs that Christiszn" téachings) of these p«»op’e.
; ; ‘ ah hx;/ with Soviet, ‘m'@:ﬂéﬁh;xcﬁi.‘ﬁm&%-’iﬂ“ pm tr'zval ui t,he' uwwashr*d 'nu's\'w
5 e "",..L}‘mr M et ont by socialisa.
oo n cepts i 3 thesUact that the peoplaz Ehae qo(,
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by Lhis atate of aifairs; 25 veing oppressed or held down by any social
clauvs or exteran AEHTFQESOT, Oor a3 psSistaslary any lnhevenl noblii Thie

carthinecs and Iunsifulness of the poople, even o the hero, leave no room
vobhe romnntlcicm and puritauism of almoedt all Soviet films. Thiy film

L3 omiove risgue than many of the Western fidmy which the Soviets are always
quick to describe as depraved and "decndent .

The e -ara many striking aspects of the CHim, among which may be ot ted
Lhe fo Hm.,)n/r- : :

L. in onc episode, the barrea wife disrobes ood wealks completaly naked
through the [ields to make a fertility offering; she is seen by sn aroussd
villa~m xltch doctor who tries to rape her. In the scene after the dedID?

¢ husband disrobes his bride, examines her and then the scene discrectly fades
sut.  There are nmumerous views of men and women cavortingg lechercusly ad draonken
dinners, A1l of these add up to & strong aflirmaticn that sex is uot just a '
lestern inventinn, '

Feo e retteiony symboldam io o careisd very Par, WRhiLe 10 is Crequentiy
critical, as in o geene whore Lhe hevo Ivaon s laods 0 o0 aalotly postuias ag
o reinforce 2 fundamental devotion acoplte the crude cxlerders.  In one
scene the head of a real man fades inte that of Christ on the cress and in
another women ave gathered around the dead Ivan sz 1 pailntiups of
the Pieta,

a adrunkan Christman procession poed by bebivd Lim, o obher scenes it scomg®
{

e Jthough made up of inLJVJdLaL, axireme!y realistic scenes, the
gtor y as g whole is teld in an abstract, surreallstic way. The camera jumps
From secne Lo scene; there s Little dialopue {in hard-to-upderstand mountaiy
Ukrainion ol that) and only brief descriptive titles Uisshed on the sercen
belween epigodes,  Pilming techniquoe Jocludes ves of 2 hagrine, advanclu, ar
spanning camnern, rapld shlfting feom camevs to canera, panning (to the point

of irrilaiion) of brightly volored scenes Lo corvey impress . and separation
or Isolation of primary colorg to creaste wmoods (e.p. red for death, or black
and white for mourni ng). '

Al

LOnNS

L. The film recalls Ingmar Bergman in many respects, There 1§ a
constant play between myth and reality, the supernatural and = accurate and
detaited depiction of 1ife, until they sees . From the beginning,
the hero and heroine gseom doomed to wapie Tate which s ol v Interest Lo
Lhe havd tntereated world arcund Ttota dwplied Lthat Bhde tragic
thread runs rom peneralion 1o penerstion.
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Linit Trom Moteow

lrecied by Sergel Paradshanov,
dehiiovy Vietor plenko waa

This movie Lo seven pariy in
seratn play wag by Tvan Chewdiay st
nocharge of camera, and the music, folk musie, was by T. Skovik.
is un(‘r,r:‘tood that the sclors worpe Prvia the area with posgibly the
exception of the main leads. A therwofaxed copy of a descripticn of the
movie made avcillzmle by the Ministry ol Foreign Aff.‘a‘irs is attached.
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Since writing the above, lm‘ 'aii‘ndtllmd}}d (Jamfa correspondent told the
reporving officer that these bave been a few showings of the film in the Ukraire
which have clicited favorable coviews. He also thought the film had been unterved
In at loast ona £ilm Festival o South Amevlcs and hbd wou sowe scrd of awasd,

For the Ambasaador:
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Coungelor for Political Aflairs
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Attaclment:

Copy ol a
escription of the Movie
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