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1. The concern regarding the propagandistic activities of

Soviet tourists is understandable, but instead of encouraging
the line SMABET has taken, we would suggest demanding reciprocal
privileges in the Soviet Union for tourists from Canada. For
example, it is noted that Soviet tourists in Canada have made
speeches at banquets and other gatherings and that the general
activities of all the members of the December group during their
entire visit to Canada could not be considered the normal activi-
ties of a group of tourists. It is believed the December group
to which SMABET refers was the group of Soviet Ukrainian cultural
leaders who visited not only in Canada but also in the United
.States. We are not aware of all the groups to which this tourist
group spoke in Canada, but it is believed the groups were "pro-
gressive.,"” We naturally are not in favor of having Soviets ex-
pound their propaganda before large organized audiences in the
West; however, the "progressive” audierces are composed of indivi-
duals who read similar propaganda in the Communist organs to which
they subscribe. What they mfght hear from a Soviet citizen would
be nothing new to them, and therefore, there is no less. In cases
where Soviet tourists might speak to non-Communist groups, it is
our belief that the gain is questionable. Western citizens are
given an opportunity to put on the carpet, so to speak, members of
the Soviet group and publicly to counter their arguments. An ex-
ample is a public conference organized for members of the Soviet
Ukrainian group of cultural leaders which visited in the United
States last winter by a group of Ukrainian nationalist emigres in
i New York. It is true that there were some complimentary intro-

ductions made of some of the more notorious members of the Soviet
Ukrainian cultural group. There were flowery toasts and even
embraces and tears, but it worked both ways. With one hundred _
selected Ukrainian emigres present, there was opportunity for some
rather ewbarrassing questions to be asked of members of the Soviet
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group. It is our belief that in spite of all the pleasant
amenities which took place that evening (after all, this was the
first group of all Soviet Ukrainians ever permitted to leave the
Soviet Union), not one conversion was made by the members of the
Soviet group. On the contrary, there was much food for thought
taken home by members of the Soviet group.

2. If this kind of activity could be organized by nationalist
emigre groups in Canada, it would leave less time for Soviet groups
to sow their propaganda among "progressives,”" and SMABET could
demand that in return opportunities be granted intellectuals from
Canada to speak before large public gatherings in the Soviet Union.

3. As for contacts between individuals in private, we are all
for them, particularly where Soviet tourists visit in the homes of
the emigres living in the West. What the Soviet mind fails to
absorbi:in the way of Western propaganda, the eye carnot help but
see., There is a vast difference between the way of life of most
former Soviet citizems living in the West as compared to present
Soviet citizens, and Soviet citizens, particularly the non~Russian
nationals, are always impressed with the fact that their native-
language and culture are being fostered freely by former Soviet
citizens now living outside the homeland while it is being sup-
pressed in its native land.
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