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SijeJECT:	 Evidence DC Natlonalir in the
Ukrainien :.;SP

1. This memorandum is for your inforention. It
sumearizes sone recent events in the Ukrainian SSP which
hear on the subject of enti-Russien, nationalist feelings
end manifestations_on the pert of minority nationalities
in the Soviet Union.

2. The chronic problem of national unrest in the
non-Russian republics of the USSR appears to be of
continuine concern to the Soviet leadership. National
groups have as a whole been resisting with some success
the Soviet polic y of am p leamation of nations, which
in prectice places the Russian in the role of big
brother. This pelicy of fusion appears to he resented
and resisted rest viecrously by elements of the Intel-
ligentsie of the various Rations, anxious to preserve
their seenrete cultures. The critical factor in the
struggle is nationality language, which embodies the
national differences end expresses the various cultures
in unique wnys. A recent change in torminoloey in the
Soviet press from "aralgaeatien of nations" to "the-
brineine-closer-topether of nations" was clearly intended
as a concession to the minorities.

3. lhe attached cable concerns a soviet Ukrainian
netional, Yerly LITVIN, who on 8 January pushed his way
past oviet nilitiaeen into the Car/adieu Embass y in
Nloscow.	 LITVIeI did net ask for esylue.	 ;;e. wantee to
reyister with eiestern representatives o pretest neainst
the subjueation of the Ukrainian people and to transmit
an appeal from Soviet political prisoners. de also re-
quested an opeortunity to record for Ulrainians abroad
nationalist poetry he had written. He clnimed te have
served a ten-vent sentence in earl-eta prison ceees for
conduct in anti-oviet prepaeanda. :le said that most of
the ineatee or the prison caops were political dissenters,
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includinr nationalists, anti-rogie intellectuals and
reliFieus offenders (represent in the three Front
stduhlinp, blocks to total Soviet control). LTTVIN szdd
that there was a large p.roup of nationalists bein in-
vestigated in Kiev, Lvcv and Tarnopol, and that more
Ukrainian nationalists had arrived in the prison camp
in 4ordva in December 1965,

4. The LITVIN incident is hut the latest of a
continuing series of indications that Soviet Ukrainians
are resisting z iissification measures. (kir sources
recently received to 	 Crory A natitinalist
orrinization that 20-40 Ukrainians were arrested by
Keviet authorities in August 1965, following a 7;ather-
ing of students and voun;'. t,riters in Zvenyhorcdka near
Kiev, where tbey had gathered to read nationalist
literature. Amonp those arrested were two young writers
and literar y critics with whom contact had been establish-
ed by Project AF/MOYAMIC assets about tv , c years aFo.
They had openly expressed nationalist sentiments in the
press and publicly before the Union ef Ukrainian '4rilers.
Sonic of the apprehended were released; others were sent
to prison. It may be that the latter were the December
arrivals in 4erJva mentioned by LITVIN. Due to the
reluctance of Canadian officials to become involved with
LITVIN, to the best of our knowledge no specifics were
recorded that mi5ht confirm the mutual identit y of these
two groups. A recent visitor from Poland gave a slidiar
report of arrests in Kiev in August and 'keptev, ber 1965.
Another AfAIODYNMIC source reported "heavy losses" in
Volhynia and Lvov, whore an undetermined number of
individuals had been shot for activities corresponding
to these in Zvenyborodka.

S. An AEROhYNAIC source who visited the Soviet
Onion in the summer of 1965 was introduced in Lvov to
several Ukrainians who were alleredly members of a secret
student organization, the aim of which was to encourz;Te
the develownent of nationalist feelinis anon p Ukrainians
and to protest all FOrIS of Nussification. members of the
orrinization hand-copy nationalist poetry q nd documents
expressinp indignation and protest aeoinst Pussificaticm
measures and distribute then by hand to their fellow
Ukrainians.



h. Lcadinji ecincators in the Ukraine hove been
cmilitw for an increase in the nunher of Ukrainian-
lan,!-.une textbooks, for courses in Ukrainian history and
the doe tn "imkue the children with a love a r their
native inntune." Uepentec requests have heen l ade by
1;oviet citizens to emi fo-e contacts For Ukrainian-
Innunge history honks and literature.

7 • Thviet Ukrainian re p resentatives at the United
Nations have shown not only a willingness hut an ewer-
?less to ;articipate in dialogue with our ni:4flVYNA'i1C
sources, which is 4i ompleto reversnt of earlier policy.
They nave requested and received copies of nationalist
enirre publications. This literature nay Serve either
ci oefensive purpose, peflitting Soviet authorities to I:2

sufficiently well informed to counter the Ukrainian
nationalist line, or '7,oviet Ukrainians may, under this
cover, wish to obtain literature in their nntive
Ukrainian which is unobtainable in the UhT. The y al cc.

aiay he trying to use the emigration, in n r , nst sephisti-
cated gnoe, as a pressure device on Hescow. c..oviet
Ukrainians nave confided to our sources that such
pressure tactics have in the past obtained For then
concessions in the publishing field and perrission to
coni;lerilorate holidays in honor of national heroes.
hritten and tape-recorued literature received b y Af r)fl-
OYNA'A IC sources and personal conversations with oviet
Ukrainians contribute regular expressions of national
sentinent.	 In a aocoalent smuggled to the :ost last Year,
copies of which are being hand-circulated in the Ukraino,
angry indignation was expressed over a fire in the library
of the Ukrainian Acadery of Sciences, allegedly set by
the !;oviet authorities, in which irreplaceable Ukrainian
literary treasures were destroyed.

S. Through an AkROUYNAmIld asset, CIA was able to
obtain a copy or a Soviet Ukrainian filn which, as n
result of the controversy it evoked in the Soviet Union
over its roliOcus and nationalist flavor, was recalled
Cron all '.--,oviet theaters and put into iioth balls lifter a
perio0 uf two tumths.



9.	 It is interestinn to note the recent iiiorensinn
flov of c .IL ,-ent (To rz% fl ItT ' 4 0Sicni !..-t hRn5y On niticnnlist
7'anifestntions in setrerH i nns of the 'viet Union.	 f
5elieve that this is nn aspect of the ,oviet iicture
Khicii kill hear Gins's ,p-atchinr in the dtv, ahend.
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