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Jan. .6, 1965 30th annivarsary of the birth of V,S.

Toc. and Jan. are for us acsociated with.Vaohl Simonenko. Ca the fircy
Craivorsary of his death was published posihunously tho collec‘oion.of his
> epatry ontltleds "Tranquility an. Thundert. I rogret to cay that Lt contains
no% all of Vasil Simonenko's best coms, although they circulaic widely in
rauuseript form. Of those it doss contain, not all have bob‘:a printed as the
sathor wirote them. Nevertheless, such as 1t is, the collection prosents
- nila watorial for a wide discussion of the problen of cur sccial lifo and
» teratwure, especially if the works are ta}cén R nq‘c. as an individeal and
.nolatod phonomenon bui as an‘i.n separable part of contemporazv Ulrainian
~oztry.  Tho latter I amphaaize not accldentally. GCaa can forczoo in advance
ihnt various attempts will bo made to isolate Vasil Sﬁnonenko from thé whole
procass of croation of the new postic treasures, @ process which has beon taking
place in the young Ukrainian literaturo for the past several yoars, and to
counvorpose him to the rest of the young posts, to cozbat then by means of hiz.
This 1s part of ouwr tradition; to fight the living by woans of the dcad. DI
those who persecuted Dovzhonko during his life not bogi.n‘to utilize his nawms in
the campaign against ova:fy,\new expraasion; did thay.not attempt, by using his
name, to buttress the shéky mauthority” of tho flatterers?

And hers, nol long ago, we heard from & critic of high official standing
that Vasil Simonenko is:"the gole raiture ons among the younger poebtas. It io
quite clear why ho 18 "the only wi.uid one® for this high pricst; because hs is
dead and cannot answar this man av . desama.' This, the latitcer takes into

account. But the estoemad lackey - mistakon. Let him read the pocms of Vasil
~ Simonenko. There is much said abou: nis kind and said wost pbintodly. n our

part wo would 1like to state as a wumdndor that those young poots, wiom tho critic
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wacpndy 8z Timature”, wero*’bo h an ozam'ole a:zd an insp.a.ra fon to Vasil SimezonX

\

&2 ho is now an oxample and dn i:wpiration for thom and i’or all of uz.’ ‘

llo, thoy will not succc. - soparating Vecilts work from tho living and

- craative proccas of the new © “dan literaturse. Gy &3 part of this process

6 his pootry Dully undorste. . i, 4n its turn, makss & great contributicn for

¢ho characterization of this o 53

Hore is not the time &u :. . to speck in dotail of those problems which ¥

{low out of this. I would 1ik: - dwell briofly on three points, waich ssem to m3

ospecially instructive, in the  sson" Vasil Siwmonenko has given us.

1

Firstly, Vasil Simonenko . & from ordimery maxims, but reeched a high lovel

of philosophical—poli‘bical this: ;, of croa in of concoptz and of writing of

pesivy as arenas of independont - mking. Ivom newspaper moralizing, he rose %o

a high level of Jourmalism and .. - 0litdcal lyriciem of thoe quality of

Sucvelienko's. From ordinary rco. -iing he rose to a fullness of comprssionatoe

widerstanding and deep emoticnsl -

- oreciation of tho besutiful. His achiovemeny

is very instructive and simulie:. - 5ly roveals roliably Low much energy and

potential is loot in owx Literai. . ..

The majority of our young pcets begin and
tirue vo begin from no worss - -wa than Vasil Sinonenlo, ner had they less
caturel telent. Therefore, many - . them could have reached his siaturo s but only
FSTMRES 1.ndividmla achieve this. ... rast do not go up, but demm. Iow many talonts

o slready in our time dlminizicd, degenorated and declined? What 1s 3he recson?
il thers are manys her I will Eﬁ-ve WWO,.

v o person speaks abt tha .,op of his ‘voica, 1% becamas siranger, but when he
countors hinseldd o speak in a u.«.sper, this becms his normal veice, Vasil

“ath and the truth mado him ever

SOuTETe A A poet needs BCOPQ e e

Coancndio courageously spoko ‘bl:a greater and

Ho

-

6 his talents so that th@j Ve GEVELOD




o his scopa, who d: 2% uso his fulll powers, who deos to tax Lhan
sonsioinously and to thedir AL Zlows his musclos imperceptibly to weaken; his pewors
Lo docline. In medosine s v “ho torm “elugzish heaitM. Liany of cur peats have

clugpish sculs, slugglsh oChi ... .33

vasil Simononko was mercilosc.y self-critical and always not fully satisfied
with himself-in important 'matters, noyin be‘cty detalls. Hls ceancepto and critoria
wore too high for him to be satlafied with what bo had scoomplished. 1lis first book
w2g publishodj everycne pralged it, everyano wag dolighlod. Vaslld gpolw _of %
somevhat ironlcally; he did not ke 1t 3 ho kad already outgrewn it. Today ho stood
higher than yesterday, and tomorrow highor than today. This inveluzbls ability to :
continually grow in wisdom and perfoction is cne of the great lossong he leoff Lo
ail ol us. Without exaggeration, ninoty porcent of Ulsrainlan literatowrs leck thsse

qualities. For this reason thoy do notgo up, but slip dom.

Sccondly it is no secrot that Vagil Simoner.kb, firgt of ali, Is a post of 'Z;ht;]:‘ _
national concept. A1l who read this book will soo that it ig preciscly this idez
wiilch 18 dominant in his poetry. It is trus that Lecnind Miholaiovich Hovichanko,
wao oits herc in the presidium assuros us thad the ides ‘"*.mtioml concopLl
ot ionnd consclousness® are now obsoclets, unwarranted, oubdated and nen-larxist.

I *.;\"i-\.:.ld Laviss him to teld this-tq ths Chinosse Communists, ob tho Itelioa Commumnisto,
or tho ivonch Commmnisig, or the English Communlsts, or the Polish Conmmunists, or
{inally, the Russian Coamunisis. O 2ot hinm vell this to {awd jawx, in whese worlks,
especially in his correspondence &vi Jound such expressicas rozoriing these questloas
of "national feslings®, flational woiimoW, that If they ware quotod wow, withoub
wrior warning as to their authorshi;, 1t would ba nscessary ¢o0 revive many here with
water. Obviously the national concent exists and will continue to oxdist. For ug
voday it 4s roal and represents o concept of a full, sovreign sxisticace boih as a
culiurs and as & state of the Ukrainian soclalist nallen, and tue concopt of

corplatanes’ and sovieignty of its navional oontributden to iz [sneral cause o2

-
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pacs, anancracy and soclall This concopt .lies av th_o_lfm“o of Vacil Simcacnlio’s

novtry and inspires it.

I am raising this beca Jing primacy to the national conccp% very ofiea
carrics with it a threat <. -ferenco to ot’fzor conconta, by killing in soms pergons

41X intercst in othor problii. ol the human spirift. Therse havs Leen poetz and even
violn Mteratures which bocams uniform and menobonous because they wore forced by
Nistorical circumstances 1o complotaly abanden ths naticnal comgpt ; thus relepating
theusslves to second place bofore -literatwres which had no such necd of forsaling -
whe pricocy of this national concepte E* ; Yhere are historlcal ;regedcm’:s o the
marite bypo, when the zmtiomi concept aoea not excluda , out dvaws ih, doss nci |
Jeove s bat arousos, does not kild but catalyzes in muivium,.s the innumerable
iuzian concepts. And the very immorsion in the national concopt and dovetica ©o it
uO”’O ther lead many to ths innermost dopths of other social v d spiritusl problemc.

Vo sce examples of this in Shavohenk o, Franko, Iesya Ulrainliay Sander Potofl,
Schiller,

Hdoweveor, when we speak of Ukrainlan literatwre th:l.s d:l.d not and dess not e2pply
to all Ukrainian pcats. |

d

Simonenlio balonged to these, who felt the bond hetwsen the naticnal coacept and

all othor human wvaluss such as tho cancepis of human dignity, honesty, consclonce;

LR
Vi3

concepte of perscnal and social ethics and Justlces It Is precisely this
understanding of dignity, conacience and Justice ‘that brought kim to ths naticnal
coneepd, to tho now understanding <. Ulcraine.

DozhoyevoKy once askeda "Wou,w. You a&greo to builld a systenm of wiversa 1 haraoay
o1 ono single tear of ome innogeni «alld?® And sinmilarly we askg Can thors be
"x«u.m"snl harmony®, can there be . wniversal soc:!.oty, can thore be univerzal hwsan
Jiztice for tho attainmen‘t oi' v;hich is necessary even tho orellesi Injuctice To C’.&j
ono na%len, in this case Jtha'Uh'dir'zian nation? No, thore éanno‘:, Lo such mx a gocicty

and such "!mrmony" established on cuch foundabions. This ie\vhy o rational quostion
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S hownd Ly the 4 ﬁ.nnest thresds with the moet sacred probloms of humain COnZCicrea.

Tt do Wiy o acap understsmding ¢f this prodlsa can ingpire & con'-‘;enr;:/.:rawj jole’ord
Ak a opirdt of humaneness and & pagsion of gelf sacrifice. 4And thda ds tho

_positien at which Simosnenko arrlvad, as is a.tteaws. to bj his publishod and un-

publishosd works.

Finally, the third point. lerc I have in wmind tho moral ozson, the loilcon
ol ;:ivi.c cthics widch ho gzave to. Thore wro opochis when i dacigivo bodtisng take
piace in the arona of sooial morallty and civic conducts whan even elementary human
dimrity, cppoaing brulal presswra, can becoms a groal m’oolliousumvoluticﬁzuv faorce.
To gush epochg, in my opinion, for ths most perdt also belengs cur cpoch. Dus o
histeorical circumsiances a slgnilicant part of ocwr probloms consiots in ths
diacrcpuacy of word and deed, thoory and pratice, projesic and achicvemenitsy in tho
werloct of social rmorallty and the degoneratlon of civic Xife. &4 correspondingly
clipificant part of our task boils domn to ihe oliminatlon of thosce inconsistescies,
o regeneration of a high degree of public participatioa and the wplifting of the
national-political lifa.

Dat, standing in 'thé Wy, 13 a groat, duld force of ineriie, indiflorance and
civic demoraiization, given birth by the ora of Stalin and nouriched ki today, ca the
cae hond, Sy ths deadly offlcial Pharasaism, and, ca ths other, by “hadl Tittlo-
wreinatlzed scepticisa dnto which, with willingness and rofincmend thero ars thoce

who fise from thelr heavy civic duty because cf lotharpy, fewr an

)

d4nlorablo scepticdsnm of the slave, who, feigning wisdem and wishins Lo deociva

o

saall, protends that he is so cavvriod away by the gams of ;
nob notice the yole on hds neck; that scopiicism whiloh in spite of iz medsra stiive,
vuile down to the ancient wisdom of tho snalo-intelloctunl; ¥rly or crand, ail ths

o dnto the ground you will go; all the exge Into dust you will chanpe.”

iz 1z why porhaps nothing elss has at present sush signilicanco as the

Soens of eivle conduct! And peoplo do not walt for anyibing s rush as for 2

Ul o
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L eraple of heroic civic conductd Pooplo mocd this examplo not bustuso witncsd

ey yree - ~ < o
oo caniot form a conception of gonuine civie Jiuds, bub because hoy need Lo oo

.,

Gratidont that teday suoh deods ars nocessary and [03siblo, end that today thoy aro

not rruidloss; that today: "Insani.y of the brawve rovouls the read courags of 1ifa."

. Today, and pernaps todoy as novor before, it 1s possible and nocoseary wo girug glol
In this lies the main lesson of Vasil Sidoncnlio: personal intoprily, uncozprowising
and cool cowrage waited with & higa geace of civic duly, human dipiity and self-ressect,

honour and congcionce wera, according 10 his understandlng, the basic foundatlens of

-

cccinl iiTe. In his works is reZlected the attitude of Uloainian youth with the new

oatloo\ , whore t"xrou,ni: tho ..t*atxm of ths past ors, robusily push wp chools of youth

P29

6

and ctornal grreenj of human dignity, human investigation and indepondoncay of ths
unconguerable and inckhaustable lmman gpirit which “epurs the hman body to Light,”

which calls oze to stand up in defense of his poople and to £ind im this tho meaning
o:i‘ Rkis lifa,

Such is the losson loft for us by Vasil Simononko Loth by his wezlis and by his

- awad

moral-civic axamplo. Now there ariscs the questicn:’ Can wo mastor the loszon?

And iIn this scnse I am poersonally alarnod and saddencd by ncae obhor thor our
o

voondiious love for Vasll Simonenlto.  Ib twems oub et teday oweyno ioves iim. Iio

toved by ihe general public and theso of honoured rarky his is Loved by the

Lhoreouria Uraina", which ds ediied like the wall newspapor of tha Qistrict

wilivie (police); ho is loved Ly Doctor of Philosoply, icademicion of ti Acadeny of

Gelences of the Ukrainian S.S.R., cacrotary of the Union of vriler:

.Y, -~
5 iAnvaD‘ Od. izf’.ﬂ

Uitrainian §.5.R., Leonid Mikoiaiovicha Novichenlto. AL Logsticr wa wory much 1ove

]

Simonenio, and 80 much that in dIind love (or perhaps medsciy, como do nob even

notice that perhaps for them v wauld be batter not to Lovej; that since tholr paih

U.—.dU
diverced Zrom Simonenko's in his oiTotinms thoy also divergs oftor hls doath.

lilke to bay thom: be magnamincus oid stop loving Simonenko! Dub they oro not S0

ghuneloss as to stop lovingl They ars c'«mumr and know wvory woll thet by hatred ono
can il only the living, but by Zove the dead as welll Pul still ws should ceavince

%

1
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T mowhat it iz not in thoixr . 23% to love Simcnonko because wore than once ho

i1l cut such a caper from L o world that they will bo forced to repudlate hiisl
Then they were aigning . 3utors of protest againsht tho cultlny of Lir tyecs

. 2 . . '

fox New Year's, Vasil Slmonc. w3 troubdlod by the cubling dowa of clhior troes.

Sleraover ho wag ddstwrbed by . - -aiiroly different phonomenoa, when the trec was oot
cut dovme. o tho other hand . . was Lookod after by spocially appointed, quallllcd

gerdoneray for Lbs cars wolo woted funds feom tho already overburdened state budgei.

Dubt the troe continued to wiv.. Peoplo came and sald: “Porhaps It 1s a poor varioyy
that it withers?¥ Philosophc Slaineds "No, whe tres 1s nob infericr, it hoc

o
> ‘o wd .
..... bub such &o Uh. . . of hdstory.* And av this time, wnderground,; out

of pooploest! sight, tha rools <. that vory tred ware oeinz cub with tho assistance of

wid ozt rodern excavating egulsuent.

»  When taay appaared e groat realilsts knowlng very well whad wos allowmed and what

o3 Waay was to thedr advauiage and what was a disadvaniopgo; which way it wos

1ige the whool and axle at a minc shaft, wnwound by horcesy who aze blind from
waiking in a clirele, whils the drivbr peraqmllf appointsd by hizstéz.‘y itsels,
convays by moans of the whip hictoryis commhndoonts, at that los, 4n thoir ora of
Leris govrlely Vasil Simonc. 2 w2s @ hapless Don Quixobe s VWO o use s words
o "I.;ssya Ukrainka, refused to ©i. iza the so-called Fuiotorical 'bycsY as a
"ol abyss" and demanded the coo Luoly dmpossibles |

st America anc A romain sllend

When I speak w.. Ve

ath whan ho spoks we all ... . DBut how hopoloss and imnessiblic is 2l whis
Aot

ron thio point of visw of the v .ad educated piglet, whaich I8 o versed in the

. >

s of hisvory and has good-nat.. . ..y sucked wp political wisdom from the

et

meehonizod trough. And how dxcn. Ly, how nobly it grunts whon ib kwa;rs gomatiing

.

Liks thiss ; '




Ly nadtion i Ly nation always wills . .

No ems will <. & oud my pecplo..

Turnscats an. oyvards vanish shall

With the ho: of roanming conquercrse.

You bapterd . o of fronsied hompuon

Do not forgoy yiw menstors, wacrotor you beg

My natica ilvesi In its hot weino
oscack blocd pulsates and tiucbsl

Thasle words are not customary for the authoritics; they ars nch customary

o Yho casily-Lrlghtensd “patrictsh.

Then thoy wore avening that tho most holy civic faith wos

14

althr in Shehedeinio
Teoelficinls and the greatest civic courage was. vo chand belere thon a2t atteantic:

AL Gdwonenito wrote othermwisoc:

[4
Tuzble you medarers, rmeditats you fiunkoys!

Life confarms not to yowr mold.

Vasna thoy were achleving fame c.‘.d subgtanee by tha wr.;..,.mv of ‘zovo‘

cn of every succes»iva measure which weuld £inally bring procpe

hiadeTel > S 22y - A " ~ D g s
nized peasantry, but »ooa, Lor Bois rLasch, ravealed dtscii coliewolis,

incaznko, at thic tir:.: wote hils poois

ity Zor tha

BTRioM and fCuitunry o the Cera
Cob Which Por:.shod at tho ste aia Dalivery Ceubrs

tw.v [

g have a categery of pov. .0 beast of thedr poasand drizin and » O thic

.4

vacls, regard thomsclves as g«

Loasan ‘“wcr.‘a. Macy ol fox thomselves
the task of praising "gommon ...

call & wrolched collective fon - Urcmethous, enobhor wili cull. =i
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a thixd will count in his vill: o dozon Andougos. In thic

. R
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e

their groat magnoninlly, as i . ays WLeck, we kaeow how to ghow respect fow
tho poopla.t, Dut the fact .. iwose Promethouses amld inteuscr rzcoived & Zow
wiserable hopicks for thelr Loloir, had RO right 40 recsive nons

O ey oy " P -
wonsiong, and &o act
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You assuxro ws that you !

75 hig——thon loarn frem

hin to ta mon instoad of Colns
Informors and Przrasecs L oyl viiom Shovehonko virotos

-~ suread bioed,

Whon wi .. Jou die outbf?




