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Visit of Nikolai PODGORNY at the Vatican

AICASSOWARY/54 (usually reliable) from a
well-informed Ukrainian Catholic priest
in Rome

1. During the recent visit of Nikolai PODOORNY to Rome,
Pope Paul discussed with him matters concerning reestablish-
ment of Roman Catholic (Latin Rite) diocese in the Soviet
Union. The matter. concerning reestablishment of the Ukrain-
ian Catholic (or Unite) Church was not considered. On the
contrary, as one of the conditions for further negotiations
with the Vatican, PODGORNY demanded liquidation of the
Ukrainian Catholic Small Seminary in Rome. The source said
there are indeed certain circles in the Vatican inclined
to sacrifice (on the surface) the Uniate Church, in an effort
to obtain from Moscow maximum privileges for the Latin Rite
Church, and at the same time secretly to strengthen the Uhiate
Church to be retained in a sleeper status. In this respect,
for bargaining purposes in their negotiations with Moscow,
the Vatican plans to emphasise the statue of Cardinal ItoftWocYl>
SLIMY Vill'-44+1,18 the Vatican. It was assumed that it was
with this in mind, that the Vatican instigated the plans
Cardinal SLIMY has to purchase the Small Seminary from the
Selesian Fathers and have it subordinated to himself. The
Vatican could then disclaim any legal rights to the seminary.

2. The Reverend Myroslav HARMS, Secretary to Arch-
bishop Ivan SUMO, was POPOORNY's official guide during
PODOORNT's visit to the Vatican Museum. Vatican officials
instructed Reverend MARUSTS to introduce himself to PODOORNY
as the secretary of Cardinal SLIM, and to speak to PODCOANY
only in Ukrainian. POPCORN! spoke Ukrainian to Father
SARUM. It was not known what all POPCORN! discussed with
MARUSYN because immediate/' following his report to his super-
lore at the Vatican, MARTSYN was sworn to keep his conversa-
tion with POPCORN! secret.
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