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Re t 3 Soviet Engineers at the Duesseldorf Congress of Faper
Industry, 27 May ~ 1 June 1967

3ource ¢ Viccpresident of the Champion Envelope Co., of 14l Kent Avenue,
BrooklynsNele /e
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l. Source is a Vicepresident in his firm, of Ukrainian descent,
aged 36, marriedj lives in New York, Forest Hills. An intelligent and
industrious young business executive with former service in CIC or G 2.
Fpom May 27 to. June 1,1967 he participated in the above mentioned Congress
on behalf of his firm. He left for Dussseldorf ,Gewmany on 26 May and
returned on 3 June 1967 after having alsg visited some of his friends
in Augsburg and MumichsGermany. ‘

At the Congress Source met 3 Soviet engilneers who in the beginning took
him for a German, them an Ameriéam, and finally learned he was a Ukrainian
American. Source &ﬂtﬁ&L&E an Ameyican of Ukraintan desceat with no party=

politica affiliatio but daid not conceal his autiueoma Ast attitude,.
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2. One of the Soviet engineesrs, participants at the Congress,
o was*&LMAZOV (?), Evgeniy, aged approx. QO.Runsian, of Moscow, married‘apoke
perfect German, claimed | ;3 ba br the fir&t time in the West, The other
two were also Russians, aged 4042 one was an expert on Chinese affairs and
in redent years ¢laimed to have spent "some time " in Boryslav, Lvovy and
o Lutsk , in West Ukreine, being an expert on petroleum as well., He also
acted as a representative of the Ministry of Forelgn Trade, h. MescoW.
The third ome claimed to come from ROSTOVE ® Specidlist in "heavy industry".
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SourGe teited them with a dinner at which after a few difiks they
talked with him "quite frecly' and in his opindon guite sincerely a8 for

Soviets. HMost talkative was AILMAZOV,then the Chinese and pe?zg;aum expert.
Following is the gist of informatiomn obtained from them. ¢ /lL/ 37/
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3, ALMAZON highly praised Ukrainians as a very intelligent,industrious

elemnt with greet infiunce noi only in their own republiec but aleo in
tpscow and other republics . As a result Ukrainians enjoy a great respect
of other nationalities and partioularly of Russlans who have to reckon with
them y as the second largest nation of the USSRy o worder, that recently,
parthoularly after so many khakhly had appeared in Mosdow, Ukraioians.
were getting more and more congessions for themselves and "one could do:
nothing about it', ' o

For ALMAZOV dﬂinaﬁwh&va,oaly praisa for Ukrainkans, There was: alao -
in his opinion and that of his colleagues «» much wrong whth kaainiansp
The Ukraine remains a craddle and stronghold of unhealthy nationalism
and separatisme. At present there is a new wave of nationalistic
revival growing up and ,certainly, Mescow will have to do something about
i1t. ALMAZOV thought SEMISCHASTINY will, prnbabiy.4ﬁ e care of ite
ALMAZOV was the first to tell Source abeut Semichastnyi's removal and
explained to him that this did not mean nedessarily SEMIGHASTﬁZ.had,dbne
something really wrong. Finally~as Almazow pointed out ~ he ( Sem.) was
long enough on his post and a ministerial post ik the Unraine was not
too bad. ALMAZOV said he would not be surprised if ip 6 months SEMICHASTNYI
will become Premier of the Ukraine.

Leading in the new ferment in the Ukraine is youths There i8
also ¥F much "spmpathy'for Ukrainians abroad. ALrA&ON knew that U“rainians
in the “oviet Ukraine had a greadt respect ﬂgd hopes for their aom@atriets
abroad; and knew a lot about the emigration from Radio "Liberty" and "Velce
of America": In AL&AZOV*S'oyinion the fact that im the USA there wés such
a numepous Ukrainian emigration was of great ifuportance for Soviet Ukrainianse
in their relations with Russians and other republics. Tais enhanced the
status of Ukrainians. ALMAZOV talked about it when discussing necessity for
further develppment of cultural and above all commerial constcts between tbe
UBSR and USA, ’
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b, ALMAZON and his ChiA¥ee expert in particular, devoted much
time to convince Source, that Boviess @mnd A mericans have very muoch
in comugn, "they are like two brotheprs", and shaduld develop co-operation
in all fields. Above all in trade. The Soviet Union has much trade with
Canada but this%nothinzv And hesides, why to btrade with Canada, a second

grade power, and a of tue United States whersas one could do
a real deal with Waahingﬁangttself. The USA and USSR are two superpowers:
Both have missiles and all kind of other modern weaponry with dlch they
could easily wips out each other and the rest of the world, 8o willy ,nilly
no. one can risk a nuelear war and 6ne'has to co~operate. Vikitnam is8 a s@;ly
story and they hoped it will finish soons. The “hinese expert added that
adgtualiy thigf» re China's $hdnRussiats prob;ema They hpped for the best.
~Andathey hopal this ebstecle will be scon overcome. The main thing was,
however, the USA stoppepdecffiddling? with strategle and non-sirategie
goods and proved that it was genuinely 1ntere&ted in doing busineas with
the Soviet Unions

When Source mertioned the Middle East, ALMAZON and his friend.
vehemently denied that Moscow would ever risk America’s friendship and
trade for the sake of "hungry Arabs". lhe Chinese expert , stressing that
he wes here as a representative of Ministry of Foreign Trade , said that
Sourge could not even imagine now much his Hinlstry was interested in
trade, " a real trade”, with the USA.

To Source's remmrk that party-memberswere perhaps less interested
in trade with a capitalist America and they were deciding, the representatiwvi
of the Ministry replied that he shouldn't be kidding aboul party meunbers.
"Who are they, and who are we ~ the specialists? he asked., Finally we are
also in the party and we know what we ara doinge No one can do anything akewd
without us. Pretty soon we shall have even to computarize party decisions.
ile coutinued that ”éll cadres in the Joviet Union are getting speéialized,
professional), and above all rejuvenateéi In thelatter he saw best prospects
for future normalizatio of relations between the USA and USSAR. B,t one shot
not wait too long.
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And in conlusion he sald 1 "Finally we and not what you call party members
are bullding the Soviet state'l,

S5¢ Spurce mentioned that just before boérdkng the plane for
Germany he waas at the poetry reading of Korotych in New York. ALMAZOV
commented that KOROTYCH probably painted a very rosy pgoture about the
Ukraine but he can assure Jourae that not all was fine. " But you knowy how
it is« those poets and other scribblers see everything in rosy calé#ﬁgfgﬁ don/
take ewrything for granted, Wee exgineers - bhave a more realistid; déﬁﬁ atoe
earth view on everything': derad
But when Source mentipned Russzification, ALMAZOY and his friendsfthere was
such in the Uxiralne and then corrected tiuemselves by saying thét
“* ~g not true there were many Russian chauvinists in the Uxraigian 'Rgpubli¢

6, While discussing theoretical aspects of communism, the Glinese
expert sald that from "dogmatie, ideological point of view Chipna was at
present 25 years ahead of the Soviet Union and this fact definitely:

complicated internal relations in the comuunist block". But he, as a ébad'
specialist did not worry mueh about it,.

7« Source was invited 3o visit the Soviet Uniom and they will show
him"whatever he wanted". They told him also they did not feel very '
comfortable in the West ''because ,as you know, this is our first trip to
the West, and we don't know your customs, habits,and your eﬁiqﬁetté."

ATMAZOV call%&k" a Western Weltanschaung " which hé and his col.eagues lacked
But this was just another argument for development of trade and relations witk
the USA and the West in general,
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