
A SENO'
Mr. and Mrs. M. Kalankiwsky - art gallery owner from Toronto; visited Ukraine end of
August - beginning of September, 1969.

1. In making arrangements for this third trip to Ukraine, the Kolankiwsky's tried
to get an official invitation from the Union of Artists of Ukraine - like the one
hhey had received on their last trip, last year. Part of the purpose of this trip
was to make arrangements for importing more works of art to exhibit and sell in their
gallery. When the invitation did not arrive, they went to Ukraine as tourists on a
three week visa (Astro Travel Agency, Toronto). On their arrival in Ukraine, the
painter Hluschenko showed them a letter he had received from official channels giving
the Kolankiwsky l s permission to stv4Sr for a month as his private guests. This permit
was dated several days before they had left Canada. Because they had already paid all
their expenses through the travel agency, they decided not to use this permit this year,
but to leave it until next summer (the permit is valid for two years). Nevertheless,
the Kolankiwsky's were treated semi-officially throughout their entire stay in Ukraine.
Mr. Kolankiwsky also traveled to Moscow to make arrangements for impoiting more paintings.
They also visited Yerevan in Armenia and spent one day in Azerbajdzhan.

2. Mrs. Kolankiwska was in charge of the entire group insofar as getting them to Kiev
and back to Canada. Once there everyone was on their own. She reports that customs
control was quite thorough at entry. One older woman in the group was caught by a
customs official bringing in a large number of 'Big religious pictures. The customs
difficial asked her who these were for and when told that she wanted to leave them for
her family, allowed her to take them in. However, during customs clearance at the
groups departure, she was the only person to be thoroughly searched.

3. Mr. Kolankiwsky had promised the travel agency before leaving Canada that he would
explain to the appropriate officials about a group of young people who had travelled
previously through the same agency and had sung the Ukrainian national anthem /Shche
ne vmerla Ukraina/ in a bus while returning from a tour of a winery. He told the
official that Canadian law prohibits serving liquor to persons under 21 and that the
young people had caused this "disturbance" because they had been drunk.

4. The Kolankiwsky l s were in KieV at the time that the article against Dzyuba was
published in Molod t Ukrainy. They had not heard about Stenchuk t s book against Dzyuba.
However, they had been told that Dzyuba has a steady job and that there is no danger
of his imprisonment (K. did not say who told him this, but from the conversation it
seemed that this was the opinion of Drach, Pawlychko, and maybe some more official
persons.) Kolankiwsky l s reasoning for this is that Dzyuba is very well known and that
he has the support of the entire nation. He compares his situation to Honcharts.

5. Drach told Kolankiwsky that although Ukrainians abroad are all worried about
Lina Kostenko, she is very well and "speaks very well in Russian", implying that
since she married a Russian /K. had been told he is a Russian/ she has begun to
"compromise". K. had not heard that she has had a son this spring.

6. The Kolankiwskys maintiin that the situation is very optimistic. They claim that
although many Ukrainians speak Russian this is due to the fact that they either do not
know Ukrainian very well or it is a habit with them. However, everybody t e intentions
are the best.

7. When they asked Pawlychko about his article against Rakhnanny, he simply laughed
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8. Stefanyk is no longer the head of the Lviv oblast executive committee. He has
had several heart attacks and is now in retiremeht.

9. They visited Bazhan and read his latest ballads published in Vitchyzna (?)
Drach claimed that this was some of Bazhan's best work. Bazhan read them a ballad
entitled "Sil l " in which he supposedly describes how he and his friends went around
villages during the revolution and traded salt for works of art.

10. Mrs. Kolankiwska visited Chernihiv with some artists from the Artists' Union while
Mr. Kolankiwsky was in Moscow on business. She was told that Chernihiv wau to be
opened to tourists next year now that all the historical monuments in that city have
been restored.

11. Kolankiwsky reported his own shock and claimed this to be also the feeling in
Ukraine, with respect to Ukrainians abroad defending the Tatars' right to Crimea.
(Kolankiwsky's view is soTewhat subjective - partly because his wife has a cousin
living in Crimea) They say that Ukrainians there are anti -Tatr because they feel 	 —
that the Tatars have no claim on Crimea. They draw the analogy to the massacres
carried out by the Turks in Armenia and claim that the Tatars would have done the same
had they had the chance. They wonder why Ukrainians abroad are wasting their energies
to champion another people's cause.

12. On the subject of Kuznetsov - Ukrainians are not at all in sympathy with him.
They claim that he was always very loyal to the regime and find his receiving per-
mission to go to England without knowledge of the language very strange. They also
feel that no Soviet citizen would try to shake his guardian by telling him openly
that he wanted to find himself a prostitute. They suspect that he is some sort of
set up - not necessarily the regime's, but possibly supported by either the Zionists
or White Guard Russians. Word has it that Dzyuba's famous Babyn Yar speech was a
direct reply to Kuznetsov l s claim that Ukrainians were antisemitic during World War II.

13. Kolankiwsky reported that Viktor Petrov (Domontovych) died in Kiev about six weeks
ago. The state paid for his funeral and there were notices in the local newspapers =
but not in the republican ones. They were told that upon Petrov's return from Germany
in 1949-50 to Ukraine, people there were resentful that he was given a better position
that he had before emigrating, especially taking into account his activities in the
"nationalist camp". To this they were told by official persons that Petrov had

"done his job" abroad. Kolankiwsky was told by certain people in Ukraine (whom he did
not name) that they suspected that he had something to do with Zerov's liquidation
as he was involved with Zerov's wife before emigrating. On his return to Kiev he
married her.

14. In Ukraine the Kolankiwsky's met with many highly placed officials, including
Tron t ko, Vera Dmytruk, and others. They also met with Bratun' (who suggested that
Ukrainians abroad ask that a group of young Ukrainian writers be allowdd to visit Canada
and the U.S. - to which Drach added later that if this should happen, Bratun' would be
the only one to go, while all others would be left behind), Smolych (who gave them the
second volume of his memoir - "Tales of Unrest"), the painters Kasian, Mys t ic°, Patyk
(whose work they hope to exhibit next year in Toronto), Slava Muzyka, Zina Franko
(whom they consider unreliable and neurotic), Mykola and Olya Repay, and a number of
other members of the Artists' Union.
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