SECRET

17 August 1961

SUBJECT: Contact with Bugene “"Senny” BHAIUSZCZAK

1. mmawmmmmmmmmwcﬁ’ | 2
vho has known Subject's famtly for many yeers. BSubject cansi
oy J o be a good candidate for a REDHKIN mission. Folloving
ac@uisition of a FOA on SBubject, X called him cn or about 3 August,
1dentifying myself as @ I, representing en agency of the
United Btates Covernment. I arrengsd to meet him in Pittsburgh on the
evening of 10 August %o discuss & metter vhich wis "personal and confi-
dential."

2. After checking in with( ] 00 office 1n the after-
noon (they were interested and helpful), I called Subject and arrenged -
t0 meet him at 1930 hours in the lobby of the Roosevelt Hotel. Subject
sounded a little dubious, &s though he thought the whole thing might be
a boax, but agreed after I stated that I would identify myself to his
satisfaction and explaiu the reason for contact when I met him.

3. We met as schoeduled. After superficially exaumining my docue
mentation and listening to & few vords of explanation, Subject quickly
acecepted the situation and thereafter vas entirely cooperative--gven
eager. After a cocktail or two apicce, I took Bubject to & rather glam-
orous restsurant (vhich he had heard of but bad never seen) overlooking
the oity and Muring dinner explained that the Agency was interested in
him. I sagked him to sign e secreqy agreememt, explaining its aignifi.
cance. He 414 so after slight hesitation. At that point I 4id not re-
veal what my ultimate purpose in talking to him was, but rather gues«
ticned Bubject about himself and his views. His persomal history he
later put down on @ PRQ, but his views were as follows: He is & stmunch
Ukralnian netionalist. Despite his limited efucation, he discussed the
-subject intelligently snd objectively, the latter despite his very fim
views., Subject believes that, given & chance, the Ukrainian pecple
would lesve the UBSR and set up an independent state.’ This opintion is
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besed on his contact with Ukreinien-Americans and also acme recent
imnigrents to the United Btates from the Seviet Ukreine. They are
- mostly Western Ukreiniana. He believes the Ukraine has been exe
ploited and persecuted for humdreds of years by Poles, Russians and
Turks. On one hand, he believes that the Ukraine will survive as s
gtate concept md as a people despite Soviet preasure, but on the
other, somevhat contredictorily, he wonders hew long the Ukrainians
will bold out \d.thoat 8t least some encoursgement from the West,
partioularly the United States. Kabr«mthiutammew
non-Rugsisn peoples of the UBSR, with wiom he sympathises. ‘

L. Bubject dislikes Poles, holding them (es B nation) respon-
sible for many of the Ukraine's problema. He saild that attempts be.
tween Anerican Foles and Ukrainians to cooperate and even intermarry
have often falled because the two pecpls oannot forget what tyranspired
betwvean them in the past and even recently.

5. 8Subject is very active among Ukrainisn emigre ("old" as
Wmmwmmn)mm;ermum,mmmim
this preoccupstion to be entirely coxmpatible with his American citizen-
ship. Iwuﬁmwtitisadwmmmlmef
national groups lost as Americans become ever more homogemous (I agreed
but I'm not sure X belleve it). Subject said that for his family thexe -
wis no question of marrying ocutside the Ukrainian commmity. He was
very mach intent on the retention of a cohssive Ukiminisn mational group
in the United States. Yet for all his interest 4n things cultural, unw
like mony old Ukreinian emigres and their offspring, Subject was inter-
mmummxanponuesmam,uxmmdam,astm

- maunist as well as an etimic Ukrainian,

6. Persosally Subjact is at easge in conversstion, very likeable
although not impressive physically. He is rether short snd squat with
dark hair vhich is receding. He is rather nom<desoript. He is not
nervous or tense. From vhat he said and from vhat I cbserved he seemed
to enjoy life fully and seemad to be satisfied with everything save lack
of career progress with the Kroger Corporation. Subject is t@ying with
the ides of going into some kind of business either elome or in partner-
ahip with a friend. (He 1s now Chief Clerk or Assistant Menmger of &
Kroger food store.) Subject said that although he was by nature shy, he
mamammmmmmnc.
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. 7. At vhat I considered the proper point in the canversation
and after deciding that on the basis of the conversation to that
point Subject quelified ms a REDEKIN candidate, I asked Subject
s "whetther he had ever considered a tourist trip to the Ukraine. BSub-
Ject said that his elder sister had ssked him to go with her this
year, but that he had declined principally becsuse of other vacation
plans and to some extent because of the current internstional situa-
tion. However; he was interested in going sametime., I brisfed him
genexally on the Agency's interest in such a trip. BSubject said that
under thése circumstances he would eertainly be willing, even eager
to go. As to timing, if we were interested in baving bim go in this
year, he could prohbebly get leave without pay and would be willing to
4o so. He thought that if he went to the Ukraine, his sister would
inglst on going too. (This sowld be advantageous for cover purposes,
‘either making the sister witting or leaving her wnwitting.) When I
asked Bubject vhether his inecome or savings wvere sufficient to make
such & lengthy, expensive trip plsusible, Subject said that he could
reasonably afford such a trip. (Bubject is ummerried.) I also told
Bubject that 1f we gent him in, his expenses would be covered by this
Ageney. Further, I said that of couree my agemcy would agree to such
an arrangement only if Subject would agree to perform certein tasks
on its behalf. Subject understood clearly the basis for any such
agreement:.

8. Without stressing the danger aspect, I asked SBubject how he
felt about & risk element. I said that our plans had not been refined
t0 the pointshere this risk element could be estimeted and that I aid
not know whether such an element would even be present in our plans,
bubt I asked in general how Bubjeot felt sbout risk. Subject answered
guite creditably that unless the risk was better defined he could not
angwer such & question. He said that would not rule cut a mission in-
volving risk if the risk was not foolish or too great.

9. Our meeting ended about 0100 howrs. Hubject was esger for a
decision on our part ss %0 vhether or not he would be used this year.
I told him that when a decision had been resched I would call him. In
the meantime he should put the matter in the back of his mind except
for cagual mention among members of his famlly and friends that he was
thinking about a towriettrip to the Ukraine at some time in the future,
date wnspecified. Bubject agreed to do so.
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10. I believe that Subject is & good REDSKIN candidate in view
of his character, perscnality and language ability (goed but not na~-
tive Ukrainian--his elder sister's is very good). He has nothing
much to offer as & PI chasexrver, having no technical training or ex-
perience. He would probably be goed at meeting and assessing of tare
got personalities. I bellieve he would undertake & mission with risk
1f 1t appeared well cenceived end sensible. Subject's patriotic moe
tivation-«both American and Ukrainian--can be appealed 'lae maccessfully.
I recommend that Subject be held in sbeyance as & twmveller possibly
for the fall cxr, more likely, for next year. He should be peychologie
enlly assegsed eommmmmg Recruitment of his sise
ter~swell known to _|meshould also be conaidered.
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