DECLASSIFIED AND RELEASEDBY 7 = oo - 0
CENTRAL INTELCIGENCE ABENCY o Tl
SOURCESMETHODSEXENPTION 3828 p

NAZI WAR CRIMESBISCLOSURE ACT
DATE 2007 4 January 1962

SOVIET ACTIVITIES

1. Commitiee for Return to Homeland from 1954 to end 1959 concenmtrated
on getting people to return. O(nly moderately successful (an estimeted 10,000
retwned). Addresses of former Soviets sbroad cbtained by meny means including
agants and rensecking emigre offices. Sometimes those vho wantsd to retumn
vere first asked to do tksks like propsganda for the ccamittes, getting pames
and addresses of pro as well se anti-Soviet emigres.

2. Jamwmry 1960 name and approach of committes changed. Now 1t is
Committee for Return to Bomelend and Cultursl Ties with Cempatriots. MNow
aduits wany unsble return home apd trying convert the emigration into an
instrument of Soviel foreign policy. The Return to the Homeland redio
broadoaats ane hour per dsy in Russian on three short-wmve bends and can be
beard all over the world. In addition to the Volce of the Motherlend newspaper
and the monthly or bi-monthly magasine Rodins, books and records, children's
books, Russian langusge textboocks for children, song books end music
are sent to those who ask for them snd scme are sent to those do not aak.
Some emigres are sure they have goiten on the meiling list just because they
have started correaponding with relatives and frionds at home. Emigres are
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pro-Soviet balong to the verious Petriot groups) or at least neutrsl.

3. Aap ides of the scope and the cost of this effort can be gained Ly tie
oumber of retwrnees, the tremendous amount of msterial and the radio brosdoasts,
and other soraps of information which have come to light. Soviet citizena who
correspond vith relatives sbroad are eontasted by the committee and urged to
iovite thelr relatives back bome, telling them how good conditions are. From
who have returned homs for from 3 to & wesks for visits (from Holland
where the NTS debriefs them) wo learn that their relatives at home are briefed

they arrive not to telk too much to them; sometimss they ave forced to
KQB every fow days while the relative is with them on vhat they
say and vhom they talk to; sometimes they sre followed. In a case where one
) ) oY) opt | le light and given special
funds for this purpose. When they return to homes abroad the vomen ere
glven to know by the Soviet Patriots that any loose talk about their reel
immadmamuﬁmWSMﬂﬁnienmnmthrMQem
visas for another trip. In a specific csse a woman was t0ld by her unele
in the Soviet Union, & mllitia major, that his career and impanding retirement
was in danger of being hurt because she talked too freely to her Soviet friends
gzgirzlﬁma sbout life in Holland and how much better it wes than in the
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4« A concomltant of the committeo are the various Soviet Patriot groups
sel up in meny countries with sizesble emigre populations and run by staff
officers from the local Soviet embsssies. They open clubs with expensive
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feellities and have extenslve welfsrs and cultural programs, even importing
Soviet artista in such places as Holland, Belzium and France. These sctivities
serve to establish a mucleus of hardened, trained sctivists in the various
countries; they will undoubtedly gexrve as the future Soviet fifth-column.

Thaey are also useful now for Soviet propaganda as it is expressed in the work
of the Joviet friendship societies which have been set up in meny countries.

5. Scme 1960 figures for Belgium provide an idea of the scope and cost
of the Patriots' groups everywhere. The Union of Soviet Patriots hes 11 branches
in Belgiwm and 710 active members most of whom have Soviet passports. Two
staff members of the Soviet embazey in Brussels direct the work of the Union.
The activity runs from social (elubs, parties, balls) to cultural (lectures,
movies, smateur theatera, distribution of Sovist propagands literature) to
educetional (schools for children and summer camps). The Brussels branch
with 185 members has its heasdquarters in a magnificent bullding in-one of the
most expensive areas, the rent glone for which amounts to $300 per month. Its
library has more than 3,000 books, its hall holds 150 persons, it has s movie
and drama room provided vith musical imstruments. It has five well-peid
employees. The two Soviet embasay staff persons visit the Brussels center
3-4 timas per week. Russian vodka and cigareties are sold at very low prices.
The Liege branch with 127 members alsc hes s fine building 1n tha center of
town. Its library has over 600 books and its activities are & copy of those
in Brussels. ITwice a month special movies are shown by this branch at a local
movie houss, with the Soviet embassy paylng the rent. Twice a yesr big dances
are sponsored by the branch and $110 is paid just to rent the liege House of
Invalids. Members of the Belgian-Soviet Griendship Society are also invited.
The same pattern of sctivities takes placs in Moms (180 members), Antwerp
(60 members) and Charleroi (80 mesbers). The ten schools run by the Soviet
Patriots in Belgium had 130 children attending in Mey 1960. In the summer of
1960 the Soviet embassy sent 11 pupils from these schools to the ploneer
summer camp "Artek" inm the Crimes. Of the 16 members of the Liege branch who
viaited the Soviet Union in 19€0, five travelled free of charge as s return
for the work they have been doing for the pstricts.

6. This change in tactics has not meant a change in the strong-arm
tactica emplayed a st those emigre groups which are conducting anti-Soviet
sotivities. REBRT (ZPUHVR) and BAMIERA (OUN) were murdered in 1958 amd 1959
regpectively ascording to the testimony of AESKEWER. The Te(PE prinmtshop
was boxbed in December 1959 and the NI'S printshop bombed in July 1961.
Threatening letters are sent gll the time and much attention is given to a
campalgn to turn the Germmn population ageinst the emigre groups. In July 1960
an gitempt was made to kidnsp e Ts(PE worker (KYRSTEIN) in Berlin. Much
sttention 15 being paid in propegands directed at the groups themselves to
the fact that the Americans are not interested in the cold wer any longer
and that the emigres had betier Jump off the ship before it sinks out from
under them. An employes of Ts(FE in Berlin was abducted in December 1956
and sentenced to 14 years io priscn in Fast Germany.
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1. Ts(PE is a Russian emigre organization which was created Ly and is
controlled by CIA. The group has its headquarters in Munish and chapters of
various sizes in Belgium, France, lIsrasel, Sweden, United States, Austrlia and
Australia. One menber is staticmed with REE {n Medrid. Although the membership
totals spproximately 200, only some 36 people receive salaries from the
organization and of these no more than 25 are paid enocugh to eonsider their
TsOPE salary their sole means of support.

2. Fast Activity. During the past year this Agenoy experimented with
the possibility of getting the group into the field of legal travel operatioms.
8o far these experiments have proved completely unsuocessful. As &
production and distribution mechanism, however, the group has shown 1tself far
more capable. A rundown of its activity in the propaganda fleld during
FY 1961 is as follows:

« The TsOPE Munich Radio Seotion produced a tely 1,000
seripts and 4B 15-minute taped programs. The latter were broadesst by the BCC
in Tgiwen while the former served as a basls for approximately 21 broadessts
a month over Radio Rome end 50 Russian-language broadoasts monthly over Redio
Madrid. At Radio Madrid much of the TsOPE material wes also translated and
used for broadeasts to Satellite countries. In general, TsOPR's contribution
40 Redio Rome and Radioc Teiwan remained at the same level during FY 1961 as
during FY 1960; however, en apprecieble inorease is noted in the amount of
Ta(0PE material used at RNE,

~ Eroduction. The group produced 27 books, broehures and
e 4 15) a0 v E ] s thros periodicals. The

latter aret Zyohods, a monthly megusine cireulated primerily to Ts(PE
nalbora; Rie Iraie Bundschau, a bi-monthly Germen-language magaszine distributed

German organizations and oitisens; and s & literary journal 1ssued
thm times yeerly and designed for Sovieta. group has received many
favorabla comments on the latter publicaticn both in persomal meetings with
Soviets and in correspondence.

Conkagt Operations. DPuring the past year TeOPE membera met alwost all
Soviets viaiting Germany and many treveling in France, Belgium, Italy (Clympics)
and Austria. In a period of three months, CIA received forty reperts on such
meetings, one of the more significant of which deseribed a two-day meeting with
& Soviet vialting Belgium who agreed to correspond with and aoccept direetion
from TsOPE upon his return to the Soviet Unien. Such reports are rarely of
intelligence velue, but they show the effect s Russian-spesking emigre can
have on a traveling Soviet and provide highly revealing propagends material
and background. During these contacts, literature is passed to every Soviet
who will gecept 1t.




Mailing « During FY 1961 Ts(PE began ‘o mail ita literature
to the USSR and to Saviats stationed abroad from Cermany, Belgium, France, and
the United States. The mailing total at the end of the year reached 10,851
pleces-~these ranging in oontent from large books to leaflets, and from
mimeographed to personal letters. Ten regular correspondences have grown
up botween Te(FE sympathizers in Paris and representatives of the Soviet
scientific/literary intelligentsia.

Dabriefings. During the past year the group has also mads some
attempt to contact and brief persons of Russian sxtraction traveling to the
Sovist Union and to debrief others wvho had made such trips. There has been
no intelligence production from these contmots but, again, baekground
information on the Soviet Uniom has been sequired.

Iagal Aetixitias. In addition to its primery interest in working
ngainst the Soviet target, TsOPE also contributed to the genersl anti-communist
cause on the local scene. In Germany, Te(PE members held seminars and leotured
o0 both official and nonofficial groups on the threat of communism. In Israel,
TsOPE literature was translated and used in the locel universities. In Spain,
the Spanish lebor Union, the Sindicatos, published translated TaOPE meterial
in their journals. In France, Ts(PE prepared a special French-language booklet
for distribution et the Soviet Pari{s exhibition, disproving Soviet claims of
great advancemsnt on all fronmts.

Tazgat « In the past year, Ta(PE contact cperators have
established encugh rapport with st least ten visiting Soviets to exchenge
addresses and promise future correspondende. Some Sovists visiting the West
huvemrkadthatthsyhadrndthai‘a@! tion Mogty in the Soviet
Union and been impressed. A professor at ow University even asked one of
his students, a French citisen, to go %o Tsm aponr her return to Paris and
request the group to send their literature to him. On the other side of the
coin, Soviet harrsemmsnt tactics attested to the seriousness with whioh Soviet
authorities regard the Ta(PE operations. The Soviet Ministry of Foreign Affsirs
protested the meiling from Belgium, of TsOPE litersture to Soviet citizens,
using as evidencs letters showing postmarks from all over the Soviet Union.
Bookatores in Germany, Sweden, Paris gnd Finland have received large orders
rwmwu«nmwwmlamuram’swmmuum
from Germaxy. TsOPR menbers often reseive anonymous letters yequeating them
to swp tbu‘lr anti~Soviet politioal sotivities, or else. During the past
Year, was the Ts(FE member most plagued with such letters and telephone
calls.

3. Buture Plans. While we recognize that there are severe inherent
limitations on the long-range viability of Te(PE as a political orgmnization,
dependent as it is on the organisational and propaganda-writing abilitles of a
very few people who cemnot be replaced should they die or become sick, the
propaganda aspets of the organisation are the only cnes of their kind over




whioh we exert full control end which can be used any way we desire in pursuit
of CYA eims. To terminate the projech now would deprive us of this asset before
we ever tried to get the most out of fealisticaelly and in the face of a
foreseeabls need for ss many assets as possible to resch the people in the
Soviet Union (Berlin contingency plan). :

Our plans for the project, therefore, envisage a reorganisation of
Ts(PE inte more of a propagands produsing mechanism. The good people will be
concentrated in Manieh rather than sent on fruitless organissticmal missions
and their energles will be dirscted toward ralsing the standards of the
propaganda product iwritton material) and the teshniques of its dlsssmination
to eitisens (radio, miling operations and contmot operations). At the
same time, Hesdquarters will set in motion a plan to inform all field statioms
which can conduot eontact or mailing operaticns against Soviets of the '
availgbility of TaOPB Russisgn language msterial in Munich and the ability which
exista to print special orders of nom-atiributable Russian-language material
for local use anywhere. Also the field staticms will be encouraged to use
Ts0PE as covar for looal mgents or groups vhich may desire this type of cover
for unileteral propagenda actions against Soviets or for purposes of interesting
indigencus groups in various countries in sonduoting such activities as mailing
or contact operations. In short, we will mske every effort to use TaPE or its
propagsnda product in aveas other than Germany in support of opermtions which
wvill be completely aontrolled by local field stations.

This reorganisstion can, in our opinion, be aecomplished even if the
TsOPE budget ia reduced as such as $50,000 for FY 1963. Organimational
expsnses oan be eut back drastiornlly. The propagands producticn expenses can
also be reduced scmevhat by producing Mogky once rather thsn three times =
year. Another possible reduction could be made by alither eliminating
Dis Freie Bundaghau eltogether or interesting the Germans in subsidizming the
publication. A budget breakdown bmsed on the possibility of a $50,000 cut is

as folloust
|

Personnel Salaries L_ . 3
Supplies, Material, Equipment 4,000,00
Other Operational Bxpenseas:
Radio 10,000.00
Publications 36,000,00
Local Chapters 7,000,00
Travel 5,000,00
Other Payments:
Compulsory Employees' Taxes 4,4000,00
Bank Charges & Miscellaneous Fees 2,000,00
Rents, utilities, office supplies 25,000,00
peourity, maintenance
Headquarters and Field Expenses - 1,000.00

TOTAL e




